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t h a t t h e r i g h t scores — abou t t h r ee 
hundred t o n s i n i l l—should be em-
barked in t h e right ships, and the force 
was on b o a r d t h e fleet, anchored a b o u t 
five miles a w a y from the harbor , soon 
a f t e r 5 P.M. T h e men, few of whom 
had had m u c h chance of sleep since 
leaving E n g l a n d , at once volunteered 
t o m a n some of t h e ship's guns a t n ight , 
t o give their chums a t sea a s tand-off ; 
a n d they had a little shooting d i rec t ly ' 

T h e Corahill Magazine 

a f t e r we got under w a y ; bu t" ' . tha t is 
ano the r s to ry . ' T h e whole population 
of Ostend seemed to be on t h e jetties 
and along t h e sea f r o n t t o cheer us, 
a n d we le f t our Belgian fr iends with 
m u c h regret , l i t t le th ink ing t h a t nearly 
four years of misery unde r t h e heavy 
hand of t h e H u n would be their lot 
before a force of R o y a l Mar ine s landed 
again on t h e coast of Belgium — on the 
Mole a t Zeebrugge. 

DOES EDUCATION MEAN HAPPINESS? 

IT is a specious and a shallow saying 
of the conservat ive th inke r t h a t t o 
m a k e the m a n y wise is b u t t o mul t ip ly 
misery. T o fill a m a n doomed to n a v v y ' s 
toil or the dullest routine wi th Pla tonic 
d reams and liberal aspirat ions is t o 
mock his chains. W h y br ing beau ty t o 
the caged clerk and leave him to mourn 
her violation? Did n o t those ' very-
Greek philosophers, of whom our senti-
men ta l Democra t s are a p t to discourse 
so fondly and so ineptly, segregate the 
herd of ar t isans f rom the fair and fine? 
T h e y knew well the t r u t h which Pope 
rhymed later for our guidance, t h a t 
shor t draughts f rom the Pier ian spring 
are the mos t fa ta l intoxicants , t h a t 
cul ture to be cul ture a t all m u s t be 
complete, and t h a t the learned illiter-
a t e is the most hapless of beings. 

T h u s the a rgument runs and those 
who, in Lord Morley 's s t r iking phrase, 
hold ' a vested interest in darkness , ' 
a re only too eager to use th is screen 
agains t the insurgent rays. M a n y and 
various are the answers m a d e to the 
charge, and yet another is for thcoming 
in a little book of recent publicat ion. 
M r . Harold Begbie in his Living Waters 

(Headley Bros.)', has j o t t e d down a 
-series of in terviews wi th .workers of 
m a n y types , a clerk, a doorkeeper; a 
collier, a Leeds Bolshevist , a Birming-
h a m Rusk in ian , all ofi w h o m describe 
for h im t h e invasion of t h o u g h t and 
learning in to the i r souls. I t is a plea for 
t h e energies of the Workers ' Educa -
t ional Association, a journa l i s t ' s plea 
if you will; b u t the in teres t of t h e book > 
lies in t h e revelat ions of t h e talkers 
r a the r t h a n in the c o m m e n t s of the 
l istener. And so fa r f r o m suppor t ing 
t h e conserva t ive assert ion t h a t book-
learning br ings only misery to those in 
pover ty , t h e general verdic t justifies 
a d u l t educa t ion on g rounds t h a t would 
sa t i s fy the s t r ic tes t u t i l i ta r ian . For 
those men , a t a n y ra te , communion 
wi th t h e wisdom of t h e ages and the 
b e a u t y of t h e world has n o t m a d e their 
w o r k a d a y lives intolerable. R a t h e r 
has i t so widened the i r gaze and in-
creased the i r responsiveness t h a t only 
b y this communion can life be endured. 
The i r ignorance was never bliss: 
the i r wisdom has never been folly. 
T h e Pier ian spring has quenched a 
raging th i r s t a n d b rough t happiness 
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without f renzy , joy w i t h o u t react ion. 
T h e word educa t ion suggests a lways 

to t h e Br i t i sh mind someth ing hard and 
unlovable. Men t ion t h e word and we 
visualize a dreary room, bare forms, 
meaningless . maps, and textbooks 
of j e j u n e erudi t ion, mere compendia 
of tr iviali t ies. T h a t dread ad jec t ive 
' educa t ive , ' c lumsy and cacophonous, 
brings wi th i t shudder ing memories 
and da rk imaginings: we th ink of 
stories wi th a high mora l tone , topo-
graphica l cinema films, lectures on the 
a n t , and footbal l for cha rac t e r ' s sake. 
Of all na t ions we a re m o s t a p t to call 
wha teve r we are doing our d u t y and to 
f rown on a n y admiss ion t h a t we are 
en joy ing it . I t is typ ica l of our in-
grained Pur i t an i sm t h a t we are always 
stressing the ethical side of educat ion, 
never t h e hedonist ic . • Small wonder 
t h a t educat ion is unpopu la r , for there 
is no th ing the publ ic schoolboy hears 
more of and more hear t i ly detes ts than 
the e ternal cha t t e r a b o u t charac ter . If 
he is a lways being told t h a t t h e object 
of his cricket is n o t t h e thri l l of a well-
t imed drive nor the ecs tasy ; of bowling 
ah unplayable over, b u t t h e splendor 
of combinat ion and ' p l a y i n g the game, ' 
if Virgil is p resented to h im not as 
poe t ry b u t as a m e n t a l gymnas ium, 
wherein the difficulty a n d drudgery, 
will bring ou t his perseverance , he will 
soon be equally exaspera ted wi th com-
pulsory a thle t ics a n d compulsory 
fflneid. T h e u t i l i t a r ians m a d e a tre-
mendous assaul t on t h e pe rmanen t 
Bri t ish assumpt ion t h a t happiness is 
something t o be a s h a m e d of, and in the 
end they failed. T h e assumpt ion 
s tands , and nowhere more firmly 
t h a n in the class-room. We mus t seek 
t r u t h . t o be good : .we m u s t seek t r u t h 
to be rich a n d t o be respectable; 
b u t we m u s t never seek it to be 
happy . 

Ye t agains t t h e conserva t ive argu-
men t t h a t educa t ion , save for the elect, 

is a short cu t t o misery and against the 
ascetic a rgumen t t h a t happiness being 
a snare should never be the goal of edu-
cation, the results achieved by. .the 
W.E.A. are a permanent refutat ion. 
Once and for all it has been proved t h a t 
the quest and cap tu re of t ru th has been 
a source of real and abiding pleasure, 
not only to the academic few s t rut t ing 
it in some riverside hencoop of the 
Muses, b u t also to the nameless many, 
colliers and clerks, weavers and wives, 
snatching half-hours in seemingly im-
possible conditions in order. , to fling 
their net upon the flying joy. The case 
for the playing-fields of Eton, does not 
rest upon the hope t h a t the fu tu re ad-
minis trators of the Empire will never 
do what is ' n o t cricket. ' Nor does the 
case for extending adul t education rest, 
upon such grim . phrases :as - 'better-
ment , ' ' pu re r social order, ' 'ameliora-
tion of existing conditions. ' True , 
thgse things ma t t e r ; but the cases rest 
fundamenta l ly up6n a simpler and a 
nobler word, Happiness . 

I t m a y seem strange to the academic 
mind t h a t the pursuit of knowledge 
and of . t ruth as something good in it-
self should need a n y justification. Ye t 
such a defense is gravely needed. E d u -
cation is in danger to-day because it is 
being so much belauded. I t s praises 
are sung in Philistia and reechoed in 
the cities of men. We mus t seek t r u t h 
and ensue it, bu t not as an end. W e 
must s tudy history in order to be bet-
ter imperialists, we mus t s tudy science 
to increase production, we mus t s t u d y 
languages to control new marke ts and 
engineering to 'speed u p ' any th ing 
t h a t is n o t a l ready rat t l ing itself to 
death . Educa t ion is becoming popu-
lar. We are a t last set t ing out to cap-
tu re t ru th , and we m a y end by merely 
captur ing t rade . 

Technical educat ion is necessary, 
and no balanced critic would disparage 
it. E th ica l educat ion is necessary and 
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no sane citizen would see it banish . 
But. most necessary now, because mos t 
neglected, is t r u t h for t r u th ' s sake. L e t 
us not in our commercial ambi t ion and 
moral zeal forget the joy of knowledge. 
Ancl w h a t a crea t ive joy it is! A knowl-
edge of h is tory m a y seem dull enough, 
ye t it can tu rn a few odd hours in some 
old English town from a boredom to a 
pilgrimage of pleasure. Give b u t a 
slender pile of facts ancl a mere spark of 
imaginat ion, and wha t a flaming bea-
con m a y not be kindled by th ings so 
common as an old ea r th fort , a R o m a n 
road, a N o r m a n castle, some pots and 
pans, a ha rbo r of the old adven tu re r s , 
a town of the mediaival woolmen for-
got ten in the western woids I t needs 
bu t a little h is tory to set the plainest 
things teeming wi th suggestion ancl t o 
render t hem f ru i t fu l in ideas. Science 
we m a y need to be civil 'zed, b u t also to 
be happy . A coun t ry walk m a y be 
good- enough wi th its gif t o f ' a i r arici" 
hea l th , b u t it becomes an infinitely 
richer th ing when the secret of the birds 
and the flowers, t h e reasons for their 
coming and going, .the char t of their 
seasons and the condit ions of the i r 
flourishing are-known to the passer-by. 
Then not only a re the senses medicined 
wi th the sleepy cha rms of the air, bu t 
every glade becomes a n adven tu re , t he 
movement of eve ry beast a challenge 
to f u r t h e r unders tand ing . W h o has 
d ipped into the lore of the ea r th finds 
gold in every q u a r r y : who has read the 
ways of the birds finds j o y unspeakable 
when by his own espionage he can dis-
prove the wisdom of the books and ye t 
add ano the r pebble to the pyramid of 
t r u t h . P e d a n t r y kills: the classifying 
specialist wi th his hoard of specimens 
and m u s t y La t i n i t y is the very miser of 
menta l t reasure , mis tak ing in t rue 
miser 's fashion the sorry means for the 
noble end . B u t ignorance is no t a whi t 
be t ter . Crea t ive knowledge, fac t kin-
dling f a n c y — h e r e lies the form and 

b o d y of cu l tu re ancl th is t r u e educat ion 
brings. > 

N e v e r was t h e r e a t i m e when men 
were more busily scheming and dream-
ing for t he f u t u r e : never , therefore , a 
t ime when men should h a v e a clearer 
knowledge of t he end t h e y desire ancl 
be less easy prey to ca tchword and 
confus ion . Big words a re on e v e r y lip 
ancl big ideals in e v e r y mind . Only let 
t h e m be clear. W e t a lk of happiness 
ancl wel fa re : let us have t h e m clearly 
def ined. If happiness be t h e emot iona l , 
c o m p a n i o n of free func t ion ing in re-
sponse t o the call of n o r m a l ins t inc t 
ancl desire, if it be the b y - p r o d u c t of 
unrepressed energy and balanced self-

d e t e r m i n a t i o n , then t h e happiness we 
a im a t m u s t include t h e f ree act ivi t ies 
of t h e mind . .Knowledge ancl t h o u g h t 
m u s t be recognized as being as essent ia l 
t o life as food and m o v e m e n t : t hey 
m u s t be t reasured as ends, n o t as 
means . T h u s educat ion will be re-
leased f rom its anci l lary posi t ion. N o 
longer will t he teacher be one who only 
opens the road to riches and-pos i t ion , 
or even to the nega t ive v i r tue of ' good 
f o r m ' : he will no longer c rea te only 
p a t h s to t h e good life; bu t the good life 
i tself . H e will show to all ancl s u n d r y 
t h a t , be the i r h a n d i c r a f t w h a t i t m a y , 
t h e r e is a pleasure of knowledge ancl a 
happ ines s in unders t and ing . H e will 
recognize t h a t while educa t ion is con-
cerned w i t h mak ing efficient worker s 
a n d c o m p e t e n t citizens, its h ighes t 
f u n c t i o n is t h e creat ion of good a n d 
h a p p y men . And happiness can exist 
on ly in individuals . Call t h e S t a t e 
w h a t y o u will, o rganism or mechan i sm, 
person or fiction, godhead or devi l : i t 
r e m a i n s a collection of individuals , a n d 
all t h e ph i losophy of t he world will n o t 
m a k e i t o therwise . T h e end being 
happ iness , a n d happiness being free 
ac t i v i t y , t he individuals of t he t r u l y 
g r ea t c o m m u n i t y will seek t r u t h and 
love it a s na tu ra l l y as t h e y seek food 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



A PLAY BY PAUL CLAUD EL 361 

a n d sleep and life itself. T r u t h , in 
M i l t o n ' s simile, is eve r born a bas tard 
in to this world, ha t ed a n d despised. 
T h e r e a re m a n y still t o revile her , m a n y 
t o crush her : b u t a m o n g t h e legions of 
t h e oppressed t h e r e a re some, it seems, 
who, ou tcas t s themselves , have made 
fr iends of this o u t c a s t and found her 

The Nat ion 

c o m p a n y enchan t ing . They sought her 
for no gain, nay, even lost by the 
search. B u t they were fa i thfu l , and 
pe rhaps they will soon have m a n y fol-
lowers; and small wonder when men 
learn that; she, who once seemed most 
d r a b and most severe of maidens, is in 
reality most; radiant and kindly. 

A PLAY BY PAUL CLAUDEL* 

POSTERITY, i t has been said, begins 
a t t h e f ront ier , because those contem-
pora ry wri ters w h o a r e read and ad-
mired by foreigners as well as by their 
fellow c o u n t r y m e n a r e likely to possess 
quali t ies t h a t will m a k e t h e m live. If 
this be t rue , M. P a u l C laude l can count 
upon p o s t h u m o u s renown. H i s n a m e 
has become known wi th in t h e last few 
years to m a n y people ou t s ide the 
borders of his n a t i v e land, a n d a t least 
t h r e e of his books h a v e been presented 
to t h e Engl i sh-speaking publ ic by 
American t r ans la to r s . B u t he is as yet 
fa r f rom being as widely known as . I be-
lieve he deserves, a n d if I ven tu r e to 
suggest t ha t , wi th t h e except ion of M. 
Anato le F rance , a wr i t e r who is t he 
an t i thes is of h im in a lmos t eve ry pos-
sible respect, t h e r e is nobody now using 
t h e F r e n c h l anguage w i t h greater 
d igni ty and force, I t r u s t t h a t a 
m a j o r i t y of t hose a c q u a i n t e d with 
M . Claudel ' s wr i t ings will a c a u i t me of 
exaggerat ion. 

A few years before t h e war , M. Pau l 
Claudel was, even in his own count ry , 
a lmos t u n k n o w n to t h e genera l public. 
H e had, i t is t r u e , a ce r t a in number of 
en thus ias t ic a d m i r e r s w h o held t h a t he 

* Le Pain Dur: Drame en Trois Acles. By Paul 
.Claudel. Paris: Editions de la Nouvelle Revue 
Francaise, 3fr. 50. 

was a man of genius. T h a t , however, 
was not. wi thou t precedent, above all in 
F rance , whe re t h e younger generat ion 
a lways knocks wi th such vehemence a t 
t h e door t h a t t h e probabili ty is t h a t a 
wri ter of a new school who is no t pro-
claimed a genius by some l i terary group 
or o ther , can be credited wi th t h e pos-
session of very little ta lent indeed. 
B u t in M . Claudel ' s case, there was t h e 
unusual fact, t h a t he appeared • genu-
inely desirous .of escaping public notice. 
H i s first books were published in 
limited . edit ions and wi thou t the i r 
a u t h o r ' s name, and it was not unti l t h e 
appea rance of Connaissance de VEst in 
1907 — a work t h a t gave expression to 
t h e peculiar and intense mys te ry by 
which he was affected in the F a r E a s t , 
where he held a position in t h e F r e n c h 
Consular Service — t h a t t h e band of 
his admirers began to increase. Th i s 
was followed by a couple of very re-
markab le plays, L'Arinonce faile d 
Marie and L'Olage, and since the war 
he has published a few volumes of 
verse. His whole work is s teeped in 
myst ic ism. I t presents and emphasizes 
t h e Cathol ic and Royal is t aspect of t r a -
dit ional F r a n c e ; and the F r e n c h reli-
gious revival, which was one of t h e 
results of t h e war, probably accounts 
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