
The well-known authority on political 
economy, Mr. Harold Laski, discusses 
the men and the issues which are 
likely to dominate Spanish politics in 
the next four years, while a correspond-

. ent of the Journal de Geneve describes 
the current situation in the Argentine. 
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I . F O U R Y E A R S TO R E B U I L D S P A I N 

By H A R O L D L A S K I 

From the Daily Herald, London Labor Daily 

W H E R E V E R m e n sti l l ca re for 
p rogres s ive social e x p e r i m e n t , or t h e 
ideal of i n t e l l e c t u a l t o l e r a t i on , for t h e 
k i n d of S t a t e in w h i c h t h e power of 
w e a l t h is t o be s u b o r d i n a t e d to t h e 
i n t e r e s t of t h e c o m m o n m a n , t h e vic-
t o r y of t h e L e f t in t h e S p a n i s h elec-
t ions wi l l . be w e l c o m e . 

I t is n o t , d i r e c t l y , a v i c t o r y for So-
cia l ism. I t is t h e v i c t o r y — i m m e d i -
a t e l y m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t — o f a u n i o n of 
all L e f t forces , f r o m t h e Soc ia l -Rad i -
cal ism of A z a n a t h r o u g h t h e Social ism 

of F e r n a n d o d e los R ios , t o t h e M a r x -
ian v iews of C a b a l l e r o , a g a i n s t t h e 
clerical F a s c i s m of Gi l Rob le s , t h e 
g rea t l a n d o w n e r s , t h e i n d u s t r i a l mil-
l ionaires , a n d t h e C h u r c h . 

I t m e a n s — i f t h e r e is n o coup d'etat 
f r o m t h e R i g h t , a n d if t h e L e f t are 
wise e n o u g h to m a i n t a i n t he i r p resen t 
u n i t y — f o u r y e a r s in w h i c h t o consoli-
d a t e t h e idea ls fo r w h i c h t h e Revo lu -
t ion of 1931 w a s m a d e . 

T h e L e f t was f a r f r o m ce r t a in of a 
v i c t o r y a t all . I t h a s w o n , p r i m a r i l y , 
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for t w o reasons . F i r s t , t he w o r k i n g 
- classes h a v e r e s e n t e d p r o f o u n d l y t h e 

b l o o d y r ep re s s ion ' of t h e A s t u r i a s re -
• bel l ion of 1934; t h e L e f t v i c to ry m e a n s 

t h e p a r d o n of s o m e t h i r t y t h o u s a n d 
pol i t ica l p r i soners . 

Second , n e a r l y t h r e e years of T o r y 
government have convinced the m a s s e s 
t h a t Gi l R o b l e s a n d his allies a re 
m e r e l y t h e m o n a r c h y wr i t la rger and" 
m o r e b r u t a l . T h e r e is no hope for t h e m 
in a c o n t i n u a n c e of t h a t rule . T h e 
masse s a n d t h e in te l lec tua ls h a v e 
j o i n e d h a n d s in t h e service of a 
p rogress ive r eg ime . T h e next t a sk is t o 
conso l ida t e its' f o u n d a t i o n s . * 

D o n o t le t u s u n d e r e s t i m a t e the i r 
dif f icul t ies . T h e y will need to m a s t e r 

. t h e b a n k s . T h e y will need d ra s t i ca l ly 
t o r e f o r m t h e h ighe r r a n k s of- t h e a r m y 
a n d t o a s s u r e i t s l oya l ty . T h e y will 

/ n e e d t o b r e a k u p t h e la rge e s t a t e s in 
t h e i n t e r e s t of t h e poor peasan t s . 

N o t less t h a n a n y of these t h ings , 
t h e y will n e e d w i d e s p r e a d e d u c a t i o n a l 
r e f o r m . T e n yea r s of p r o f o u n d p ro -
gress ive legis la t ion a re essent ia l if 

, •,' L i b e r a l S p a i n is t o b e given i ts l e t t e r s 
of c r ed i t . 

T h e r e a r e long y e a r s of l eeway to be 
m a d e u p . T h e r e a re old and s t u b b o r n 
p r e j u d i c e s t o be ove rcome . T h e r e a re 
w ide d i f f e rences w i t h i n t h e L e f t t o be 
b r i d g e d so t h a t an u n b r e a k a b l e . un i ty 

' of p u r p o s e c o n f r o n t s i t s enemies . 
, T h e R i g h t is r i ch . I t is well-disci-

p l ined . I t does n o t sh r ink f r o m e i the r 
i l legal i ty or; r ep ress ion . I t will t a k e a d -
v a n t a g e of e v e r y w e a k n e s s in i ts op -
p o n e n t s ' a r m o r . I h o p e the L e f t will 
r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e consol ida t ion of 
t he i r v i c t o r y does n o t concern Spa in 
a lone . T h e e lec t ions were a t r i u m p h 
fo r t h e a n t i - F a s c i s t forces of E u r o p e . 

. T o g u a r a n t e e t h a t i t e n d u r e s is t o g ive 
n e w h o p e to c iv i l iza t ion in t h e d a r k -

es t h o u r i t h a s k n o w n for m a n y y e a r s . 
T h e L e f t h a s t h e m e n to d o i t . 

Senor A z a n a , t he i r l e ade r , is t h e o u t -
s t a n d i n g f igure of t h e n e w S p a i n . W e 
shou ld cal l h i m a L e f t - w i n g L i b e r a l in 
E n g l a n d . H i s g r e a t asse t is c h a r a c t e r . 
H e h a s c o u r a g e , e n e r g y , d e t e r m i n a -
t ion . H e rel ies n o t u p o n ingen ious 
m a n e u v e r b u t on d r i v i n g , a s t r a i g h t 
p a t h to his goa l . I n his p r e v i o u s t e n u r e 
of office h e s h o w e d a n a w a r e n e s s of 
t h e c e n t r a l issues t h a t w a s i m p r e s s i v e ; 
h e d o m i n a t e d S p a i n in t h o s e y e a r s . 

Seno r C a b a l l e r o is t h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
t r a d e u n i o n l eade r . I n t h e las t t en 
y e a r s h e h a s m o v e d r a p i d l y to- t h e 
L e f t . I n p e r s o n a l i t y t h e r e is s o m e -
t h i n g a k i n to E r n e s t B e v i n a b o u t h i m . 
H e is aggress ive , d o m i n a t i n g , in-
s i s t en t . H e n e v e r s t o p s f i gh t ing . T h e r e 
is, too , a c e r t a i n r e l en t l e s sness a b o u t 
h i m w h i c h h a s been s h a r p e n e d b y t h e 
g r im expe r i ence of t he se l a s t y e a r s . 
H i s t r e a t m e n t b y t h e R o b l e s r e g i m e 
h a s g i v e n h i m a spec ia l h o l d u p o n 
t r a d e u n i o n o p i n i o n . N o w his t a s k is t o 
bu i ld i t s e m o t i o n s i n t o a c o h e r e n t 
ideo logy . • . 

I n t e l l e c t u a l l y , D o n F e r n a n d o d e 
los R i o s t o w e r s a b o v e his co l leagues . 
I t is n o t y e t c e r t a i n t h a t h e h a s been 
ree lec ted t o t h e C o r t e s , as ,his o p -
p o n e n t s m a d e a d e a d - s e t a g a i n s t h i m 
in G r a n a d a . T h i s g e n t l e p ro fe s so r is 
o n e of t h e n o b l e s t i n t e l l e c tua l s in 
E u r o p e . T h e r e is s o m e t h i n g of t h e 
m o r a l b e a u t y of G i l b e r t M u r r a y in 
h i m , b u t w i t h a d e e p e r f i g h t i n g q u a l -
i t y . H e w a s a g r e a t M i n i s t e r of E d u c a -
t ion in t h e l a s t A z a n a G o v e r n m e n t , 
a n d as F o r e i g n S e c r e t a r y he g a v e n e w 
life t o t h e pos i t i on of S p a i n in t h e 
L e a g u e . A L e f t Socia l i s t , h e is h a t e d 
espec ia l ly b y t h e R i g h t , w h i c h c a n n o t 
fo rg ive h i m , g r a n t e d h i s d i s t i ngu i shed 
f o r b e a r s , fo r h a v i n g t h r o w n in .his lo t 
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w i t h t h e w o r k i n g c lass ; a n d t h e cleri-
cals h a t e h i m b e c a u s e he h a s a l w a y s 
fough t , t h e i r p o w e r o v e r t h e e d u c a t i o n 
of Spa in . v 

I t h i n k h e will h a v e as m u c h in-
fluence a s a n y o n e in keep ing t h e forces 
of t h e L e f t t o g e t h e r ; for n o n e k n o w s 
b e t t e r t h a n h e t h a t t h e b r e a k d o w n of 
t h e p r e s e n t u n i o n m e a n s s o m e t h i n g 
l ike F a s c i s m o n t h e H i t l e r mode l . D o n 
F e r n a n d o is o n e of t h e l i t t le g r o u p of 
S p a n i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l s w h o h a v e k e p t 
al ive t h e r e t h e n o b l e s t t r a d i t i o n s of 
E u r o p e a n f r e e t h o u g h t . 

P r i e t o , n o d o u b t , will r e t u r n a t once 
f r o m h is ex i l e ' in P a r i s ; a n d S e n o r ' 
C o m p a n y s will go f r o m b e h i n d t h e 
p r i son wa l l s t o p res ide ove r t h e 
a u t o n o m o u s g o v e r n m e n t of C a t a l o n i a . 
, B o t h of t h e m a r e m e n of s t e r l ing 
q u a l i t y w h o h a v e l e a rned m u c h in 
these l a s t y e a r s of w h a t i t m e a n s in a 
brief p e r i o d t o t r a n s f o r m a S t a t e 
wh ich , m o r a l l y a n d in te l l ec tua l ly , sti l l 
l a rge ly l i ved in t h e m e n t a l c l ima t e of 
t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y in to a t w e n -
t i e th c e n t u r y soc ie ty ; 

I I 

I t is, I t h i n k , un l ike ly t h a t a n y of 
t h e l e a d e r s n o w will u n d e r - r a t e t h e 
difficulties^ of t h e i r t a s k . T h e i r k n o w l -
edge of t h e r e a c t i o n will h a v e t a u g h t 
t h e m t h a t , h a r d as is the a s c e n t t o 
power , i t s m a i n t e n a n c e is a still m o r e 
di f f icul t bus ine s s . 

T h e y h a v e t o c o n t r o l fol lowers of 
f iercely v a r y i n g s h a d e s of o p i n i o n — 
B a k u n i n a n a r c h i s t s in Ba rce lona a n d 
S a r a g o s s a , a r d e n t Synd ica l i s t s in "the 
A s t u r i a s , p a s s i o n a t e devo t ee s of M o s -
cow in m a n y of t h e b ig cities, p e a s a n t s 
w i t h t h e m e n t a l i t y of those F r e n c h 
a g r a r i a n s w h o b r o k e t h e y o k e of 
f e u d a l i s m in 1789. 

' [161] 

All t h e d r ive a n d e n e r g y of A z a n a 
a n d Caba l l e ro , all t h e de l i ca t e t a c t of 
D o n F e r n a n d o will be n e e d e d to m o v e 
all t hese forces ort a u n i t e d f r o n t . 

T h e c h a n c e is rea l . F o r t h e v i c t o r y 
h a s m e a n t t h a t t h e c o m m o n m a n , in 
t h e f ace of u n p r e c e d e n t e d e f fo r t f r o m 
t h e R i g h t , h a s d e t e r m i n e d t h a t t h e 
L e f t be g iven t h e c h a n c e to bu i ld u p o n 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n s of t h a t c r e a t i v e p a s -
sion w h i c h m a d e t h e R e v o l u t i o n f ive 
y e a r s ago. 

I t is- an i m m e n s e r e spons ib i l i t y for 
t h e s imple r eason t h a t i t is t h e l a s t 
c h a n c e of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m in S p a i n . 
I t h a s t o b e p u r s u e d w i t h o u t r evenge , 
fo r t h a t wou ld d r i v e t h e R i g h t t o des-
p e r a t i o n . B u t i t h a s also to b e p u r s u e d 
w i t h o u t weaknes s , s ince t h e r e a re 
forces in Spa in , especia l ly in t h e al-
l iance be tween big bus iness a n d t h e 
C h u r c h , r e a d y to seize u p o n t h e f i r s t 
s igns t h a t t h e g r i p of t h e n e w reg ime 
fa l t e r s . 

T h e R i g h t is l ikely t o be a p o w e r f u l 
oppos i t ion in t h e C o r t e s , t h a t c a n be 
r e s t r a i n e d on ly as t h e u n i t e d L e f t 
m a i n t a i n s i ts i n t e g r i t y u n i m p a i r e d . I f 
t he r e is once a s ch i sm w i t h i n i t s 
b o u n d a r i e s , t h e p r o s p e c t s of r eac t ion 
will b e c o m e b r i g h t o n c e m o r e . 

E v e r y Socialist,- I t h i n k , shou ld 
t h e r e f o r e seek for S p a i n t h e sense t h a t 
t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s a r e a b o v e all a 
b r e a t h i n g space w i t h i n w h i c h to 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e p rog re s s ive forces , t o 
t r a n s l a t e the i r p u r p o s e s i n t o t h e m i n d s 
a n d h e a r t s of t h e peop le u n s h a k a b l y . 

Spa in , in t h e long r u n , n e e d s Social-
ism as E u r o p e needs Socia l i sm. B u t in 
t h e n e x t i m m e d i a t e y e a r s t h e essen t ia l 
t a sk is for Span i sh Socia l is ts to m a k e 
the i r p r inc ip les e m e r g e as t h e logical 
nex t s t a g e on a r o a d t r a v e l d o w n ' 
wh ich m u s t be m o r e d e v i o u s a n d in-
d i rec t t h a n t h e y can eas i ly l ike. 

S P A N I A R D S O N T W O C O N T I N E N T S 
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T h e y m u s t r e m e m b e r , as t h e y col-
l a b o r a t e , fo r how m u c h t h e y s t a n d 
t r u s t ee s . I t is n o t o f t e n in h i s t o r y t h a t 
t h e m a k e r s of a n e w wor ld a r e g iven 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t y p e a c e f u l l y t o bu i ld 
i ts f o u n d a t i o n s . L e t t h e m m a k e t h e s e 
secure b e f o r e t h e y s e t t l e t h e des ign of 
t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . 

I I . T H E A R G E N T I N E R E C O V E R S 

By C . HILLEKAMPS 

Translated from the Journal de Genfoe, Geneva Liberal Daily 

N£ N E W C O M E R S f r o m E u r o p e w h o 
w o u l d l ike t o ge t an idea of t h e pol i t i -
cal s i t u a t i o n in t h e A r g e n t i n e b y 
r e a d i n g t h e p a p e r s m i g h t f ind t h e m -
selves be l ieving t h a t t h e c o u n t r y is 
on t h e eve of a- r evo lu t i on . Po l i t i ca l 
s c a n d a l s a re t h e o rde r of t h e d a y ; t h e 
t r a n q u i l l i t y w h i c h G e n e r a l J u s t o ' s sei-
z u r e of power , two y e a r s ago, s e e m e d 
t o h a v e ach ieved a p p e a r s n o w t o b e 
e n d a n g e r e d ; t h e oppos i t i on , h a r d l y 
a l ive on ly a s h o r t t i m e ago, is begin-
n i n g t o l i f t i ts h e a d ; e v e r y w h e r e o n e 
h e a r s c r i t ic i sms a n d c o m p l a i n t s . M r . 
d e la T o r r e , one of t h e m o s t r e d o u b t -
ab le d e m o c r a t s of t h e oppos i t ion , h a s 
j u s t b r o u g h t in to t h e open t h e ' m e a t 
s c a n d a l , ' in wh ich t h e G o v e r n m e n t is 
i m p l i c a t e d since t h e r e f r i ge r a t i ng in-
d u s t r y h a s n o t p a i d i t s t axes in ful l . T h e 
d iscuss ions in P a r l i a m e n t on th i s s u b -
j e c t h a v e e x a s p e r a t e d pass ions a n d 
even b r o u g h t g u n s i n t o p lay . T h e p r o -
v inc ia l e lect ions of B u e n o s Aires a n d 
C o r d o b a h a v e been a c c o m p a n i e d b y 
v io lence a n d b loodshed . 

Since t h e d e a t h of t h e ex -p res iden t , 
I r i g o y e n , t h e oppos i t ion h a s been led 
b y D r . A l d e a r , w h o h a d p r e v i o u s l y 
d e s e r t e d i ts r a n k s . I t is r e in fo rced b y 
t h e R a d i c a l s a n d t h e Social is ts , b o t h 
of t h e m especia l ly p o w e r f u l a t B u e n o s 
Aires . I t s m a i n accusa t ion a g a i n s t 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t is t h a t i t falsif ied t h e 
e lec t ions . A t C o r d o b a , w h e r e t w e n t y -

e ight r a d i c a l s w e n t a r m e d to s u p e r v i s e 
t h e ba l lo t , t h e r e w a s a v io len t c lash 
w i t h t h e pol ice in w h i c h one r a d i c a l 
a n d seven p o l i c e m e n w e r e ki l led. B o t h 
pa r t i e s c l a i m e d t o h a v e been a t t a c k e d . 

T h e po l i t i ca l t h e r m o m e t e r s eems t o 
i nd ica t e f eve r . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e v o l u t i o n h a s n o t 
y e t come , a l t h o u g h t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
h a s p e r h a p s b e c o m e a m i n o r i t y one . 
B u t t h e dec i s ive f a c t o r in t h e A r g e n -
t ine , as in t h e r e s t of S o u t h A m e r i c a , 
r e m a i n s t h e a r m y . N o w t h e A r g e n t i n e 
a r m y is p o w e r f u l a n d loyal . I t s l e ade r s 
believe t h a t t h e R a d i c a l s , w i t h t he i r 
dep lo r ab l e e c o n o m i c theories^ m u s t b e 
he ld b a c k fo r a t l e a s t f ive m o r e yea r s . , 
A f t e r all , t h e a r m y d i d n o t ev ic t I r i -
goyen ' s R a d i c a l s t o re ins ta l l t h o s e of 
Aldear . I t is a f r a i d t h a t t h e R a d i c a l s 
will b r i n g b a c k t h e f inanc ia l crisis of 
1929-30. ( I t is a n o p e n secre t t h a t 
m a n y R a d i c a l s of n o t e were pol i t ica l ly 
r u i n e d a t t h a t t ime . ) 

B u t w h a t is t h e r e a s o n for th i s g r o w -
ing o p p o s i t i o n in t h e c o u n t r y ? T h e 
accusa t i ons d i r e c t e d a t t h e J u s t o 
g o v e r n m e n t a r e n o t e a sy to u n d e r -
s t a n d . I t c a n n o t b e den i ed t h a t t h e 
J u s t o r e g i m e , w h i c h succeeded legal ly 
G e n e r a l U r i b u r u ' s r e v o l u t i o n , h a s 
saved t h e c o u n t r y f r o m a financial 
c a t a s t r o p h e . T h e A r g e n t i n e owes i t s 
s a f e t y a b o v e all t o t h e energe t i c m e a s -
ures t a k e n b y t h e M i n i s t e r of F i n a n c e , 
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