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dri f ted a p a r t dur ing t h e reign of 
Nicholas I : how t h e Cr imean W a r 
es t ranged them for over half a cen tu ry , 
and how, af te r t h e ag reemen t of 1907, 
t hey were once more d rawn toge ther 
till t he Grea t W a r forged a blood bond 
between them which, had not Bolshe-
vism intervened, migh t have un i t ed 
t hem for all t ime . The i r p resen t 
relat ions are a b n o r m a l and difficult t o 
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define; and the outlook is so dark that 
I will venture on no prophecy as 
regards the future. I t is a sealed book 
whose secrets we cannot read. God 
grant, however, that at some not 
distant time a new, free, and united 
Russia may once more stretch out the 
hand of friendship to us and march by 
our side along the road of peace, 
progress, and enlightenment. 

A SWEDE'S VISIT TO PETROGRAD 

BY J. HE8SEN 

ON arriving abroad, the first thing 
that met my eye in a Berlin paper was 
a notice of how a meeting of a Work-
men's and Soldiers' Council was broken 
off because the rooms were let for the 
remainder of the day for a masked 
ball. A workmen's council and a 
dancing salon — a true symbol of 
Bolshevism! The mere allusion to 
such a combination ought to be a 
sufficient warning against a repetition 
of the Russian experiment. But in 
Berlin, as in Petrograd, there is the 
same passion for dancing, and the 
Workmen's and Soldiers' Council, in 
whose hands lies the fate of the mother 
country, has to give way to the 
frivolities of a masquerade. 

After a long and enforced interrup-
tion I have again begun to read French 
and English papers, but they appar-
ently have no clear idea of what is 
happening in Russia or of what 
Bolshevik activities consist. There are 
numerous accounts of Bolshev ik terror-
ism and atrocities, for the most part 
greatly exaggerated, which prevent 

people getting at the real undisguised 
truth. As the press is entirely sup-
pressed, many of the most terrible 
happenings are never made known. 
The European press is full of the many 
horrors in Russia, but is it known that 
four professors of the Conservatoire 
at Petrograd actually died of starva-
tion last Christmas? That the Bolshe-
viki refuse to allow anyone to help the 
numerous prisoners who are without 
food, as, for instance, the Duke of 
Leuchtenberg, who is starving in 
prison while his friends and relations 
are compelled to remain in hiding? 

Many times in the winter the snow-
was so thick on the railways round 
about Moscow, and the cold so in-
tense, that passengers died in the 
carriages where the snow had pene-
trated, and those who tried to walk to 
the nearest station perished on the way 
and were buried under the snow. There 
is not a place in all soviet Russia 
where spotted typhus does not rage, 
and people stand in queues in the 
churchyards to bury their dead, who 
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a r e o f t e n lowered in to t h e g r a v e w i th -
o u t a coffin, a s i t is impossible t o 
supp ly t h e n u m b e r s t h a t a r e requ i red . 

A s t r ange r w h o h a d read of all t h e 
hor ro r s r epor t ed f r o m R u s s i a would 
be surpr i sed on a r r iv ing a t P e t r o g r a d 
t o see so l i t t le of t h e te r r ib le t h ings he 
h a d expec ted t o find. O n leaving t h e 
s t a t i on he would be m e t b y a n a p p a r -
e n t l y peacefu l scene of e v e r y d a y life; 
t r a m s a re runn ing , a t long in te rva l s 
cer ta in ly , a n d t h e y a r e m u c h in need 
of repairs , b u t t h e y a r e c rowded wi th 
people, chi ldren going to school, var i -
ous officials w i th the i r por t fo l ios on 
the i r w a y to the i r bu reaus . I n f r o n t 
of t h e s t a t ion a brisk t r a d e in provi -
sions is carr ied o n : b read , m e a t , milk, 
sugar , e tc . T h e air is full of a n inde-
scr ibable t o r r e n t of q u i t e f u t u r i s t 
abus ive t e rms , b u t a fore igner would 
look upon it as a typ ica l spec imen of 
R u s s i a n e v e r y d a y life, a n d a l t h o u g h 
m u c h m a y be o u t of o rde r a n d in need 
of a d j u s t m e n t , he would imag ine t h a t 
t h e old s t a t e of a f fa i r s would be 
res tored t h e m o m e n t Bolshevik te r ror -
ism d isappears . 

T h i s is j u s t t h e f a t a l m i s t a k e m a d e 
b y E u r o p e a n d Amer ica . T h e per-
spec t ive of t h e f u t u r e a n d t h e hopes 
called f o r t h b y this view of t h e case 
f o r m t h e g r ea t t r a g e d y of t h e s i tua t ion , 
while t he re in lies t h e g rea t e s t dange r 
for t h e whole world , s ince R u s s i a m u s t 
be considered a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t of 
t h e c o m m u n i t y of na t ions . 

T h e w a r has cost a n u n h e a r d of 
n u m b e r of lives, b u t t h a t is n o t t h e 
wors t f e a t u r e of t h e case. T h e wors t 
is t h a t exis tence or life itself h a s so 
a d a p t e d itself t o t h e Bolshev ik condi-
t ions t h a t it ha s en te red i n t o t h e f o r m 
p repa red by t h e Bolsheviki , who 
ru th less ly u p s e t a n d o v e r t h r e w eve ry -
th ing , a n d y e t e v e r y d a y life is a lmos t 
unchanged . I n o rde r t o be ab le t o 
a d a p t themselves t o these condi t ions , 
which un t i l q u i t e r ecen t ly would h a v e 
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been considered impossible, and to 
submi t t o them, t h e people m u s t have 
gone th rough a g rave psychical up -
heaval . T h e ent i re phys iognomy of 
t he soul m u s t have to t a l ly changed . 

I t is t rue t h a t Russ ia is n o w expe-
riencing t h e t r i u m p h of b ru t a l i t y , b u t 
i t m u s t be admi t t ed t h a t t h e r e were 
t imes when still g rea te r b r u t a l i t y 
prevai led. I n fact , i t is n o t t h e m a t t e r 
in itself t h a t is the decisive fac tor , b u t 
its relat ion to our s t a t e of t h o u g h t a n d 
feelings. 

T h e Bolsheviki, however , u t t e r l y 
ignore the way of t h i n k i n g t h a t 
character izes this genera t ion ; t h e y 
a re full of con tempt for t h e s t a n d a r d of 
cu l tu re which by degrees has been 
acquired . E v e r y t h i n g in life has been 
t u r n e d upside down by t h e m . M a x i m 
Gorki (before he became a Bolshevik) 
wro te in his paper how quick ly a n d 
easily a political revolu t ion could be 
b rough t about , b u t t h a t i t was 
impossible in a d a y t o change t h e 
charac te r a n d hab i t s of a people. 
T h i s e lementary t r u t h does n o t appea l 
t o t h e Bolsheviki. On t h e con t r a ry , 
every detai l in dai ly life h a s been 
over th rown, the social s ide of life h a s 
been b rough t down to t h e lowest 
level, all individual i ty is suppressed , 
a n d eve ryday life has become a mos t 
compl ica ted affair . N o t h i n g can be 
done wi thou t regis t ra t ion a n d a p p l y -
ing for permission. I n th i s m a n n e r 
has t h e everyday life, which o therwise 
r an its course w i t h o u t a n y effor t , 
been t rans formed in to a ceaseless 
s t ra in ing of energy and s t r enuous work. 
T h e very reading of t h e p a p e r s is a 
s t ra in on people's a t t e n t i o n , so anx ious 
a r e t h e y no t to over look a n y of t h e 
new regulat ions or obl iga t ion t o p a y 
new fines. 

Th i s cons tan t s t ra in m u s t inev i tab ly 
give rise t o a s t a t e of over -exhaus t ion 
which is all the more ser ious as t he 
ent i re t r end of life in genera l is in t h e 
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s a m e direction. T h e unhea rd of high 
cos t of living is a special source of 
suffering. When I ment ioned some of 
t h e prices I had been called upon t o 
p a y for different art icles of food, I was 
accused of exaggerating. People have 
also suffered ter r ib ly f rom t h e cold, 
par t i cu la r ly in Moscow. F i r ewood 
c a n n o t be bought w i thou t a license, 
a n d unless one has f r iends in soviet 
circles it is very difficult t o ob ta in 
one. 

I t is obvious t h a t unde r p resen t 
condit ions, and in view of t h e a b n o r -
m a l nerve-s t ra in people a re exposed to , 
i t is impossible t h a t t hey in t h e long 
r u n can preserve the i r psychical ba l -
ance . I t m a y safely be af f i rmed t h a t 
in Pe t rog rad , in fact , in t h e whole of 
Russ i a , no psychically no rma l people 
exist a n y longer. The i r m e n t a l s t a t e 
shows itself in the i r a p p e a r a n c e , n o t 
o idy by the i r losing weight , b u t the i r 
energies a r e dulled, t h e y a r e w i t h o u t 
life a n d interest , a n d go a b o u t looking 
l ike wander ing corpses. I n every s t r ee t 
m a y be seen well-dressed people, b o t h 
men a n d women, who s t and t h e r e 
begging for food. S t r ange as i t m a y 
seem, these scenes do n o t a p p e a r t o 
a rouse a spirit of compassion, b u t on ly 
se rve t o s t r eng then . the ins t inc t of self-
p re se rva t ion and egoism-. E v e r y t h i n g 
becomes more and more concen t r a t ed 
on t h e food quest ion; all o the r in te res t s 
a r e p u t to one side, or van i sh a l to -
ge the r . I n the s treets , t h e t hea t r e s , 
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t h e t r a m s , t h e schools, a t m e e t i n g s of 
professors , t h e one s u b j e c t of conver -
sa t ion is food. 

I t is q u i t e imposs ib le to f ight aga ins t 
t h i s t e n d e n c y or t o s t rugg le aga ins t 
t h e feeling of hopelessness, w h e n n o t a 
single br ight spo t is visible' on t h e 
hor izon. E v e r y d a y t h e s i tua t ion 
becomes worse; t h e t o w n grows emp-
t ier a n d dir t ier , bodies of dead horses 
lie a b o u t in t h e s t ree t s , w i th c rowds of 
h u n g r y clogs sku lk ing round t h e m . 
T h e shops a r e shu t , t h e few t h a t a re 
still open h a v e a lmos t n o t h i n g t o sell. 

Some years ago Ror i ch , one of 
R u s s i a ' s g r ea t e s t a r t i s t s , p a i n t e d a 
p i c t u r e ent i t led ' T h e T o w n of t h e 
D e a t h - d o o m e d ' ; t h a t p ic ture , t oge the r 
w i t h D o s t o i e v s k y ' s novel , Evil Spirits, 
a r e t h e two m o s t popu la r possessions 
in Russ i a a t p resen t . 

Hopelessness domina t e s eve ryone 
a n d eve ry th ing . I t is th i s feeling, t h a t 
t h e r e is no way o u t of t h e t r o u b l e and 
t h a t each d a y br ings t h e c o u n t r y 
nea re r t o ru in , which has b rought ' 
a b o u t such a t o t a l change in t h e men ta l 
life of t h e people . I t is t h e fea r of 
being plunged in to an abyss which has 
i m b u e d the people w i th such b ru ta l 
egoism, b u t one t r emb le s for t h e 
consequences on t h e c h a r a c t e r of 
chi ldren a n d y o u n g people b r o u g h t up 
in such a n a t m o s p h e r e . 

I n whose n a m e a r e all t h e sacrifices 
m a d e , a n d w h a t is i t t h a t ha s t o be 
pa id for so dear ly? 
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WE believe t h e Daily Courant was 
t h e f irst dai ly p a p e r pub l i shed in 
E n g l a n d . I t was a s ingle shee t , p r i n t ed 
on one side, a n d i t a p p e a r e d in 1702. 
T h a t was n o t m u c h m o r e t h a n two 
centur ies ago — a m e r e f rac t ion of t ime 
in our h is tory . B u t in t h a t t i m e w h a t a 
necessi ty of life t h e dai ly p a p e r has 
become! W h a t should w e do w i t h o u t 
it? as M r . Squeers said of N a t u r e . 
W h a t would t h e c i ty m e n do w i t h o u t 
those f lu t te r ing rags which c o n v e r t ou r 
m o r n i n g t r a ins i n t o a n a r m y wi th 
banne r s? W h a t would t h e b e t t i n g men 
do? Or where would be t h e in teres t 
in races, boxing, a n d t h e footbal l 
leagues? W h a t should we do if we had 
t o wa i t t o hear a b o u t ou r ba t t l e s till 
generals had finished pol ishing the i r 
d i spa tches , or till t h e m e n c a m e home 
' d e m o b b e d ' a n d gave us t he i r varie-
g a t e d tales? W e shou ld k n o w even 
less of foreign p a r t s t h a n we know a t 
p resent . W e should , pe rhaps , t h ink 
less of P a r l i a m e n t . T h e whole course 
of life a n d t r a d e a n d pol i t ics a n d inter-
course a n d conve r sa t ion would be 
changed . W e shou ld miss t h e mi lk 
a lmos t as much . A n d y e t u p t o Queen 
A n n e ' s reign o u r f a t h e r s got a long 
somehow, and we a r e to ld t h a t near ly 
u p t o Char les I no news was ever 
p r in ted a t all, and t h e n on ly once a 
week. People m u s t h a v e l ived on 
gossip more scan ty t h a n o u r own, and 
unveracious . 

I t is needless to discuss t h e inf luence 
of t h e press. T h a t would b e t o en-
croach upon t h e s t a n d i n g t h e m e of 
m a n y a s u m p t u o u s b a n q u e t w h e r e t h e 
m i g h t y speaker rolls o u t h is labor ious 
p la t i tudes , keeping a condescending 
eye fixed upon t h e r epor t e r s . T h e 
personal experience of a n y leader-
wr i te r is sufficient . H o w o f t e n a t lunch 
or in a t r a in does t h e leader-wri ter , 
still w e a r y wi th s l a m m i n g d o w n his 

morning ' s leader upon t h e copy paper 
in t h e office, l isten t o his r andom 
sentences quot ed whole as t h e pr iva te 
a n d original opinion of person or 
persons unknown b u t s i t t ing a t his 
side! H o w of ten does he hear his 
leaders solemnly received as gospel, or 
as solemnly con t rad ic ted! Is it shame 
or pride which then fills his hear t? A t 
all events he recognizes t h e power of 
t he press be t te r t h a n t h e e loquent 
p la t i tud inar ian of t h e banque t , and he 
needs no fu r the r proof. 

As to the qualif icat ions of a journal -
ist, i t is well known t h a t ' C o n t e m p t of 
Shame and Indifference to T r u t h a re 
absolute ly necessary, ' a n d D r . J o h n -
son, who t h u s defined t h e necessity, 
had every reason to know. For , 
t h o u g h he ac ted a s P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
repor ter for abou t t h r e e years t o 
Cave ' s Gentleman s Magazine (we t h ink 
it was), he boasted t h a t he was only 
once in the House of Commons , a n d 
t he speeches, including one of t h e elder 
P i t t ' s very finest, were ent i re ly his own 
composit ion. Other wr i te rs of equal 
f ame have engaged f r o m t ime to t ime 
in the same precar ious t r ade , t hough 
perhaps w i th less r isk t o charac ter , 
since most of t h e m wro te ' m i d d l e s ' 
ra ther t h a n news, a n d were less exposed 
to con t emp t of s h a m e a n d indifference 
to t r u t h . W e are th ink ing , of course, 
of such models in ' m i d d l e ' wr i t ing as 
Defoe, Steele, Addison, Smol le t t , Gold-
smith , perhaps ' J u n i u s ' ( though he 
was ra ther a leader-wri ter ) , Coleridge, 
Lamb, Dickens, T h a c k e r a y , and , in 
our own t imes, Andrew L a n g . Y e t in 
spi te of such n a m e s in l i t e r a tu re of t h e 
best , a s t igma was ear ly a t t a c h e d to 
journa l i sm as being l i t e ra tu re ' s enemy. 
So it was t h a t s teady-going old C r a b b e 
wrote of newspapers : 
A daily swarm that banish every muse, 
Come flying forth and mortals call them 

news; 
For these, unread the noblest volume lie. 
For these, in sheets unsoiled the muses die. 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


