'NEW BOOKS IN FRANCE

Ames néuves, by. Henry Poulaille. Paris:

Bernard Grasset, 1925. 7 {r. 50 c,

It is not surprising that the chief characters in
all these short stories should be poorand unhappy
little children, for the author has worked on the
staff of L’Humanité and devoted much effort to
attempts to improve the conditions of the lower
clagses. He knows his subjects, and, furthermore,
his heart is fouched by the rough treatment to
which the tender souls of little children are ex-
posed. In stylethe bookis severe and restrained;
there is no sentimentalizing except between the
lines. By sticking to familiar ground and by not
attempting too ambitious a performance, M.
Poulaille is laying the firmest kind of founda-
tion for a brilliant literary career. He is only
thirty years old, but his work abounds in happy
deft touches that many an older writer might
‘envy. He will bear watching.

'Maria, by Lucien Gachon. Paris: Editions du
Monde Moderne, 1925. 7 fr. 50 c.

This extraordinary book is not the work of
a literary man at all; the author is an Auvergne
peasant who has set down .a piece of strict
" observation — a relation of facts rather than an

ordinary novel. Maria has a peculiar quality of:

its own. It describes the daily life of a young
peasant girl who marries, after a certain amount
of family bickering, settles with her husband’s
people, and then just goes on living a monotonous
round of hard work and:meagre pleasures. Her
‘character, which is not a very subtle one, is
admirably drawn —her calculating impulsive-
ness” when in love, her kindness toward her
husband and his family, her pride and her hard-
ness. She is guided instinctively by peasant
traditions of economy, self-interest, and vanity.
M. Gachon’s style is surprisingly smooth; nature
and art are delicately blended, and the result is

a literary curiosity that is also a literary achieve-

ment.

La Revanche, by André Thérive. Paris: Bernard
Grasset, 1925, 7 fr. 50 c.

Herre is something in the traditional French-
novel vein. The setting is a provincial town, the
characters include an old couple, their great-
niece, her uncle, and the uncle’s illegitimate son.
In obedience to the wishes of his brother and
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sister, the uncle does not recognize his offspring.
End of Part I. The second part of the book tells
of the attempted revenge of the illegitimate son,
who tries to accomplish the ruin of his legitimate
cousin, Cécile. His efforts are unsuccessful —

though the same thing cannot be said. of the
anthor, who has shown us a little cdraer of French
provincial life in clear, easy prose that is a delight

- to read.

Roux_le Bandit, by André Chamson. Paris:
Bernard Grasset, Les Cahiers Verts, 1925.
9 fr.

THe truth of the matter is that Roux was really
not a bandit at all. He simply refused to serve -

in the French army during the war, and fled to
the mountains, where he assumed the triple role
of cave-man, prophet, and conscientious objector.
His fellow townsmen treated him like a monster
ofiniquity, likea deserter under fire. But at theend
of thebookhe comesintohisown and explains why
he was too proud to fight. The story is told with
great economy through the medium of an old
Cévennes peasant, a touch that gives the book
real local color without afflicting the reader with
the difficulties that dialect .is heir to. M. Cham-
son is a young writer, and this is his first book to
find a Paris publisher.

L’Homme couvert de femmes, by Pierre Drieu
. La Rochelle. Pa.rls Nouvelle Revue Frangaise,
1925.

ACCORDING to conﬁdentia,] advices just received
from Paris, this book is going. to cause some
exciterment. The title is a happy one, for
wherever the hero goés he creates a panic among
the petticoats. Hebreaks all the rules of successful
love-makers, yet his fascination is fatal, his flair
flawless. The theory that he works on —in-
tuitively, of course—is to say just what he thinks
on all occasions. Yetheknowswhat he is doing at
every moment; his head is always quite clear.
Being a gentleman of refined seansibilities, he
prefers a pretty, tender-hearted girl to the type
who is a bear at intellectual conversation. In
plan the book is a hodgepodge, but there is
enough material in it for a dozen ordinary novels.
The author, a veteran of the war, is a man of
turbulent personality who has attracted an en-
thusiastic following. .



Students - Teachers - Publishers

A Triangle of Common Interest
’ SERVED BY

The Magazine World

For Students —

An attractive school periodical reprinting
the best stories and artxcles from all the
standard magazines.

For Teachers—

. A monthly text book of current literature
designed to introduce the best things on the
‘newsstand. .

For Publishers—

An opportunity to familiarize young readers
with the interesting features of their maga-
zines.

The Magazine World is published under
the same Management as the Atlantic
Monthly. A release is made each
month from October through May.

CLUB RATES FOR SCHOQLS\
Send NovMoney with Order

———————————— INTRODUCTORY OFFER —— ——~——— —— —_ -

THE MAGAZINE WORLD, Concord, N. H., or ‘ LeA. 116
8 Arlington Street, Boston, Mass. - :

.+~ Pleasesendme .......... coples of the Magazine World which | may offer to my
students at the special rate of 20¢ per copy. After ten days [ will return any copies which
have not been used, remitting at 20c each for the copies retained.
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INDIANS of the ENCHANTED
'~ DESERT
By Leo CrRANE

Mustrated from many photographs, this book of Izco
Crane’s does successfully for the Enchanted Empire what
has previously been merely attempted. Tourists and artists
have tried, and in vain, to do justice to the majesty of this
desert and its colorful inhabitants.

Because Mr. Crane has governed four different {ridian
reservations he has had an unparalleled opportunity to
develop the true understanding of Indian problems, which
is exhibited in his account of the. mysterious rites, subtle
psychology, and involved folk-lore of these Hopi and
Navajo tribes. . -, '

H. L. Mencken says: “Here, for the first time, Thither
Arizona begins to exist. The book.is-charmingly written.
It avoids laborious details. [t is a panorama of beautiful
things, and a narrative of hard and useful work donein a
lonely place, without thanks and against depressing
difficulties.” - ’

Hlustrated, 350 pages, gilt top.  $5.00

]

MY AFRICAN NEIGHBORS
A " ByHans COUDENHOVE

i N -

Hans Coudenhove is another writer who knows whereof he spéaks —and his description
of his permanent home in Nyasaland is based on real living experience. Eminent natural-
ists have declared that his observations are remarkably keen and accurate. However, his
scientific trend in no way obscures the entertaining descriptions of his black friends and
the idiosyncrasies of his pets. : - .

“In spite of his absences from all civilizing influences, Hahs Coudenhove is indubitably
a cultivated and contented man. ‘Furthermore, he is a delightful raconteur with a rare fund
of first hand infor_matiqn about wild life, human and otherwise.” — Chicago Daily News.

Tlustrated, 300 pages. $2.50
At all booksellers
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We supply all books | -THE ATLANTIC.MONTHLY BOOKSHOP <
RS -+ 8 Arlington St., Boston (17), Mass. )
advertised or re- - - E o (9 .
. . - .. Gentlemen: Enclosed find,. .. ..... (of charge §
viewed "l,‘ ?he Living . my account). and mail, postpaid, books checked: (?3
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