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Prance, which was, indeed, its original purpose. 
I t is noteworthy that in treating the. history of 
education in the sixteenth century neither of 
these works mentions Sir Thomas Elyot's bulky 
'Boke called the Govemour,' written for the 
special purpose of detailing the education that an 
English gentleman should receive who intends 
to mingle in public affairs—a work of great 
popularity in its day, and now easily accessible 
in Mr. Croft's recent edition. Thomas Wilson, 
also, who may be styled the first English writer 
on Logic and Rhetoric, is omitted; and, more 
remarkable still, so is Roger Ascham's ' School­
master,' one of the soundest books in pedagogy 
that have ever been written, also readily accessi­
ble in Arber's English Reprints. Asoham, who 
preceded Comenius, Milton, and Cocke, is much 
more worthy of note than Milton in the history 
of education in England, I t is somewhat sur­
prising to find Bacon so prominently noticed in a 
history of education.. The oversight in giving 
the date of his birth may be noted in passing, 
and i t may be remarked with respect to several 
names that biographical details, which are given 
more fully in the ordinary text-book histories of 
literature, might have been omitted, and the 
space saved devoted to emphasizing the educa­
tional work of their special subjects. 

The last section treats of Education in the 
Nineteenth Century; and after a notice of the 
work of Pestalozzi and of Froebel, we have a 
brief summary of Contemporary Education in 
Germany, France, England, and the United-
States. • 

thread. I t is the fashion with many writers to 
disparage such helps,-as artificial and preten­
tious; but surely it is not assuming in the author 
to suppose that he, from his intimate linowledge 
of relations, can help his inexperienced reader to 
understand how these twenty-eight disconnected 
chapters stand to one another. On page 233 we 
find the misprint of become for became; on page 
434, of Henry IX. for Henry IV. 

languages moon is frequently, ndasculine and sun 
femmine. English is the exception, not the riile. 

The author has- rendered a service to Assyri-
ology as well as to the reading public. Her book 
is-fchebestiu English, and by no means inferior 
to those in French and German, besides affording 
a good introduction to the study of history as 
well as of comparative mythology. 

The Student's Modem Europe: A History. of 
Modem Europe froiri the Capture of Constanti­
nople by the Turks to the Treaty of Berlii?, 

.1878. By Ilichard Lodge, M.A., Fellow and 
Tutor of Braseuose College, Oxford." Harper & 
Bros. 1886. 8vo, pp. 773: 

THERE is no doubt, as Mr. Lodge's preface re­
marks, that -" a clear, impartial, and at the same 
time a concise narrative of European history 
during the last four centuries" will be very ac­
ceptable to many readers. The book before us 
appears to have these qualifications, and can be 
safely recommended to those who desire a book 
covering this ground, as the only book which 
does this at all adequately. It is published in 
the style of the well-lmown " Student's" series— 
in clear but rather small type, in close page, and 
with veiy fe «• aids to the reader, such as running 
title, marginal index, and cross references. There 
Is a general index and a chronological table, but 
the author apologizes for the omission of the ex­
tensive genealogical tables which he had pre­
pared, referring the reader to Mr. George's " Ge­
nealogical Tables." Neither axe there any maps. 
Considering, therefore, the cost of Mr. George's 
book, and of any good historical atlas—both of 
which must be added to this book in order to get 
the best use of it—we must think that the pub­
lishers have aimed overmuch at cheapness in its 
production. Most purchasers would rather pay 

' their share of these desirable additions than buy 
the additional books which their absence makes 
necessary. 

The book consists of twenty-eight chapters, so 
arranged as to present a very correct -new of the 
general current of modem history. The group­
ing of the chapters is carefully studied, and 
assists the following of the principal current, 
with as few diversions as possible. For this pur­
pose we think that a more distinct recognition of 
these groupings—by dividing them off as Periods 
or Books—would have been of advantage. The 
course of events in modern history is not hard to 
emphasize in this way; but when the emphasis 
is not made visible aind intelligible by formal di­
visions, the i"eader finds it hard to keep the ' 

The Story of Chaldea; from the earliest times 
to the Rise of Assyria. (Treated as a general 
introduction to the study of ancient history.) 
By Z^naide A. Ragozin. [The Story of the Na­
tions.] G. P. Putnam's §ons. 1886. 

MMK. RAGOZIN has performed her work in a way 
that merits unstinted praise. She does not bring 
to the task the same literary, ability which her 
predecessor in the series. Prof. Hosmer, showed, 
but if her English is not so good, it is a fault 
which we can easily forgive.' ' Chaldea' is much 
less an historical work than ' The Jews.' All 
statements about kings and dynasties and wars 
are avoided, but,' on the other hand, themes are 
elaborated which even the professional Assyrio-
logist has been wont to handle in the most gin­
gerly fashion. The treatment of the ethnologi­
cal questions involved is interesting and to many 
will be novel. Our author thinks that Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth are prototypes of white 
races, and that all others are rigidly excluded 
from the genealogical table in Genesis; that 
Chaldea was inhabited first by a yellow or Tura-
niaii race; that these were overcome by the 
Cushites, a Hamitic family, who, in their turn, 
were forced to succumb to a Shemitic invasion. 
No less originality is evinced in the treatment of 
the Chaldean religion and mythology. In the 
latter, unconsciously perhaps, the method so ably 
and so wittily defended by Mr. Andrew Lang is 
followed; and though almost everything ends 
as a solai myth, the methods are sound, even if 
the conclusions are not. The religious and ethi­
cal development is carefully traced in all its 
stages, and .with the single exception of the state­
ment that there was no room for reward and 
punishment in Aralli (the Chaldean Hades), no 
fault can be found. The teaching on this point 
is not clear, but the episode of Izdubar and Xisu-
thros seems to oppose our author's low -view of 
Sumero-Akkadian spirituality. Folk lore has its 
place alongside of mythology and religion; in 
fact, notliing is wanting to make this book the 
most valuable work on Babylonian culture-his­
tory that has yet appeared. 

The introductory portion in regard to the first 
explorers is good and full, though we think Sir 
Henry Rawlinson deserves much more mention 
than he receives. Incidentally some new points 
are brought out, and older ones are emphasized. 
So good were the brioiis used in the most ancient 
Babylonian building that they are lound service­
able even at the present time, and this Babylo­
nian fashion of using bricks was continued in 
Assyrian architecture, though stone of all sorts 
abounded in Assyria. This slavish copying of 
Shemitic Assyria is a point of no little significance 
in the ethnological discussion. Mme. Ragozin is 
in accord with the best historians in considering 
Abraham an historical figure, but all that is built 
on Lenormant's old translation of tin-tir-ki is 
wrong. The ancient name of Babylon does not 
mean " dwelling of the tree of life," but " dwell­
ing of life," being so rendered in the Assyrian 
texts. It is not at all certain that El, ajid Allah, 
and Elohim, are from the same stem, nor is it 
true that the sun-god preceded the moon-god. 
In fact, in the earliest cities like flarran and 
Ur, the moon-god was almost the only one wor-" 
shipped, and it is not impossible that the'Akka­
dians was largely a moon cult. -Even in modern 

Young People's History of England^ By George 
Makepeace Towle. Boston: Lee & Shepard. 
1886. lamo, pp. 388. 

MR. TOWLE has proved his power of writing for 
young people, and it is sufficient commendation 
of his ' Young People's History of England ' to 
say that it is worthy to rank with his ' Heroes of 
History.' It seems to us, indeed, that his style is 
easier and better adapted to young readers than' 
in his earlier works; there is less disposition to 
use large words. He has done well not to try to 
make the book too small. It is impossible to 
crowd the history of a thousand years into a few 
pages; and, after all, what is needed in history is 
to read a good deal in bulk, not a mere barren 
compendium. We wish that the ilhistrations 
were more worthy of their text. They are of the 
ordinary hackneyed style; well enough to look at, 
perhaps, but in no sense an illustration of the 
text. " J o a n of Arc in batt le" (p. 164) might 
just as well have been Talbot or Du Guesclin; 
the "Landing of Henrietta Maria" (p. 234) would 
do for Catherine of Braganza or Anne of Cleves; 
"George III. receiving intelligence of his accesr 
slon to the throne 'l-(p. 306)- might represent any 
young man on horseback receiving a letter; and 
so on, with full half of the pictures. There are 
good tables and an index, but no maps. 
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IMPORTANT NEW TEXT-BOOKS. 

WHITNEY'S-FRENCH, GRAMMAR. 
A P rac t i ca l F r e n c h G r a m m a r . By W i l l i a m D. Whi tney , Professor in Y a l e College. {NEARLY 

BEADY.) _ - . 

. A practical class-book for academies, high schools, and colleges. Part first opens with-a lull account ol the pro­
nunciation of the languapie. In the next lorty-two lessons the author unfolds those.Important facts of the grammar 
which the student must master as a foundation. The regular verbs are gradually Introduced and fully explained, 
then the more common of the Irregular verbs are taken up, and their conjugation exhibited by a new method of ar­
rangement. The exerclbes carefully avoid the error of btlnglng In too many new words at a time, but give repeated 
practice In a carefully selected vocabulary of common terms. Part second is a more systematic presentation of the 
facts of French usage, In the order usual In sclentlQc treatises on grammar. Its matter Is meant to supplement and 
extend that ol part first. -The sentences for translating In this part are all quotations from French authors. 

GOOD ELDS THE GREEK IN ENGLISH. 
Firs t Lessons in Greek, w i th special reference to the etymology of' English words of Greek origin. 
~ By Thomas D. Goodell, Ins t r i ic tor in ithe Har t fo rd (Ct.) H i g h School. {NEABL Y READY.) 

The Greek element of English in conversation, and especially in literature, carries many of .the key-words to the 
thought, and he to whom these Key-words are not alive with meaning is at a great disadvantage; and yet mere dlc-
tlonailes or etymological hand-books alone cannot give what is wanted. The words in their Oreeh form, and with 
s<rme fragment of their Greek associations, must become somewhat familiar before one can be sensible of that grasp 
of their English.derivatives which will enable,one to use those derivatives correctly and fearlessly. The Greek vocabu­
lary-surviving in English can be presented in a sort of Greek primer, with its relations to English pointed out; and 
this Is just what this book aims to do.- It is not intended to lessen the number of those who shall enter on a lull coarse 
of study in the Greek language, but it is rather hoped that It may increase that number. 

CLARK'S PRACTICAL RHETORIC. 
B y J . Scot t Clark, Ins t ruc tor in Sy ra -A Prac t i ca l Rhetor ic , Engl i sh Composition a n d Revision, 

cuse Univers i ty . {NEARLY READY.) 

Its main source of inspiration was an attempt to work Herbert Spencer's ' Philosophy of Style' in the classroom, 
fflie result of which was the accumulation of a body of rules which adapt the principles of that incomparable treatise 
to actual work with untrained students. The author attempts no Impossibilities. He believes that rhetorical training 
mustbelargelynegatiye; thati tcannotteach"lnyentlon. ' 'butcan develop the ability to arrange and revise. The 
exeroIscB, which are a leading feature, are treated somewhat after the manner of Abbott's ' How to Write Clearly.' 
Theydealnotwitherrorsthathavebeencommlttedbyauthor3 0f reputation, but rather with those that arepecu-
liar& apt to be committed by students in school and college. 

PACKARD'S ZOOLOGY—ELEMENIARY 
• : . COURSE. . 
F i r s t Lessons in Zoology. B y A. S. P a c k a r d , Professor i n Brown Univers i ty . 13mo (American 

• Science Series), S90 pp . , $1;00. {JUST PUBLISHED.) . r 

.̂  J^ method this book differs considerably from the large books in the series. Since It Is meant for young beginners 
It describes but few types,- mostly those of the higher orders, and dlscu'^ses their relations to one another and ft) their 
surroundings. The aim, however, is the same with that of the others—namely, to make clear the general principles of 
the science, rather than to fill the pupU's mind with a mass of what may appear to him unrelated facts. 

JOHNSTON'S HISTORY OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

W i t h a n In t roduc to ry His tory of the Discovery and E n g -
By Alexander Johns ton , Professor in Pr inceton College. 

His tory of the Uni ted Sta tes for Schools, 
lish Colonization of Nor th Amer ica . 
]2mo, 473pp. ,$1 .35 . 

- Y... •*• •'Jstoiy of the United States, and not principally a history of the colonies from which the United States sprang. 
It Is not a story-book, or a picture book. The author has written in tne conviction that what the mass ol pupils need 
te to learn Irom the history ol the past how best to perform the simple and homely duties ol,good citizensfcn. Mr 
John Piske says ol i t : Incomparably the best short history ol the United States with which I am acauainted.*' The 
mittoji calls It "The best school history which has vet been presented to the nnhlic" 

REMSEN'S CHEMISTRY—BRIEFER COURSE. 
A n In t roduc t ion t o the S t u d y of Cheniistry. By I r a Remsen , Professor i n t h e J o h n s Hopkins U n i -

, vers i ty . 12mo (Amer ican Science Series), 389 pp . , $1.40. 

. The one comprehensive truth which the author aims to make clear to the student is the essential nature ol chemi­
cal action. With this Inview he devotes the first 280 pages of a carefully selected and arranged series of simple ex­
periments, employmg only the foiur common elements—Oxygen. Hydrogen, Nitrogen, and Carbon. In these eiperl-
ments are gradually developed the main principles of the subject. His method is purely Inductive: and, wherever 
experience has shown it to be practicable, the truths are drawn out by pointed questions, rather than fuUy stated, 
next, wnen the student is in a position to appreciate it, and not at tne start, as is usual in elementary treatises, comes 
a simple account ol the theory ol the science. The last 150 pages of the book are given to a survey, fuUy Unitraied 
by experiments, ol the leading lamllle so l compounds. »=^UY<:J, i.ui.j, uiutiumeu 

HENRY BOLT <& CO.'Sn^w educational catalogue, which contains full descriptions of these and othernew 
' ,and forthcoming books, will besentfree on application. ^ 

- HENRY HOLT & CO., Publishers, 
20 W. 23d street, New York. 

FRENCH BOOKS 
For Students and General 

Readers. 

WILLIAM R. JENKINS. 
8s6 Sixth Avenue, New York, 

H a s jus t issued a NEW AND COMPREHEN­

SIVE CATAL'OffUE OF FRENOB: BOOKS,. 

inc luding not-only a full l ist of his o w n p u b l i c a - . 

t ions, b u t a ve ry extensive list of books, especial ly. 

axlapted for s tudents a n d educat ional inst i tut ions. 

Pr ices modera te . Special r a t e s t o teachers . Cor, 

pies of t h e cata logue mai led free on appl icat ion. 

Impor t a t i on orders p rompt ly filled. 

Septemtier Atlantic 
N o w Ready , Conta ins : 

THE SALOON IN POLITICS. GEOKGE FRBDEEIO PAR­
SONS. ' -

FRENCH AND ENQLISH. P. G. HAMBKION. 
THE LAW'S PARTIALITY TO MARRIED WOMEN. 

FRANK GATLORD CLARK. 
MADEMOISELLE JOAN. BEBECCA HARDINO DAVIS. 
THE PAPER MONEY CRAZE OF 1788 AND THE 
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' HENRY JAMES, CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK. "W. H . 
BISHOP. 
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The English Parliament. 
I n i t s Transformat ions t h r o u g h a Thousand 

Years.- -By 

DR. RUDOLF GNEIST, 
A u t h o r of ' The His tory of the Engl i sh Cbnst i tu 

• t ion, ' Professor of L a w a t the Univers i ty 
of'Berlin. ' T rans la ted by R. J e - -

n e r y S h e e . One-yol. , 8vol 

LITTLE, BROWN & CO. . 
,-254; Wash ing ton St ree t , Boston. 
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APHRODITE. 
A R o m a n c e of A n c i e n t Hellas , by_ 

ERNST ECKSTEIN, 
A u t h o r of ' Quin tus Claudius , ' etc. I n one v o l ­

u m e . P r i ce , paper , 50 cents . Cloth, 90 cents . 
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WILLIAM S. GOTTSBERGER, 
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11 M u r r a y S t ree t , New Y o r k . , 
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