Canada’s Part in the War

BY HER EMPHATIC VOTE IN FAVOR OF CONSCRIPTION THE DOMINION HAS PROVED
HER DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN HER SPLENDID RECORD IN
THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY AND CIVILIZATION

By Frank Maitland

States entered the great war Con-

gress had established the selective
draft, the system of compulsory service
which is now producing such excellent re-
sults. Canada, on the other hand, had
fought hard for nearly three years before
conscription became a live question within
her borders. Why this marked difference
in policy?

Sometimes it is difficult to realize what
changes have been wrought in our ideas
and view-points during the present struggle.
Cur memories are short; it is not easy to
think back for nearly four years and recall
the old opinions which were so tenaciously
held at the beginning of the war.

In 1914 there were no advocates of com-
pulsion in Canada. Every one took the
voluntary system for granted. Conscription
was believed to be the disgrace of a war-
mad continental Europe. Great Britain,
‘ compassed by the inviolate sea,” had
never adopted it, although urged to do so
by Lord Roberts and others who foresaw
the German menace. In Canada, or any-
where in the free air of this fortunate and
liberty-loving American continent, it was
simply unthinkable.

We would have none of the machinery of
militarism in times of peace, and we had
given no thought to what should be done in
case of the emergency of war. Therefore,
when war did come, we simply followed our
instincts.

Canadian confidence that the voluntary
system would produce a large army was
justified by the event. The war had lasted
thirty-four months when the prime minis-
ter announced his conscription bill. In that
time some four hundred and twenty thou-
sand volunteers had joined the Canadian

I ESS than seven weeks after the United

army, and at least thirty thousand reserv-
ists had gone from Canada to join the
armies of the Allies in Europe. Remember-
ing that the total population of Canada at
the outbreak of war was about seven and
one-half millions, it will be conceded that
this is a creditable showing. Tt is equiva-
lent, in proportion to population, to a vol-
untary enlistment of six million men in the
United States.

Had the war been the short, sharp, de-
cisive struggle which most of us expected,
there would have been no serious thought of
compulsion in Canada. Had it lasted only
the three years of Lord Kitchener’s reported
prediction—a forecast derided by many
who could not believe that modern war
could be maintained so long—voluntary en-
listment would have supplied all the men
required for Canada’s armies. But when it
became evident that the conflict must go
into its fourth year, with no certainty that
there might not be a fifth and a sixth, it
was plain that the voluntary system in
Canada had failed — albeit gloriously — to
meet the great emergency.

WEAKNESS OF THE VOLUNTARY SYSTEM

Long before then, however, there had
been a formidable agitation for compulsion.
‘The utter wastefulness, inefficiency, and un-
fairness of the voluntary system could not
be disputed. Time, energy, and money
were lost in urging men to do their duty
time, energy, and money which could have
been usefully emploved for other purposes.
Thousands of young single men, with no
dependents, turned deaf ears to the call,
while thousands of married men offered
themselves for the trenches, leaving their
families to bhe supported by the government
and the Patriotic Fund.

546



CANADA’S PART IN

Agriculture, transportation, and other in-
dustries, whose productivity and efficiency
were vital to the life of the country, were
crippled by the undue enlistment of men
who could have rendered more valuable
service had they remained at home at their
accustomed jobs. Thousands of men em-
ployed in non-essential work remained at
home. On the other hand, many young
men were unjustly denounced as slackers
by a public opinion which did not know
the reasons that held them back; and they
could not effectively answer this slanderous
charge, so utterly galling to any man of
spirit. Some provinces and communities
were bled almost white by heavy enlist-
ment, while one province and many com-
munities in various parts of the country
were scarcely affected at ali, their men
preferring the comforts of home and the
high wages of munitions factories to the dis-
comforts of the trenches and a pittance of
one dollar and ten cents per day.

Nevertheless, wasteful and unfair as the
system was, it was almost impossible to
make the change to compulsion while the
tide of volunteers was flowing to the recruit-
ing-offices so fast as almost to swamp the
military authorities.

On New Year’s Day, 1916, the total en-
listment for the Canadian army stood at a
little less than two hundred thousand men.
On that day, Sir Robert Borden, the prime
minister, announced that the Dominion
must aim at an enlistment of half a million,
should the war last long enough to make
that large contribution necessary. Con-
scription enthusiasts jumped to the conclu-
sion that the government must intend to
introduce compulsion. It was argued that
in no other way could this large number of
men be secured within any reasonable
length of time, if at all. But when Parlia-
ment assembled, a few days later, Sir
Robert Borden repeated his previous state-
ment that no measure of conscription was
contemplated; and Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the
veteran leader of the opposition, emphat-
ically denounced conscription as impossible
in Canada.

“ Conscription has come in England, but
conscription is not to come in Canada,” he
said.

The conscription enthusiasts were sadly
disappointed, but it must be admitted that
there were sound reasons why the leading
men in Canadian public life should hesitate
to indorse the policy that was advocated
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so urgently by men who had not their
power ot their responsibility.

CANADA’S GREAT RACIAL PROBLEM

Canada is at all times a difficult country
to govern; there is none more difficult on
carth, perhaps, save Ireland. Almost one-
third of the population is French-Canadian,
isolated from the rest of the Dominion by
the difference in language, laws, and cus-
toms. The Province of Quebec is almost
entirely Irench, apart from a small propor-
tion of English-speaking citizens in Mon-
treal and in the eastern townships. There
i1s also some French population in several
of the other provinces; but everywhere the
language barrier tends to keep the French-
Canadians a race apart. The unifying in-
fluence of the national newspaper or maga-
zine cannot be exerted in Canada, as the
French do not understand English, nor do
the English understand French.

There is also the religious division, for
the church of the French-Canadian is the
church of only a minority in the other
provinces. Were it not for the ecclesiastical
barrier, it is more than probable that this,
the chief of Canada’s problems, would long
ago have been solved by intermarriage of
the two races, to the great advantage of
each. But the churches frown on mixed
marriages, and they are of infrequent
occurrence.

It can readily be understood that this
isclation leads inevitably to misunderstand-
ing; that the two races are apt to have
different views on questions of national im-
portance. As a rule, their relations have
been amicable, but there has always been
a danger to national unity. There are ex-
tremists and unreasonable elements in both
races, and their prejudices are easily played
upon at election times by demagogues with
selfish ends to serve.

No fair-minded man who really under-
stands the French-Canadians would think
for a moment of accusing them, as a race,
of disloyalty either to Canada or to the
empire; but, mainly because of their isola-
tion from the sentiment and thoughts of
the other provinces, they have remained
colonial in their view-point. They are con-
tent with things as they have been. They
do not covet national independence for
Canada; on the other hand, they have no
sympathy with the idea of empire, or of
Canada’s high place in a community of free
British commonwealths. They are content
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with the old colonial status which most
Canadians consider that their country has
long since outgrown.

They recognize no imperial responsibili-
ties. While they sympathize with the cause
of the Allies, they refuse to admit that this
is really Canada’s war, or that the Domin-
ion has any duty to perform in it. In short,
their attitude is practically that of the bene-
volent neutral.

There is also in Quebec a party known
as the Nationalists, led by two very able
and brilliant men, orators of no mean
ability, and equally effective in both lan-
guages—Henri Bourassa and Armand La-
vergne. This is the extremist party, which
vigorously opposes every movement for
closer imperial cooperation or union.

THE ATTITUDE OF SIR WILFRID LAURIER

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who was for so many
years prime minister of Canada, has al-
ways been an autonomist rather than an
imperialist, and he has been severely criti-
cised by Canadian imperialists because of
his cautious attitude toward imperial move-
ments. On the other hand, he has long
been denounced as the slave and puppet of
Downing Street by the firebrand orators
of Nationalism; and his influence in his
native province, long the principal source
of his political strength, had suffered from
these attacks before the war.

When war came, the Nationalist element
in Quebec openly discouraged recruiting,
and was, of course, prepared to offer deter-
mined opposition to any conscription pro-
posal. It is true that the majority of the
habitants in Quebec had been accustomed
to pay little attention to the inflammatory
utterances of Nationalist orators; but it is
also true, unfortunately, that from the be-
ginning Quebec has been apathetic toward
the war, and scarcely even lukewarm about
recruiting. Of the four hundred and twenty
thousand men enlisted in the Canadian
army up to the date of the prime minister’s
announcement of conscription, less than
fifteen thousand were French-Canadians,
although that race constitutes almost one-
third of the total population.

It should be remembered that the re-
mainder of the population of Canada is not
wholly English-speaking, nor unitedly im-
perial in its sentiment. Since the beginning
of the twentieth century the Dominion has
received a heavy immigration. The new
citizens who came from the British Isles
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were indeed the first to enlist for the war.
The thousands of Americans supplied very
many recruits, although it was scarcely to
be expected that new citizens from the
United States would have the same imperial
enthusiasm as the British or the native
born. But there were also some hundreds
of thousands of immigrants from central
and southeastern Europe—from the enemy
countries.

It can readily be seen, therefore, that
responsible statesmen in both political
parties would hesitate for a long time
before deciding to advocate compulsion.
English-speaking Canada was by no means
a unit in favor of conscription. The old
British - Canadian prejudice in favor of
voluntary enlistment did not die an easy
death. Many people long held to it tena-
ciously, despite the stern logic of present-
day happenings. French Canada was
known to be united in its opposition to any
compulsion program, and it was certain that
there would be formidable opposition from
the non-English-speaking elements in the
other provinces.

There was also another difficulty in the
way—one of much practical importance.
So long as the United States remained
neutral it was almost impossible to prevent
the escape across the international border
of men liable to conscription. Four thou-
sand miles of open frontier presented easy
opportunities of evasion for the determined
slacker.

Compulsion might have to come eventu-
ally, but, so long as voluntary enlistment
continued to supply the necessary recruits,
the government was certain to hesitate be-
fore making any change. There were many
strong and indeed irrefutable arguments
in favor of conscription; but to obtain it
Canada might have to pay an exceedingly
heavy price in racial strife and disunion.
Was conscription worth that price? At that
time responsible public men thought that it
was not, and when enlistment showed some
signs of falling off the efforts to secure
volunteers were redoubled.

THE DISAPPOINTMENTS OF IQI7

There had been high hopes that victory
and peace would come in the summer of
last year. Great things had been expected
of the combined offensive on all fronts
which had been planned for the 1917 cam-
paign. Before it was known that these
fond hopes were not to be realized, Sir
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Robert Borden and two of his colleagues
had gone to London at the invitation of
David Lloyd George. For weeks they took
part in the deliberations of the Imperial
War Cabinet, and had access to all the in-
formation at the disposal of the British
government.
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price, saddening thousands of Canadian
homes and emphasizing the urgent need of
turther reenforcements from the Dominion.
The United States entered the war and
immediately adopted conscription.

The prime minister and his colleagues
returned to Canada with the realization of

SIR ROBERT BORDEN, PREMIER AND HEAD OF THE PRESENT UNION
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

While Sir Robert and his colleagues were
in London, the unrestricted submarine cam-
paign developed in all its ruthlessness and
destructiveness. The government of the
Czar disappeared overnight, and the conse-
quent anarchy and confusion made the col-
lapse of Russian military power inevitable.
The Canadian army won imperishable re-
nown at Vimy Ridge, but paid a terrific

10

the bitter truth that victory was still in the
distant future, and that sacrifices greater
than any hitherto contemplated must be
made by all the Allies. If voluntary en-
listment could no longer secure the recruits
required, there must be conscription in
Canada.

Sir Robert found on his return that en-
listment was almost at a standstill. The
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MAJOR-GENERAL S. C. MEWBURN, THE CANADIAN MINISTER OF MILITIA
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casualties since the beginning of the year
had been several times the number of en-
listments for the combatant services in the
Canadian army. Those provinces and com-
munities which had given most generously
of their man-power were angrily demanding
a conscription law that would compel other
portions of the Dominion to bear their
proper share of the burden. It was gen-
erally conceded that the voluntary system
had accomplished about all of which it was
capable.

Canada had four divisions of infantry at
the front—about one hundred and thirty-
five thousand men, counting all branches of
the service—and a fifth division organized
in England and ready to cross the Channel.
That fifth division has never been sent to
France, because of the difficulty experi-
enced in securing reenforcement drafts for
the four divisions already there. Indeed,
rot only was it out of the question to send

an additional division to the front, but it
would be impossible to maintain for very
long the four already there unless the rate
of enlistment were greatly accelerated. Ac-
cordingly, on May 18, Sir Robert Borden
announced that a conscription hill would be
introduced.

THE FIRST MOVE FOR A COALITION

For a long time there had been an agita-
tion in Canada in favor of a coalition gov-
ernment, in which both political parties
would be represented. Following his an-
nouncement of conscription, the prime min-
ister made an offer of coalition to Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, the leader of the opposition.
His offer provided for an equal distribution
of cabinet portfolios between the two par-
ties, and the new government was to be
pledged to draft, pass, and enforce a con-
scription law.

After some two or three weeks of nego-
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tiation, Sir Wilfrid refused the premier’s
offer, thereby rendering impossible any
formal coalition between the two great po-
litical parties in Canada.

In spite of the bitterness of party feeling
during the election of last December, there
are few who question the absolute sincerity
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. It is only natural
that he should share, to some extent, the
view-point of his French-Canadian com-
patriots. 1t has ever been his highest am-
bition to play the part of the great con-
ciliator in Canadian politics, to harmonize
the conflicting sentiments and desires of the
two races, to promote a better and more
cordial understanding between Irench and
English. Knowing that conscription would
be bitterly resented in his own province,
that racial recriminations could not be
avoided, he shrank from the issue.

In making his decision he undoubtedly
missed the greatest opportunity of his long
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and brilliant political career; but to his
mind it was of more importance to preserve
peace and harmony at home than to secure
& few thousand more recruits by compul-
sion. He remained blind to the fact. that
there could be neither peace nor harmony
at home so long as Quebec refused to carry
her share of the burden of war.

Sir Wilfrid refused to admit that the re-
sources of the voluntary system had really
been exhausted. Other methods, he urged,
would secure the necessary volunteers; and
when the bill was introduced in the House
of Commons he moved in amendment that
it be referred to the people in a special
referendum vote.

PASSAGE OF THE CONSCRIPTION BILL

The introduction of this bill played havoc
with the usual lines of party division in
Parliament. All but two or three of the
French-Canadian supporters of the govern-

SIR EDWARD KEMP, THE CANADIAN MINISTER OF OVERSEA FORCES,
STATIONED IN LONDON
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ment deserted Sir Robert Borden and voted
against .the bill. On the other hand, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier lost the support of the
greater part of his English-speaking fol-
lowing. The bill was opposed by only two
Liberal members from the four great West-
ern provinces, and by no more than ten
members from the eight provinces outside
of Quebec. It passed with more than the
usual government majority, the unfortunate
feature of the division being that English
and French Canada divided strictly on
racial lines.

What are the terms of the bill? It
authorizes the government to secure one
hundred thousand additional men by com-
pulsion—something more than sufficient to
fulfil Canada’s promise of an army of half

a million men. Men between the ages of
twenty and forty-five are made liable to
draft, but this man-power of military age
is divided into several classes.

The first class, which includes single men
and widowers without children, between the
ages of twenty and thirty-four, can supply
more than the number of men now author-
ized. There are liberal exemption clauses
designed to protect agriculture and essential
industries and to prevent any unusual hard-
ship in individual cases. Local exemption
boards, appointed in such a way as to be
above the slightest suspicion of political
influence, are empowered to decide the
claims for exemption.

While there is no doubt that the Cana-
dian army can be recruited to five hundred
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MAJOR-GENERAL SIR ARTHUR CURRIE, COMMANDER OF THE CANADIAN FORCES
AT THE FRONT IN FRANCE

thousand men without drafting men from
any but the first class, there is, of course,
no assurance that Canada’s contribution
will be limited to that number. Should the
war continue into a fifth winter, as now
seems probable, other classes will almost
certainly be called upon.

There has been criticism because the
conscription bill applies to all military dis-
tricts in the country. There are provinces
and military districts which have already
given voluntarily considerably more than
their proportionate share of the half-million
men promised. Is it fair that the draft to
complete the half-million should apply to
‘these districts, as well as to others that
have fallen far short of their proportionate
quota?

There is some force in this objection, and
many practical politicians urged the prime
minister to adopt a contrary policy, which
would have aroused bitter resentment in
Quebec, but would have been exceedingly
popular in those portions of the country
that would thereby have escaped the draft.
He refused to consider the proposal, how-
ever. He desired to be more than fair to
the province that most resented his com-
pulsion policy; and more than fair he has
been, even at the price of some apparent
injustice to other provinces.

By the terms of the constitution, the
Canadian Parliament elected in 1911 was
legally dead in the autumn of 1916; but,
in order to avoid a war-time election, an
extension of one year was arranged in 1916
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by the mutual consent of both parties. This
was in accordance with the precedent set
in Great Britain. There would no doubt
have been another extension had it not been
for the conscription issue. The introduc-
tion of this contentious measure produced
2 demand for an election from Sir Wilfrid
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composed of conscriptionist Liberals. For
a time, at least, the old Conservative party
practically passed out of existence, all the
supporters of the government being known
as Unionists.

This formal union of the conscriptionist
elements was accomplished only after weeks

THE HON. P. E. BLONDIN, POSTMASTER-GENERAL OF CANADA

Laurier, and accordingly Parliament was
dissolved early in October of last year.

FORMATION OF A UNION GOVERNMENT

Formal coalition with the Liberal party
was made impossible by the refusal of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier to agree to conscription,
but that issue caused a new alinement of
parties. There was formed, under the
leadership of Sir Robert Borden, a national
or union government, half the cabinet being

of negotiation and patient effort on the part
of Sir Robert Borden, who persisted in his
attempts to form a union government in
spite of the opposition of influential ele-
ments in his own party and the undis-
guised suspicion and lukewarmness of many
conscriptionist Liberals. He could not have
succeeded had it not been for the strong
public opinion that compelled the lesser
politicians on both sides to drop their dif-
ferences on issues of small importance and
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unite their forces in support of the all-im-
portant policy of conscription.

When the formation of this union govern-
ment was announced, last October, there
was a general hope and expectation that the
election contest would be a mere {formality.
It was recognized that the Unionist cause
was hopeless in Quebec, but it was believed
that the anticonscription cause was equally
hopeless in the other provinces. Hence it
was expected that there would be few
actual contests. It was thought that the
Quebec opposition would be elected by ac-
clamation, and that in the other provinces
very few of the government candidates
would have any opponent to face. These
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hopes were doomed to disappointment, and
despite the war and the sorrow and anxiety
In so many thousands of Canadian homes
the Dominion found itself plunged into a
bitter war-time election, in which, up to the
very last, the issue seemed to be exceed-
ingly doubtful.

Canadians have always taken their party
politics seriously, and the party spirit died
a hard death. Sir Wilfrid’s promise of a
referendum after the election provided a
plausible excuse for thousands of his fol-
lowers who differed with him on the con-
scription issue; and for more than a gen-
eration there has been a wonderful magic
in the name of Laurier.

SIR THOMAS WHITE, THE CANADIAN MINISTER OF FINANCE
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Moreover, the original Borden govern-
ment had made some mistakes during its
six years of office. Political considerations
had decided some military appointments.
During the first year of the war, before the
organization of capable purchasing commis-
sions, there had been “ graft ” and waste
in the purchase of military supplies. There
had been much complaint of profiteering
which the government had failed to check.

Furthermore, the high cost of living was
an almost unbearable burden in thousands
of homes, and, of course, the government
was blamed for an economic condition
which it was powerless to prevent. Thus
it was that the opposition came to resemble
a cave of Adullam to which, it was feared,
there would rally * every one that was in

distress and every one that was in debt
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and every one that was discontented.”
To this campaign the union government
presented a united front. The new cabinet
—half of it Liberal—refused to accept re-
sponsibility for any. of the shortcomings of
the old. The one all-important issue was
presented to the people. Immediate re-
enforcements for the army at the front
were urgently required, and only by the
Military Service Act could they be ob-
tained. Was Canada to decide to “ carry
on,” or was she to quit the war?

CANADA’S MOST DECISIVE VERDICT

Canada’s answer, recorded by the elec-
tion of December 17, was the most decisive
verdict in her political history., It left no
shadow of doubt that she is in the war to
the very last. Her sacrifices have already

-

THE HON. C. C. BALLANTYNE, THE CANADIAN MINISTER OF MARINE

From a photograpl by Notman, Montreal
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been tremendous, but she will not desert
. her sons at the front.

In his message of thanks to the Canadian
people, after the result was known, Sir
Robert Borden very properly expressed
his appreciation of the support given him
by the women voters. - This was the first
federal election in which any of the women
of Canada had the right to vote.

This time only those women who are the
next of kin to Canadian soldiers or sailors
received the franchise; general woman suf-
frage is promised for the next election. The
women voters in this election, therefore,
were those who are most deeply interested
in the question at issue; and there is no
doubt that more than ninety per cent of
them voted for the immediate reenforce-
ment of their men-folk at the front.

All over Canada—except in Quebec—
there were crowded meetings at which the
women listened to the speakers pleading
tor support of the government; and as they
listened many a furtive tear dropped on
their knitting—for the Canadian women
did not neglect their knitting for the ex-
citement of an election meeting. No one
who traveled through the country and saw
the intense earnestness of the women voters
could doubt that their ballots would be the
deciding factor in the contest. Sir Robert
Borden was right in attributing to them
a large sharesof the credit for his decisive
victory.

'The women of Canada had little patience
with the plausible argument that the Do-
minion has already done her full share. Op-
position speakers pleaded that this young
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country, still in need of men to develop her
resources, had already given of her best
- most generously, and that to give more
would be to bleed the Dominion white. It
was urged that the principal need of the
Allies was not men; that the entrance of
the United States into the war made further
sacrifice of Canadian man-power unneces-
sary; that the principal need of the Allies
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forcements were not provided. All Canada
was thrilled by the appeal sent from France
by Major-General Sir Arthur Currie, the
Canadian commander of the Canadian
army at the front:

From the agony of the battle-field goes forth our
prayer that the homeland will not desert us in
the hour of our need and of our approaching
triumph.

THE HON. MARTIN BURRELL, SECRETARY OF STATE AND MINISTER
OF MINES

was foodstuffs; and that our agricultural
industry is already crippled for lack of
labor, .

The answer given was that Canada is
responsible for her own armies; that they
cannot be reenforced from the United

~ States; that it would be a lasting disgrace
if her four divisions at the front were to be
allowed to dwindle down to the vanishing-
point, as must happen if immediate reen-

Had this eloquent and touching appeal
gone unheeded how could any Canadian
hold up his head in the world to-day?

THE HOPE OF A UNITED CANADA

The unfortunate feature in the resulting
situation is that Canada is more than ever
divided upon racial lines. Quebec, by her
attitude on the war, has been completely
isolated from the rest of the Dominion, and
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there is no thinking Canadian who does not
sincerely deplore that fact. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier carried sixty-two of the sixty-five
seats in Quebec, the other three being those
of the English-speaking constituencies in
Montreal.

Canada had many weeks to wait for the
final returns from the soldier vote, for the
ballots had to be collected from the ends
of the earth—from Great Britain, France,
Flanders, Mesopotamia, Macedonia, the
United States, from ships on the high seas.
When collected, they had to be allocated
to the various constituencies. At the time
of writing this article, the exact figures of
the vote were still unknown; but there
was no anxiety. The sentiment of the sol-
diers was well known. The soldier vote
would leave Sir Wilfrid Laurier with a
mere handful of parliamentary supporters
from the English-speaking provinces; and
nearly all of these few would owe their elec-
tion to the French-Canadian vote in their
constituencies.
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The verdict means that Quebec, having
failed to do her part voluntarily, must do
it by compulsion. Under wiser guidance
she might have responded to the call of
country just as readily and enthusiastically
as did the other provinces. Stupid and
short-sighted leadership has put her in a
very unfortunate position. Nevertheless,
there is no doubt that she will submit to
the decision of the majority, and that her
sons will carry the banner of Canada to
France and Flanders, where they will battle
with the gallantry and chivalry that have
from time immemorial been characteristic
of their race.

Fighting and dying side by side with
their brother Canadians who speak the
tongue of the majority race, it may be
that they will realize a genuine comradeship
in arms, and that from this bitter quarrel
will ultimately come a better understanding
between the two races which make up the
Dominion. The war may yet achieve a
united Canada.

THE LAST CRUSADE

I wonper if those knights of old
Who fought beneath the Cross, can hear
The tales that now on earth are told—
Can see the earth with vision clear!

Will lion-hearted Richard know

That all he fought for has been won—
That in the Holy City blow

The flags of freedom in the sun?

If, in the after-world, those men
Can see their age-old dreams come true,
Then heaven itself must ring again
With songs of praise it never knew!

“ Jerusalem is fallen!™

Nay,

Jerusalem lifts up her head
To greet her resurrection day,
To rise triumphant from the dead!

The Cross is raised, while in the sky
The Crescent fades into the gloom;
A million ghostly pilgrims cry
Their joy around the Holy Tomb.

For they, and we of later birth,

Believe that when this peace is made,
Red wars no more shall strike the earth—
This is the great, the last crusade!

H. Varley



Decorating Sam

BY KAY CLEAVER STRAHAN

. llustrated by George Brehm

found his watch, opened it, glanced at
it surreptitiously, and closed it with-
out a click.

It was May, and early evening. There
was a plump yellow moon in the lake, and
there was another plump yellow moon in
the sky. The lady in blue looked at the
moon in the lake, and Sam looked at her
until she raised her eyes to him; then he
looked at the moon in the sky.

“You are different,” she said, ruining the
dark eyes by squinting them as she spoke.
“You are very different from the others
here in Oakville—as different as the Silver
Palace—it should be the Golden Palace—
is from the other places on Main Street.”

Now the Silver Palace Dry-Goods Em-
porium was not profoundly different from
its neighbors in the two parallel lines of
Main Street. It was painted gray where
they were painted brown; its windows were
a few inches larger and usually several
layers cleaner than the windows of the
others—that was all. But Sam thought it
was very different, because he owned it,
labored in it, and loved it. It made his
money for him—not as much money as he
wanted Oakville’s population and Mrs.
Appleby’s fancy friends, imported frem the
city, to think that it made, but enough for
~a cozy bank-account and for a few timid
speculations, managed by Mr. Appleby, in
city real estate.

Never before had Sam been ashamed of
his position as a prominent merchant of
QOakville, Oregon; but now he was. Her
comparison annoyed him. He did not like
to have this lovely, dark-eyed stranger as-
sociate him so closely with a store, think
of him as a storekeeper.

“ As a matter of fact,” he said, “ I have
other interests besides that place, you
know.”

SAM HYSLOP felt in his vest-pocket,

““ Surely,” she agreed; “ but what I can’t
understand is how you happen to have the
shop.”

‘““ Father came to Oregon from the
South "—the South was Kansas City, Mis-
souri—" for his health, and bought the
Silver Palace to give him something to do.
It was too much for him to manage alone,
in his state of health, so it was up to me to
come and help him out. When he died, he
left me the place. There was no one else.
Mother died when I was little, and I have
no brothers or sisters.”

The lady purred out a little sympathetic
sound:

“ You must have been very young! And
vet you kept it going and made a success
of it!”

“As a matter of fact,” Sam answered,
“I look younger than I am.”

He looked about twenty-four years old.
He was twenty-four years old.

“But you aren’t,” inquired the lady,
“ planning to spend the remainder of your
life right here, are you? It would be—such
a waste!”

‘“ Absolutely not,” he said. “I want to
travel. In fact, I am going to take a trip
very soon.”

That was true. He and Clytie Rathburn
were to be married in November, and they
were planning to go to San Francisco for
their honeymoon.

‘“ Are you, indeed?” said the lady, re-
garding him thoughtfully, almost specula-
tively. ‘

Sam was indeed—because, he explained,
he thought travel was necessary.

“Yes,” she agreed, “ it does seem neces-
sary, and yet—’ She paused, forgot to
finish her sentence, and transferred her
thoughtful, almost speculative gaze to the
moon in the lake.

“T am sure,” Sam suggested, after wait-
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