
Two of these three articles come from 
the official Volkischer Beobachter—one 
of them is by Alfred Rosenberg him-
self. The third quotes first-hand sources. 
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R E V I E W of wor ld poli t ical h a p -
pen ings in 1934 inc ludes a t e r r i fy ing 
n u m b e r of h u m a n e r rors a n d fail ings. 
Revo lu t ions , a s sass ina t ions of leading 
s t a t e s m e n , p r e p a r a t i o n s for n e w mili-
t a r y all iances, conferences , which ex-
pressed on ly t h e s h a r p an t agon i sm of 
d i f fe ren t p o i n t s of v i e w — t h a t is t he 
p i c t u r e of a wor ld t h a t is being urged 
b y t h e p r o p h e t s of d e m o c r a c y of t he 
L e a g u e of N a t i o n s t o e n t e r upon a 
per iod of q u i e t a n d e t e rna l peace by 
t r u s t i n g t h e G e n e v a leadersh ip . 

T h e G e r m a n Re i ch h a s n o t h i n g t o 
d o wi th t h e crises a n d explosions of t he 
p a s t yea r . W h i l e t h e r ep re sen t a t i ve s of 
J e w i s h wor ld d e m o c r a c y in o t h e r 
coun t r i e s were t r y i n g t o r ep resen t t h e 
n e w G e r m a n y as a d a n g e r o u s i n t e rna -

t ional t r o u b l e m a k e r a n d conspi ra tor , 
even the m o s t i n s a n e opponen t s of 
G e r m a n y could n o t fai l to perceive 
t h a t in o u r c o u n t r y a n e w historical 
deve lopmen t of peace fu l , sure progress 
h a d begun a n d t h a t i t was n o t to be 
des t royed b y occas ional o u t b u r s t s of 
in te rna t iona l pan i c . A t t h e end of 
1934 G e r m a n f ron t - l i ne fighters m e t 
t he F r e n c h m e n t h e y h a d fough t 
against d u r i n g t h e W o r l d W a r , a n d 
t h e y discussed t h e f u t u r e of E u r o p e 
together . H e r e w a s a poli t ical even t 
t h a t a g o o d m a n y circles observed 
wi th a s t o n i s h m e n t a n d ex t reme dis-
t rus t . W a s n ' t t h e en t i r e resur rec ted 
power of t h e G e r m a n people supposed 
to be logical ly d e t e r m i n e d on a wa r of 
revenge, a n d were n o t all t h e d e m a n d s 
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that Germany had expressed for a 
peaceful settlement really put forward 
in order to conceal preparations for 
conflict? 

T h e ques t ion of a Franco-German 
r a p p r o c h e m e n t is merely one of the 
i m p o r t a n t tasks that confront the 
poli t icians of the whole world in this 
period. T h e t ime will come when fu-
ture genera t ions will describe the 
Versailles Peace Conference and its 
spokesmen as the most narrow-minded 
and s tup id performance of the whole 
cen tury . T h e t ime will come when 
this iron-clad dictate of so-called 
s ta tesmen will be numbered among 
the curiosities of world politics and 
when the generat ion of Clemenceau 
will be recognized for wha t i t really 
was—so m a n y blind brutes, who 
though t t hey could ' real ize ' their pit i-
less d ic ta tes a f t e r the most terrible 
na t ional conflict in history had de-
s t royed the lives of millions. Only fools 
imagined t h a t the batt les of t h a t W a r 
could be concluded by a peace t rea ty 
modeled on old-fashioned cabinet in-
trigues. In Versailles pe t ty advocates 
wrote poisonous paragraphs and 
though t t h a t their ha t red of the life 
of the world could lay down new laws. 
F r o m the battlefields of the f ront , 
however , arose a desire to live and a 
will to self-assertion, which will de-
s t roy all the pa ragraphs and ' e t e r n a l ' 
d ic ta tes t h a t were ever wri t ten. 

Th i s year we again hear a few 
d ip lomats asser t ing that revision of 
the Versailles T r e a t y means war. 
These all-too-clever gentlemen do not , 
however, know one simple th ing— 
t h a t life itself m e a n s a daily and hour ly 
revision of eve ry th ing that exists. Life 
to -day is sha t t e r ing forms t ha t yester-
d a y seemed eternal . In a single s t r ide 
life overleaps the impotent , prescrip-

tions that spirits hostile to life have 
tried to establish. Life alone deter-
mines what will happen in the future 
a n d w h a t fo rm things will take . P a r a -
g raphs denying life, which renews 
itself e ternal ly , are meaningless scrib-
blings. 

T h e wor th and will of the race de-
te rmine the position and grea tness of 
the S ta te . W a r s are merely one means 
of deciding this e ternal s t ruggle for 
existence between the races. T h e 
works of cul ture , the ach ievements of 
science, the s t rength of the social 
s t r u c t u r e of the S t a t e are also life 
problems t h a t bear witness to the 
inner power of the race and de te rmine 
how long a n y people shall live. H o w 
m u c h will and power a na t ion expends 
in every mani fes ta t ion of life, dai ly 
and hour ly , also de te rmines the life 
period t h a t this na t ion will en joy . I t 
is false to assume t h a t a na t ion ' s will 
to life can assert itself only in a vic-
torious war . Close c o m m u n i t y of labor , 
such as exists in a socially j u s t s ta te , 
or t he s truggles of any people for their 
economic existence are life victories 
of the race t h a t m a y weigh as heavi ly 
in t he scales as sacrifices of blood. 
T h a t is w h y victor ious s t a t e s o f ten go 
in to a comple te decline a f t e r a shor t 
period, and , on the o ther h a n d , w h y 
people who were vanqu i shed on the 
batt lef ield can rise again because of 
their unb roken racial power. 

If t he pa ragraph-wr i t ing poli t icians 
of Versailles believed t h a t t hey could 
forever block t he greatness and im-
po r t ance of t he G e r m a n people as 
their h a t r e d urged them to do, we 
know t h a t t h e y m a d e as big a mi s t ake 
as if t h e y h a d measured a sick m a n 
for t he clothes he was to wear when he 
was hea l t hy . T h e significance of a 
people a n d i ts role in world h i s to ry are 
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n o t de te rmined b y a rb i t r a ry dictates 
b u t solely by t h e power of life this 
people mani fes t s a f t e r submi t t ing to 
d ic ta t ion , by t he economic, cultural , 
and mora l will t h a t an imates this 
people before and a f t e rward . By as-
sert ing this will na t i ons form them-
selves anew every d a y , and life begins 
to revise t he d i c t a t e as soon as it has 
been signed. 

Al though cer ta in philosophers want 
t o teach t he G e r m a n people, on the 
basis of w h a t h a p p e n e d to a few 
Med i t e r r anean na t ions , t h a t every 
people grows old a n d , a f t e r a limited 
period of power , can never renew its 
you th , we k n o w t h a t in the F a r Eas t 
there are na t ions a n d cul tures t ha t had 
a great h i s to ry a t housand years ago 
and t h a t s t a n d to -day on the thres-
hold of a new reviva l s imply because 
their ent i re social and religious ex-
istence has observed the eternal laws 
of race and racial d u t y . And we know 
t h a t to -day t he G e r m a n people faces 
the grea t decisive m o m e n t in its his-
t o ry—whe the r i t will win through 

its will for life, or whether it wishes 
to grow old and degenerate as o ther 
cultures h a v e done before. 

T h e period we are enter ing does no t 
ask a nat ion how large a bank reserve 
it has or how m a n y tanks and bomb-
ing planes. I t inquires only as to the 
na t ion ' s will to life. T h a t is the final 
test t ha t all Eu ropean nat ions wi thou t 
exception m u s t face whether they 
emerged f rom Versailles as victors or 
vanquished. For the way the na t ions 
meet this test will de termine the f u t u r e 
character of Europe . T o G e r m a n y , 
the d ic ta te of Versailles could h a v e 
become as legal as its au thors wished, 
and could h a v e u t t e red the last word 
as far as G e r m a n life is concerned, 
only if the G e r m a n people h a d n o t 
shown its e ternal character and its 
s t rength once again when Versailles 
collapsed. 

In this sense, on the threshold of 
the new year , we again sa lute the flag 
of the leader Adolf Hi t le r as the sym-
bol of sa lvat ion for a new G e r m a n 
fu ture . 

I I . F O R C U L T U R E A N D T H E S P I R I T 

By ALFRED ROSENBERG 

Translated from the Volkischer Beobacbter, Munich Official National-Socialist Daily 

EVERY g r ea t popu la r cul ture arises 
f rom a single inner development . A 
deeply roo ted inner a t t i t u d e is rad ia ted 
or reflected f r o m every quar te r . Eve ry 
really g rea t cu l tu re is identified with 
some phi losophic impulse t h a t gives 
m a n the power to mould the world, 
which m e a n s to c rea te culture. T h u s , 
works of a r t a re the project ion in 
e ternal fo rm of t he spir i tual s t a tu re of 
a genius, a n d t h e y bear witness to 
w h a t was once a g r e a t presence. T h e y 

recap ture a t ime t h a t is pas t and like-
wise th row light ahead on a possible 
spiri tual f u tu r e . 

Eve ry g rea t political t r ans fo rma-
tion, if i t is really great , is never a 
m a t t e r of exterior events b u t a lways 
arises f rom a philosophic concept ion. 
All political format ions of any d u r a -
tion express a new life-feeling and 
come to an end only when this life-
feeling no longer serves the general 
good of the people or of the group . A 
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