
The fiftieth anniversary of the English 
Society for Psychical Research gave 
the British Broadcasting Corporation 
an opportunity to present this sum-
mary of authenticated revelations. 

Spiritualism 
Put to Proof 

By G E R A L D H E A R D 

From The Listener 
Weekly Organ of the British Broadcasting Corporation . 

J U S T lately there have been signs 
t h a t psychical research m a y be abou t 
to reach the stage in which definite 
records can be made, under control 
condit ions, o f ' s u p e r n o r m a l phenom-
ena—or w h a t m a n y researchers now 
prefer to call, I th ink wisely, by the 
n o n c o m m i t t a l n a m e of pa ranormal 
phenomena . Science is measurement , 
and when ins t ruments of precision can 
be used to m a k e records of pa ranormal 
occurrences then a t last we are ap-
proaching the s tage when the facts-
m a y be ordered into laws and we m a y 
begin to have a general idea as to 
w h a t they mean . Le t me -try to tell 
you qu i t e briefly how this s t a t e of 
affairs has come about . 

I had be t te r tell the s tory f rom 
the beginning because i t is p robably 
known only " to very few people. I t 
s t a r t s as far back as the war years and 
as fa r away as Austr ia . Dur ing the 

W a r a p r in te r h a d his curiosi ty 
aroused by the f ac t t h a t the officers of 
a reg iment t h a t was qua r t e r ed near by 
came in regular ly to his works to b u y 
large sheets of whi t e paper . Final ly , 
they told h im w h y they bough t the 
paper . T h e y w a n t e d it for au tomat i c 
wri t ing wi th a p lanche t t e . Th i s in-
terested h im, and a f t e r some t ime he 
persuaded t he officers to hold a s i t t ing 
in his house. T h e s i t t ing led to his two 
young sons ' becoming, in tu rn , medi-
ums who aroused considerable interest . 

Some of the s i t ters were so con-
vinced t h a t when they sa t wi th 
the younger b ro the r , R u d i Schneider, 
something of a p a r a n o r m a l kind' took 
place1 t h a t t hey persuaded the me-
dium to undergo considerable control 
in the hopes of being able to ob ta in a 
records M a n y s i t t ings h a v e now been 
held wi th R u d i Schneider , and several 
observers of scientific s t and ing h a v e 
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been grea t ly impressed. I need only 
r e f e r ' y o u to a le t te r in the Times a 
shor t t ime ago f rom D r . Will iam 
Brown, the reader in men ta l philoso-
p h y a t Oxford , and t h a t of Professor 
Fraser -Harr i s . These observers are 
convinced t h a t things happened in 
their presence a t the Na t i ona l Labora -
to ry of Psychical Research which they 
could no t explain ei ther by f r a u d or by 
hal lucinat ion. 

B u t of course t h a t again does no t 
t ake us f u r t h e r along this difficult 
p a t h of -exploration. Fo r the last 
twen ty years there have been eminent 
scientists who have told us t h a t at 
seances they have witnessed the mos t 
r emarkab le p a r a n o r m a l phenomena . 
T h e fac t remained t h a t t hey brought 
back no t abu l a t ed record. B u t in the 

. ease of R u d i Schneider a t last an ad-
vance beyond this posit ion has been 
m a d e . 

You p robab ly know t h a t one of the 
grea tes t obstacles to the scientific in-
vest igat ion of pa rano rma l phenomena 
is t h a t the med ium near ly always in-
sists t h a t the p h e n o m e n a can take 
place only in the da rk or in a subdued 
red l ight. T h e ex t r ao rd ina ry awkward-
ness of j udg ing phenomena—which , 
a f t e r all,- means the appearances of 
th ings—when the condit ions are such 
t h a t things canno t be a p p a r e n t needs 
no stressing. T o get over the diffi-
cul ty , objec ts t h a t are to be moved, 
as evidence of the presence of a para -
normal force, are touched wi th lumi-
nous pa in t . B u t this means on ly - tha t 
you can see t h a t the ob jec t is being 
moved , no t t h a t you can see w h a t it is 
t h a t is moving i t , and a f t e r all t h a t is 
the poin t a t issue. T h e red-l ight il-
lumina t ion seems to offer a be t te r 
chance of ob ta in ing evidence, bu t , as 
Sir Will iam Bragg po in ted ou t when 

we were discussing the question some 
t ime ago, the red l ight m a y be even 
•more unsa t i s fac tory t h a n the glimmer 
of luminous pa in t ; for one of the 
queer things abou t a red light, he 
said, is t h a t these lower rays are pe-
culiarly bad in giving to the eye power 
of definition. In red light you see an 
object, as you th ink , comparat ively 
clearly, bu t tests, will show tha t the 
object under such a l ight lacks detail. 
And the wors t is t h a t unless you 
know abou t this unsa t i s fac tory il-
luminat ing power of red light you 
think you are seeing the object almost 
as well as if it was lit by normal light. 
So it is clear t h a t if med iums can pro-
duce phenomena in no brighter il-
luminat ion t h a n a red l ight there is a 
grave obstacle in the way of accepting 
the evidence of witnesses whose power 
of observat ion is so seriously limited. 

I I 

Now R u d i Schneider is no excep-
tion to this u n f o r t u n a t e rule of 
mediums. H e claims t h a t he can pro-
duce his full phenomena only in these 
unsat i s fac tory condi t ions of illumina-
tion. But here science has lately come 
to the help of w h a t seemed an almost 
impossibly difficult line of research. 

You will p robab ly remember t h a t 
when the Shah of Pers ia ' s jewels 
were on show a t the Pers ian Exhibi- ' 
tion eighteen m o n t h s ago they were 
guarded by an invisible ray.. If anyone 
pu t his h a n d toward the jewels an 
alarm bell r ang out . T h o u g h the in-
t ruder could ne i ther see nor feel it , he 
had pu t his h a n d th rough the ray and 
so dis turbed an electric contac t and 
rung the bell. Th is device is now being 
used in m a n y shop windows, and the 
other day I was shown an improve-
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m e n t m a d e by the inventor to p revent 
smash-and-grab raids. As the thief 
pu t s his a rm through the broken win- ' 
dow he interferes .with the invisible 
r ay t h a t is p laying jus t behind the 
glass and the d is turbed ray operates a 
snap shu t t e r , which, with rubber 
grips, closes on the intruding arm and 
holds it fas t . A t this ra te it will soon 
be easier and safer to t ry to rob a-
giant clam of its own pearl than to 
pluck jewels f rom a jeweler 's ' show 
case. 

N o w it has occurred to psychical 
researchers t h a t here in this r ay is a 
means of ge t t ing over the obstacle t h a t 
seemed to block the way to any scien-
tific advance in the subject ; and cer^ 
ta inly there is now to hand a series of 
repor ts on the use of this r ay in sit-, 
t ings wi th R u d i Schneider which de-
m a n d the most - careful a t ten t ion . 
Among o ther researchers to whom 
Schneider has given regular si t t ings 
over a considerable time has been Dr . 
Os ty of the Metapsychica l Ins t i t u t e of 
Par is . D r . Os ty has a record as a re-
searcher who has consistently aimed 
a t obta in ing objec t ive records of para-
normal phenomena . H e persuaded 
Schneider to sit controlled by being 
securely held, and in this position to 
a t t e m p t to cause t he movement of an 
objec t t h a t was placed on a table well 
ou t of bodily reach. B u t — a n d here 
came in the value of the invisible 
infra-red r a y — t h e object was sur-
rounded by infra-red radiat ion, so 
t h a t though it appeared to be in the 
da rk and unguarded , the ray would be 
in terfered wi th and a bell would 
sound should anyth ing approach it . I 
can give you only the briefest out l ine 
here of w h a t happened, bu t if you 
wish you can consult the i l lustrated 
account publ ished in the last three bi-

m o n t h l y issues of the Metapsychical 
Review publ ished by Librai re Felix 
Alcan, Par i s , or the Jbook giving the 
complete h i s to ry»of this i m p o r t a n t 

. investigation, issued by the same pub-
lishing firm. 

N o t only did the bell ring, bu t , 
when, i t rang, au tomat ica l ly four 
flashlight photos were t aken -which 
show qu i t e clearly the medium seated 
a t some dis tance f rom the table wi th 
his back to it and wi th his a rms and 
legs held. I t is also clear t h a t there is 
no th ing near the table t h a t could have 
caused the bell to r ing. In subsequent 
exper iments the t ak ing of ' the flash-
l ight pho tog raph was delayed in order 
to see how long the bell would con-
t inue to ring. T h e purpose of this was 
to see whe the r there was a connect ion 
between the intensely rap id brea th ing 
of the med ium and the sending ou t of 
wha teve r force it-is t h a t d i s tu rbs the 
infra-red ray . 

T h e brea th ing itself has to be heard 
to be believed. W h e n I sa t wi th this 
med ium it was j u s t like l is tening to 
someone pumping u p a bicycle a t top 
speed, and it wen t on w i thou t a break 
for more than an hour . T h e r e are 
records of his b rea th ing a t no less t han 
350 t imes a minu te . 

N o w the connect ion between this 
f r an t i c b rea th ing and the emission of 
the pa rano rma l force has been es tab-
lished. Y o u will f ind, in the repor t of 
the s i t t ings, recording graphs showing 
the re la t ion between the b rea th ing and 
the in ter ference wi th the ray . T h e y 
show t h a t the subs tance t h a t is touch-
ing the inf ra- red r a y is a lways v ib ra t -
ing .a t j u s t twice the med ium ' s r a t e of 
b rea th ing . Several o ther g raphs show-
ing the in tens i ty of the force and its 
direct ion are also given. So a t last we 

- m a y say t h a t the first records of 
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pa rano rma l p h e n o m e n a have been notions t h a t our minds, with their 
m a d e . A t las t we are on the threshold present out look, can possibly enter-
of a science whereby we m a y trace tain. T h e t hough t t h a t pa r t of m y 
connect ions between known and un- mind ma°y a t a n y m o m e n t be receiv-
known phenomena—as , for example, ing from' o ther , perhaps unknown, 
in this case between the brea th ing and people news and views and notions 
the e m a n a t i o n — a n d so find ou t w h a t and moods w i thou t m y being aware of 
are the l imi ta t ions of these new phe- the leakage is surely extremely upset-
n o m e n a and in this w a y finally arrive t ing to all our not ions of pr ivacy and 
a t the laws t h a t govern them. personal independence. And if, as the 

JJJ evidence seems to suggest, we most of 
us manage to give as good as we get , 

N I t is ve ry appos i te t h a t this year and are near ly all of us, on this mys-
should see this r emarkab le advance in terious wave length , no t merely silent 
psychical research because the English listeners b u t each a t ransmi t t ing s ta-
Society for Psychica l Research has tion also, well, t h a t only adds to our 
j u s t celebrated its jubi lee , a f te r fifty sense of responsibi l i ty wi thout giving 
years of pa t i en t work. Th is , then, is an us back our cherished sense of privacy, 
occasion on which I th ink we m a y ask: I do no t mean to suggest t ha t most 
Af t e r t he se . f i f t y years w h a t has t h e . of us have the capac i ty to eavesdrop 
society to show for the work of so on each o the r to an unl imi ted extent , 
m a n y dis t inguished men , m a n y of Telepathic connect ion, it seems, takes 
them scientists of high s tanding? place th rough the subconscious mind , 

I t can, I th ink , po in t to 'a record of and for the vas t m a j o r i t y of us con-
v e r y va luable work. Of course, unti l nection between our conscious and 
science gave these new ways of record- subconscious minds is ha rd ly more 
ing in the da rk it was no t possible to easy than looking direct ly into some-
m a k e m u c h scientific advance in the one else's mind . B u t I th ink it grows 
s t u d y of p h e n o m e n a a b o u t which it is extremely likely t h a t , though ma t t e r s 
pos tu la ted t h a t - t h e y can t ake place of fact can b e g o t th rough telepathi-
only in the da rk . B u t there are other cally in compara t ive ly few cases, we 
lines of research t h a t psychical inves- m a y all of us bo th r ad ia t e and pick u p 
t igat ion can pursue ; there are other moods and s ta tes of mind , 
p a r a n o r m a l facult ies t h a t do no t nec- Of course there is no d o u b t t ha t we 
essarily d e m a n d a seance room and a have found ourselves inclined to ac-
med ium before t h e y can mani fes t cept such not ions of direct menta l 
themselves, though u n f o r t u n a t e l y they communicat ion because of the wire-
are ra re and sporadic. less. T h e t h o u g h t t h a t waves t ha t can 

U n d o u b t e d l y the m o s t i m p o r t a n t -be t ransformed in to speech and music 
of these is t e l epa thy . T h e word has are all the while passing thrdugh our 
become qu i t e a commonplace one. ears, though we can hear t hem only if 
Y o u will usual ly hear people say we tune in, has u n d o u b t e d l y made us 
when an occurrence of t h o u g h t t rans- able to accept t e l epa thy in a way the 
ference seems to h a v e taken place; pre-radio world would have thought 
' O h , i t ' s only t e l epa thy . ' B u t surely u t te r ly credulous. I am no t myself a t 
t e l epa thy is one of the mos t upse t t ing all certain t h a t t h a t analogy is sound. 
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I am inclined to believe tha t those who 
care to inves t iga te te lepathy carefully 
no t only will come to the conclusion 
t ha t i t exists, b u t will come to a con- • 
elusion qu i t e as remarkable , t ha t telep-
a t h y is only the first uncovered s tep 
toward a vas t and buried knowledge. 

B u t this easy famil iar i ty with the 
word ' t e l epa thy , ' this sense t ha t when 
you have so descr ibed a n y , a b n o r m a l ' 
m e n t a l even t you have sett led the 
m a t t e r and laid the question, is a 
t r ibu te , if r a t h e r an unhelpful one, to 
the solid work of the society. T h e mass 
of careful evidence it has collected, 
the pa t i en t use of confirmatory con-
t empora ry witnesses, statistical tests 
to rule o u t chance and coincidence, 
and the classification of mater ia l , can 
now leave no reasonable doub t in the 
m i n d of anyone who is industr ious 
enough to r ead the immense accumu-
lat ion and cand id enough to admi t a~ 
s t range conclusion tha t this odd 
f acu l ty does exist. 

IV , . 

Anothe r sub jec t on which the so-
ciety has repor ted and the existence 
of which it is difficult in the face of 
the evidence to resist, though the 
laws governing it need elucidation, is 
wa te r d ivining or dowsing. The re 
again science has made it possible for 
us to accept t he .possibility to a de-
gree impossible a generation ago. 
Geophysical surveying has • a l ready 
m a d e electric, magnet ic , and gravi-
metr ic i n s t rumen t s of such delicacy 
t h a t no t oiily can the presence of 
underg round wate rs be recorded bu t 
also deposi ts of ores at a distance or 
dep th of thousands of feet. And yet 
here, too, , t h e analogy, though it 

helps us n o t to re ject ou t of h a n d 
such a possibi l i ty as wa te r divining, 
m a y no t po in t to the t r u e explanat ion. 
I mean the facu l ty m a y no t be due to 
the w a t e r d iviner ' s hav ing a finer 
sensit iveness to electric cur ren t s t han 
have o rd ina ry people. 

Th is is M . H e n r i M a g e r ' s hypo th -
esis in his in teres t ing book la te ly pub-
lished over here on wa te r divining. 
B u t there is good reason to believe 
t h a t ' w a t e r divining has as l i t t le to do 
wi th electr ici ty as t e l epa thy has to do 
with radio. W a t e r divining, like telep-
a t h y , m a y poin t to complete ly new 
facult ies t h a t app rehend condit ions 
as comple te ly beyond . the world of 
waves and electrons, on which science 
to-day bases i ts work, as is t h a t scien-
tific world beyond t he world of com-
mon sense, of trees and houses and 
solid e a r t h and flowing wa te r which is 
the world t h a t o rd ina ry people unt i l a 
couple of generat ions ago always ' • 
t h o u g h t to be the whole world. 

If then I m a y give you in conclusion 
m y opinion as to^where these invest i-
ga t ions are point ing, I am inclined to 
say t h a t t hey suggest we are approach-
ing a complete ly new threshold of 
knowledge. U p till now whole genera-
t ions l ived ou t their I ves under one 
sys tem .of ideas. N o w several such • 
sys tems pass dur ing the l ifet ime of 
one genera t ion. W e were born into one 
world, ou r y o u t h was spent in an-
o ther , the next lasts pe rhaps j u s t long 
enough to cover our middle age, and-
we m a y q u i t e likely see seveiral more 
before it is our tu rn to go. T h e r e is 
one compensa t ion in such an unfa -
mil iar w a y of l iving: when we come to 
die we shall have gone th rough so 
m a n y comple te changes t h a t dea th 
itself will be only ano the r move. ' 
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L E B O N H O M M E L E N I N E . By Curzio compare Lenin wi th the average 
Malaparte. Paris: Bernard Grasset. F r e n c h m a n ? Is i t because Lenin 
1932. led a pe t ty -bourgeo i s life in L o n d o n 

(Louis Joxe in L'Europe Nouvelle, Paris) ' f n d , P a r | S ' because he liked to g O 

bicycle r id ing, to pick flowers in t he 

Z ENIN, THE GOOD FELLOW, is woods, a n d to busy himself w i th 

' a life of Len in w r i t t e n f r o m a household t a sks? Because he was 
special p o i n t of v iew, a n d it un - never a m a n of act ion and regu la ted 
d o u b t e d l y confl icts w i t h the conven- his life l ike an ea rnes t b u r e a u c r a t of 
t ional p i c t u r e we h a v e fo rmed of the revolu t ion ? Because he never stole, 
th is g r e a t r evo lu t ion i s t . M a l a p a r t e . as Stal in d id , a n d never d i rec ted fac-
endeavors to revea l in Len in a p e t t y tories while financing riots, as Krass in 
bourgeois who was inf ini te ly more did? Because he was a simple fellow, 
dangerous t o his bourgeois colleagues as one of his Pa r i s companions saw, 
t h a n the exot ic m o n s t e r wi th which who, never theless , simplified h i m to 
people t r ied to f r i g h t e n t hem. M a n y excess, seeing h im only f rom the o u t -
chap te r s a re w r i t t e n w i t h bri l l iant side? W a s Len in a good fellow a n d a 
t a len t , a n d t h e a u t h o r ' s powers of p e t t y bourgeois a t hea r t because all 
evocat ion a n d his d r a m a t i c a r t are his life he r ema ined fanat ica l , theo-
n o t his on ly qual i t ies . L i fe circulates, retic, bookish , calculat ing, 'scientific, 
everywhere . W h y do we r e m e m b e r the and would , according to G a m b a r o v , 
descr ip t ions of Lenin in L o n d o n a n d have m a d e an excellent professor? 
Pa r i s ? N o t m e r e l y because they an- Of course, the re were all these ele-
alyZe the he ro b u t because t h e y reveal m e n t s in Len in , b u t the bias of M a l a -
the L o n d o n a n d P a r i s of t h a t t ime p a r t e and his l imi ted canvas force us 
wi th c h a r m a n d power . T h e a u t h o r to imagine all the res t for ourselves: 
knows how to visual ize things a n d I t is like, imagin ing w h a t B o n a p a r t e 
how to m a k e o the r s see t h e m . W e have would h a v e been wi thou t ' his ba t t l e s 
on ly to r e m e m b e r t he impress ive pic- a n d w h a t Ju l iu s Csesar was before 
tures he d r e w of t h e Russo-Pol i sh ambi t ion seized h im. W e are r eminded 
war and t h e R u s s i a n revolu t ion in of a cri t icism d i rec ted a t A n d r e M a u -
his r e m a r k a b l e Technique of the Coup rois when he wro te his admirab le life 
d'Etat. of Shelley en t i t l ed Ariel. T h e book 

W h a t a b o u t t h e thes is of this book? possessed t h e finest qual i t ies ; i t was 
W e m i g h t as well a d m i t t h a t i t o f t en essential ly poe t i c ; b u t i t described t he 
seems forced a n d ar t i f icial . N e v e r t h e - m a n ' s life w i t h o u t giving us a n y 
less, i t is n o t t h e a u t h o r ' s least mer i t reason to suspec t t h a t he h a d wr i t t en 
t h a t he p r o v o k e s l ively react ions some of the m o s t beau t i fu l poems in 
aga ins t h i s . t a l en t , wh ich th rea tens the Engl i sh l anguage . In this case, I 
to ca r ry t he r e a d e r a w a y a n d force know t h a t t he a u t h o r m a y rep ly , 
h im to come to b iased conclusions ' T h a t was n o t m y ob jec t , ' b u t , in 
desp i te himself . W h y does M a l a p a r t e spi te of eve ry th ing , one canno t ignore 
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