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Church War 
in Germany 

WHOEVER c a n n o t h e l p u s to 
b u i l d t h i s church , ' R e i c h s b i s h o p M i i l -
ler sa id , in d e f i n i n g t h e a i m o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l - S o c i a l i s t C h u r c h , ' w h o e v e r 
i s n o t a b l e t o s t r u g g l e as w e do in t h e 
T h i r d R e i c h , m u s t e i ther k e e p s i l en t 
or d r a w as ide . I f h e d o e s n o t .do so o f 
h i s o w n accord , I shal l h a v e to c o m p e l 
h i m . W h a t w e w a n t is a G e r m a n 
c h u r c h i n d e p e n d e n t o f R o m e . H e r e is 
t h e g o a l for w h i c h w e are s t r u g g l i n g — 
o n e s t a t e , o n e p e o p l e , o n e church . ' 

T h e s e w o r d s are a l r e a d y f a m o u s , 
a n d t h e B i s h o p ' s ' G r a y E m i n e n c e , ' 
t h e ' j u d i c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l - S o c i a l i s t C h u r c h , M i n i s t e r i a l 
D i r e c t o r J a e g e r , e x p r e s s e d h i m s e l f in 
e v e n m o r e de f in i t e t e rms . ' T h e u l t i -
m a t e a i m is t h e s u p p r e s s i o n o f all 
s e c t s , t h e l i q u i d a t i o n o f re l ig ious d i f -
f e r e n c e s a m o n g t h e G e r m a n p e o p l e . 
A t t h e e n d of th i s e v o l u t i o n w e s e e t h e 
N a t i o n a l C h u r c h . ' I f , m o r e o v e r , w e 
c o n s i d e r t h e ecc l e s ias t i ca l l a w 'passed 
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dur ing t h e A u g u s t s e s s i o n o f t h e N a -
t ional S y n o d a n d d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 
v o w s t a k e n b y t h e c l e r g y a n d c h u r c h 
d igni tar ies a n d i f w e recal l t h a t t h e es -
sent ia l p o i n t s i n t h i s l a w , a c c o r d i n g t o 
D r . Jaeger , a r e ' r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e 
Fi ihrer as s u c h ; r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e 
c o m m u n i t y ( V o l k s t u m ) as s u c h ; c o m -
p l e t e sacri f ice for t h i s c o m m u n i t y a n d 
d e v o t i o n o f a l l o n e ' s energ i e s t o t h i s 
church , ' w e are t h e n a b l e to u n d e r -
s t a n d t h e l a s t p h a s e o f t h e c o n f l i c t 
t h a t is b e i n g w a g e d w i t h i n G e r m a n 
P r o t e s t a n t i s m a s w e l l as i t s s igni f i -
c a n c e a n d p o s s i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t . 

W e s h o u l d n o t u n d e r e s t i m a t e t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s p h a s e . A t t h e s a m e 
t i m e w e s h o u l d u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i t wi l l 
n o t be d e c i s i v e . T h e a i m s o f N a t i o n a l 
Soc ia l i sm are c lear , for i t is t r y i n g t o 
contro l t h e r e l i g i o n o f t h e G e r m a n 
p e o p l e a n d t o c r e a t e a c h u r c h rule t h a t 
fits t h e N a t i o n a l - S o c i a l i s t po l i t i ca l 
p a t t e r n . A t t h e s a m e t i m e it m i x e s 
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is b e i n g g u a r d e d in V i e n n a . T o h i m i t is 
n o r o m a n t i c d r e a m t h a t the prec ious 
s t o n e s in th i s n o b l e d i a d e m will o n c e 
aga in s h i n e o v e r G e r m a n y or o v e r 
p a r t o f G e r m a n y . H e feels h i s real 
m i s s i o n l ies here . I t is here t h a t the 
c lear a i m s o f m i l i t a n t C a t h o l i c i s m are 
r e v e a l e d . H e r e a lso l ies the kernel o f 
t h e r e s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t N a t i o n a l S o -
c ia l i sm, for t h e T h i r d R e i c h a n d t h e 
Sacrum Imperium are j u s t as m u t u a l l y 
e x c l u s i v e as F r a n c i s c a n C a t h o l i c i s m 
a n d N a t i o n a l Soc ia l i sm are m u t u a l l y 
c o n g e n i a l . 

S c h u s c h n i g g is chancel lor , b u t t h e 
Imperium Romanum is s tronger t h a n 
he . B r u n o Gobr i ' s frank words in t h e 
Gerarchia s t a t e w h a t w e h a v e o f t e n 
p r o c l a i m e d in t h e s e pages , Pecunia 
non olet. T h e B a n c o d ' l t a l i a r ece ive s 
c r e d i t s f r o m F r a n c e , a n d then V i e n n a 
is p a i d in lire. W h e n m o n e y is n o t 
u s e f u l , h o n o r s are h a n d e d out . N o t 
o n l y h a v e a l m o s t all t h e m e m b e r s 
o f t h e A u s t r i a n C a b i n e t been o v e r -
w h e l m e d w i t h I t a l i a n d e c o r a t i o n s ; 
K i n g V i c t o r E m m a n u e l h a s g i v e n t h e 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e ch ie f industr ia l or-
g a n i z a t i o n , t h e d irec tor o f the off icial 
n e w s b u r e a u , t h e board of d irectors o f 
t h e A u s t r i a n A v i a t i o n C o m p a n y , a n d 
o t h e r g e n t l e m e n in s imi lar p o s i t i o n s 
t h e C r o s s o f C o m m a n d i n g Off icer o f 
t h e O r d e r o f t h e I ta l i an Crown. Non 
olet. 

T h e m i l i t a r y s ide of this q u e s t i o n 
c a n be e x p l a i n e d f rom neutra l sources . 

In t h e O c t o b e r i s sue o f the Schweizer-
ische Monatshefte fur Politik und 
Kultur w e f ind t h e f o l l o w i n g s ta te -
m e n t s , w h i c h w e r e p r o d u c e word for 
w o r d : — 

' T h e serious s e t b a c k s in our mi l i tary 
and geograph ic s i t u a t i o n c a u s e d b y 
the T r e a t i e s o f Versa i l l e s a n d T r i a n o n 
inc lude t h e c o m p l e t e l y a l tered s i tua-
t ion o f t h e eas tern p a r t o f 9ur c o u n t r y 
[Switzerland] . S i n c e 1919 w e h a v e 
been bordered o n t h e eas t b y a l i t t le 
r u m p s t a t e [Austria] , a t i n y affair 
t h a t c a n n o t m a i n t a i n i t se l f b y i t s o w n 
power , t h a t c o n s t a n t l y n e e d s he lp 
f rom abroad , a n d t h a t h a s b e c o m e a 
terr i tory in w h i c h v a r i o u s foreign 
in f luences are a t loggerheads . R e c e n t l y 
I t a l y h a s s u c c e e d e d in expe l l ing m o s t 
of t h e o ther fore ign in f luences from 
A u s t r i a a n d a t t a i n i n g p r e d o m i n a n c e 
in V i e n n a , t h u s m a k i n g A u s t r i a n o t 
m e r e l y a sphere o f I ta l i an in f luence 
b u t a l m o s t a p r o t e c t o r a t e . T h e inter-
ference o f the I t a l i a n A m b a s s a d o r a t 
V i e n n a in d o m e s t i c A u s t r i a n affairs 
has , in t h e pas t year , t a k e n f o r m s t h a t 
n o rea l ly free a n d i n d e p e n d e n t coun-
try w o u l d ever to lerate . T h i s year has 
c lear ly s h o w n t h a t A u s t r i a h a s c o m e 
w i t h i n I t a l y ' s m i l i t a r y sphere o f 
in f luence . ' 

T h e T h i r d R e i c h , t h e Imperium 
Romanum, the Sacrum Imperium— 
the present a n d f u t u r e d e s t i n y o f our 
c o n t i n e n t wil l b e d e t e r m i n e d b y the 
s t rugg le b e t w e e n t h e s e three forces . 
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t i ous ly in the s a m e m a g a z i n e . H e 
a t t e m p t s to s h o w t h a t t h e A u s t r i a n 
n a t i o n is gradua l ly ris ing and tri-
u m p h i n g b u t t h a t a popular v o t e 
c a n n o t o c c u r s ince h e foresees w h a t 
the re su l t wil l be, for h e w r i t e s as 
f o l l o w s : — 

. ' T o - d a y Aus tr ia h a s a d o p t e d a n e w 
c o n s t i t u t i o n . T h e part ie s h a v e n o 
legal r ight to ex i s tence , a n d a p o p u l a r 
r e f e r e n d u m can occur o n l y if i t is 
carried w i t h i n the f ramework of t h e 
A u s t r i a n corporat ive s ta te . I cons ider 
a p l eb i sc i t e imposs ib le , for, i f t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t p laced a n y q u e s t i o n in-
v o l v i n g t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e of A u s t r i a 
before t h e peop le , i t w o u l d at o n c e be 
r e n o u n c i n g par t o f i t s o w n sover -
e i g n t y . A general re ferendum o n the 
q u e s t i o n o f d o m e s t i c and fore ign 
g o v e r n m e n t a l p o l i c y a t the p r e s e n t 
t rans i t ion s tage w o u l d l ead to a coa l i -
t ion b e t w e e n the N a t i o n a l Soc ia l i s t s 
a n d t h e L e f t - w i n g radicals . ' S i g n o r 
M o r r e a l e also a d m i t s t h a t t h e A u s -
trian G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d find i t se l f in 
j u s t a s h o p e l e s s a m i n o r i t y a f ter s u c h 
a v o t e as i t is t o -day . B u t I t a l y h a s a 
m e t h o d o f q u i c k l y o v e r c o m i n g th i s 
o b s t a c l e , a n d Signor Gobr i h a s g i v e n 
us t h e k e y t o i t s p o l i c y : ' A grea t dea l 
o f m o n e y . ' 

A s w e prophes i ed here i m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t er t h e a t t e m p t e d P u t s c h o f l a s t 
s u m m e r , t h e clerical and F a s c i s t 
p o w e r s in A u s t r i a h a v e a l ready w e l d e d 
t h e m s e l v e s together . T h i s pos i t i on i s 
ver i f i ed b y a f e w s e n t e n c e s f r o m t h e 
n e u t r a l Neue Aargauer Zeitung in t h e 
m i d d l e o f O c t o b e r : ' I t is an o p e n 
secre t t h a t a t the end o f J u l y I t a l y a n d 
A u s t r i a w e r e on t h e p o i n t o f c o n -
c l u d i n g a mi l i t ary a g r e e m e n t i n v o l v i n g 
far -reach ing co l laborat ion in t h e mi l i -
t a r y field a n d t h a t A u s t r i a h a d sur-
rendered i t se l f c o m p l e t e l y to I t a l y . 

T h e a g r e e m e n t w a s to be s i gned w h e n 
t h e A u s t r i a n C h a n c e l l o r v i s i t e d R i c -
c ione , b u t t h e tra in o f e v e n t s o f J u l y 
25 u p s e t th i s p l a n . T h e n e w C h a n -
cellor, D r . S c h u s c h n i g g , there fore v i s -
i t e d t h e D u c e in F l o r e n c e w h e n t h e 
big a r m y m a n o e u v r e s w e r e b e g i n n i n g 
b u t re fra ined f r o m s i g n i n g a n y far-
reach ing a g r e e m e n t s a n d r e f u s e d to 
enter i n t o a n y t r e a t y b e c a u s e o f 
orders h e h a d r e c e i v e d f r o m F r a n c e . ' 

V 

I f this d e s c r i p t i o n f r o m a S w i s s 
n e w s p a p e r is true , a n d there is a g r e a t 
dea l o f reason to b e l i e v e i t is , w e s e e 
h o w s h a r p l y t h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e 
Imperium Romanum and the Sacrum 
Imperium h a s d i v i d e d A u s t r i a . C h a n -
cel lor S c h u s c h n i g g i s a c l ever super ior 
spirit . O f T y r o l e a n or ig in h e h a s l i t t l e 
inc l inat ion to m a k e h i s n a t i v e c o u n t r y 
s u b o r d i n a t e to t h e t e m p o r a l e m p i r e o f 
R o m e . H i s r o o t s are in t h e C a t h o l i c 
A c t i o n group . H e cons iders h i m s e l f 
the heir o f M o n s i g n o r Seipel , w h o 
tried to s o u n d o u t I t a l y b u t w h o 
or ig inated t h e w a t c h w o r d , ' N o s e t t l e -
m e n t w i t h o u t G e r m a n y . ' S c h u s c h n i g g 
w a n t s to res tore a s i t u a t i o n in w h i c h 
Aus tr ia c a n p l a y o n f o u r d i f f erent 
g r o u p s — I t a l y , F r a n c e , t h e L i t t l e E n -
t e n t e , a n d G e r m a n y . O n l y in th i s w a y 
d o e s t h e A u s t r i a n C h a n c e l l o r fee l sure 
h e c a n a v o i d an A n s c h l u s s w i t h I t a l y 
or G e r m a n y or t h e d a n g e r s o f s u b -
j e c t i n g h i m s e l f t o F r a n c e a n d t h e 
L i t t l e E n t e n t e . T h e C h a n c e l l o r k n o w s 
t h a t h i s t i m e h a s n o t y e t c o m e or 
rather t h a t t h e t i m e o f t h e H a p s b u r g s 
h a s n o t y e t c o m e , w h e n a n o t h e r 
e m p i r e i s t o be s e t u p in t h e s o u t h b y 
the Sacrum Imperium. 

D r . S c h u s c h n i g g e n j o y s referr ing t o 
the c r o w n o f C h a r l e s t h e G r e a t t h a t 
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h e h a d been b u i l d i n g w i t h Bulgar ia for 
a "whole year . T h i s m o v e a u t o m a t i -
c a l l y d i s t u r b e d F r a n c e , s ince Be lgrade 
w a s b r a n c h i n g o u t on i t s o w n . 

K i n g A l e x a n d e r w a s i n v i t e d to 
P a r i s to a n s w e r for h is c o n d u c t . A n d 
B a r t h o u h a d p l a n n e d to v i s i t I t a l y 
be fore the b e g i n n i n g o f N o v e m b e r . 
I n Sof ia f o r t y b o d y g u a r d s a c c o m -
p a n i e d K i n g A l e x a n d e r . T h e F r e n c h 
of f ic ia ls l e t i t b e k n o w n t h a t so m u c h 
p r o t e c t i o n w a s u n n e c e s s a r y b u t t h a t 
e v e r y m e a s u r e for s ecur i ty w o u l d be 
t a k e n . A l e x a n d e r l a n d e d in Marse i l l e 
a n d w i t h i n a f e w m i n u t e s h a d fal len 
v i c t i m to t h e f a t a l bul lets . W i t h the 
d e a t h of this k i n g , w h o w a s a l m o s t the 
l a s t m a n d e s e r v i n g t h e t i t l e in E u r o p e , 
a g r a d u a l s h i f t in t h e ba lance of p o w e r 
b e g a n . 

W h o w o u l d dare to m a k e a n y 
p r o p h e c i e s u n d e r these c i rcumstances? 
O n l y o n e p o s s i b i l i t y r e m a i n s a l w a y s 
in t h e b a c k g r o u n d — t h a t all the par-
t ies m a y u n i t e a n d turn the conf l ic t 
a g a i n s t G e r m a n y . T h i s w o u l d serve 
t h e in t ere s t o f t h e Imperium Ro-
manum, w h i c h w a n t s to m a k e Aus tr ia 
i n t o t h e p r o v i n c e of N o r i c u m but 
d o e s n o t w a n t i t to be a R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c s t a t e . T h i s a lso co inc ides 
w i t h t h e w i s h e s o f the F r e n c h irrec-
onc i lab le s , a n d e v e n the Sacrum 
Imperium w o u l d n o t be o p p o s e d s ince 
t h e d e a t h o f K i n g A l e x a n d e r h a s in-
c r e a s e d t h e c h a n c e s of t h e H a p s b u r g s 
e n o r m o u s l y . 

T h e coe f f i c i en t of u n c e r t a i n t y be-
c o m e s v e r y large w h e n w e a t t e m p t to 
a n a l y z e t h e E u r o p e a n s i t u a t i o n ac-
c u r a t e l y . E n g l a n d , for i n s t a n c e , cou ld 
h a r d l y t o l e r a t e t h e e x i s t e n c e of an 
Imperium Romanum because it w o u l d 
t h r e a t e n t h e B r i t i s h imper ia l trade 
r o u t e t h r o u g h t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n . I t 
m u s t n e v e r be f o r g o t t e n t h a t t h e inde-

p e n d e n c e o f w h i c h I t a l y boasts so 
m u c h is v i e w e d b y E n g l a n d in qu i te a 
di f ferent l i ght , for I t a l y as an o p p o -
nent w o u l d b e a P o w e r no t to be 
u n d e r e s t i m a t e d b y E n g l a n d and the 
E m p i r e . F o r t h a t reason the pol icy o f 
Grea t B r i t a i n o n n a v a l problems and 
in re spec t to conf l i c t s on cont inenta l 
E u r o p e a l w a y s t e n d s t o w a r d a c o m -
promise . 

IV 

I n t h e O c t o b e r i s sue o f Gerarchia, 
which a lso i n c l u d e d E u g e n i o M o r -
reale's a t t a c k o n G e r m a n y , w e read 
the f o l l o w i n g p a s s a g e in an article b y 
his fr iend, B r u n o G o b r i : ' I f I m a y 
express m y o p i n i o n , I m i g h t s a y t h a t 
the p r o b l e m o f f ree ing Austr ia from 
the t h r e a t o f N a t i o n a l Socia l i sm is a 
q u e s t i o n o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d m o n e y . 
I t w o u l d be a w a s t e o f t i m e to t ry 
to force t h e A u s t r i a n generat ion n o w 
reach ing m a t u r i t y to c h a n g e their 
op in ions . N e i t h e r force nor a r g u m e n t 
w o u l d p r o d u c e a n y results , bu t a n e w 
A u s t r i a m u s t be bu i l t w i t h the y o u n g 
peop le u n d e r fifteen years old. R e m e m -
ber t h e A u s t r i a n y o u t h c a m p in R o m e 
in th i s c o n n e c t i o n . O l d G e r m a n A u s -
tria m u s t be rep laced b y this n e w 
pol i t ica l crea t ion . A sa fe leader a n d 
a g r e a t dea l o f m o n e y are o b v i o u s l y 
neces sary . ' 

' A n d a g r e a t dea l o f m o n e y . ' W e d o 
n o t d o u b t t h a t S ignori Morrea le and 
Gobri h a v e ex traord inar i l y large s u m s 
a t the ir d i s p o s i t i o n , t h a t t h e y h a v e 
h a d th i s m o n e y for years , and t h a t 
t h e y h a v e d e t e r m i n e d to c o n t i n u e 
c o r r u p t i n g A u s t r i a to the l imit . Y e t 
w e are a m a z e d t h a t Gerarchia speaks 
so o p e n l y a b o u t t h e s e m a t t e r s , wh ich 
u p to n o w h a v e r e m a i n e d the so le 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f S ignor Morreale . 
M o r r e a l e h i m s e l f s p e a k s m o r e cau-
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c o m e to a n y real so lut ion , and t h e 
as sass inat ion o f K i n g Alexander a n d 
B a r t h o u , w h i c h occurred o n l y because 
of s c a n d a l o u s l y i n a d e q u a t e police pro-
t ec t ion , o v e r t h r e w t h e N a t i o n a l - U n i o n 
G o v e r n m e n t . A l t h o u g h the F r e n c h 
R i g h t - w i n g p a r t i e s are u t t e r l y cor-
rupted b y t h e a r m a m e n t makers , the 
L e f t - w i n g p a r t i e s h a v e suffered m o s t 
f rom t h e c o l l a p s e o f par l iamentar i sm. 
T h u s , all the t e n d e n c i e s favorable to a 
F a s c i s m s u i t e d to t h e F r e n c h w a y o f 
l i fe h a v e b e e n s t r e n g t h e n e d , and to -
d a y i t is h a r d l y poss ib l e for the R a d i -
cal Soc ia l i s t s t o s e t t h e m s e l v e s u p as 
m o r a l l y super ior to the I ta l ian F a s -
cists. 

S ince F a s c i s m h a s ga ined mora l 
s t a t u r e in F r a n c e , Musso l in i could 
m a k e c l ever u s e of i t . T h e French will 
c er ta in ly n o t t a k e o v e r F a s c i s t forms, 
but t h e s t a t e l eadersh ip wil l be m a d e 
to r e s e m b l e t h e I t a l i a n m o d e l in m a n y 
respects . I n G e r m a n y and F r a n c e 
I t a l y is w i t n e s s i n g c o m p l e t e l y contra-
d i c t o r y inner d e v e l o p m e n t s . W h e r e a s 
t h e G e r m a n N a t i o n a l - S o c i a l i s t P a r t y 
took o v e r cer ta in f o r m s f rom F a s c i s m , 
N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m d e v e l o p e d m o r e 
a n d m o r e on i t s o w n base , which m u s t 
be q u i t e d i f f erent f r o m the F a s c i s t 
base , s ince t h e T h i r d R e i c h a n d the 
Imperiutn Romanum are in conf l ict . 
France , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , d id n o t 
t a k e o v e r a n y o u t e r f o r m s but is in-
c l ined to a c c e p t t h e inner c o n t e n t of 
F a s c i s m , t o w h i c h t h e French m e n -
t a l i t y is m o r e r e c e p t i v e than the 
G e r m a n . I t c a n n o t be den ied t h a t 
t h e I t a l i a n l e a d e r s p o s s e s s a v e r y f ine 
organ to e n c o u r a g e t h e s e d e v e l o p -
m e n t s a n d t o cap i ta l i z e o n t h e m in 
their fore ign p o l i c y . 

L a s t s u m m e r , I t a l y s h i f t e d i t s pos i -
t ion w i t h i n a f e w w e e k s . I n J u n e 
H i t l e r a n d M u s s o l i n i m e t in Venice . 

O n e of t h e f e w p u b l i c l y a n n o u n c e d 
resul ts o f the ir c o n v e r s a t i o n w a s t h a t 
b o t h c o u n t r i e s r e f u s e d t o e n t e r a n y 
mul t i l a t era l treat ies . O n t h e 13th o f 
J u l y , the d a y a f t er t h e E a s t E u r o p e a n 
P a c t h a d b e e n s u b m i t t e d t o B e r l i n , 
t h e official I t a l i a n n e w s a g e n c y re-
l eased a c o m m u n i q u e u r g i n g G e r m a n y 
to jo in . T h u s , I t a l y , for t h e first t i m e , 
o p e n l y t o o k t h e F r e n c h s ide o n a 
p a r a m o u n t i s sue . A n d i t is i m p o r t a n t 
to r e m e m b e r t h a t th i s h a p p e n e d be-
fore the e v e n t s in A u s t r i a on J u l y 
2 5 t h a n d a f t e r t h e B a n c o d ' l t a l i a h a d 
rece ived i t s first cred i t s f r o m F r a n c e , 
w h i c h w e r e g u a r a n t e e d in M a y . B y 
shifting^ i t s g r o u n d o n t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
t h e E a s t E u r o p e a n P a c t , I t a l y g a v e 
F r a n c e a t r e m e n d o u s a d v a n t a g e in 
t h e d i p l o m a t i c n e g o t i a t i o n s t h a t w e r e 
under w a y a n d s h o w e d o n th i s o c c a -
s ion t h a t i t t o o k t h e s a m e s t a n d as 
Par is . 

A l b e r t M o u s s e t h a s w r i t t e n in h i s 
Paradoxes: ' W h e n I t a l y u s e s t h e word 
" r e v i s i o n , " i t is s p e a k i n g less o f i t s 
boundar i e s t h a n o f i t s p o s i t i o n in t h e 
h ierarchy o f n a t i o n s . ' T h i s is q u i t e 
correct . I t a l y sees t h a t t h e m o m e n t 
h a s c o m e w h e n i t c a n a b a n d o n i t s 
ideas on r e v i s i o n in e x c h a n g e for a 
h igher p o s i t i o n in t h e h i e r a r c h y o f 
n a t i o n s . 

R o m e r e a c h e d a bas ic dec i s ion , b u t 
th ings w e r e n o t so s i m p l e . A c lose 
a l l iance b i n d s I t a l y t o H u n g a r y . 
F r a n c e h a s e q u a l l y c lose c o n n e c t i o n s 
w i t h Y u g o s l a v i a a n d t h e L i t t l e E n -
tente . A F r a n c o - I t a l i a n r a p p r o c h e -
m e n t w o u l d a u t o m a t i c a l l y a f f ec t all 
the se countr i e s . H u n g a r i a n - I t a l i a n re-
l a t i o n s h i p s w e r e s e v e r e l y d i s t u r b e d in 
S e p t e m b e r . F r a n c e , h o w e v e r , h a d t o 
m a i n t a i n t h e i n t e g r i t y o f Y u g o s l a v i a 
a l t h o u g h K i n g A l e x a n d e r v i s i t e d Sof ia 
a n d c e m e n t e d t h e b e t t e r re la t ions t h a t 
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e n t r y of t h e S o v i e t U n i o n in to t h e 
L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s , h e brought t h e 
R u s s i a n p o l i c y o f F r a n c e to a certa in 
c o n c l u s i o n b e c a u s e t h e co l laborat ion 
of t h e G e n e r a l S t a f f s h a d to w a i t unt i l 
this s t e p w a s t a k e n . B a r t h o u w a s , t o a 
cer ta in e x t e n t , t h e h i g h p o i n t a n d 
c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h e n e w French foreign 
p o l i c y t h a t w e n t i n t o e f fect a f ter 
B r i a n d d ied . Al l t h a t remained to be 
c o m p l e t e d w e r e t h e p l a n s for F r a n c o -
I ta l i an s e t t l e m e n t . 

B u t h e r e t h e fa i lure of the E a s t 
E u r o p e a n P a c t t o o k all the dr ive o u t 
o f F r e n c h fore ign po l i cy . B e t w e e n t h e 
s u m m e r o f 1932 a n d t h e s u m m e r of 
1934 f r i e n d s h i p w i t h R u s s i a c a m e t o o 
m u c h i n t o t h e f o r e g r o u n d n o t to h a v e 
m a d e i t s l i m i t a t i o n s q u i t e clear. I t 
w o u l d b e p r e m a t u r e to s a y t h a t rela-
t ions b e t w e e n t h e t w o countr ies h a v e 
b e g u n to coo l , b u t i t does n o t serve 
their i n t e r e s t s t o g o a n y further . 
R e l a t i o n s w i t h I t a l y h a v e b e c o m e 
m u c h m o r e i m p o r t a n t to France . 

I l l 

I n h i s v a l u a b l e b o o k , Paradoxes 
sur le passe, le present et I'avenir de 
rEurope, A l b e r t M o u s s e t h a s s a i d : 
' F r a n c o - I t a l i a n re la t ionsh ips wil l lack 
a n y p s y c h o l o g i c a l bas i s unt i l w e k n o w 
w h e t h e r F r a n c e s a v e d I t a l y or I t a l y 
s a v e d F r a n c e d u r i n g the War . ' 

D o e s t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l basis for an 
a g r e e m e n t or an a l l iance ex is t t o - d a y ? 
I t is d o u b t f u l , j u s t as i t h a s been 
d o u b t f u l t h r o u g h o u t t h e ent ire p o s t -
war p e r i o d , w h e t h e r a n y t h i n g m o r e 
than a m e t a p h y s i c a l pol i t ical agree-
m e n t h a s e x i s t e d b e t w e e n R o m e a n d 
Paris . D u r i n g t h e F r a n c o - I t a l i a n n e -
g o t i a t i o n s , t h e F r e n c h h a v e a l w a y s 

-been in t h e p o s i t i o n of surrendering 
s o m e t h i n g a n d t h e I ta l ians in t h e 

pos i t ion o f m a k i n g d e m a n d s . W h e t h e r 
t h e y h a v e been d i scuss ing the co lonia l 
q u e s t i o n in Afr ica , n a v a l prob lems , or 
the in f luences o f the t w o countr i e s in 
s o u t h e a s t e r n E u r o p e and A u s t r i a , 
I t a l y h a s n e v e r been able to of fer a n y -
th ing in return for access ion to i t s 
desires. F r a n c e a l w a y s h a d t h e ef fec-
t ive p o w e r on i t s s ide w i t h a b igger 
a r m y , a b igger n a v y , bigger co lon ies , 
and m o r e m o n e y . Y e t the mater ia l a n d 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l bas is s h i f t e d to I t a l y 
dur ing t h e s e years . E c o n o m i c l a w s 
m a y h a v e f a v o r e d F r a n c e , b u t t h e 
inner i m p o n d e r a b l e a d v a n t a g e s h a v e 
f a v o r e d I t a l y to an increas ing degree . 

T h e F r e n c h h a v e regarded t h e n e w 
imperia l idea in G e r m a n y w i t h inter-
est , a l m o s t w i t h h a t r e d , but t h e y h a v e 
n o t h i n g to offer in oppos i t i on . I t w a s 
e i ther a q u e s t i o n o f brute force or, 
w h a t a m o u n t s to t h e s a m e t h i n g , t h e 
c o n c e p t i o n o f the s a n c t i t y o f treat ies . 
E x p e r i e n c e w i t h P o l a n d h a s t a u g h t 
the F r e n c h t h a t ne i ther brute force 
nor sacred treat ies offer suf f i c ient 
res i s tance to a y o u n g idea. T h u s , t h e 
paradox ica l s i t u a t i o n has ar isen in 
w h i c h t h e F r e n c h m u s t b a s e their 
h o p e s o n t h e F a s c i s t Imperium Ro-
manum, the v e r y poss ib i l i ty o f w h i c h 
t h e y l ook u p o n w i t h dread. 

D o m e s t i c d e v e l o p m e n t s in F r a n c e 
h a v e a l so p r o d u c e d repercuss ions on 
the c o u n t r y ' s fore ign po l i cy . T h e 
grea t S t a v i s k y s c a n d a l s d o n o t inc l ine 
us to asser t t h a t t h e p o w e r o f F r a n c e 
has b e e n c o m p l e t e l y wrecked . N e v e r -
theless , the se s y m p t o m s of d e c a y in 
the F r e n c h p a r l i a m e n t a r y s y s t e m o f 
g o v e r n m e n t h a v e p r o d u c e d ser ious 
e f f ec t s o n the s y s t e m as a w h o l e . 

T h e D o u m e r g u e C a b i n e t h a s n o t 
s e t t l e d t h e crisis o f t h e F r e n c h s y s -
t e m ; it h a s m e r e l y c o v e r e d u p a f e w 
in iqui t ies . T h e S t a v i s k y case d i d n o t 
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