
WAS LUDENDORFF TO BLAME? 

IN 1916 H i n d e n b u r g declared to an 
Aus t r ian journa l i s t t h a t no one on 
ea r th could s epa ra t e h im f r o m L u d e n -
dorff. Th i s s t a t e m e n t he m a d e a propos 
t h e a t t e m p t s m a d e by t h e fo rmer 
Government t o do so, a n d also b y 
members of ce r ta in circles, who a r e 
now busily engaged in t ry ing to p rove 
t h a t Ludendorff is responsible for 
G e r m a n y ' s mis for tunes , whereas t h e 
blame is t o be found in qu i te a n o t h e r 
direction. These people a re those who 
f r o m the very beginning of t h e war re-
garded it s imply as an oppor tun i ty for 
political power, and to w h o m a Ger -
man victory m e a n t an insuperable 
obstacle t o t h e a t t a i n m e n t of the i r 
a ims. Ludendorf f a n d H i n d e n b u r g 
have now been separa ted , we do n o t 
know precisely how or w h y ; b u t one 
th ing is certain, however , t h a t Ka ise r 
Wilhelm was induced t o w i thd raw his 
confidence f r o m Genera l Ludendor f f . 
When the la t te r realized th is he t en -
dered his resignat ion. I t is merely a 
legend t h a t Ludendorf f fell because he 
refused to recognize t h e changed con-
dit ion of affairs. On t h e con t ra ry , he 
approved , and even urged, a change . 
I t is also a legend — t o use no s t ronger 
expression — t h a t GeneraLLudendor f f 
a t t h e last m o m e n t suddenly p u t be-
fore t h e former G o v e r n m e n t t h e de-
m a n d t h a t t h e y should conclude an 
armist ice within 24 hours . As a m a t -
te r of fac t , as fa r b a c k as t h e middle of 
last Augus t , Ludendor f f to ld t h e F o r -
eign Secre tary t h a t s teps ough t t o be 
t aken , pr imar i ly t h r o u g h Hol land , t o 
m a k e a r r a n g e m e n t s t o nego t i a t e a n 
armist ice. Th is h e did a f t e r t h e Ger-
m a n de fea t of A u g u s t 8. T h a t de fea t 
caused a gap which could n o t be m a d e 
good ei ther b y n u m b e r s or by splendid 
520 

moral. W h a t course t h e G e r m a n dip-
l o m a t s a t t h a t t i m e real ly pu r sued is a 
m a t t e r of con jec tu re . W e h a v e no real 
d a t a on which to f o r m a n y unp re ju -
diced opinion on t h e e v e n t s of t he 
m i d d l e of Augus t , or t h e re la t ions be-
t w e e n H i n d e n b u r g a n d Ludendor f f . 
T h e following, however , a p p e a r s prob-
a b l e : W h e n , du r ing Augus t , H i n d e n -
burg , in a g r e e m e n t wi th Ludendor f f , 
a p p r o a c h e d t h e G o v e r n m e n t , a n d la ter 
on d e m a n d e d of t h e l a t t e r a n accoun t 
of h o w m a t t e r s s tood diplomatical ly , 
n e i t h e r of t h e generals , h a d t h e slight-
es t i n t e n t i o n or idea of an armist ice , 
which , of course, would m e a n the 
ann ih i l a t ion of t h e G e r m a n E m p i r e . 
T h e vers ion t h a t Ludendor f f h a d de-
m a n d e d a n a rmis t i ce wi th in 24 hours 
is c e r t a in ly n o t correct . I t is more 
p r o b a b l e t h a t Ludendor f f pressed for 
a n a r m i s t i c e a t t h e end of a t i m e pre-
v ious ly a r r a n g e d by t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
i tself . T h e Genera l , moreover , a t t he 
t i m e considered t h e s i tua t ion ex t reme-
ly cr i t ica l . A few days l a t e r his opinion 
was t h a t t h e s i tua t ion h a d changed for 
t h e b e t t e r , a n d , as a m a t t e r of f a c t , he 
w a s co r rec t in t h a t view. H e accord-
ingly did all in his power t o a v e r t t h e 
i m p e n d i n g poli t ical upheava l , b u t his 
e f fo r t s w e r e in vain. His enemies had 
h i m in t he i r power , t h e m o m e n t had 
a r r i v e d w h e n t h e y could o v e r t h r o w 
t h e m a n t h e y h a t e d , a n d whose energy 
a n d courage t h e y feared f r o m a poli t i-
cal s t a n d p o i n t . Doubt less , he would 
p r o v e a n insuperab le obs tac le t o the 
c a r r y i n g o u t of the i r r evo lu t iona ry 
p lans t o t h e conclusion of a peace a t 
a n y pr ice . W e m a y call t o m i n d t h e 
s t a t e of pub l i c opinion a t t h e t ime . If 
we could on ly h a v e a n a rmis t i ce a n d 
could p e r s u a d e our enemies of t h e 
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' r e a l i t y of the G e r m a n desire for 
peace, ' we should h a v e left, t h e worst 
behind us. Vorw&rhs wrote t h a t t h e 
t ime had come when it was absolu te ly 
necessary for us t o go t h r o u g h with 
t h e a c c e p t a n c e of t h e a rmis t i ce condi-
t ions — (which, by t h e way , were not 
known a t t h e t ime) — and t h a t then 
we should h a v e peace and bread and 
all so r t s of good th ings ; b u t in a n y 
case an a rmis t i ce a t once! Ludendor f f 
and H i n d e n b u r g were a t t h a t very 
t i m e convinced t h a t i t was possible 
for G e r m a n y to con t inue t h e war for 
several m o n t h s longer, u n d e r f a r more 
favorab le condi t ions t h a n h i the r to . 
Over half a million re in fo rcements were 
a t t he i r disposal . R e p o r t s concerning 
t h e posit ion of t h e E n t e n t e all agreed 
t h a t t h e Allies would be forced to 
cease fighting be fo re t h e end of t h e 
year . T h e s e r epor t s were conf i rmed by 
t h e s t a t e m e n t s m a d e by var ious E n g -
lish officers. H i n d e n b u r g ' s ancl L u d e n -
dor f f ' s opinion t h a t by going on fight-
ing t h e condi t ions ( b o t h so f a r a s t h e 
a rmis t i ce ancl peace were concerned) 
would improve as m o n t h succeeded 
m o n t h , has been comple te ly vindi-
c a t e d u p t o now. W h e n t h e f r igh t fu l 
t e r m s of t h e a rmis t i ce were m a d e pub-
lic t h e whole b l ame was t h r o w n on 
Ludendor f f and t h e accursed mi l i t a ry 
sys t em, etc. 

I n th is connect ion we m a y ask 
w h e t h e r (Ludendor f f hav ing a l ready 
resigned) t h e a rmis t i ce condi t ions were 
over laid before t h e H i g h C o m m a n d , 
t h a t is t o say, before H i n d e n b u r g , and 
w h a t his opinion was. T h i s quest ion 
a p p e a r s t o us highly i m p o r t a n t ; in any 
case h i s to ry m u s t r e t u r n t o it. T o 
force th i s a rmis t i ce on t h e G e r m a n 
E m p i r e a n d people, except u n d e r con-
di t ions of t h e d i res t necessi ty , was 
foolish, coward ly , a n d cr iminal . T h e 
gu i l ty persons m u s t be f o u n d o u t and 
b r a n d e d . T h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y h a s t e of 
t h e democra t i c a n d social democra t i c 

par t ies t o lay all the blame 011 L u d e n -
dorff is sufficiently character is t ic . We 
know t h a t every Soldiers' Council ancl 
every newsboy can prove conclusively 
t h a t Ludendorf f b rough t a b o u t t h e 
c a t a s t r o p h e by his g rea t s t ra teg ic b lun-
ders. W e do not a t t e m p t t o express an 
opinion on t h e mil i tary events , t he i r 
causes, etc., or on t h e conduc t of t h e 
var ious mi l i ta ry leaders, b u t we m u s t 
repea t our firm conviction t h a t t h e 
real cause of our failures a n d t h e con-
sequen t debacle was t h e d i s rup t ive 
work on the ' h o m e f r o n t / t o g e t h e r 
wi th t h e Nor thcl i f fe p r o p a g a n d a . In 
th is way has G e r m a n y been over-
th rown , and annihi la ted as a Power . 
W e can only repeat t h a t we h a v e m a d e 
mis takes j u s t as our enemies h a v e 
done. On t h e German side, so f a r as 
mi l i ta ry mis takes a re concerned, only-
one was made in any decisive sense, 
t he original plan of t h e campa ign , and 
this had its political side. W e m u s t lay 
t h e b l ame on t h e former c o m m a n d for 
t h e fac t t h a t their reports , a n d even 
the i r confidential communiques, s ince 
A u g u s t 8, were conceived in f a r t oo 
opt imis t ic a vein; t h e t r u e s t a t e of 
affa i rs was hardly indicated. B u t we 
c a n n o t believe t h a t men l ike H i n d e n -
burg a n d Ludendorff would h a v e m a d e 
such huge mis takes if t h e y h a d only-
t a k e n t h e advice of t h e E d i t o r s of t h e 
Frankfurter Zeitung, the Berliner Tage-
blatt, a n d Vonoarts! Ludendor f f is now 
regarded as a t r a i to r t o his c o u n t r y 
and a criminal , and this m e a n h o u n d i n g 
clown of a brave m a n is p a r t i c i p a t e d 
in by m a n y of those who f o r m e r l y con-
sidered no praise t oo high for t h e Gen-
eral. T h e y forget t h a t H i n d e n b u r g , 
who to -day is r ightly acclaimed bv all, 
was Chief of the General Staff of t h e 
a r m y in t h e field, a n d Ludendor f f his 
Q u a r t e r m a s t e r General . T h e a ims 
of bo th generals dur ing 1918 were 
ident ical . W e canno t c o n d e m n one 
a n d belaud the other . If th is is done, 
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it only shows bad fa i th , and is merely-
serving political ends. E v e n if Genera] 
Ludendorff has m a d e mis takes , lie c an -
not be regarded by a n y sane G e r m a n 
as an incapable leader or a cr iminal in 
a n y sense. I t is a qu i t e comprehens i -
ble fac t t h a t he lost his nerve for a 
shor t t ime a f t e r his s u p e r h u m a n 
exert ions — b u t w h y was he com-
pelled to retire before he was himself 
again? 

T h e D e u t s c h e Tagcsze i tung 

One of t h e mos t despicable faul ts 
and weaknesses is t h a t of d a m n i n g and 
s lander ing g r ea t leaders , because their 
n a m e is in some w a y connec ted with 
fa i lure a n d mi s fo r tune . If t h e German 
Crown P r i n c e h a d n o t a r r ived in t h e 
nick of t i m e a t K o n i g G r a t z , in 1868, 
M o l t k e , B i smarck , a n d K o n i g Wil-
he lm would h a v e r ema ined t o us as 
s t a n d i n g examples of an accursed and 
r o t t e n s y s t e m . 

PRESIDENT WILSON 

A N A U S T R I A N V I E W 

B Y P R O F E S S O R M . J . B O N N 

T w o years have elapsed since Pres i -
d e n t Wilson presented his first peace 
proposal t o t h e bel l igerent powers in 
t h e no te of December-18 , 1916. Since 
t h e beginning of t h e war he had wai ted 
for t h e day t h a t i t would be p e r m i t t e d 
him t o poin t o u t t h e w a y t o peace for 
t h e E u r o p e a n world in t h e n a m e of t h e 
g rea t Amer ican na t ion , in which a r e 
uni ted descendants of all t h e fighting 
peoples. H e h a d repea ted ly encoun-
t e r ed insurmountab le obstacles, un t i l 
finally in December , 1916, when t h e 
G e r m a n peace t ende r of D e c e m b e r 
12 had made known t h e readiness of 
t h e Cen t ra l Powers for peace, .and t h e 
collapse of t h e R u m a n i a n offensive 
had lowered t h e hope's of t h e Allies, 
t h e r ight hour seemed t o h a v e come. 
H e deceived himself. I t was n a t u r a l 
t h a t his in te rven t ion should be sus-
pec ted by the Allies as u n d e r t a k e n in 
connivance with t h e C e n t r a l Powers . 

I t was comprehens ib le t h a t people in 
G e r m a n y , i r r i t a t ed b y Amer ica ' s de-
l ivery of mun i t i ons t o her enemies, 
should n o t see t h e connect ion of th ings 
in t h e r igh t l ight . T h e newspapers 
proc la imed t h a t we w a n t e d no Wilson 
peace. Wi l son ' s c h a r a c t e r a n d person-
a l i ty • we re sys temat i ca l ly d is tor ted . 
T h e concep t ion t h e G e r m a n people 
held of h i m bore no correspondence 
w i t h a c t u a l fac t s , b u t cons t i t u t ed a 
l iving example of t h e n a i v e childish-
ness a n d s impl ic i ty w i t h which a na-
t ion of poe t s a n d t h inke r s can fo rm its 
political h a t r e d s and i ts political 
af fect ions . 

T h e G e r m a n s h a v e been t a u g h t to 
view poli t ical ques t ions f r o m an e thno-
g raph ic n a t i o n a l s t a n d p o i n t . T h e y a re 
inclined t o see t h e bonds of political 
u n i t y on ly in t h e t ies of blood and 
speech, a n d t h e y se ldom comprehend 
t h a t c o m m o n ins t i t u t ions and com-
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