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The World Over 
V E N I Z E L O S AT T H E H E L M A G A I N 

THE assumption of power in Greece 
by Eleutherios Venizelos, whose 
career is sketched elsewhere in this 

issue, is an event which promises well for 
the immediate future in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. I t offers the best possible 
ground for hope that Greece is a t last 
ready to settle down, abandon the per-
petual political turmoil from which she 
has suffered more, longer, and with less 
profit than any other Balkan state; and 
go to work in earnest on her problems of 
post-war reconstruction, which are far 
more difficult than those faced by her 
neighbors. 

To understand the difficulties that 
M. Venizelos faces, one must remember 
that (except for the Turks) the Greeks 
have been under arms longer than any 
other modern power. Greece mobilized 
with the other Balkan states when she 
went to war with Turkey in 1912. The 
two Balkan wars employed all her 
strength until late in 1913, and before 
demobilization had been completed, the 
World War was upon her. Although the 
Greek Army did not a t once take an 
active par t in that struggle, no state — 
least of all a small one — can send its 
soldiers home when the rest of the world 
is ablaze. The army remained on ap-
proximately a war footing until even-
tually, after the Venizelists had broken 
the power of King Constantine, Greece 
entered the War on the side of the Allies. 
In 1919, when the rest of the world was 
demobilizing, the Greek army occupied 
Smyrna; and presently, urged on/by the 
military ambitions of King Constantine 
af ter his return to power and the fall of 
Venizelos, engaged in its grandiose at-
tempt to wrest from the Turks even more 
of Asia Minor than the Allies had 
awarded Greece. How this ended, all the 
world knows. The overwhelming Turkish 
victory, the capture and burning of 

Smyrna in 1922 marked the end of Greek -
ambitions in Asia Minor. 

Greece had been under arms for ten 
years. Such of her young manhood as 
survived had lost the best ten years of 
their lives, had lost the opportunity to 
gain footholds in civil life, had los t ' the 
early training in business, trades, and 
professions whereby they might have 
learned to serve their country in the arts 
of peace. Then came the so-called 'ex-
change of populations' with Turkey. 
The Turkish nationalists who, under 
Mustapha Kemal Pasha, had made good 
the gravest of Turkey's war losses, were 
determined to end once for all Greek 
ambitions to possess the lands in Asia 
Minor which had large Greek popula-
tions. They compelled an agreement 
under which Greeks in Asia Minor were 
to be 'exchanged' for Turks living in 
Greece. Theoretically, the property of 
each group of refugees was to be used 
to recompense the other for what it had 
left behind. Practically, such. a.-plan 
was unworkable. Greece, exhausted by 
the financial difficulties due to ten years 
of war and by her internal broils, found 
herself suddenly presented with a mil-
lion destitute citizens, for whom there 
was no place, but who, nevertheless, 
had to be taken care of. Even with the 
aid of the League of Nations, the task 
was almost insuperable. 

I t was made more difficult by the 
perpetual political intrigues, which the 
volatile Greek temperament encouraged. 
The Smyrna disaster cost King Con-
stantine his throne for the second time. 
His son Alexander, who succeeded him, 
died from the bite of a pet monkey. King 
George, Alexander's brother, was driven 
from power, and a republic was estab-
lished. The republic became a dictator-
ship and then "again a republic. Royalist 
plotted against republican, republican 
against royalist, and the republican 
factions plotted against each other. 

Lately there have been serious strikes 
among the tobacco workers around 
Salonica, driven to desperation by the 
low wages due to the masses of unem-
ployed refugees who have glutted the 
labor market. Troops, called out to sup-
press the strikers, are said to have re-
fused to fire. As usual, Moscow's hidden 
hand is suspected. The election which 
brought Venizelos back to power was 
held amid such intense suspicion tha t 
it was seriously proposed to mark each 
voter's fingers with a chemical after he 
had cast his ballot, to prevent ' repeat-
ing ' — an a t tempt abandoned only be-
cause the election officials could find no 
harmless chemical the traces of which 
could not be removed the same day. 

Such is the situation tha t M. Veni-
zelos inherits. Admittedly the equal in 
talent of any living statesman, he be-
comes Premier under conditions which, 
in spite of their distressing aspects, are 
in certain respects more favorable than 
those under which he held office before. 
Except immediately after the Smyrna 
disaster,' the country has never been in 
worse condition; bu t it has apparently 
learned its lesson — at least for the time 
being. M. Venizelos has forsworn any 
intention of fur ther military efforts in 
Asia Minor. The Greek lands there, he 
admits, are lost for good. Tha t means no 
more military adventures, and no more 
war drains on the treasury. 
' The election returns show that he 

has a united Greece behind him. Royalist 
plots seem, for the time being, in abey-
ance. The Great Powers with whom he 
has long dealt and with whom he must 
now deal, know him, admire him, even 
trust him — so far as one statesman 
ever trusts another. If Greece will only 
trust him too, and support him long 
enough, he will probably succeed in 
putting the country on its feet. But there 
is always a disquieting reflection: in this 
wicked world a really great statesman 
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never does the best work he can do. He 
does the best work his people will allow 
him to. And since the days of Aristides, 
the Greeks have been notoriously fickle! 
Will Greece stand behind her great leader 
long enough to let him succeed? Tha t is 
the one great question. 

S P A I N I S B O B E D 

SPAIN'S ' three months ' Dictator-
ship' is busily celebrating its fifth 

anniversary as we go to press, and it 
cannot be said tha t Spanish joy is un-
confined. Primo de Rivera answered his 
King's call to power on September 13, 
1923, proclaiming that he would require 
at most ninety days to apply his blunt 
soldier's remedy to Spanish ills and re-
store his country to health again. He has 
remained five years, and lately intimated 
that he plans to stay for five years more. 
The yoke of dictatorship, never so irking 
in Spain as it has proved in countries 
farther to the East, perhaps sits no more 
awkwardly on Spanish shoulders to-day 
.than it did five years ago; but Spaniards 
are wearying of a regime whose task, 
though admittedly temporary, seems 
never to get done, and are growing im-
patient with a Dictator who always 
breaks his. promise to resign. 

At the beginning of the summer, it was 
whispered throughout the country that 
Primo's relinquishment of power was 
close at hand. The Dictator, a widower 
weary of a soldier's life, was about to take 
to wife a Spanish countess, Senorita Mer-
cedes de Castellanos. He was thought 
to be afflicted with a grave stomach 
ailment — some said diabetes — tha t 
caused him great suffering and required 
the strictest diet. He badly needed rest 
from five years' strain. Consequently, 
when a Bilbao newspaper supposedly 
close to the government printed a posi-
tive statement that, immediately after 
his marriage the Dictator would resign, 
the news was accepted as authoritative. 
Even those journals most favorable to 
the Dictatorship, such as El Debate, at 
the same time tha t they lauded Primo's 
achievements, were ungracefully fervent 
in their approval of the plan. 

Then, as quickly as a conjurer turns 
a card, the face of the situation was 
completely reversed. Primo from a sick-
bed broke his engagement, charging his 
fiancee with gambling on the stock ex-
change at the expense of his own pres-
tige; affirmed his intention to remain at 
his post; and denounced his political op-
ponents anew. A few weeks later, reports 
of a fresh revolutionary plot trickled out 
of Spain to give point to the Dictator's 
denunciation — a plot in which a thou-
sand 'preventive' arrests were reported 
to have been made and the King's life 

threatened by a bomb. The hopeful days 
of the early summer were over, and the 
Dictatorship was back in the same 
position it had occupied for half a decade 
past. 

'As far as I personally am concerned,' 
said Primo at this time, ' I could leave 
my office to-day covered with glory, and 
retaining at least a part of my health. If 
1 stay at the head of the government 
five years more, I risk that glory and I 
definitely compromise my health. When 
I see the decadence which'shamed Spain 
in the past ready to spring up again, 
however, I am ready to make this new 
sacrifice for my country.' . 

His enemies say that.in thus using the 
necessity of beating down a new wave 
of opposition to justify his retention of 
power, "Primo admits the failure of his 
five years' rule. Most European observ-
ers, however, consider his position to be 
as strong as it has ever been. He felt 
quite safe, for instance, in allowing the 
Spanish Socialist Party to meet openly 
at Hendaye, close to the French border, 
late this summer. The Socialists seized 
the opportunity to fulminate and call 
him bad names, characterizing his 
regime as ' the most unscrupulous ever 
known in Spain!' but nothing happened. 
The hope that the-King might be counted 
upon to cast down the Dictator he had 
called to power seems also vanished. 
For Alfonso, on the occasion' of the 
official opening of the new trans-Pyre-
nean railway between France and Spain 
a few months ago, backed his Prime 
Minister in words that rang with sincer-
ity. The King's speech was hailed as 
especially significant because, although 
in the past he has invariably used French 
in such international ceremonies, this 
time he chose to speak in Spanish, as 
though to emphasize the fact that he 
was weighing his words carefully and 
wished them to reach his own people 
without being garbled by translators. 

I t seems clear that the weakness of 
the Spanish Dictatorship lies not in any 
doubt of its ability to maintain itself, 
but in the fact that it does not consti-
tute, as Fascism does in Italy, a con-
structive political system, or for that 
matter pretend to be a political system 
at all. The two dictatorial regimes are as 
different as the two men who head-them. 
Primo de Rivera has neither the brains 
nor the aggressive personality of Mus-
solini, who means to set up a new system 
of government for the years to come. He 
has only good humor,- good will, a politi-
cally passive people to deal with; and his 
regime, far from laying the foundations 
of the future, is merely acting as a stop-
gap for the present. The Duce's chance 
for lasting glory, if he has one, lies in the 

possibility that he may establish a sys-
tem of government tha t will outstay his 
own life. -Primo's rule, on the other hand, 
is admittedly only a transition period 
between the anarchy of 1923 and. the 
setting up of a new constitutional order. 

- I t is Spain's tragedy that the new order 
is no nearer to-day than it seemed five 
years ago, and that the transition is an 
interlude tha t leads to nothing. 

Even the most politically passive of 
peoples tires some day of being led 
nowhere. Even the most complacent of 
governments cannot mark time for-
ever. As His Excellency, Don Miguel 
Primo de Rivera y Orbaneja, Marquis 
of Estrella, President of the Council of 
State, Grandee of Spain, and Lieutenant 
of the Armies enters his sixth year of 
power, I'Espagne, to modify a famous 
Frenchman's phrase, s'ennuie. If trouble 
comes to Miguel, it will be a revolt 
against boredom rather than an uprising 
against oppression. 

B A C K TO K A B U L 

PADISHAH AMANULLAH,-King of 
Afghanistan, has ended his Euro-

pean tour and with Queen Suraya has 
gone back to his palace at Kabul. The 
Queen, contrary to expectations, may 
prove to have been the more important 
figure of the pair. 

For five months this spring and sum-
mer the nations of Europe paid court 
t o . t h e Afghan royal couple. As they 
swept triumphantly from capital to 
capital — Amanullah, spruce in his uni-
form, Suraya, chic in her Paris gowns — 
factories opened their doors, banquet 
halls overflowed, troops marched and 
countermarched impressively, and the 
finest shops displayed their wares to let 
the monarchs choose. European atten^ 
tion naturally centred on Amanullah 
h imse l f—and on his checkbook; for 
here was the enlightened ruler of a 
Mohammedan Kingdom of Central Asia 
that was soon to emerge from century-old 
seclusion into the full glare of modernity, 
and would undoubtedly need European 
manufactured goods for the purpose. 
But Afghan eyes were fixed on Queen 
Suraya and her Paris gowns; for to those 
reared in the Mohammedan views of 
womanhood, the fact that the Queen 
had left the seclusion of the harem, 
had doffed her long gown and veil for the 
short skirts and revealing lines of Paris, 
meant the possibility of a tremendous 
change in Afghan life and social customs. 

The apprehension of Afghan husbands 
was great enough while Queen Suraya 
was toddling quietly along behind her 
royal husband across the 'continent of 
Europe. I t grew to fever heat as the 
homing couple neared Teheran, the 
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V \jrRAHCE\ 
From Die Hotcnkraker, Amsterdam 

A N OPTIMISTIC V I E W OF T H E K E L L O G G T R E A T I E S 

T H E P E A C E F U L D I P L O M A C Y of France, England, and America drives out Mars with pens made from the olive branch of peace. 

capital of neighboring Persia. For only a 
few days earlier, the wife of the Persian 
Shah had been driven from a mosque 
in the Holy City of Kum by the priests 
— simply because, while she wore the 
traditional schador covering her body 
from the top of her head to the soles of 
her feet, she had adjusted her veil in such 
a way that a glimpse of her face might 
be caught. The Shah had immediately 
avenged this insult to his wife by having 
the priests horsewhipped; but feeling was 
still strong, and the whole question of 
women's dress was in the air. 

All Persia, all Afghanistan, most of 
Islam were waiting anxiously to see how 
Queen Suraya would be arrayed when 
she arrived in troubled Teheran. Thou-
sands of Persian ladies, long hopeless of 
breaking down old traditions, had taken 
heart when they had read of Queen 
Suraya's appearance on the continent 
in European attire and had heard noth-
ing of Her Afghan Majesty 's being ex-
communicated for it by the descendants 
of the Prophet. Should she now appear 
in public in Teheran without the long 
schador, it might mean tha t the garment 
would disappear immediately from 
Persia, never to return. 

Suraya arrived at the station ele-
gantly garbed in European fashion and 
wearing a veil tha t was admittedly im-
proper, in that it consisted of a thin strip 
of silk covering only the lower portion of 
her face. But before more than a few 
could see her, a closed automobile rushed 
her at a furious pace to the Shah's palace, 
where she stayed with the Shah's wife 
in the harem and refused to appear in 
public at all. She was thus cannily non-
committal; and though she set a certain 
example, it is not reported that any 
Persian women have had the courage to 
follow. 

Arrived in Kabul, she has been equally 
reticent; but it is certain that sooner or 
later she will be the centre of a definite 

effort to bring Afghan women out of their 
seclusion and give them a share in the 
life of the country comparable to that 
which their Queen knows European 
women enjoy, Mustapha Kemal has 
been able to do it for Mohammedan 
women in Turkey, largely because he has 
broken the Caliphate and eliminated the 
reactionary power of the clergy. In 
Afghanistan, however, the influence of 
the Mohammedan holy men still hangs 
like a dark cloud over the country, and 
any attempt to introduce new customs 
in the capital is invariably met by a petty 
insurrection inspired by them in the wild -
outlying regions. I t will take months, 
perhaps years, to overcome such opposi-
tion and to let the Queen's abandon-
ment of traditional dress during her 
European tour have its - full effect. 
Meanwhile, as Amanullah busily gives 
his country factories and roads and 
schools, Suraya bides her time. 

R A T I F Y I N G T H E P E A C E T R E A T Y 

IT is a temptation for . the friends of 
peace — and who does not gladly 

count himself among their number? — 
to hail the signing of the Kellogg treaty 
as the end of a long road. At first glance 
it seems as if war has at last been 'out-
lawed' by the principal powers of the 
modern world. The lesser powers in con^ 
siderable number — though not origi-
nally parties to it, and in spite of pique 
in some quarters at not being "asked to 
first table' — officially indicated their 
intention of 'adhering' to the treaty 
almost as soon as it had been signed ; and 
there is no reason for doubting that 
practically every civilized state will 
eventually adhere. 

But at the present moment the Kel-
logg treaty, by its own terms, is, of 
course, merely so much paper. According 
to the text, the treaty does not come into 
force until the signatory powers have 
deposited 'all"their several instruments 

of ratification' at Washington. I t is 
worth italicizing the word all; for if 
language means anything, this clause 
means that the failure of a single power 
to ratify makes the treaty invalid. And 
of the fifteen states who signed the 
treaty last August, live must under their 
constitutions submit it to their legisla-
tive bodies before it becomes binding. 

The question assumes greatest im-
portance in the United States. Foreign 
diplomatic tradition usually gives pleni-
potentiaries the right to bind by their 
signatures the powers they represent. 
The procedure of subsequently submit-
ting treaties to parliaments is a relatively 
recent innovation, partly based on Amer-
ican precedent, but still so little under-
stood that Europe was thunderstruck 
in 1920 to discover that the Senate of the 
United States could refuse to approve 
an agreement made by the President, in 
spite of the fact that the Senate had in 
the past ofLen exercised this power. 

The question whether the Senate of 
the United States will ratify the Kellogg 
treaty is crucial. A failure to ratify would 
affect the entire future of American 
diplomacy, because the Kellogg treaty, 
in spite of M. Briand's original initia-
tive, is essentially America's handiwork. 
I t was America that urged it on the rest 
of the world and by slow degrees over-
came the objections of other powers. 
If now, for the second time in a decade, 
the Senate refuses to ratify a treaty on 
which the whole world is agreed, it will 
be difficult indeed for American diplo-
mats to secure for their overtures and 
agreements serious consideration in the 
future. In fact, several signatories have 
already announced that they will with-
hold their own ratifications' until the 
United States Senate has acted. 

I t seems on the whole highly probable 
that the Senate will ratify the treaty, 
partly because the personal animosities 
which contributed to the rejection of the 
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A P E S S I M I S T 

From the New Leader, London 

V I E W o r T H E K E L L O G G T R E A T I E S 

T H E D I P L O M A T S G A T H E R I N G in Paris are pictured as so many ravens, bringing not peace but 
forebodings of disaster. 

Versailles Treaty no longer all'ect sena-
torial relations with the Executive; 
partly because the Senators will not care 
to stand against public opinion,, which 
obviously favors the treaty or any other 
means that holds out the remotest hope 
of lessening the probability of war. 

We hesitate to suggest the thought, 
but it may be that it would facilitate the 
approval of the Kellogg Treaty by the 
United States Senate at its forthcoming 
session if the naval and preparedness 
program of the Coolidge Administration 
should be first considered by Congress 
and disposed of. Perhaps Mr. Hoover, 
when in his acceptance speech he 
stressed adequate preparedness in the 
same breath with which he approved the 
treaty outlawing war, thought to do his 
bit at this time to smooth the way for 
Senatorial ratification in December. But 
as President-elect, should he become 
such in November, Mr. Hoover's voice 
will be powerful in the councils of the 
ratificationists. Of that we may be sure. 

The treaty's chief value is tha t it 
establishes a state of mind unfavorable 
to war. Its real test will come when the 

powers begin to discuss practical ways 
of reducing in number the three million 
men now under arms in the military and 
naval services of allegedly peaceable 
nations. 

P R O T E C T I N G J A P A N E S E M O N A R C H Y 

TH E Japanese movement for the 
suppression of republican and radi-

cal thought, which began last March 
with the arrest of about a thousand 
men suspected of Bolshevistic leanings, 
has been carried a long step further by a 
recent amendment to the Peace Preser-
vation Law. So sweeping are the pro-
visions of this enactment that the Gov-
ernment dared not lay it before the Diet 
but waited until after adjournment and 
then brought the measure into force by 
means of an imperial ordinance. 

The amendment provides a death 
penalty for all who join any society 
whose object is a change in the form, of 
the state. I t thus becomes a capital 
offense not only to preach bolshevism, 
but even to preach republicanism; and a 
society for the study of so inoffensive 
a document as the Constitution of the 

United States would now undoubtedly 
be suppressed on the ground that it 
offended against the Mikado's peace. So 
nervous have Japan's rulers become on 
the question of republicanism tha t they 
avoid even mentioning the word in the 
new amendment. So carefully has it 
been drafted tha t such phrases as 
'abolition of the monarchy' are avoided, 
apparently on the ground that such a 
crime is too dreadful to be mentioned, 
even in a law designed to prevent it! 
Several million yen have been set aside 
for an espionage service to help root out 
dissatisfaction with the existing govern-
ment among all Japanese subjects. As 
Japanese revolutionaries frequently have 
to take refuge abroad, the espionage sys-
tem will be very wide spread. The news 
that it will have a London branch leads 
the Manchester Guardian to the indig-
nant observation that ' i t will be highly 
desirable to deny the hospitality of our 
shores to any Japanese subjects who are 
active on behalf of this organization, 
just as it will be desirable to offer hos-
pitality to any who are fugitives from 
the political terror. Japan is a great 
nation, and she too may have her Maz-
zini, Garibaldi, Salvemini, Kossuth, and 
Karl Marx. The right of asylum should 
be theirs, according to the ancient 
English custom.' 

The new amendment is the climax of 
the recent movement against 'danger-
ous thoughts, ' as the conservative Japa-
nese term modernistic or radical ideas. 
Not only have there been many political 
arrests but every effort has been made to 
clear the universities of ideas that might 
be regarded as subversive to the existing 
order. The educational authorities have 
agreed tha t no young man who has 
shown any interest in 'dangerous 
thoughts' will even be permitted to 
enter. 

The measure is defended on the 
ground tha t it is necessary for the pro-
tection of the Emperor. I t has been re-
ceived by the Japanese press and the 
Japanese people with every evidence of 
comple'te submission. 

T H E C R O W N OF A H M E T Z O G U 

TH E transformation of Ahmet Zogu 
— the Albanian ruler whose pictur-

esque career is treated elsewhere in this 
issue'— from a theoretically democratic 
President into a royal personage — rep-
resents something more than a mere 
addition to the crowned heads of Eu-
rope. I t is important because it creates 
one more link between the Fascist gov-
ernment and its Albanian dependency — 
for that is what, in spite of her nominal 
independence, Albania really is. Ahmet, 
whose retention of power depends wholly 
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on Italian support, has been allowed to 
assume the crown. I t makes no difference 
to the Italians what his title is. He has 
shown himself to be a strong man who 
can control the country; and the Ital-
ians, who control him, are willing enough 
to utilize his monarchical aspirations in 
order to strengthen their hold over him 
through his presumable gratitude for 
their favor. 

It is a move which will not be regarded 
with any great enthusiasm in Jugo-
slavia, Albania's northern neighbor. 
Both the Italians and the Jugoslavs have 
long sought to dominate Albania. Italy 
is following out her tra-
ditional policy of control-
ling as much of the 
Adriatic Sea as possible. 
She desires dominance 
here for two reasons: 
first, because if she can 
make the Adriatic into 
an Italian lake, the de-
fense of the east coast of 
Italy is assured; second, 
because Albania offers a 
convenient base for ex-
tending Italian trade not 
o n l y i n t o t h a t l i t t l e 
country but also into the 
Balkans as a whole. 

Both these desires clash 
with the natural wishes 
of the Jugoslavs. They, 
too, would like to control 
Albania—partly because 
it would give them access 
to the sea; partly be-
cause Jugoslavia, too, would like her 
share of Albanian trade, though, as an 
agricultural state, she has no such press-
ing necessity as the Italians to export 
manufactured goods. 

It is therefore annoying to the Jugo-
slavs to see their Italian rivals thus 
strengthening their hold in Albania — 
doubly so, because during the years 
when Ahmet struggled for mastery of 
the country with Fan Styrian Noli, the 
Bishop of Albania, the Jugoslavs sup-
ported him while the Italians backed his 
rival. But when Ahmet emerged vic-
torious in the struggle, his atti tude 
changed, and he went over completely to 
the Italians, later concluding a treaty 
which gives Italy a virtual protectorate. 

Jugoslavia, rent with internal dissen-
sion which recently threatened civil war, 
is at present in no condition to object. 
So far is she from offering open protest 
that the Parliament at Belgrade has at 
last, after bitter debate, passed the Net-
tuno treaty of amity with Italy. But, 
treaty or no treaty, resentment against 
the Italians is bitter, especially among 
Jugoslavia's citizens of Croatian blood. 

I t is this lingering bitterness which 
may ultimately prove more serious than 
any overt friction. For France is allied 
with the Jugoslavs and is on none too 
cordial terms with the Italians. Here, 
as the accompanying cartoon suggests, 
are the seeds of future conflict, which all 
the peace treaties in the world may not 
be able to allay. 

W E S T W A R D - H O ! W I T H T U R K E Y ' S 

D I C T A T O R 

l.S'l AIM 1A KEMAL PASHA, 
Dictator, of Turkey, makes a dra-

matic, unexpected entry into an open 
M' 

From the Amsterdammer, Amsterdam 

Y U G O S L A V I A ( T O I T A L Y ) : II' you bother me, I ' l l call my big brother. 

air fete in one of Constantinople's parks. 
The gala crowd is hushed before the 
Oracle of the New Turkey. Mustapha 
Kemal Pasha speaks. 

'Comrades,' he says, 'we are on the 
point of adopting new characters to ex-
press and develop our beautiful and 
harmonious language. We are obliged to 
free ourselves from those incomprehen-
sible Arab signs which for centuries have 
imprisoned our brains as in a vise. If 
eighty per cent of the Turkish nation is 
illiterate, it is the fault of those who shut 
it in this linguistic prison. I t is time to 
repair the faults of the past. Much has 
been done, but this step, which is not 
the last, is a prime necessity. I t is a 
patriotic duty to assimilate the new 
alphabet.' 

Thus does the Dictator play his part in 
Turkey's breathless rush to modernize 
herself. The change from Arab to Latin 
characters in Turkish writing is only 
one example. Naturally it must take 
place gradually; schoolbooks are to be 
changed over a period of seven years; 
newspapers are to begin printing some 
of their columns in Latin characters 

immediately, more as time goes on. Ih 
other fields modernization progresses 
also, and always the Dictator finds a 
way to help. He goes to another open air 
gathering, writes a page in Latin charac-
ters.which is read aloud and found to be 
a plea for the adoption of European 
music in Turkey, on the ground that 
Oriental music does not satisfy the 
modern Turkish soul. From here, he 
goes to a ball on Prinkipo Island, near 
Constantinople, joins in the dance him-
self, and loudly urges all the middle-
aged onlookers to take part in ' this 
agreeable sport of dancing' as it is done 

in Europe and America. 
When he wished to per-
suade Turkish women to 
adopt European customs 

• of.d ress' and coiffure, he 
a v o i d e d t h e f o r c e f u l 
methods which he had 
applied to men, and tried 
gallantry, instead. At the 
height of a mixed banquet 
and dance in the new 
capital city of Angora, 
for instance,- he would 
halt the festivities and 
c h a l l e n g e t h e l a d i e s 
p r e s e n t t o d'off t h e i r 
tcharchafs, or head scarfs, 
and it was done. Those 
who had already bobbed 
their hair gained credit 
therefor, and those who 
had not were inclined to 
regret their backward-
ness. To-day in Constan-

tinople— which the new Turk, incident-
ally, is paradoxically beginning to call 
by its old name of Stamboul — Turkish 
women in the streets of the city have 
almost without exception discarded the 
old head scarf for European cloche hats. 
A year ago only a small and hesitant 
minority had done so. Bobbed hair, too, 
is so common that nearly two hundred 
Turkish women in the old capital city 
have found occupation as coiffeuses. 

In pathetic contrast to this wholesale 
modernization stand the relics of the 
old Turkish way of life, the things 
which have been made a little ridiculous 
by change. In Constantinople the Serai, 
the old palace of the fallen Sultan Abdul 
Hamid, is turned into a museum popu-
lated by curious tourists; and the Yilciiz 
Kiosk, the Sultan's one-time summer 
palace, is a gambling casino. Most piti-
ful of all is the plight of the old servants 
of Abdul Hamid, slaves and eunuchs who 
were brought up under a system which 
exists no more. The calfas, or women 
superintendents of the odalisques, some-
Limes rose to positions of high esteem in 
the SulLan's household or in princely 
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houses; when the old regime fell, they 
were able to save from the wreck many 
valuable presents given them by their 
masters. These they have been selling 
one by one, until to-day little is left,, 
and the old women are living close to 
poverty. 

The black eunuchs from the Yemen, 
the Sudan, and Abyssinia, who once 
guarded the harems, have fared some-
what better. They have formed a 
union — the Eunuch's Friendly So-
ciety— which helps them to obtain 
work. Some are in government employ. 
Others are acting as guardians for the 
museum in the old harem of the Sultan's 
Palace', where they open for staring 
tourists the 'Gate of Felicity' which it 
was once their duty to guard with their 
lives against all intruders. One — and 
this indicates the high degree of educa-
tion which they sometimes reached — 
has been appointed teacher of literature 
in a girls' school in Constantinople; one 
is in full control of a fleet of newsboys on 
a thriving Turkish daily. 

T H E S U T T E E — A R E C E N T R E V I V A L 

NDIA has recently been amazed by 
a revival of the custom of suttee, 

whereby it is a widow's duty to allow 
herself to be burned to death on her 
husband's funeral pyre. The custom, 
which was for centuries firmly estab-
lished, has been gradually suppressed 
under English influence, and for many 
years no cases have been reported. 
The recent trial in the Patna High 
Court, however, reveals that in Barh, 
a small town in Behar in the thickly 
populated area along the Ganges, a 
young widow was persuaded by rela-
tives and Brahmin priests to immolate 
herself in accordance with the ancient 
custom. She had been assured that no 
human hand would light the pyre and 

that, if it took fire; the flame would be 
due to a miracle which no pious Hindu 
would wish to resist. 

Some one seems to have taken chem-
ical precautions to' make sure that the 
miracle would occur. The girl's toilet 
was supervised by the priests. She was 
led to the pyre, ascended it, seated 
herself according to the ancient ritual 
with her husband's head in her lap. 
At this moment flames burst from her 
clothing. 

The pain proved so intense that the 
young widow's courage failed her. She 
leaped from the pyre and rushed into the 
Ganges, which is in Hindu eyes a sacred 
river. Thereupon- the husband's corpse 
was also flung into the river and the 
priests shouted to the widow to drown 
herself. At this point the police inter-
vened and after some difficulty got the 
girl out of the stream, badly burned. 
In spite of her injuries, no physician was 
allowed to approach her, the priests 
regarding it as undesirable that she 
should survive the 'miracle' which had 
taken place. When at length a magistrate 
arrived with a larger, force of armed 
police, it was too late to save her life, and 
she died soon afterwards. 

Those who persuaded the young widow 
to undergo the rite of suttee have now 
been convicted by the High Court, 
partly on the ground that they persuaded 
her to risk her life and partly on the 
ground that they denied her aid after 
she had fled from the fire. But it is 
significant of the state of opinion in 
India — where even to-day few orthodox 
Hindus will go so far as specifically to 
condemn the practice of suttee — that 
some of the jurymen had grave doubts 
whether the flames might not really 
have been miraculous; and whether, in 
that case, the defendants were not 
entirely innocent. 

G E R M A N A T H L E T I C S 

TH E athletic movement in Germany 
has taken the place of the compul-

sory military training which was general 
before the war, and it is claimed that the 
present system has resulted in noticeable 
improvement in the physique and morale 
of young Germany. Under the older 
system, the German youth early in his 
career became familiar with all the vices 
of garrison life. To-day the strenuous 
training necessary for modern sports is 
helping to eliminate the drinking habit 
wi th its attendan t late hours and carouses. 
An impartial observer of the recent fes-
tival at Cologne, in which nearly two 
hundred thousand German youths par-
ticipated, declared that the German 
youth of to-day is physically fitter than 
the youth of most European countries. 
Nor are the young German athletes per-
mitted to forget patriotic sentiment dur-
ing these gatherings. On the recent oc-
casion, the Oberburgermeister, Dr. 
Adenauer, reminded the assemblage and 
their gues ts that G ermany was still suffer-
ing from the burden of occupation by 
foreign powers al though its strength and 
spirit had not been broken. Herr Siebel, 
President of the German Athletic Asso-
ciation, also took occasion to condemn in 
vigorous terms the continued occupation 
of German territory by the Allies. A 
branch of the German Athletes' Associa-
tion a t Hirschberg, in Silesia, only re-
cently erected a monument to 'der Alte 
Kaiser,'' William I, and to the memory 
of Germany's 'glorious past. ' In addi-
tion to the participants living in Ger-
many, the following countries were 
represented at the Festival at Cologne: 
Agentine, Brazil, Chile, China, Denmark, 
England, Holland, Italy, Japan, Lett-
land, Austria, United States, Switzer-
land, and South West Africa. 
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U. S. takes leadership in far Eastern cnsis ( recogniz. in 
Nationalist r^ime at Nanking ond pledging new treatq deal 

Coolidge Administration watches European novo' developments, 
having refused to engage while a -

b r o a d in ^ c o n v e r s a t i o n s ' o n E u r o p e a n p r o b l e m s 

Anglo-French novol agreement 
arouses world, i n t e r e s t 

An t i -war pact s igned bî  
Fi f t e e n na t i ons in Poris 

M o d e r a t e I nd ian op in ion Fa-
vors dominion s t a t u s as new 
bosis o f ' E m p i r e r e l a t i o n s F i l i p i n o s g ra t i f i ed as Governor-Gen-

e r a l S t imson adopts poiicq of replac-

e d cers w i th civil ian a ids ng ormq 

Opposi t ion partly r e f uses to 

participate in Ponamo elections; 

U.S.'decl ines to i n t e r v e n e 

Jugoslovio ratifies Italian 
treotij, defying Croat"op-
position to Serb'bctroî ol' 

azil's diamond fields, qripped 
bi] l abo r t r o u b l e s , p a c i f i e d 
b^ M a t t o Grosso v i g i l an tes 

Greek republicans 
r o u t roya l i s ts in 
c ruc i a l e l e c t i o n s 

wmmsm awmmmi 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF CURRENT EVENTS 
What is Happening in World Politics, Mapped and Summarized 

Ti lE pageant of peace, staged a t Paris to con-
summate the Anti-War Pact, lias become a 

procession in which fifteen nations form a well-
ordered vanguard of pioneer 'signatories.' Be-
hind these band-wagoners of the newest move 
to outlaw war, the forty-five other s tates of the 
world, from Russia to Siam, are invited to fall in 
line as 'adhering powers.' Yet, while the repre-
sentatives of the nations were preparing to go 
to Paris to sign Lhe Briand-Kcllogg treaties, 
Downing Street and the Quai d'Orsay were 
making, on the side, a new diplomatic deal. 

This ill-timed revival of the Anglo-French 
entente dominates the international scene. Its 
naval provisions lling the whole armament 
problem in the face of a too sanguine world. 
How can the aims of Britain and France well lie 
challenged, now that war as an instrument, of 
national policy has been renounced by- the 
principal nations of the world, themselves in-
cluded!1 Germany is too weak to oppose this 
pooling of land and sea power; and the United 
States is left under the Anti-War Pact with no 
more than a voice of protest. 

In the Old World, domestic problems of in-
ternational importance hold- attention. Wide-
spread and subterranean unrest troubles the 
Spanish dictatorship. Europe's only non-Chris-
tian ruler, Ahmet Bey Zogu, ascends the throne 
of erstwhile republican Albania. The feud 
between Croat and Serb in Jugoslavia has 
been brought to the danger point, by Belgrade's 

ratification ol' the bated Italian treaty the in- • 
slant the murdered peasant leader Bad itch was 
safely buried. Greece, too, had her tense mo-
ment during general elections dominated by the 
veteran Venizelos; her royalist movement, how-
ever, was crushed by an avalanche ol' republican 
votes. 

The British, guardians of Palestine and Irak, 
have had to deal with a delicate situation. Ibn 
Saud, the Arabian fundamentalist of Islam, has 
threatened trouble over the failure of negotia-
tions on border garrisons. India continues on 
its ponderous way, a problem that the British 
cannot quite grasp. They are a little helped 
by the fact, that many I ndian leaders are inclin-
ing toward some form of dominion government. 

In the Philippines the United States is 
reaping the advantage of Governor-General 
Stimson's acceptance of civilians for his official 
family; the 'Cavalry Cabinet ' of army officers 
has given way under new insular legislation 
to nice young men from Yale. 

The Chinese situation undergoes kaleido-
scopic changes. First, the United States, reas-
serting a seemingly lost, leadership in Lhe Orient, 
recognizes the Nationalist regime and gives 
Nanking a much-needed promise of speedy 
treaty revision. Second, Nanking challenges 
Japanese dominance in Manchuria and insists 
on the cancellation of pivotal treaties between 
China and Japan. Third, Mongolian forces, 
reported to be backed by the Beds, attack 

North Manchuria. Thus a triangular struggle 
between Japanese, Chinese Nationalists, and 
Mongols has developed for control of the three 
Manchurian provinces admittedly vital to the 
prosperity of Lhe Mikado's country.-

The Latin American scene presents four high 
spots. Calles retains control of the Mexican 
situation. Honduras, though declining to 
accept Washington's proposal of arbitration 
by the Central American Tribunal to setlle 
her boundary dispuLe with Guatemala, does 
not reject the principle of pacific settlement. 
Costa Rica, for reasons best known Lo herself, 
has asked Lhe League Lo interpret the Monroe 
Doctrine in the light of Article X X I of the 
League Covenant — which delicate question 
Lhe Council has laid before Lhe Assembly. 
WashingLon has declined to intervene in Pan-
ama, proposing to let the isthmian government 
party run its steam-roller course through the 
national elections in the face of abstention from 
the polls by the opposition. 

The Council and the Assembly of Lhe League 
meet in Geneva for their fifty-first, and ninth 
sessions respectively. A year's survey of gen-
eral activities — not Lo mention such special 
problems as disarmament —fills League politics. 
The selection of Ex-Secret,ary of Slate Hughes 
to fill lhe vacant judgeship on the World 
Court is favored by the majority of nations 
represented at the League Assembly. 

C H A R L E S H O D G R S 
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