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involutions of his own speech. H e ivill cer ta in ly 
miss the delightfully 'Simple and forcible lan­
guage- to which he is accustomed in Ms dai ly 
walk of life. 
• The last hund red pages of the book t r e a t of 

steeple chasing. The authors of these chapters , 
Messrs. Coventry and Watson , h a v e given a sim­
ple and to lerably direct n a r r a t i v e account of this 
interest ing fo rm of rac ing . I t is t o be regre t ted 
t h a t the whole book is no t the i r work. 

The Bridle Bits : A Treat ise on Prac t i ca l Horse­
manship b y C o l . - J . C. Ba t te r sby , la te of t h e 
F i r s t N e w Y o r k (Lincoln) Cava l ry , etc. O. 
J i i d d & C o . 1886. 

D E S P I T B a bad l i t e ra ry style and a fancy for 
' ' splurge " in w r i t i n g which is indica ted even in 
the t i t le-page, t h e au tho r of th is t reat ise has 
given us a reaUy visef ul and readable book. H e is 
evident ly a skilled horseman, for, unl ike m a n y of 
the r ecen t wr i te rs on t h e a r t , he h a s discerned t h e 
fact t h a t t h e b i t is the mos t i m p o r t a n t p a r t of 
the horse's gear , and t h a t i ts proper ^construction 
and m a n a g e m e n t a re the most difficult points 
which t h e r i de r h a s t o s tudy . The bi t is n o t t h e 
only, nor should i t be the chief means of convey­
ing to the horse the knowledge of the mas ter ' s 
w i l l : t h a t t a sk should in t h e m a i n be done by t h e 
voice, or , i n t h e r idden a n i m a l , b y t h e m o v e m e n t 
of the r ider 's b o d y ; y e t i t is by t h e bi t t h a t we 
secure the control of the c rea tu re in moments of 
exci tement , a n d convey t o h i m our mean ing in 
the speediest way. 

• To do i ts work effectively t h e bi t needs to be 
a r a t h e r cruel i n s t r u m e n t ; i t is apphed to a n ex­
t r emely sensi t ive p a r t of the horse's body, a n d 
acts in a w a y t h a t makes i t easy, on a weU-con-
st i tuted horse, to inflict g rea t pa in . There can 
be no doubt t h a t as commonly used i t is more a n 
ins t rument of t o r tu r e t h a n e i ther whip or spur.. 
The a u t h o r of this l i t t le book sees these points 
clearly, and . gives t b e reader , in format ion which 
will help h im to be merciful as well as skilful in 
the selection and use of bits. If novices in horse­
manship would heed his r ecommenda t ion of the 

-double o r " Bridoon-Bit ," t h e y would escape a 
cer ta in class of accidents a r i s ing from the break­
ing of the single-bitted bridle . 

.lit seems.to be the pecul iar pr iv i lege of wr i t e r s 
on-mat ters concern ing the horse to m a k e wide di­
gressions f rom the i r d i rec t way. Col. Bat te rsby ' s . 
wander ings a r e numerous , b u t genera l ly amus ing 
enough t o compensate the reader for the length­
ened journey . . . 

Simon de Mohtfort, Comte de Leicester : Sa vie 
(12p?-1265), son r61e poli t ique en F r a n c * et en 

-Angleterre. P a r Charles B^mpnt . P a r i s : Al-
phonse Picard . , 8 vo, pp. 387. 

T H E excellent lives of S imon de Montfor t b y 
Pau l i and P r o t h e r o have , a f te r all , only prepared 
the w a y for a complete s t udy of the career of 
this the most eminent of t h e Engl ish s ta tesmen 
of t h e . Middle Ages. The work has now been 
t aken u p by a F r e n c h scholar, who , bui ld ing up- ' 
on the foundat ion laid by his German and E n g ­
lish predecessors, has m a d e a n exhaust ive s tudy 
of the authori t ies , and presented a view which is 
no t perhaps final, b u t which m u s t be accepted as 
the r ipe conclusions of conscientious labors , in the 
l igh t of all a t t a inab le informat ion . 

M. B6mont has no t mere ly g iven his readers 
the fruits of h is laborious researches, b u t -has 
placed in the i r hands the means of forming the i r 
own opinions b y numerous references a n d ci ta­
t ions on nea r ly every page, and b y a n appendix 
of 118 pages, conta in ing pieces justificatives. 
And in order to m a k e his account of De Mont-
ifort's s ta tesmanship more , in te l l ig ib le , he has en­
tered a t g rea t l eng th in to a descript ion of the so­
cial and polit ical ins t i tut ions of E n g l a n d i n the 

th i r teen th century, which will be found one of 
the most valuable par t s of the work. These 
pages a re no doubt designed especially for his 
F rench readers , as there is no period a t which 
the inst i tut ions of France present a n y near ana­
logy to those of Eng land a t this t ime, and F rench 
readers need, therefore, to have a g rea t deal ex­
plained to them which we of English blood can 
t a k e for g ran ted . Nevertheless, even we can 
der ive m u c h i n s t r u c t i o n ' f r o m these, chapters. 
There a re few, even careful s tudents of the his­
to ry of the-English Constitution, who can form a 
clear and independent notion of i ts condit ion a t 
a n y one epoch; and the sketch here given is the 
clearest and mos t graphic pic ture of society and 
government in the th i r teenth cen tury t h a t we h a v e 
ever seen. Not t h a t i t contains, perhaps, a n y t h i n g 
t h a t one m a y not find in Stubbs 's ' Const i tut ional 
H i s t o r y ' ; bu t there is a power" of grouping a n d 
of presentat ion, and a genuine French lucidi ty, 
which places this t r ea tmen t even above t h a t of 
Bishop S tubbs in these respects. In this respect 
chap te r iv , which t rea t s of t h e political consti­
tu t ion , is be t t e r t h a n chapter iii, which describes 
the social condit ion of England. P robab ly t h e 
defect is in the s tate of our knowledge, on t h e 
subjec t ; bu t i n the description of feudal society 
in ,phapter iii we find i t ha rd to obta in a clear 
not ion of the relation of the pa r t s t o one another 
and to t h e whole, such as chapter iv gives us 
in admi rab l e perfection for the political ins t i tu­
tions. 

. M. B^mont is even less disposed t h a n Mr. P r o ­
the ro t o exaggera te theshare^^of S imon de Mont-
fort in the development of the Engl ish Const i tu­
tion. H i s language upon this subject (p. 230) 
deserves to be carefully studied. The represen­
ta t ion of t h e b u r g h e r class in t h e famous Pa i l i a -
m e n t of 1265 was not, he says, 

" borrowed from abroad by Simon de Montfor t . 
H e did not t ransfer to Eng land the customs of 
Ar ' agoa [Pauli 's hypothesis], nor of, 'Sici ly [Milv 
man's j , nor even those of orascony [ Webster's]. 
Nei ther was i t an invention of his genius. A s 
we have a l ready seen, in 1313 the representat ives 
of the middle classes {roturiers) of the cities, i n 
1254 and 1264 those of tbe nobles of the counties, 
h a d been especially summoned before t h e K i n g , 
in the same forms in which they were regular ly 
summoned t o the cour ts ' of the hundreds , the 
month ly courts of tlie.sheriff, or the assizes held 
by the i t ine ran t justices. They came to exercise, 
in the presence of the sovereign, fimctions ana lo­
gous to those which they exercised in the county 
in t h e presence of the sheriff. I t was, as i t were, 
a na t ional g rand j u r y of inquest which was thus 
organized unde r the most solemn circumstances." 

So far; if we unders tand r igh t ly , his v iew is pre­
cisely t h a t of Bishop Stubbs, b u t expressed wi th 
superior b read th and clearness. H e continues: 

" The complete Par l i ament of 1265 is not , there­
fore, a creation. Nei ther is i t a r egu la r inst i tu­
t ion which Simon de Montfort planned to estab­
lish. The t r e a ty between the K i n g and the ba­
rons, which the Par l i ament has jus t ratified wi th 
unaccustomed ceremony, puts m operat ion t h e 
oligarchical consti tution of 1264, which has as a 
basis the ar is tocrat ic consti tution of 1258. I t has 
no other bear ing. After the -14th F e b r u a r y t h e 
representat ives of the commons r e tu rn home, 
and there they will s tay. They wiU not com­
pla in a t being dismissed t o t h a t local life i n 
which all the i r interasts are centred, and where, 
f rom t ime immemoria l , they a re accustomed t o 
adminis te r the i r own affairs, because these assem­
blages b rough t them more burdens than advan­
tages. Simon has so li t t le though t of m a k i n g the 
commons a regu la r element of Pa iUament , t h e 
assembly of 1265 is so completely, in his eyes, a n 
e x t r a o r d i n a i y meeting, t ha t in the month of J u n e 
following"; when he convokes the Par l i ament t o 
a n ord inary session, we hear noth ing more said 
of t h e representa t ives of the commons : the grea t ­
er barons and the prelates alone take p a r t in i t . 
I n order t h a t the commons may take a regu la r 
place in Par l i ament , i t is necessary t h a t roya l ty 
should find its advan tage in i t , t h a t i t should feel 
t h e necessity of associating the nat ion in a regu­
la r m a n n e r w i t h the efforts of its foreign and do­
mest ic policy. This is wha t took place u n d e r 
E d w a r d I;, a t the very momen t when the F r e n c h 

monarchy , u n d e r Phi l ip the Fa i r , unde rwen t also-
th i s fruitful t r ans fo rma t ion . " 

W e h a v e given this passage a t length, because-
i t seems on the whole to exhibi t most cor rec t ly 
t h e mean ing and historical impor tance of t h i s 
event . B u t we a r e inohned to th ink tha t , if m o s t 
wr i t e r s exaggera te this importance," M. B6mont 
somewhat under ra tes i t . I t is t rue t h a t the r ep re ­
sentat ion of t h e commons did no t now become a 
r egu l a r inst i tut ion, a n d was perhaps not in tended 
as such by De Montfor t himself. This considerat ion , 
helps us t o unde r s t and wha t has been so puzzl ing 
in t h e o rd ina ry v iew—the g a p of t h i r t y y e a r s af­
t e r De Montfor t ' s P a r l i a m e n t before the complete 
representa t ion of t h e cities and boroughs r e a p ­
pears . B u t none the less i t appears to us a " c r e ­
a t ion ," o r a t least a c rea t ive idea, which ent i t les 
S imon de Montfor t to a place a m o n g the found­
ers of consti tut ions. The imperfect and p robab ly 
forgot ten precedent of 1213 m a y or m a y no t h a v e 
g iven h i m a h i n t ; b u t to t a k e a lesson f rom such 
a precedent , and summon a representa t ion of t h e 
en t i re people of Eng land , of e v e r y class, i n w h a t 
was real ly the establ ishment of a n organic l aw, 
was an ac t of t r u e s ta tesmanl ike genius. For the 
fact , which is pointed out , t h a t the P a r l i a m e n t of 
1265 was not a n o rd ina ry Pa r l i amen t , b u t a n ex­
t r a o r d i n a r y assembly, convoked for a special p u r ­
pose, in reaUty enhances the impor tance of t h e 
ac t . W e i n A m e r i c a can compare i t wi th one of 
our mos t o r i g i n a l inst i tut ions, the Const i tu t ional 
Convent ion. The Const i tut ion of Eng land , as r e ­
modelled by t h e discussions a n d negot ia t ions of 
1264, was t o b e accepted and confirmed; and i n 
this acceptance and conBrmation the 'whole ua - -
t ion was called toge ther to give its" consent. 

The ana logy pointed out wi th the F rench S ta tes -
(Jeneral, in te res t ing a n d . correc t u p t o a ce r t a in 
point , is nevertheless misleading. S imon de Mont ­
fort 's P a r l i a m e n t and t h a t of E d w a r d I. were— 
as is ve ry well shown in this ext rac t—bui l t upon 
vigorous ins t i tu t ions of local se l f -government : 
in this respect , as in so m a n y others, the na t i ona l 
ins t i tut ions of E n g l a n d were, to use Bishop 
Stubbs ' fe l ic i tous expression, the " c o n c e n t r a t i o n " 
o f local inst i tut ions. I t was , th is t h a t g a v e t h e 
Engl ish P a r l i a m e n t its life a n d i t s subs tant ia l 
power. Bu t the States-General of F r a n c e had n o 
root , and t h e y withered away . Both assemblies 
began a t the same epoch, wi th essentially t h e " 
same powers—hardly more in ei ther coun i ry t h a n 
t h a t of g r a n t i n g supplies. Out of th is the E n g ­
lish P a r l i a m e n t developed i ts present imper ia l au­
thor i ty , whi le t h e French legis lature , af ter some 
abor t ive efforts in , t h e same direct ion, failed a t 
las t t o m a i n t a i n even i ts hold upon the purse- ' ' 
s t r ings. 

There is a good index and a to lerably good t a ­
ble of con ten t s ; b u t t h e book would b e m u c h i m ­
proved by running-Ji t les and marg ina l index. O n 
page 41 we find Alexander IV . of Scot land for 
A lexande r I I I . 
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