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A L W A Y S k i n d l y d i s p o s e d t o w a r d p r o f e s s o r s , t h e C z e c h o s l o v a k 
R e p u b l i c n o w sees o n e a t t h e h e a d of i ts g o v e r n m e n t . I t is t r u e t h a t 
M r . H o d z a ' s c a p a c i t i e s as a j o u r n a l i s t , an o r g a n i z e r , a n d a po l i t i c i an 
s u r p a s s t h o s e of a p r o f e s s o r . T h i s t a s t e f o r a c t i o n a n d f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
w h i c h s e e m s t o b e t h e d o m i n a n t t r a i t of t h e C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e C o u n c i l , h a s b e e n d e v e l o p e d u n d e r a t r i p l e i n f l u e n c e : P r o t e s t a n t , 
S l o v a k , a n d H u n g a r i a n . S o n of a n E v a n g e l i c a l p a s t o r , y o u n g M i l a n 
b e l o n g e d t o t h e P r o t e s t a n t S l o v a k i a n b o u r g e o i s i e — a c lass w h i c h r e p r e -
s e n t e d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l e l e m e n t s of t h e c o u n t r y a n d e x e r t e d s o m e po l i t i ca l 
i n f l u e n c e . B e i n g a S l o v a k , h e l o v e d his s m a l l c o u n t r y p a s s i o n a t e l y , a n d 
as a g o o d S l o v a k , c o m b i n e d a n i n n a t e e l o q u e n c e w i t h a f i e ry s p i r i t 
w h i c h t h e p a s s i n g y e a r s h a v e n o t c o m p l e t e l y e x t i n g u i s h e d . I n a M a g y a r / 
s c h o o l h e l e a r n e d g o o d m a n n e r s , social r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s , . a n d g e n e r o s i t y . 

M r . H o d z a s h p w e d h is t a l e n t fo r o r g a n i z a t i o n a s e a r l y as 1897. H e 
w a s n o m o r e t h a n n i n e t e e n y e a r s old w h e n h e s u c c e e d e d in u n i t i n g t h e 
S l o v a k , R u m a n i a n a n d S e r b i a n s t u d e n t s of t h e U n i v e r s i t y of B u d a p e s t 
in a c lose a s s o c i a t i o n — a n e a r l y p r e l u d e t o t h e L i t t l e E n t e n t e . T h e o u t -
c o m e of t h i s v e n t u r e w a s n o t l ong in c o m i n g : h e w a s s o o n i n v i t e d t o 
p u r s u e h i s s t u d i e s e l s e w h e r e ; a n d a c c o r d i n g l y h e w e n t t o V i e n n a . U p o n 
g e t t i n g h i s d o c t o r a t e h e r e t u r n e d t o B u d a p e s t , w h e r e in 1900 h e f o u n d e d 
a m a g a z i n e ca l l ed Slovensky Dentk. Soon c o m p e l l e d t o s u s p e n d t h i s 
p u b l i c a t i o n , h e l a u n c h e d in 1903 t h e Slovensky Tydentk, a w e e k l y w h i c h 
r a p i d l y b e c a m e t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d po l i t i ca l s u s t e n a n c e of t h e S l o v a k 
m a s s e s . I n 1905 h e w a s . e l ec t ed t o t h e B u d a p e s t P a r l i a m e n t b y . t h e 
S l o v a k s of t h e B a k , a r e g i o n w h i c h t o d a y b e l o n g s t o Y u g o s l a v i a . 

T h e y o u n g d e p u t y f e l t t h a t h e possessed t h e s p i r i t of a l e a d e r , a n d h e ' 
d i d n o t t r y to h i d e h i s a m b i t i o n s . B u t h e w a s t o o p r o f o u n d l y S l o v a k a t 
h e a r t t o a s s o c i a t e h i m s e l f w i t h t h e p o w e r s of t h e d a y . T h e q u e s t i o n of 
d e s t r o y i n g A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y d i d n o t a r i se u n t i l m u c h l a t e r , w h e n t h e o ld 
e m p i r e h a d d u g i t s o w n g r a v e . F o r t h e t i m e b e i n g h i s p l a n s w e r e m u c h 
m o r e m o d e s t . I t w a s a q u e s t i o n a b o v e all of s e c u r i n g a u t o n o m y fo r t h e 
n o n - M a g y a r p o p u l a t i o n . T h e p l a n of a c t i o n w a s b a s e d o n t w o c a r d i n a l 
p o i n t s : t o s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n d u a l i s m , w h i c h l e f t 
t h e field f r e e f o r o p p r e s s i o n a n d t o o b t a i n t h e r i g h t of s u f f r a g e fo r t h e 
m i n o r i t i e s . 
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M r . H o d z a carried on this double s trugg le cease less ly , w i t h all t h e 
v igor of his t e m p e r a m e n t , but also w i t h all t h e m a s t e r y w h i c h his rapid ly 
growing exper ience ^was deve lop ing in h im. W a s he an e x t r e m i s t or 
a modera te? A radical or an opportunis t? M r . H o d z a w a s ne i ther one nor 
the o ther; or, t o be more exact , he was , and d o u b t l e s s sti l l is, b o t h . N e v e r , 
perhaps , h a d a c i t izen of the D u a l M o n a r c h y dared to s p e a k a b o u t the. 
E m p e r o r as he did. In 1905, some t i m e a f ter .h i s e lect ion , he w r o t e : ' T h e 
paternal heart of Y o u r M a j e s t y rejoices to s ee us s u p p l y i n g y o u fa i th -
fu l ly w i t h m o n e y and soldiers; i t s t ranqui l l i ty is n o t a t all d i s turbed b y 
our sufferings . . . . W e are sure t h a t Y o u r M a j e s t y ' s hear t is n o t h i n g 
but a base ca lcu la t ing machine , o n l y fit to d e t e r m i n e the order in w h i c h 
y o u can j u g g l e t h e nationalit ies ' . . . . 

W H E N t h e D u a l M o n a r c h y was o v e r t h r o w n a n d t h e C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n 
R e p u b l i c proc la imed , Mr. H o d z a , fo l lowing his pol i t ica l ins t inc t , con-
t inued to a l t ernate open a t tacks w i t h subt l e al l iances. T h e first repre-
s e n t a t i v e o f t h e Czechos lovakian R e p u b l i c in t h e B u d a p e s t g o v e r n m e n t , 
he s h o w e d b y his independent a t t i t u d e t h a t h e h a d his o w n p o l i c y a n d 
that it d id n o t b e h o o v e him to be treated as a m e r e funct ionary-—not 
e v e n as o n e o f t h e h ighes t degree. E l e c t e d a d e p u t y to t h e n e w Par l ia -
m e n t , he f o u n d e d the Agrarian P a r t y of S l o v a k i a , where he a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e organized the trade unions and agricultural c o o p e r a t i v e s . - A t t h e 

• end of t w o years , assured of his c o m p a r a t i v e i n d e p e n d e n c e , and n o t 
h a v i n g a n y reason to. fear that his persona l i ty w o u l d be o v e r s h a d o w e d b y 
the v a s t , p a r t y machine , he allied h imse l f w i t h the Czechos lovak ian: 
Agrarians . L a t e r h e was to lead a. bourgeois b loc in an a t t a c k u p o n t h e 
Soc ia l i s t s ,—an a t t a c k that he cont inued unt i l t h e reprisals of t h e L e f t in 
their turn c h e c k e d h i m and forced h i m for s o m e t i m e to a d o p t a h u m b l e r . 
a t t i tude . 

A s a m a t t e r of fact , a l though accused of d e m a g o g y and. of Agrar ian 
Socia l i sm, M r . H o d z a had of ten s e e m e d a r e a c t i o n a r y to the Czechos lo -
v a k i a n Social is ts . H e was one of the m o s t e f f ec t i ve o p p o n e n t s of t h e 
separat ion of Church and State . A g a i n s t t h o s e in favor of centra l i zat ion 
he asserted t h e necess i ty for decentra l izat ion , w h i c h the h i s tory of cen-
turies i m p o s e d . F ina l l y the fact tha t he w a s a part i san o f the L e a g u e o f 
N a t i o n s did n o t m a k e h im fight a n y less v i g o r o u s l y aga ins t pac i f i sm, 
w h i c h s e e m e d to h i m at once e m p t y and w e a k e n i n g , and l ike ly to m a k e 
the fu ture of his country a dark one. 

I f , to m a k e sure, one asks h im a b o u t his true pol i t ica l bel iefs , M r . 
H o d z a answers wi l l ing ly: ' I am a c o n s e r v a t i v e , b u t in the larger sense o f 
the word. T h a t is, I w a n t to create before I conserve . ' 

: W h a t d o e s he m e a n b y ' create '? P e r h a p s a v a s t centra l p a r t y w h e r e 
Agrarian p r e d o m i n a n c e will be expressed e v e n m o r e d e c i s i v e l y than i t is 
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t o d a y . P e r h a p s , a lso , a n e w form of d e m o c r a c y , w h i c h will deserve the 
n a m e of e c o n o m i c d e m o c r a c y . In spite of onesel f , o n e thinks of certain o f 
M r . Benes ' s dec lara t ions . . . T h e Social ists and Agrarians m i g h t h a v e 1 

been in v i o l e n t o p p o s i t i o n in the pas t ; t o d a y t h e y agree on more than o n e 
po in t . T h e i r reconc i l ia t ion is more than jus t a tact ica l m o v e or a s imple 
reflex of a luc id a n d generous patr iot i sm. 

A s M i n i s t e r of Agricul ture , Mr. H o d z a s u c c e e d e d in organizing a n d 
d irect ing a cereal m o n o p o l y by appeal ing to a federat ion of producers 
and consumers a n d b y d e m a n d i n g no more t h a n a s tr ic t ly l imited guaran-
tee from the S t a t e . T h e experience up to n o w has n o t been unfavorable . 
M r . H o d z a n o w d r e a m s of extending the organizat ion to the o ther 
branches o f agricul tural product ion. H e is exer t ing pressure on t h e 
industr ia l i s t s to i n d u c e t h e m to enter upon a s imi lar road. H e is trans-
forming t h e agricul tural chambers; he in tends t o reorganize the N a t i o n a l 
E c o n o m i c C o u n c i l ; h e is a t t e m p t i n g to s i m p l i f y and organize the ad-
m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e so as to achieve the g r e a t e s t c lar i ty and ef f ic iency 
poss ible . In t erms of such an evo lut ion one foresees a Republ i c w h i c h 
s o m e w o u l d call c o n s e r v a t i v e and bourgeois , o thers Social ist and perhaps 
also C o r p o r a t i v e , a l t h o u g h that word has n e v e r passed the lips of t h e 
Pres ident o f t h e Counc i l . . 

B u t C z e c h o s l o v a k i a has more than e c o n o m i c prob lems t o so lve . 
I t is a lso n e c e s s a r y t o in tegrate the S lovaks i n t o a nat iona l c o m m u n i t y , 
and M r . H o d z a is perhaps the on ly one w h o cou ld ach ieve this t a s k / I t is 
a lso neces sary to m a k e m o r e than three mil l ion G e r m a n s feel h a p p y a n d 
free in their C z e c h o s l o v a k an h o m e l a n d — a de l i ca te problem w h i c h in 
1926 t h e f u t u r e P r e s i d e n t of the Counci l h a d be l i eved in great m e a s u r e 
so lved , b u t w h i c h the changes in Hi t l er G e r m a n y h a v e s ince rev ived . In 
resuming th is in t errupted work, in performing the projec ted e c o n o m i c 
reorganizat ion; in he lp ing the real ization of t h e idea, w h i c h is so c lose to 
his heart; o f an as soc ia t ion be tween the agricultural and industrial S t a t e s 
of E u r o p e — i n d o i n g these things Mr. H o d z a can c o u n t upon the conf i -
d e n c e of t h e i m m e n s e m a j o r i t y of his c o u n t r y m e n . N a t u r a l l y there is n o 
lack of obs tac l e s . H e will h a v e to contend w i t h t h e res istance, the rou-
t ine , and t h e j e a l o u s i e s of his own par ty , w i t h t h e incomprehens ion a n d 
the suspic ion o f a g o o d number of the Socia l i s ts . H e will also h a v e t o 
res ist the t e m p t a t i o n to expand indef ini te ly the field of act ion of his own. 
p a r t y a t t h e e x p e n s e o f the o ther polit ical organiza t ions . B u t the g r a v e s t 
danger t h r e a t e n i n g h i m is perhaps the very g r e a t n e s s of the hopes p laced 
in h i m , — h o p e s w h i c h it is perhaps not in the p o w e r of a n y m a n to realize 
c o m p l e t e l y . 

O n e m u s t h o p e for the g o o d of Czechos lovak ia arid the success o f 
democra t i c ideas t h a t the part ies of the L e f t a n d of t h e R i g h t will h a v e in 
this diff icult hour as c lear a comprehens ion of their dut i e s as t h a t w h i c h 
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Messrs: H o d z a and Benes have . If it is so , m a k e n o m i s t a k e : this l e t t ered 
bourgeois , w h o k n o w s h o w to speak to t h e s i m p l e fo lk , w h o s e w a r m 
greet ings q u i c k l y correct the first impress ion o f a u s t e r i t y h e g ives , w h o 
speaks s lowly , w i t h his eyes half c losed, as t h o u g h he were pursu ing s o m e 
inner t h o u g h t beh ind his g lasses—this m a n is n o t o n l y the chief of an 
honorable P r o t e s t a n t family . N o r is he o n l y a p a r t y m e m b e r w h o m a 
pol i t ical m o v e m e n t has unexpec ted ly carried to the top. T o m o r r o w h e 
m a y v e r y wel l b e o n e of the n e w m e n of t h e n e w E u r o p e . 

A L B E R T S A R R A U T 

By ODETTE PANNETIER 

-Translated from Candide, Paris Conservative Weekly 

H E M A K E S o n e th ink of a B u d d h i s t m o n k in an educat iona l film, or 
a provincia l n o t a r y w h o has c o m e incogn i to to Par i s to per form a m a r -
r iage . 'He has t h e flat nose and the s l an t ing e y e s o f t h e one , and of t h e 
other , the p o m p o u s air, the so lemn bearing, a n d the p a s s i o n a t e a t t a c h -
m e n t to a bowler h a t and a cane w i t h a s i lver k n o b . 

H e speaks s l o w l y , we igh ing and r e w e i g h i n g his words , s a v o r i n g 
t h e m as he u t t e r s them.' H e has n o t y e t e x h a u s t e d t h e pr ide h e experi -
ences at f ee l ing h imse l f so discreet , so sens ib le , so - in te l l igent . 

H i s great p o w e r lies in h a v i n g a brother w h o m n o o n e e v e r sees . 
Y o u h a v e to h a v e a radical c o n v e n t i o n , rife w i t h t h r e a t s and h i d d e n 
traps, before y o u finally see h im appear, ta l l , s l ender , round-shou ldered , 
w i t h cheeks t h a t are too hol low, c h e e k b o n e s t h a t are t o o p ink , a m u s -
tache l ike a l ightning-rod. C l e m e n c e a u u s e d to s a y : — 

'Alber t Sarraut? Oh , ye s , that ' s the o n e w i t h t h e in te l l i gent brother . ' 
I t is true t h a t M a u r i c e Sarraut is in te l l igent . I n t e l l i g e n t l ike all t h o s e 

w h o adv i se m u c h . a n d never act . Albert Sarraut is n o t part icu lar ly s t u p i d 
either. A n d h e is b r a v e enough, ' too . H e h a s p r o v e d this b y fighting s e v -
eral duels . T h a t w a s a long t ime ago. H e h a s d o u b t l e s s b e c o m e m o r e dis -
creet s ince then . B u t in the trade o f t h e m u s k e t e e r o n e does n o t w a i t 
unt i l s i x t y t o retire. 

B y a s t range p h e n o m e n o n this m a n , so b r a v e in l i fe , is in po l i t i c s 
submis s ive a n d vac i l la t ing . H i s brother , w h o g u e s s e s all his s e n t i m e n t s 
w i t h an a l m o s t f emin ine intui t ion, has b e c o m e for th is w e a k l i n g in search 
of support , a sor t o f tender, inte l lectual N a n n y . W h a t e v e r M a u r i c e ad-
v ises h i m to d o , A l b e r t does. O n e has the p o w e r a n d t h e o ther exercises it . 

T h e t w o o f t h e m are great feudal lords , R a d i c a l a n d anti -c lerical , 
w h o s e d o m a i n comprises the entire c o u n t r y s i d e o f Carcassonne and 
Tou louse . T h e y rule their lands a m i a b l y b u t firmly. 
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