
THE SCIENCES 
POWER AND ABUNDANCE are 
t hemes t h a t h a v e o f t en been e labora ted 
upon in these pages . Quite na tura l ly so, 
for those two words , t aken separate ly or 
toge ther , symbol ize the gif ts of science to 
society. P o w e r : t h e basic fact of modern 
technology, expressing itself in m a n ' s 
increasing capac i ty t o produce whatever 
men s t a n d in need of for t he business of 
life or t he p leasures of living. Abundance : 
t he G a r g a n t u a n accumula t ion of th ings so 
p roduced , whose one social jus t i f icat ion is 
to be consumed—whose actual fate , in our 
pers is t ing ' e c o n o m y of scarci ty, ' is to be 
wi thheld , s abo taged , obs t ruc ted , and 
cr iminal ly des t royed by m a n , against his 
own clear knowledge of their usefulness, in 
violat ion of his deepest , most elemental 
convict ions as t o t h e t rue meaning of 
' w e a l t h . ' 

S ta r t l ing conf i rmat ion of these by now 
hackneyed t ru i sms will be found in t h e 
small , c o m p a c t vo lume enti t led The Chart 
of Plenty, b y H a r o l d Loeb a n d Associates 
(New Y o r k , Viking Press, $2.50). T h e 
a u t h o r is d i rec tor of the Na t iona l Survey 
of Po t en t i a l P r o d u c t Capac i ty , an or-
ganiza t ion set u p in Februa ry , 1934, by 
the Civil W o r k s Admin is t ra t ion to ascer-
ta in p r imar i ly a n d on the basis of ha rd 
fact (1) t h e r a t io of actual product ion in 
the Un i t ed S t a t e s t o capaci ty p roduc t ion ; 
(2) t he m a n p o w e r required in each case; 
(3) t h e o p e r a t i n g character is t ics of t h e 
var ious indust r ies , wi th special reference 
to ' b o t t l e n e c k s ' existing between produc-
tion a n d c o n s u m p t i o n ; and (4) the a m o u n t 
of ' p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r ' — i n te rms of dollars 
a t any given price-level—-required to com-
m a n d capac i t y product ion in existing 
p lan t s . 

T o these ex t raord inar i ly complex prob-
lems u p w a r d s of 60 experts, technicians, 
and engineers—including such men as 
Wal t e r Po l akov , Felix Frazer , G r a h a m 
M o n t g o m e r y , a n d Pomeroy C. Merr i l l— 
gave the i r und iv ided a t t en t ion in the 

AND SOCIETY 
m o n t h s t h a t followed. T h e resul t s t o d a t e , 
scheduled for pub l i ca t ion t h r o u g h t h e 
N e w Y o r k H o u s i n g A u t h o r i t y , will r u n to 
a score or m o r e of volumes , t h e c o n t e n t s 
of which , if widely k n o w n a n d p rope r ly 
i n t e r p r e t e d , could br ing th is c o u n t r y 
closer t o a revolu t ion t h a n all t h e works of 
M a r x a n d Len in p u t toge the r . 

L E T U S S E T down a few of t h e fac ts , 
chosen (more or less a t r a n d o m ) f r o m t h e 
su rvey ' s p re l imina ry repor t , The Chart of 
Plenty. R e m e m b e r t h a t t h e co l labora to rs 
in th i s work were in te res ted in one ques -
t ion : w h a t t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s could have , first of goods a n d t h e n 
of services, if l imi ted only by the phys ica l 
resources a n d p roduc t ive capaci t ies of t h e 
c o u n t r y : — 

Food: I n t h e so-called ' p e a k y e a r ' of 
1929 t h e ' l ibe ra l d i e t ' r e q u i r e m e n t s es-
t ab l i shed by t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Agricul-
t u r e were q u i t e needlessly deficient by t h e 
fol lowing a m o u n t s of specified foods 
(figures in p o u n d s ) : whole mi lk , 77,677,-
428,000; all f resh f ru i t s , 20,831,000,000; 
ce r ta in vegetables , 6,909,612,000; eggs, 
over 13,000,000,000; l a m b a n d m u t t o n , 
more t h a n 60,000,000; p o u l t r y , nea r ly 
700,000,000. Agains t th is we h a v e t o - d a y 
an u n u s e d capac i t y ( two-shi f t basis) of 
97 p e r cen t in s laughte r houses a n d 74 pe r 
cen t in flour mills. 

Textiles: ' T e x t i l e mills, now ope ra t ing 
largely on single sh i f t , when a mul t ip le -
sh i f t basis is no t only p rac t i cab le b u t ve ry 
o f t e n used , a re capable of m o r e t h a n 
doub l ing t h e 1929 al lowance of clothes. ' 

Steel: ' I n 1929 we h a d sufficient s teel t o 
p e r m i t bui ld ing 6.7 t imes as m a n y homes , 
1.23 t imes as m a n y au tomobi les , 1.98 
t imes as m u c h mach ine ry , a n d still c a r r y 
o u t a cons t ruc t ion p r o g r a m m e in o the r 
indus t r i es as g rea t as in 1929. B y 1934 
t h e steel capac i ty h a d been increased b y 
a b o u t 5 million tons . ' 

Productive labor: ' I t has been roughly 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



1935 T H E SCIENCES A N D SOCIETY 

e s t i m a t e d (Brookings I n s t i t u t i o n ) t h a t 
t he m a n - h o u r s u n u s e d d u r i n g t h e pas t five 
years would h a v e been suff icient t o replace 
t h e ent i re indus t r i a l e q u i p m e n t of t he 
U n i t e d S ta t e s w i th m o d e r n equ ipmen t . ' 
I n 1932 the m o n e t a r y v a l u e of p roduc t ion 
was a t t he r a t e of $8,885 ( J 9 2 9 dollars) pe r 
w o r k e r — b u t ave rage a n n u a l wages were 
a b o u t one-f i f th , or less, of t h a t . Over 
16,000,000 famil ies in 1929 h a d incomes of 
less t h a n $2,000. 

U n q u e s t i o n a b l y t h e r ich mate r ia l un -
covered by t h e N a t i o n a l S u r v e y of Po-
ten t ia l P r o d u c t C a p a c i t y , w h a t e v e r i ts 
s ta t i s t ica l inadequac ies a n d possibilities 
of er ror , will deserve t h e closest s t u d y by 
all economists who respec t sc ience—and 
b y all scientists a n d technologis ts who 
recognize t h a t economics is an increas-
ingly i m p o r t a n t p a r t of the i r j o b . 

A B O U T T H I R T Y Y E A R S ago T h o r -
stein Veblen, one of Amer i ca ' s grea tes t 
a n d mos t or iginal economic thinkers , 
wro te a vo lume t h a t h a s become a classic 
in i ts field. T h e m a i n thes is of th is book— 
The Theory of Business Enterprise—is to 
t he effect t h a t v i r tua l ly eve ry ac t iv i ty of 
m o d e r n society, pub l i c or p r iva te , eco-
nomic or poli t ical , cu l tu ra l , technical or 
scientific, is en t ang led in a complex ne t -
work of f inancial a n d commercia l sanc-
t ions whose one a n d u n w a v e r i n g objec t ive 
i s—plunder . 

Al though Veblen ' s phraseo logy is sel-
dom as explicit as t h a t , Veblen 's idea 
—developed in a dozen sh rewd volumes— 
is cer ta in ly bo rne o u t in t h e explosive, if 
confusedly w r i t t e n , pages of Partners in 
Plunder, the Cost of Business Dictatorship, 
by J . B . M a t t h e w s a n d R . E . Shallcross 
(New York , Covici F r i ede , $2.50). 

T h e a u t h o r s — w h o h a v e h a d the ex-
cept ional a d v a n t a g e s of access t o t h e rich 
files of Consumers ' Research—concea l few 
fac t s and mince no words . ' T h e mos t 
serious a n d m e n a c i n g man i f e s t a t i ons of 
Fasc ism, ' t h e y wr i te , ' a r e t o be found in 
t h e intensif icat ion of t h e no rma l and ac-
cep ted pract ices of conven t iona l business 
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and in t h e sanct i f icat ion of those pract ices 
by char la tans a n d more sober officials in 
gove rnmen t service. ' H o w does th is ' i n -
tensification of t h e n o r m a l ' work ou t in 
those sectors of t h e m a r k e t (and it is char -
acterist ic of w h a t J a m e s Trus low A d a m s 
has called ' o u r business civi l izat ion ' t h a t 
every th ing is m a r k e t ) t h a t are openly 
dependen t upon the p rompt ings of science 
and technology? 

T u r n first t o t he chap te r genially headed 
' A Brisk T r a d e in Poisons. ' H e r e we learn 
t h a t 'bus iness as u s u a l ' is pr imar i ly re -
sponsible for such fac ts as these : cancer 
of t he lungs is defini tely on the increase, 
very largely because of t he ent i rely p re -
vent ible (but financially costly) exhaus t 
fumes f rom motor -cars . I t is c o m m o n 
pract ice t o ' p r e s e r v e ' spoiled h a m b u r g e r 
by adu l te ra t ion wi th the dangerous chem-
ical, sodium su lph i te ; m a n y d e a t h s are 
suspected f rom th is cause—but the owners 
of the spoiled a n d adu l t e r a t ed m e a t s a re 
not publ ished. T h e highly poisonous gas , 
me thy l chloride, by its leakage f r o m 
seemingly new and in tac t electric refr ig-
era tors , kills m a n y people—-and wi thou t 
warning. Arsenic spray ing of fresh f ru i t s , 
wi thou t necessary safeguards agains t 
h a s t y or p r e m a t u r e consumpt ion , has led 
to numerous fa ta l results . T h e subst i -
tu t ion of fluorine a n d mercu ry for lead 
arsenate has n o t improved ma t t e r s . T h e 
sale of ' r e d u c i n g ' medicines—including 
the ext remely toxic ' d i n i t r o p h e n o l ' com-
p o u n d s — h a s become a d r u g sa lesman ' s 
racke t , wi th d i sas t rous effects u p o n t h e 
gullible t h r o u g h o u t t he coun t ry . T h e 
effects of r a d i u m compounds , whe the r 
used in i ndus t ry (watch dials, etc.) or 
p h a r m a c y ( m o u t h washes, face powders , 
b a t h mixtures , etc.) are equal ly serious. 
' T h a t t he vend ing of such dangerous or 
f r audu len t p repa ra t ions , wi th t h e mis in-
fo rma t ion accompany ing their adver t i s -
ing, ' s t a t ed D r . Leona rd B. Loeb , of t h e 
Univers i ty of Cal i fornia , ' shou ld be pe r -
m i t t e d in such an enl ightened c o u n t r y as 
t he Un i t ed S ta t e s of America is a lmos t 
unbel ievable . ' 
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• S C I E N C E L E N D S a H a n d ' is the t i t le 
of ano ther c h a p t e r in the M a t t h e w s a n d 
Shallcross m a n u a l of commercial h u m b u g -
gery. N o w a d a y s , comment our au tho r s 
sardonical ly, ins tead of fleeing the w r a t h 
to come on the say-so of theologians and 
revivalists , Amer icans are engaged in a 
fearsome a n d riever-ending struggle wi th 
m u n d a n e horrors , t o which—at the behes t 
of super - sa le smen—our ' sc ient is ts ' give lu-
gubr ious n a m e s : 'bromidosis , ' 'g ingivi t is , ' 
' pyo r rhea , ' 'psoriasis , ' ' a t h l e t e ' s f o o t , ' a n d 
s o o n . For all of these sinister ills (against 
which not even your best f r iends will 
warn you) science has exact ly the cure— 
at so much the dose. N o t only t h a t , bu t in 
every th ing f rom cigaret tes and face creams 
to sof t dr inks , b reakfas t foods, and ' u l t r a -
violet l amps , ' the ' c u r e ' is a t t ended by an 
astonishing increase in one 's capaci ty to 
go ou t a n d s in—not less b u t more. N a t -
ural ly , for, in order to ' s i n ' wi th any real 
efficiency, i t is impera t ive t o consume 
generous quan t i t i e s of this , t h a t , and the 
o the r : t h u s science, u n d e r orders f rom 
business, has changed t h e direction of t he 
' p r imrose p a t h , ' which now leads s t ra igh t 
to H e a v e n , according to a nicely g radu -
a ted scale of pr ices per mile. T r u e , i t is 
seldom the ac tua l consumer who reaches 
this des t ina t ion : in fact , t he whole t r ip 
m a y be s u m m e d u p in M a t t h e w Joseph-
son's descr ipt ion, ' T h e Consumer Con-
sumed. ' 

' S O L D I E R S H A V E rare ly won wars . 
T h e y more o f t en m o p u p a f te r epidemics 
. . . T h e epidemics get t h e blame for de-
fea t , t he genera ls t h e credi t for v ic tory . ' 
So declares D r . H a n s Zinsser, one of 
Amer ica ' s m o s t bri l l iant bacteriologists, 
in Rats, Lice and History (Little, Brown 
and C o m p a n y , $2.75), a fasc inat ing book, 
which begins wi th an er ra t ic and none-
too-successful examina t ion of t he l i te rary 
bacilli ( f rom T e n n y s o n to Ge r t rude Stein), 
and ends as a scholarly ' a u t o b i o g r a p h y 
of t y p h u s fever . ' T o the l ayman reading 
th is book it m u s t seem t h a t m a n is, as 
usual , considerably behind na tu r e in his 

d e s t r u c t i v e ingenui ty , pa r t i cu la r ly in re-
g a r d t o a s u b j e c t t h a t has acqui red of l a te 
a m a c a b r e popular i ty—bacter io log ica l 
wa r f a r e . D r . Zinsser, whose field experi-
ence of in fec t ious diseases was o b t a i n e d 
d u r i n g t h e G r e a t W a r , p a y s sardonic 
t r i b u t e t o t h e m u r d e r o u s efficiency of t h e 
v i rus , b a c t e r i u m , and bacillus in t h a t 
heroic s t ruggle t o m a k e t h e world safe for 
d e m o c r a c y a n d epidemics. A few of t h e 
ins t ances t h a t he gives (with a wea l th of 
scientif ic a n d historic detai l ) would be 
ap ropos a t th i s t ime, when sabres a re 
ominous ly r a t t l i ng in all t h e W a r Offices 
of t h e w o r l d : — 

I n Serb ia , wi th in a year a f t e r t h e 
dec la ra t ion of war (spring of 1915), t h e 
t y p h u s epidemic , a ided by Aus t r i an pr i son-
ers of w a r , wande r ing t roops , and inade-
q u a t e medica l a id , claimed 2,500 v ic t ims 
pe r d a y in t h e m i l i t a r y hospi ta ls alone. I n 
six m o n t h s m o r e than 150,000, inc luding 
over half t h e 60,000 Aus t r i an pr isoners , 
h a d d ied of t y p h u s . Russ ia , in t h e first 
y e a r of t h e war , registered only a b o u t 
100,000 cases of t y p h u s ; f r o m 1917 to 
1921, accord ing to the conserva t ive fig-
ures of T a r a s s e v i t c h , a t least 25,000,000 
cases of t y p h u s alone occurred, resu l t ing 
in u p w a r d s of 2,500,000 dea ths . 

O n l y t h e m o s t rigid control t h r o u g h t h e 
' s a n i t a r y c o r d o n ' p r e v e n t e d worse dis-
as te rs on t h e western f ron t . I n t h e 
C r i m e a n W a r , t h a t mas terp iece of hor ror , 
cholera , t y p h u s , dysen te ry , a n d ' l e s se r ' 
epidemics , 48,000 men were i ncapac i t a t ed 
by disease in four mon ths—12,000 per 
m o n t h . Of t h e F rench d e t a c h m e n t s , 
310,000 s t rong , 150,000 came down wi th 
disease. 

N a p o l e o n ' s i l l - fated Russ i an campa ign 
c o m m e n c e d wi th an a r m y of close t o half 
a mil l ion m e n . B y the t ime of t h e r e t r e a t 
f r o m Moscow, t y p h u s , dysen te ry , a n d 
o the r ep idemics h a d done the i r full sha re 
in r educ ing th i s force to someth ing like 
80,000 m e n . I n 1792 the F r e n c h R e v o l u -
t ion was e n d a n g e r e d by the a t t a c k of 
42,000 allied P r u s s i a n and Aus t r i an t r o o p s 
u n d e r F rede r i ck Wil l iam I I . ' D y s e n t e r y , 
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the R e d , decided in favor of Liberie, 
Egalite, Fraternite, a n d wi th only 30,000 
effectives remain ing , t he Pruss ians re-
t r ea t ed across t he Rh ine . ' T y p h u s and 
scurvy killed 18,000 soldiers in t he T h i r t y 
Years ' W a r ; epidemics des t royed 30,000 
a t t he siege of M e t z and some 200,000 of 
t he 300,000 t h a t set o u t on the Fi rs t 
Crusade . 

D R . Z I N S S E R , w h o is a ve ry widely 
read scientist , u n d o u b t e d l y knows his 
Wil l iam Blake. I n t he l a t t e r ' s ext raordi-
na ry f r a g m e n t , Island in the Moon (wri t ten 
abou t 17 87), occurs a gruesome poem, 
sung by t he Cynic to Suct ion, the Ep i -
curean. F r o m t h e following s tanzas t he 
r e a d e r — a n d D r . Z insse r—may judge how 
appropr i a t e t he whole poem would be for 
repr in t ing in a la ter edit ion of Rats, Lice 
and History:— 

When old corruption first begun 
Adorn'd in yellow vest, 

He committed on flesh a whoredom— 
O, what a wicked beast! 

From thence a callow babe did spring, 
And old corruption smil'd, 

To think his race should never end, 
For now he had a child. 

And as he ran to seek his mother 
He met with a dead woman, 

He fell in love and married her, 
A deed which is not common. 

She soon grew pregnant and brought forth 
Scurvy and spott 'd fever. 

The father grinn'd and skipt about, 
And said, ' I ' m made forever!' 

' For now I have procur'd these imps 
I '11 try experiments.' 

With that he tied poor scurvy down 
And stopt up all its vents. 
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He took up fever by the neck 
And cut out all its spots, 

And thro' the holes which he had made 
He first discovered guts. 

T H E L A N D P R O B L E M in Mexico has 
been receiving considerable a t t en t ion 
lately. Wri t ing f rom Mexico C i ty the 
special correspondent of t he Christian 
Science Monitor discusses mate r ia l pre-
sented in a sympos ium on ' T h e Agricul-
tu ra l Problem of Mexico, ' to which a 
number of Mexican technicians contr ib-
u ted . Quot ing f rom a careful s t u d y m a d e 
by D r . A. Lozcano, t he cor respondent , ac-
cording to t he notice in Science, s ta tes 
t h a t ' t h e 35,929,500 acres of arable land 
cannot be cul t iva ted unt i l t he popula t ion 
has reached a t least 30,000,000 inhabi t -
a n t s ' — t h a t is, a b o u t double i ts present 
populat ion. This is one of the a rgumen t s 
in favor of lowering the immigra t ion bars. 
T h e Mexican G o v e r n m e n t , t h rough the 
Na t iona l I r r iga t ion Commission, is con-
sidering a p lan for t he founding of ten 
new cities on as m a n y na t iona l irr igation 
systems th roughout the coun t ry , each 
projec t to cost abou t 500,000 pesos. These 
cities would be modeled a f t e r the agri-
cul tural city of Anahuac , which was built 
last year on I r r iga t ion Sys tem N o . 4 and 
which now has a popula t ion of abou t 
5,000. The work under way , if and when 
completed, would add 728,945 acres of 
land to Mexico 's cu l t iva ted a rea ; each 
new city would be p rov ided wi th all the 
technical equ ipmen t (water a n d power 
systems, posts and te legraphs, etc.) neces-
sary to carry on, as well as an adequa te 
ne twork of roads and h ighways . Those 
wishing to set t le on th is new l and will be 
given their choice of shor t - or long- term 
contracts , rang ing f rom 25 to 45 years . 

— H A R O L D W A R D 

T H E SCIENCES A N D SOCIETY 
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A S O T H E R S S E E U S 

T R I B U T E TO H O L M E S 

F l T T I N G L Y and p r o p e r l y e n o u g h , 
t h e Manchester Guardian, as t h e fore-
m o s t o r g a n o f l iberal i sm in t h e E n g l i s h -
s p e a k i n g w o r l d , pa id th is t r ibute in 
i t s ed i tor ia l c o l u m n s t o t h e g r e a t e s t 
A m e r i c a n s ince A b r a h a m Lincoln:—• 

L o r d Mor l ey once described t h e l a t e 
M r . Jus t i ce Ho lmes as ' t h e g rea tes t 
j u d g e of t h e Engl ish-speaking world, ' 
a n d it is h a r d to th ink of ano the r , let 
a lone a be t t e r , c la imant to the t i t le . 
H i s t h i r t y years of service on t h e Supreme 
C o u r t of t h e U n i t e d S ta tes h a v e molded 
t h e course of Amer ican h is tory . W h e n 
he jo ined t h e C o u r t in 1902, it was k n o w n 
as t h e avid a n d a d a m a n t defender of t h e 
r igh ts of p r o p e r t y against t h e people— 
a n an t i thes i s usual ly disguised as t h e 
r igh t s of t h e individual aga ins t t h e govern-
m e n t . I t was t h e rock on which one 
progress ive measu re a f t e r a n o t h e r was 
wrecked . Shel te r ing behind a s t r ic t a n d 
l i teral i n t e rp r e t a t i on of t h e wr i t t en Con-
s t i t u t ion , it ba r r ed f rom its ears or eyes 
a n y recogni t ion of changes in t h e social 
s t r u c t u r e in t h e hundred -odd yea rs since 
t h e Cons t i t u t i on came in to being. 

Jus t i ce H o l m e s b rough t in to t h e C o u r t 
t h e f resh a n d lively breeze of l iberal 
t h o u g h t . H e held t h a t t h e Cons t i tu t ion 
m u s t be r e a d in t h e l ight of t h e needs 
a n d c i rcumstances of the d a y ; he warned 
t h e C o u r t , in a f amous dissent ing j u d g -
m e n t , aga ins t imagining t h a t t h e Con-
s t i t u t i on was in tended t o ' e n a c t M r . 
H e r b e r t Spencer ' s "Social S t a t i c s . ' " A t 
first, he was repea ted ly in a mino r i t y of 
one. B u t his dissents were so soundly rea-
soned , so clearly a n d forcibly expressed 
t h a t t h e y m o v e d t h e c o u n t r y if t h e y 
fai led to m o v e t h e Cour t . T h e n — t h a n k s 
to P res iden t W i l s o n — ' H o l m e s dissent -
i n g ' became ' H o l m e s and Brande is dis-

sen t ing , ' a n d t h e n a minor i ty of four 
aga ins t five, a n d las t ly a b a r e m a j o r i t y 
for causes t h a t would h a v e been d e e m e d 
hopeless if t h e y h a d come before t h e C o u r t 
in t h e first d e c a d e of M r . H o l m e s ' s service. 
I t is p e r h a p s since his r e t i r e m e n t , t h r e e 
yea r s ago, t h a t his work h a s borne m o s t 
f ru i t . H i s inf luence was sub t le , p a t i e n t , 
u n i m p a s s i o n e d ; he began his life work a t 
t h e age of s ix ty , a n d a t no t ime did he 
t a k e a n y p a r t in pol i t ics . B u t one c a n n o t 
leave his n a m e o u t of a n y list of t h e g rea t 
d e m o c r a t s of th i s e r a . 

A R K A N S A S THROUGH B R I T I S H E Y E S 

N A O M I MITCHISON, B r i t i s h 
n o v e l i s t a n d s u p p o r t e r o f t h e L a b o r 
P a r t y , h a s b e e n v i s i t i n g A r k a n s a s to -
g e t h e r w i t h s e v e r a l o f h e r f e l l o w 
c o u n t r y w o m e n . S h e w r i t e s as f o l l o w s 
in the Daily Herald of London con-
c e r n i n g w h a t s h e s a w there:—• 

I t needed a Civil W a r in t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s of Amer i ca t o s t o p s lavery in t h e 
cot ton-f ie lds of t h e s o u t h . B u t s o m e t h i n g 
worse t h a n s l ave ry is h a p p e n i n g now t o 
mil l ions of m e n a n d w o m e n in these s a m e 
cot ton-f ie lds of t h e S o u t h e r n S ta t e s . 

I n t h e o ld d a y s t h e s lave was a t leas t 
decen t ly f ed ; he was looked a f t e r when he 
was sick, h e h a d a s o u n d roof over his 
head . H e was t r e a t e d as a fa i r ly va luab l e 
an ima l . 

I h a v e seen for myse l f w h a t h a p p e n s t o 
t h e successors of t h e s l aves—the m e n , 
b lack a n d whi te , w h o do t h e work t h a t t h e 
s laves u s e d t o d o — t h e sharecroppers , t h e 
so-called t e n a n t f a rmer s , who c u l t i v a t e 
the big p l a n t a t i o n s . 

T h e y a re be ing s t a r v e d t o d e a t h , a n d 
n o t so s lowly, e i the r . T h e i r m a i n food is 
c o r n b r e a d ( m a d e f r o m maize) , bone 
g r a v y , a n d t h e k i n d of molasses o rd ina r i ly 
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