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T h i r d R e i c h a n d G e r m a n y , h i s z e a l o u s 
p u p i l s p o k e o f A u s t r i a . S c h u s c h n i g g 
n a t u r a l l y w a n t e d t o s h a t t e r t h e J e w i s h 
i n f l u e n c e a n d a d v o c a t e d ' A u s t r i a for 
t h e A u s t r i a n s . ' W h a t w a s h i s pro-
g r a m m e ? T o b r i n g o l d t rad i t ions t o 
bear o n t h e n e w p r o b l e m s . 

S t a r h e m b e r g a n d F e y , w h o s e l o y -
a l t y c o u l d n o t b e t r u s t e d f rom o n e 
w e e k t o t h e n e x t , w a v e r e d in the ir 
s u p p o r t o f C h a n c e l l o r D o l l f u s s , w h o 
n e e d e d S c h u s c h n i g g ' s b a c k i n g a n d 
t h e r e f o r e a l l o w e d h i m to carry m o r e 
a n d m o r e w e i g h t in t h e cab ine t . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o b e i n g M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e , 
h e w a s a l s o m a d e M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a -
t ion , a n d t h e i n s t r u c t i o n o f all t h e 
y o u n g p e o p l e o f A u s t r i a w a s p u t in 
h i s h a n d s . H e e n t e r e d i n t o a h o l y 
a l l i ance w i t h t h e V a t i c a n . I t w a s 
S c h u s c h n i g g ' s d o i n g t h a t t h e d e v o u t 
C a r d i n a l I n n i t z e r g a v e t h e s i l ent a p -
p r o v a l o f t h e H o l y F a t h e r to e v e r y -
t h i n g t h a t t h e D o l l f u s s c r o w d d id . 
A s a d e v o u t C a t h o l i c A r y a n , S c h u s c h -
n i g g a t t e n d e d t h e ear l i e s t m o r n i n g 
s e r v i c e s in t h e c h u r c h e s o f R o m e w h i l e 
t h e C o n c o r d a t w a s b e i n g w o r k e d o u t 
a n d t h u s w o n t h e c o m p l e t e c o n f i d e n c e 
o f t h e V a t i c a n . 

W h a t w a s h i s p u r p o s e ? A n y o n e 
w h o h a s a n i m p e r i a l A u s t r i a n general 
for h is f a t h e r a n d w h o a t t e n d e d a 

J e s u i t s c h o o l a n d b e l i e v e s in m o n -
a r c h y w a n t s t o m a k e A u s t r i a w h a t i t 
u s e d t o be. T h a t is t h e p r o g r a m m e of 
the S a l z b u r g secre t s o c i e t y k n o w n as 
Kreuz und Adler ( C r o s s a n d N o b i l i t y ) , 
o f w h i c h S c h u s c h n i g g is t h e a n o n y -
m o u s s u p p o r t e r . T h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
w a n t s t o u n i t e A u s t r i a a n d B a v a r i a 
and t h e n e s t a b l i s h a g o l d e n c r o w n t o 
rule o v e r th i s n e w E a s t - G e r m a n 
R e i c h . F o r t h e A u s t r i a n m o n a r c h i s t s 
k n o w t h a t t h e y are i s o l a t e d a n d 
therefore s e e k t h e f r i e n d s h i p o f t h e 
G e r m a n m o n a r c h i s t s . B u t w o u l d a n y 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h p r e s e n t - d a y Ger-
m a n y b e p o s s i b l e so l o n g as H i t l e r ' s 
s u p p o r t e r s s t a n d in t h e w a y ? S e c r e t 
m e s s e n g e r s m i g h t b e a b l e t o br ing 
s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h i s score . S tar -
h e m b e r g ' s H e i m w e h r t h e r e f o r e d is -
trus t s t h e h o n o r a b l e S c h u s c h n i g g . 
T h e y i n s t a l l e d o n e o f the ir o w n 
s u p p o r t e r s as F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r t o 
s p y on h i m a n d l e a d h i m b y t h e n o s e , 
for a n o t h e r d r i v e is b e i n g d i r e c t e d 
a g a i n s t t h e c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h e N a z i s . 

I t is sa id t h a t S c h u s c h n i g g is t h e 
b e s t e d u c a t e d o f h i s c o l l e a g u e s . I n t h e 
p r i v a c y o f h i s h o m e h e t a k e s r e f u g e in 
t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s p h e r e a n d is ab le t o 
rise a b o v e e v e r y d a y p o l i t i c s . H e a d -
m i r e s G e r m a n g e n i u s , h e l o v e s F a u s t 
a n d t h e fist e q u a l l y . 

I I I . B E C K OF POLAND 

H E R E G A R D S H i t l e r ' s career f r o m n o t h i n g a t all w i t h a bo ld v i o l e n t 
w i t h m o r e s y m p a t h y t h a n h e d o e s t h e s t roke . 
s t r i c t l y d e m o c r a t i c career o f a L o u i s J o s e f B e c k is n o w f o r t y y e a r s o ld . 
B a r t h o u . B u t h e h a s c h o s e n ne i ther H e c o m e s f r o m a m o d e s t f a m i l y o f 
t h e F r e n c h m a n n o r t h e G e r m a n as h i s off ic ials , w h o l i v e d in t h e dul l p r o v -
m o d e l . H i s rea l g o d is P i l s u d s k i , P o - i n c e o f Ga l i c ia . H e w a s d e s t i n e d for 
l a n d ' s g r a n d o l d m a n w h o e m e r g e d e x p o r t t o V i e n n a , b u t , w h e n h e w e n t 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



THE LIVING AGE December 

to s c h o o l in C r a c o w , h e b e c a m e a fiery Po l i sh c a p t a i n w a s m a i n t a i n i n g m u c h 
P o l i s h n a t i o n a l i s t , h o p i n g for mirac le s , t oo i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s w i t h G e r m a n y , 
e s p e c i a l l y t h a t t h e H a p s b u r g s s h o u l d A f e w w e e k s l a t er , in 1 9 2 0 , t h e P o l i s h -
be t h r o w n o u t of h i s n a t i v e land . T h e R u s s i a n W a r g a v e C a p t a i n B e c k t h e 
m i r a c l e h a p p e n e d . T h e W a r d e s t r o y e d o p p o r t u n i t y h e h a d w a n t e d . F i r s t as 
t h e D u a l M o n a r c h y . T h e Soc ia l i s t b a t t e r y c o m m a n d e r a n d t h e n a s m e m -
P i l s u d s k i ca l led u p o n all m e n w h o ber o f t h e g e n e r a l s t a f f , h e a t t r a c t e d 
s p o k e t h e Po l i sh l a n g u a g e a n d w e r e t h e e y e o f t h e a l m i g h t y P i l s u d s k i . 
c a p a b l e o f bear ing arms to form a 
l eg ion w i t h h i m a n d fight for an in- II 
d e p e n d e n t Po l i sh s t a t e . T h e fight, 
h o w e v e r , w a s n o t w a g e d a g a i n s t t h e H e h a d a c c o m p l i s h e d h is p u r p o s e 
H a p s b u r g s b u t a g a i n s t the T s a r . T h e a n d b e c a m e P i l s u d s k i ' s f a v o r i t e . H e 
t w e n t y - y e a r - o l d B e c k took part . H e w a s s e n t a b r o a d t o e d u c a t e h i m s e l f 
w a s a d a u n t l e s s so ld ier w h o f o u g h t and to s p y o n b e h a l f o f P o l a n d . I n 
b r a v e l y w i t h h is b a t t e r y o f field arti l- 1924 h e w a s r e c a l l e d f rom h i s p o s t a s 
l ery , a l w a y s k e e p i n g h i s e y e o n P i l s u d - m i l i t a r y a t t a c h e . T h e s i t u a t i o n in 
sk i , t o w h o m h e f e l t h e o w e d all h i s W a r s a w h a d c h a n g e d s o m e w h a t . P i l -
l o y a l t y . s u d s k i w a s h o l d i n g b a c k , m u t t e r i n g 

W h e n t h e P o l i s h c a n n o n f o d d e r w a s t h r e a t s , w a i t i n g for t h e m o m e n t t o 
o n t h e p o i n t of b e i n g s w i n d l e d , P i l s u d - s m a s h d o w n e v e r y t h i n g t h a t b l o c k e d 
ski a n n o u n c e d t h a t the n a t i o n o f h i s o w n p a t h t o c o m p l e t e p o w e r . B e c k 
P o l a n d w o u l d n o t p e r m i t a n y P r u s s i a n a lso c e a s e d h i s d e m a g o g i c f u l m i n a -
pr ince to l ie in t h e bed w h e r e k i n g s t i o n s b e c a u s e d i c t a t o r i a l p o w e r w a s 
h a d s l ep t . H e w i t h d r e w his l eg ion f rom n o t h a n d e d o n a p l a t t e r t o t h e m a n h e 
t h e f r o n t a n d a t t a c k e d o t h e r tasks , w o r s h i p e d . T h e b i t t e r n e s s o f h i s re-
B e c k , as an off icer in the l eg ion , w a s t i r e m e n t , h o w e v e r , w a s s o m e w h a t 
p u t in c o m m a n d o f an o r g a n i z a t i o n m i t i g a t e d b y h i s p r o m o t i o n t o t h e 
t h a t w a s to w i n o v e r greater U k r a i n e rank o f c o l o n e l . B e c k t h e n b e c a m e 
as p a r t o f an i n d e p e n d e n t grea ter P i l s u d s k i ' s s h a d o w . H e c o u l d b e d is -
P o l a n d . c o v e r e d e v e r y h o u r o f t h e d a y in t h e 

B e c k h e l p e d to bui ld t h e s ta t e ' s c o m p a n y o f t h e i n a c c e s s i b l e F i e l d 
g e n e r a l s taf f . E v e r y t h i n g w a s sti l l in a M a r s h a l , w a t c h i n g h is e v e r y m o v e , 
s t a t e o f c o n f u s i o n , and an agi le m a n l i s t e n i n g to e v e r y word . W h e n t h e o l d 
h a d n o d i f f i cu l ty c l i m b i n g t h e m i l i t a r y m a n m o v e d t o s e i z e c o m p l e t e p o w e r , 
ladder rap id ly . A s a n e x p e r t a t mi l i - B e c k b e c a m e h i s e y e s a n d ears . H e 
tary diplomacy, Beck was put in served as chief of staff to the General, 
charge of the peace negotiations in and it was he who sei2ed Warsaw for 
Paris, but Generalissimo Foch did Pilsudski by force of arms, 
hot care for this young Pole. He had From this moment on an unknown 
him watched and discovered that it officer who had seryeS at die front oc-
would be just as well to have .the leader cupied die second most important 

attach! of die Polish embassy pctet i n f t » t & A* head of Ms lead-
f e n c e d from Paris. One gesture from er's Cabinet or as Vice Minister, he 
Fool, and the Prefect of Paris dis- was t&e coiitac* nsaii between PUsud-
covered that this very ambitious ski arid the 6utef world. Curing 
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m o n t h s o f a n x i e t y h e w a s the o n l y 
m a n p e r m i t t e d to e n t e r P i l sudsk i ' s 
s ick r o o m , t h e o n l y o n e w h o a l w a y s 
h e l d t h e c o n f i d e n c e o f t h a t g r e a t 
s k e p t i c . I n 1932 h e s u p e r s e d e d t h e 
c a u t i o u s , u n d e c i d e d , and t imid Zaleski 
as F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r . B e f o r e t h a t , h o w -
e v e r , h e h a d r e c e i v e d a n d carried o u t 
P i l s u d s k i ' s orders a s an under-secre-
tary . 

J o s e f B e c k is t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
m a n in t h e ' G o v e r n m e n t of C o l o n e l s ' 
t h a t c o m m a n d s t h e P o l i s h S t a t e to -
d a y . H e s t a n d s o n w a t c h in the a n t e -
r o o m o f t h e d e m i g o d w h o s i t s en-
t h r o n e d in c l o u d s in t h e B e l v e d e r e 
P a l a c e o f W a r s a w a n d w h o s e e y e s 
flash l i g h t n i n g o n t h e p e o p l e , o n h i s 
c o l l a b o r a t o r s , o n all t h a t surrounds 
h i m . T h i s B e c k i s t h e o n l y m a n h e 
l o v e s , b u t h e d o e s n o t spare h i m o n 
t h a t a c c o u n t . T h e cho ler ic M a r s h a l 
s w e a r s a t h i s M i n i s t e r as h e w o u l d a t 
t h e s t u p i d e s t recru i t f r o m R u t h e n i a , 
a n d t h e C o l o n e l t a k e s i t . F o r h e l i v e s 
o n t h e v e r y air t h a t t h e d e m i g o d 
P i l s u d s k i b r e a t h e s u p o n h i m . 

W h e n B e c k b e c a m e F o r e i g n M i n i s -
ter,1 h e w a s a s s i g n e d t h e task o f 
m a k i n g P o l a n d a G r e a t P o w e r . T h e 
c o u n t r y l a c k e d t h e i n n e r s t r e n g t h to 
a s s u m e t h a t p o s i t i o n , a n d therefore h e 
h a d to t r y t o w i n i t b y m a n o e u v r i n g 
a n d k e e p i n g a s m a n y ba l l s in t h e air 
a s poss ib le . H e m a d e e y e s a t h i s 
F r e n c h p r o t e c t o r a n d l o y a l l y s i gned 
a n o n - a g g r e s s i o n p a c t w i t h h i s R u s -
s i a n n e i g h b o r . B u t a t t h a t p o i n t h e 
w a n t e d t o t u r n t h e h o s t i l i t y b e t w e e n 
P a r i s a n d B e r l i n to h i s a d v a n t a g e . 
A t G e n e v a h e a s k e d P a u l - B o n c o u r 
w h a t F r a n c e w o u l d p a y for P o l a n d ' s 
s u p p o r t o n t h e d i s a r m a m e n t q u e s t i o n . 
W h e n t h e F r e n c h m a n c o l d l y s h r u g g e d 
h i s s h o u l d e r s , B e c k la id d o w n a three-
d a y u l t i m a t u m . I t a c c o m p l i s h e d n o t h -

i n g , and n o w h e h a s t u r n e d to H i t l e r , 
w h o on ly y e s t e r d a y w a s h i s s w o r n 
e n e m y . E v e n t h e Q u a i d ' O r s a y is 
g r a d u a l l y c o m i n g to u n d e r s t a n d 
w h o k e p t t h e G e r m a n F o r e i g n Off ice 
so a c c u r a t e l y i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s t h a t w e r e g o i n g on be-
t w e e n fr iends in t h e o f f i ce of t h e 
French F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r . A l i t t l e l a t er 
another smal l m a t t e r b e c a m e k n o w n , 
a n d b y th i s t i m e it c a u s e d n o surprise . 
M . B e c k a t t a c k e d h i s F r e n c h a l ly 
in the p r e s e n c e o f M u s s o l i n i a n d t h e 
G e r m a n a m b a s s a d o r s o b i t t e r l y t h a t 
e v e n the D u c e t o o k e x c e p t i o n to h i s 
tone . 

F a v o r i t e s o f t h e d i c t a t o r d a r e to d o 
a n y t h i n g . I n P o l a n d c o l o n e l s o c c u p y 
all the p o s i t i o n s t h a t c o n t r o l t h e 
c o u n t r y . M i l l i o n s o f p e a s a n t s m u s t 
o b e y . T h e y d o n o t l o v e G e r m a n y a n d 
despise N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . B u t P i l -
sudsk i h a s ordered f r i e n d s h i p w i t h 
G e r m a n y , a n d C o l o n e l B e c k is exe -
c u t i n g h i s c o m m a n d . E v e r y t h i n g is 
v e r y s i m p l e in m i l i t a r y barracks . 
Po l i t i c s b e c o m e a s o l d i e r l y affair . 

H a s J o s e f B e c k r e a l l y b r o k e n a w a y 
from his c lose p o l i t i c a l a n d m i l i t a r y 
al l iance w i t h F r a n c e ? W a s h e a.cting 
h o n o r a b l y ear ly th i s y e a r w h e n h e 
o v e r w h e l m e d his v i s i t o r B a r t h o u w i t h 
po l i t eness a n d a c c o m p a n i e d h i m as far 
as t h e front ier to i n d i c a t e h i s a b i d i n g 
fr iendship ? N o t a t all. T h i s b o l d off icer 
in t h e Po l i sh l eg ion , w h o d i s a r m s e v e r y 
foe wi th h i s h o s p i t a l i t y , is a P o l i s h 
caval ier , care less a n d s t u p i d . H e h a s 
a l w a y s b e e n d i s p a t c h e d t o e l e g a n t 
d i p l o m a t i c s a l o n s w h e n i t w a s a q u e s -
t ion o f t a k i n g s o m e o n e pr i soner . H e 
te l ls e v e r y o n e h e m e e t s w h a t e v e r t h a t 
i n d i v i d u a l w i s h e s to hear , a n d i t 
a l w a y s t a k e s s o m e l i t t l e t i m e u n t i l h i s 
a n t a g o n i s t d i s c o v e r s w h a t t o e x p e c t 
f rom C o l o n e l B e c k . 
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Persons and Personages 
N A M E S T H A T W I L L L I V E 

By HAROLD LASKI 

From the Daily Herald, London Labor Daily 

I T IS, I think, almost five years since an invitation from m y friend 
William Mellor led to the inception of the articles tha t have appeared 
here in practically unbroken succession every Saturday. 

For the present, at any rate, I think it is time tha t they drew to their 
close. But , before they end, there are certain general reflections I should 
like to make, which arise from the subject-matter they have covered. 
They have dealt, I believe, with some two hundred and fifty people, 
men and women alike, whose work or position has brought them promi-
nently before the public view. They nave been every type of person. 
Royalty like the Prince of Wales; politicians like Mr . Lloyd George; 
writers like Mr. Bernard Shaw; a great sportsman in Mr. J . B. Hobbs; 
a great teacher in Mr. R. H. Tawney. They have been Englishmen, 
Americans, Europeans. How many of them, fifty years from now, will 
figure in the history of our time as figures of creative significance? 

I t is a difficult question to answer. Of the British politicians about 
whom I have written—Labor, Liberal, Conservative—I do not think 
there is one, with the possible exception of Mr. Lloyd George, who will 
live by reason of personal achievement. I have described able men, men 
of high character, men of brilliant promise. But I have described none, I 
think, of whom it can be decisively said tha t the history of this country 
would have been notably different if he had played no par t in affairs. 
Possibly that is not the case with Mr. Lloyd George. I think it probable 
tha t his dynamic energy made a measurable difference to success in 
the War ; I think his special defects shaped important ly the character of 
the peace. But I feel confident that all the others were rather mastered by 
the events amid which they moved than proved the masters of them. 
They might, say in an average Cabinet, have been replaced by a score of 
other men, but the history of our country would have been essentially 
the same. 

T h a t is not , I think, true of two Europeans and of one American. 
With all his grave limitations, Stalin has made a perceptible difference 
to the world. Far less great than Lenin, with nothing of Trotski 's 
brilliance, he has achieved the immense task of consolidating a great 
revolution. I think it can be said of President Masaryk that he, by 
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