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with their unhealthy attitude, these 
presumptuous hangmen of the golden 
axe are certainly the most odious of 
all the fauna extant in Spain to-day. 

The rich peasant, crafty and silent, 
who contemplates his slippers while 
he calculates interest rates and will 
stab a man in the back, is also fre-
quently seen in the inns or buses with 
the priest or a member of the Guardia 
Civil. Their voices are like the essence 
of that repugnant nationalism that 
sometimes seems to permeate a whole 
village. 

When the Republic arrived, one felt 
the birth of an impressive restlessness 
even in the most remote villages. But 
we do not know whether that wave 
will now subside for some time. The 
worst that we can wish for in Spain 
would be the peace that superficial 
and selfish interests are clamoring for, 
the strong hand that the suffering 
middle class is anxiously demanding 
and that the sinister and most evil 
elements desire. 

I have seen peasants brought under 
the yoke again who praised their 
masters, but I have seen others who 
were even more rebellious, exalted, 
and terrible. Some are strong and 

disciplined, confidently awaiting their 
hour, and some are fearful, indiffer-
ent, disillusioned, and defeated, even 
though the fire still burns in their 
souls. One doubts whether Spain will 
conquer, whether we have begun to 
grow, or whether we shall remain 
bound by contradictions. Are we at 
last taking up the journey we halted 
four centuries ago, are we doomed to 
wonder whether that past splendor 
was nothing more than a dream, or is 
the agony of an eternal 'Generation 
of '98' to have no end in Spain? We 
must put the matter to the test and 
find out if the salvation that the 
present generation is attempting is 
possible. For our youth to-day has 
faith,—faith or madness,—and they 
have already begun the experiment. 

I traveled a great deal in Spain, 
and perhaps I learned to see things. 
I observed 'sad and wide' Spain 
eternally waiting, but I still do not 
know whether it is time for the music 
to begin or whether we should bow 
our heads again. Perhaps our genera-
tion is still a transitional one, and 
those who still are not sure of their 
road should keep their own council 
until the time comes to speak. 
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R A M I R O D E M A E Z T U s a t i n a 

small high room. Papers and books 
piled to the ceiling. By the door, a 
signed portrait of Primo de Rivera. 
' I t took me many years,' he said, 'to 
free my mind of the attractive un-
truths of the prophets of flux—Berg-
son, Shaw, and Co. Now I am royalist, 

militarist, Catholic . . . ' His mo-
narcho-Catholic monologue proceeded, 
emphatic and aggressive as a mono-
logue of Don Quixote himself, until I 
realized that his passion was that of 
the fanatic whose head has been turned 
by the Spanish sun—the sun that 
beats the Castilian plain day-long, 
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striking fire into the dry earth and 
into the minds of men. 

Outside, carloads of madrilenos were 
dashing back to town from the bull 
ring. Newsboys were beginning to 
shout the evening papers. I bought the 
Communist Tierra and read: 'To the 
worker, the idea of a republic signified 
social revolution. So the Republic was 
made with the blood of the proletariat. 
The proletariat were promised the 
land and freedom. But now, to their 
surprise, they find that the Republic 
has slipped into the hands of the same 
inept middle class that, since '98, 
imagines that Spain can be saved by 
speeches and gestures. The republic 
of the worker and the peasant has 
been betrayed.' 

Studying Spain during the next few 
days, I realized that these two are the 
only worthy attitudes to the modern 
problem: the monarcho-Catholic at-
titude and the militant Communist 
attitude. The intermediate positions 
(named, in political jargon, 'labor,' 
'radical,' 'centre') are untenable, 
abounding in inconsistencies and in-
sincerities. The analysis of the situa-
tion is as follows:— 

'Classicist in literature, royalist in 
politics, and . . . Catholic in religion,' 
—the monarcho-Catholics in Spain 
are absolutely consistent, having a 
definite traditional set of values by 
which to direct their thought and their 
action. The militant Communists are 
equally consistent and equally con-
fident, with Marx and Lenin as touch-
stone and with the class war as an 
ever-present reality. The moderates, 
radicals, and laborites, on the other 
hand, are inconsistent and compro-
mising and have no sense of direction 
whatsoever (unless the baldwinesque 
attitude of'Safety First!'—i.e. 'Stop 

the World!'—can be considered a 
direction). It is they who made the 
present Republic and who now wish to 
conserve it against the Right and the 
Left—in other words, they have be-
come conservatives, though they bear 
Left-wing political labels. It is they 
who created the constitution by which 
the Cortes of 1933 was elected and 
who now repudiate the Cortes as being 
unrepresentative. It is they who swear 
by democracy and yet, though they 
are a mere faction, claim to be the 
nation—which is a dictatorial claim, 
anti-parliamentarian, anti-democratic. 

II 

The future lies with the extreme 
Right and the extreme Left. These 
two alone have an authentic social 
faith. They alone know what they 
want and have the guts to say what it 
is. The indecisive middle is the enemy 
of both; it embraces neither and ham-
pers both. The monarcho-Catholics 
and the Communists are the aristo-
crats of the nation; the middle is the 
mass man, taking upon himself no 
duties, no responsibilities. 

These are the active political forces. 
Behind them is the all-embracing vi-
sion of the philosophers. The philoso-
phers—I refer, of course, to the group 
of Jose Ortega y Gasset—entered 
active politics in 1931 and withdrew 
in 1933. They entered active politics 
because they knew that their own 
vision was clear and decisive. But, 
having taken their seat in the first 
Cortes of the Republic, they found 
that it was the mass man—the man of 
confused vision and of no responsibil-
ity—who had hold of politics. To 
fight the mass man, the philosophers 
would have to identify themselves 
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e i ther w i t h t h e m o n a r c h o - C a t h o l i c s or 
w i t h t h e m i l i t a n t C o m m u n i s t s . B u t 
their p h i l o s o p h i c v i s ion e m b r a c e d 
b o t h , — c o n t r a s t t h e m a s s m a n , w h o is 
t h e n e g a t i o n o f b o t h , — t r a n s c e n d e d 
the r iva lry , a n d p e n e t r a t e d b e y o n d to 
a fu ture t h a t s h o u l d result f rom t h e 
fer t i l i zat ion o f t h e o n e b y the o ther . 
So , ra ther t h a n s u b m i t to t h e m a s s 
m a n a n d r a t h e r t h a n m u t i l a t e their 
o w n persona l u n i t y b y j o i n i n g the o n e 
e x t r e m e or t h e o t h e r , t h e y w i t h d r e w 
from a c t i v e po l i t i c s . U l t i m a t e l y , there 
are o n l y t w o ar i s tocrac ies : the C a t h o -
lic a n d t h e C o m m u n i s t . S ince t h e y 
are e x t r e m e s , t h e y o f t e n near ly m e e t . 
Spain i n c o r p o r a t e s b o t h e x t r e m e s in 
their p u r i t y a n d g i v e s to b o t h a v i t a l 
i m p e t u s . 

W h e n T r o t s k i p r o p h e s i e d t h a t E u -
rope w o u l d ' g o R e d a t b o t h e n d s ' 
( R u s s i a a n d S p a i n ) , h e m u s t h a v e 
real ized t h a t in Spa in the i s sue is 
c learer t h a n e l sewhere . I n Spa in , t h e 
t w o ar i s tocrac ies are c lear ly def ined. 
Y e t t h e y a l m o s t m e e t — t h e y are 
u n i t e d in the ir se l f -d isc ip l ine ( t h e 
m a s s m a n h a s n o v a l u e s b y w h i c h to 
d i sc ip l ine h i m s e l f ) ; a n d t h e y are u n i t e d 
in so far as t h e y b o t h p o s t u l a t e a 
s y s t e m o f l i f e — e a c h o f t h e m h a s a 
s y n t h e t i c c o n c e p t i o n o f l ife, w h e r e a s 
t h e m a s s m a n h a s none . 

A t t h e t i m e o f t h e c o n q u e s t o f S o u t h 
A m e r i c a , S p a i n w a s p r o f o u n d l y C a t h -
olic. W h e r e a s t h e co lonizers o f N o r t h 
A m e r i c a w e r e P r o t e s t a n t s , rebels go -
i n g o u t to aff irm their i n d i v i d u a l i t y , 
their m i n d free a n d ind iv idua l , t h e 
c o n q u e r o r s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a were sti l l 
mediaeval , b e l o n g i n g to a per iod prior 
to t h e r u p t u r e b e t w e e n C h u r c h a n d 
S t a t e , p a r t o f t h e great C a t h o l i c 

w h o l e n e s s , n o t a g g r e s s i v e e g o - u n i t s 
b u t p r e j u s t i f i e d o r g a n i c parts . T h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a a p p e a r 
n o w t o b e n e a r i n g the ir l i m i t o f e x -
p a n s i o n ; t h e y h a v e b e c o m e h a r d , e g o -
b o u n d i n d i v i d u a l s , a n d t h e s t a t e 
f o u n d e d u p o n the ir e g o s is i t s e l f a 
hard e g o - b o u n d e n t i t y . T h e i n h a b i t -
a n t s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , m e a n w h i l e , 
are a w a i t i n g t h e b ir th o f t h e n e w 
o r g a n i s m o f w h i c h t h e y shal l be p a r t s , 
as t h e y w e r e p a r t s o f t h e g r e a t C a t h o -
lic o r g a n i s m f o r m e r l y . 

N o w t h e s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t is t h a t 
S p a i n , h a v i n g s e n t o u t t h e conquista-
dores t o S o u t h A m e r i c a , fell a s l eep . 
T h e S p a n i s h r a c e d id n o t e x p e r i e n c e 
t h e R e n a i s s a n c e b u t s l ep t t h r o u g h i t , 
p r e s e r v i n g i t s s e n s e o f t h e bas ic h u m a n 
rea l i t i e s , p r e s e r v i n g a C a t h o l i c s e n s e 
o f ' t h e w h o l e . ' S p a i n h a s n o w s u d -
d e n l y a w a k e n e d f r o m t h e s i x t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y . H e r p e o p l e — t h e p e o p l e o f 
her t w o a r i s t o c r a c i e s — a r e s t r u g g l i n g 
to s u b j u g a t e t h e m a c h i n e r y ( soc ia l , 
e c o n o m i c , indus tr ia l ) o f m o d e r n c iv i l i -
z a t i o n t o t h o s e bas ic h u m a n rea l i t i e s 
o f w h i c h t h e y , a lone a m o n g w e s t e r n 
p e o p l e s , h a v e p r e s e r v e d t h e i n t i m a t e 
k n o w l e d g e in the ir b l o o d a n d in the ir 
m i n d . T h i s s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n a s ix-
t e e n t h - c e n t u r y c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d 
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y soc ia l f o r m s t h r o w s 
i n t o re l ie f t h e c o n f l i c t i n g e l e m e n t s . 
T h e y are , u l t i m a t e l y , t h e s a m e e le -
m e n t s a s w e o b s e r v e a t w o r k t h r o u g h -
o u t t h e W e s t ; b u t in S p a i n t h e y h a v e 
an e x c e p t i o n a l nettete, for in S p a i n t h e 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e s t r u g g l e are e x c e p -
t i o n a l a n d t h e h u m a n rea l i t i e s t h a t 
h a v e b e e n sacr i f iced e l s e w h e r e to t h e 
f e t i s h o f m e c h a n i c a l p r o g r e s s h a v e 
s t i l l t h e i r ful l v i t a l i t y . 
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This vivid description of a fire in an 
Argentine oil town calls symbolic at-
tention to a possible source of war. 

FLAMES 
over Argentina 

I T W A S a l a t e spr ing . T h e B u e n o s 
A i r e s c i t i z e n r e a d in h i s n e w s p a p e r 
t h a t w a t e r in t h e R i o h a d r e a c h e d i ts 
l o w e s t l eve l , a n d t h e s t r i c k e n farmers 
in t h e p r o v i n c e s w e r e c r y i n g t o t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o p r o v i d e t h e m w i t h 
m o n e y for s e e d . T h e y h a d g a i n e d 
n o t h i n g f r o m t h e rise in gra in prices; 
t h e y d i d n o t p r o f i t f r o m t h e d r o u g h t 
a n d b a d h a r v e s t in t h e n o r t h e r n dis-
t r i c t s b e c a u s e t h e y h a d so ld their 
c r o p s l o n g a g o a n d h a d c o m p l e t e l y 
e x h a u s t e d t h e i r c r e d i t . I n t h e s o u t h 
o f t h e c o u n t r y a n d in t h e p r o v i n c e s 
o f t h e C o r d i l l e r a s n o w h a d c e a s e d 
fa l l ing , a n d t h e first c o m p l a i n t s o f a 
h e a t w a v e w e r e m a k i n g t h e m s e l v e s 
h e a r d . 

I n t h e c i t y o n e c a n a l r e a d y feel t h a t 
w i n t e r is o v e r . M o s t o f t h e t i m e o n e 
c a n g o o u t w i t h o u t a c o a t , t h e d a m p 
c o l d h a s s t o p p e d , a n d t h e first c lear 
s u n n y d a y s w i t h d r y air are t e m p t i n g 
t h e E u r o p e a n v i s i t o r s t o g o w a l k i n g 
in t h e p a r k s a n d a l o n g t h e A v e n i d a 
C o s t a n e r a t h a t s k i r t s t h e R i o . T h e 
real A r g e n t i n e s , h o w e v e r , are w a i t -
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ing unt i l t h e h e a t in t h e s t r e e t s m a k e s 
t h e c i t y u n b e a r a b l e . T h e u n e m p l o y e d , 
w h o s p e n t t h e first h o u r s o f t h e n i g h t 
b e g g i n g fo r a l i t t l e bread a n d s o m e -
t h i n g to d r i n k , h a v e g o n e t o s l e e p in 
t h e n i c h e s o f t h e h o u s e s a n d t h e d o o r -
w a y s n e a r t h e port . T h e y n e e d o n l y 
t w o t h i c k n e s s e s o f w a s t e p a p e r t o 
k e e p w a r m . U n t i l r e c e n t l y t h e y h a d t o 
p r o v i d e t h e m s e l v e s , s o m e h o w or o t h e r , 
w i t h an o ld s a c k in order n o t t o f r e e z e 
d u r i n g t h e n i g h t a n d m e e t t h e s a m e 
f a t e t h a t h a d o v e r t a k e n s o m a n y o f 
the ir c o m r a d e s . 

T h e y d o n o t care if t h e l o c a l fire 
e n g i n e s c o m e h o w l i n g t h r o u g h t h e 
s t r e e t s w i t h the ir s irens in fu l l b l a s t 
a t four o 'c lock in t h e m o r n i n g , h e a d i n g 
n o r t h w a r d u p t h e b r o a d A v e n i d a 
L e a n d r o N . A l e m . T h e y d o n o t care 
w h e t h e r a fire h a s b r o k e n o u t or 
w h e t h e r t h e fire d e p a r t m e n t is m e r e l y 
prac t i s ing . T h e la s t g u e s t s in t h e 
n i g h t c l u b s , t h e w a i t e r s a n d t h e d a n c -
i n g girls , t h e c h a u f f e u r s a n d t h e n e w s -
b o y s w h o are in t h e s t r e e t s a t t h i s l a t e 
h o u r l e a v e t h e m in p e a c e . L e t t h e fire 
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