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of the ability to polish i t ; just as similar capaci­
ties of modern savage tribes do not make them 
ciTiiized. The existence of " vast sepulchral con­
structions," displaying no mechauioal, engineer­
ing, or even architectural skill, and little more 
than huge piles of stones rudely put together, no 
doubt implies more than the labor of an indi­
vidual. If " necessarily the work of aggregates," 
in itself it postulates nothing as to an organized 
form of society higher than what may any day 
be seen in a tribe of savages combining for the 
moment to realize some special end; while be­
tween the "mora l" feeling displayed in the erec­
tion of a cairn of stones as a sepulchre for 
the dead with its accompanying urn, and the 
" moral feeling and culture of to-day," there is 
an lufintte distance. The diflerence may not be 
absolute, but only in degree. Yet between the 
"capacity, culture, and civilization" of this 
man of the Stone Age, and the "capacity, cul­
ture, and civilization " of to-day, there is all the 
difference between savage and civiUzed man. 
Indeed, on the social and political conditions and 
religious ideas and ceremonies—the great ques­
tions with which modern archaeology has to do— 
these volumes do not directly touch. They are 
rather an Ulustrated and descriptive catalogue 
of the remains of the past found in the National 
Museum and throughout the country. They are, 
however, the outcome of patient and careful 
research. They contain full and accurate in­
formation regarding the whole field of Scottish 
archaeology as it stands at present. The illus­
trations are elaborate and executed in the high­
est style. Altogether, this series of the Rhind 
lectures must henceforth be invaluable to the 
student of Scottish archjEOlogy. 

Psychiatry: A clinical treatise on the diseases of 
the fore-brain, based upon a study of its struc­
ture, functions, and nutrition. By Theodor 
Meynert. Translated (under authority of the 
author) by B. Sachs, M.D. P a r t i . The anato-
myi Physiology, and chemistry of the brain" 
O., pp. 285, 65 figures. .G. P. Putnam's Sons 
1885. 

IN this, the first part of Meynert's last work, the 
following general topics are taken up in order: 
Structure and architecture of the brain; the 
minute anatomy of the brain; anatomical corol­
laries and- the physiology of cerebral architec­
ture; the nutrition of the-brain; the mechanism 
of expression. The author's preface states that 
the work has been written at intervals (and with 

_" no taste for bookmaking ") during the past ten 
years, which may explain, but does not excuse, 
certain omissions, anachronisms, and other, ob­
jectionable features. It is unfortunate for au­
thor, translator, and readers that • the work ap­
pears in parts; If this was unavoidable, the pre­
sent volume should have embraced the notes 
(promised for- Part I I in the preface) from which 
one might gather wherein the author's "views 

. have been necessarily modified or supplemented 
by later researches " of himself and others. 

The remarks in the preface'that " hitherto the 
science of psychiatry has been too largely sub­
jective," and that " our knowledge of the dis­
eases of the fore-brain should be obtained by a 
study of the structure, the function, and the nu­
trition of the _organ concerned," may have been 
novel when the book was begun, but all recent 
treatises on mental disorders take the same 
ground. Meynert's account of the development, 
surfaces, and cavities of the prosencephalon adds 
to less than it detracts from the usefulness of the 
work. I t is not too much to say that what is 
certainly true is not new, and what is original 
is usually not proven, often improbable (as the 
homologies of the cerebral fissures), and some­
times literally improbable and confusing (as the 

account of the " foramen of Monro," p. 18). The 
author admits (p. 131) a previous error of opinion 
on one point, but adheres to a view respecting 
the course of conductors in the spinal cord which, 
the translator is forced to acknowledge (p. 131, 
note), differs widely from that of original ob­
servers like Plechsig, Aeby, Boiler, Wernicke, 
Spitzka, and Starr. Meynert states that he has 
not adopted any new method, but has elabo­
rated with greater care the cleavage (defibril. 
lation) method of his predecessors, which "en­
ables us also to extend our knowledge of''the 
minute anatomy of the brain beyond the in­
formation we can obtain from microscopical 
sections." This last claim will not be gene­
rally conceded; on the contrary, at the pre­
sent day, few neurologists admit that the cleav­
age method is competent to settle aiiy question 
unless corroborated by the microscopical, em-
bryological, or atrophy methods, which have 
been so successfully employed by some of his 
own pupils. It would seem, indeed, that the " re-
organizer of encephalic anatomy " of fifteen years 
ago now lags somewhat behind his own recent 
followers. 

The references in this work to other publica­
tions are few and general, the most important 
and specific being embraced in the translator's 
-note to page 131. Dalton's magnificent' Topo­
graphical Anatomy of the Brain' might well 
have been named in connection with the macro­
scopic structure, since it appeared some months 
prior to the present volume. The original has 
no index, and that of the translation is very in­
complete, omitting such names as pons, oblon­
gata, insula, and occipital operculum, all of 
which occur in the text. Minor defects of the 
translation are the irregular use of italics, and 
the introduction of inelegant abbreviations like 
epenceph., pes ped., and carp, callos. The figures 
are numerous and mostly clear in themselves,' 
but the explanations are inadequate' and ill-ar­
ranged. It is safe to say that to find the 
meanings of the several abbreviations—some 
German, some Latin—in, for example, figure 9, 
exacts from each reader as much time as it would 
have cost the author to make the signs uniform 
and arrange them alphabetically, to say nothing 
of the exasperation almost inevitably engendered. 
So long as leading German scientists and philoso­
phers practise—if they do not openly profess'-
the " Browningian" doctrine that obscurity is 
the sign of profundity, it would be too much, per­
haps, to have expected the author to deliberately 
undertake to make his writings readily intelligi­
ble and easy of reference; but surely we may 
look for some improvement in that respect in an 
American translation. -

Of the figures exhibiting encephalic struc­
ture, fine and coarse, including- the fissures, 
nearly two-fifths represent the brains of mon­
keys, dogs, cats, etc. Usually the pomts in 
question would have been illustrated equally 
well and much more appropriately by human 
brains, especially fcetal, to which latter,.however, 
the author states (p. 7) hcohas given little atten­
tion. Moreover, only the professional zoologist 
could be expected to recognize monkey in Ha-
madryas (flg. 8), or even weasel in Mustela (flg. 
10). The tendency of medical writers to intrude 
irrelevant matters of comparative anatomy (ap 
parently because the subjects are convenient or 
otherwise interesting) is one which should be 
checked, in the interest of the patients whose 
health and lives may hang upon an absolutely 
accurate acquaintance with the human struc­
ture. Besides somewhat numerous typographi­
cal errors, for which the publishers are equally 
responsible, the translation reproduces the origi­
nal's mistake of rendering Affengehim by pri­
mate brain, and die Olive des Menschen by " the 
olivary body, common to man." • 

The philosophical portions of the book are good 
upon the whole, though not markedly in advance 
of the author's previous writings. The general 
reader will be interested in parts of this, and in 
the pretty and instructive diagrams on pages 157, 
158, illustrating the paths of sensory and motor 
impulses. Some of the psychological portions 
are pungent and even witty, and the remark 
that "Volitional mimical movements lack the 
character of spontaneity, and become ridicu­
lous as expressions of foppishness, or excite con­
tempt as expressions of falsehood," applies to 
many popular follies (Anglomania, etc.) of the 
day. Little as the present treatise is likely to 
enhance the already high reputation of the au­
thor, it is needful for working neurologists, 
and Dr. Sachs deserves their thanks and congra­
tulations for making his teacher's views more 
generally accessible to English and American 
readers. He is certainly warranted in remark­
ing that "those best acquainted with the origi­
nal will not underrate the difficulties of the 
task." 

Poets and Problems. By George Willis Cooke. 
Boston : Ticknor & Co. 1886. 

MR. COOKE deals with the " prophets," Tenny­
son, Ruskin, and Browning, in their world-and-
time relations. He is not a critic, at least not 
an ordinary professional critic. For that genus, 
" the vultures seeking only to satisfy their hun­
ger by the task of their pens," he has "l i t t le 
other than feelings of contempt," both for itself 
and for ' ' the methods by which it contrives to 
live." He himself is quite a different creature. 
" I enjoy the pages of Browning at the same time 
I enjoy those of Tennyson " ; because, it seems, 
he seeks " t o give them the sympathetic appre­
ciation they demand." " I am of the opinion," 
he adds, " that this is the first and highest quality 
in the critic ; and if he does not possess it, he is 
wholly unworthy the name." An inference as to 
Mr.Ccoke'srighttobearthename, in his own judg­
ment, is easily made. He says, further, of his own 
endowment, that his " essays will everywhere be­
tray my incapacity for finding the faults of the 
authors of whom I have written." This sentence 
appears to be a slip of humDity. To quote at 
random, he says later on that " ' Maud' betrays 
Tennyson's incapacity for plot and structural 
creative power." We pass the Mohawk English 
of this to note that " the defects of ' Maud' re­
appear in 'The Princess'"; that " Arthur is an 
unreal person in the Idyls"; that Ruskin is "no t 
always a true guide to.the technical interpreta­
tion of a r t " ; that he "misread the life of Tur­
ner" ; that he is "petulant," "complaining," 
"querulous," "wrong-headed," " wilful," "qui te 
out of the way of what is simple and sensible," 
" too much a sentimentalist," " a social fanatic." -
Browning is " of ten wanting in artistic beauty 
and finish"; "delights in parentheses, an abomi­
nation " ; " a s a poet he can afford us little plea­
sure in his more thoughtful poems"; " he ' wrote 
Greek in shorthand,'" and " the criticism is justly 
made," etc. Mr. Cooke wrote better than he 
knew ; in fact, as his essays, which have the dif-
fuseness of sermons, are the reproduction of the 
current general criticism, he could riot easily eix-
clude " the defects" of the three "prophets." 
The special mark of his book, however, is its 
relating the poetic work of these men to a tran­
scendental pseudo-pantheisin, which is the latest 
hybrid birth of science and philosophy. This, 
too, is at second-hand—a consideration which we 
mention not as a fault, but as a fact. The per-, 
sonal and original element he gives us lies in the 
tone of his " sympathetic " laudation. He writes 
of Ruskin, for example, as one " whose eyes are 
set with tender ravishment on all the deeds of 
men." Picture i t ! But the critic, one must re-
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member, "holds his author at arm's-length, and 
scrutinizes him as he would a fossil"; and the 
idea of a fossil gazing at any thing with "tender 
ravishment"! Again, he says of Browning: 
"Wi th an eye keen for facts, like Darwin's, he 
unites a subtle instinct for truth, like Kant's, and 
Daiite's high-soaring imagination"; but again, 
too, one recollects that the critic is " too of ten of 
a cold Rud analytic mind." Mr. Cooke may rest 
in quiet: he is not a critic ; no one will ever 
charge him witb any worse fault than sermon­
izing. 

The White Horses of the West of England. 
With Notices of some other Ancient Turf-
monuments. By the Rev. W. C. Plenderleath, 
M.A., Rector of Cherhill, Wilts. London: 
Alfred Russell Smith. 1886. 

As f&r as seems to be known, delineations in turf 
are, at least for Europe, confined to Great Bri­
tain, and, almost exclusively, to the southern 
part of the kingdom; only a single specimen of 
them having been discovered in Scotland, and 
none at all in Ireland. One of these tracings, 
cut, in some immemorial age, on the decliyity of 
a chalk hill at Whiteleaf, in Buckinghamshire, 
has the form of a cross, measuring .55 feet high, 
supported by a triangular base 340 feet in width, 
and 175 feet in elevation. Of human figm'ts de­
picted on hillsides there are two instances. One 
of these, speculatively referred to a date anterior 
to A'. D. 600, is to be seen near Corne Abbas, in 
Dorsetshire. It represents a naked man, with a 
club in his right hand, and covers nearly an acre 
of ground. Whether it commemorates the Saxon 
god Heil is an open question with antiquaries. 
Its sole brother in the land is the Long Man, so 
called, at Wilmington, in Sussex. This figure 
has its arms partly extended, and holds in each 
hand a staff reaching to the level of its feet. Its 
height is 240 feet; and its extreme width, from 
hand to hand, is 148 feet. In 1874 it was re­
touched, to the effect of rendering it more perma­
nent and more easily discernible, at the expense 
of the Duke of Devonshire, on one of whose do­
mains It stands. 

Much more noticeable than. these, however, 
among the English turf-monumeuts, are the pic-
turings of horses, all of which, except a red 
horse in Warwickshire, giving its naine to the 
Vale of'Red Horse, are white. The most ancient 

of.these, the Uffington Horse, in Berkshire, and 
the horse on Bratton HiU, near Westbury, WUts, 
lie each in close proximity to a reputed Danish 
camp, and are traditionally associated with sig­
nal successes achieved against the Danes, by 
King Alfred, in A. D. 871 and 878, respectively. 
The Uflington Horse, which exhibits the fantastic 
peculiarity of having a bird's head, measures 3.55 
feet from the nose to the tail, and 120 feet from 
the ear to the hoof. Of the festivities connected 
with the periodical cleanings of it a full account 
is given in Mr. Hughes's ' Scouring of the White 
Horse.' The Bratton Hill Horse, which was de­
stroyed in 1778, yielded, in dimensions, to its 
prototype at Uflington, in being only 100 feet 
long; but its existing successor, designed in 18.53, 
has a length of 175 feet, with height in due pro­
portion. Other horses are found at Cherhvll, and 
likewise near Marlborough, as well as elsewhere. 
These, however, are all of them of recent datoi 
For their history, and also for ample details re­
garding the older horses, accompanied with a 
profusion of relevant antiquarian lore; the read­
er must be referred to Mr. Plenderleath's curious 
and researchful monograph. 

Old Salem. By Eleanor Putnam. Edited by 
Arlo Bates. Boston: Houghton, Mifllin & Co, 
1886. 

NOT a few of our readers, probably, will remem­
ber a short series of charming papers in the At-
lantic not long ago, upon the cupboards and shops 
of Salem, and upon a "dame-school" there, which 
were distinguished by simplicity and freshness of 
touch, and seemed really to have absorbed into 
their sentiment the not too oppressive odor of an­
tiquity wliich still lingers' about the streets and 
wharves of the sleepy city. It would be difficult 
to vprite about "Old Salem" without entertain­
ment; but the aut'ior of these papers had so deli-
.cateatouch, so womanly a tenderness for associa­
tions, and yet humor and fancy, and alertness in 
cabching the. artistic outhnes of character, to. 
gether with such loving acquaintance with the 
scene, that the pictures of "Old Salem" which 
she promised would have been a rare treat. Of 
these but one new one,and that a fragment, is add­
ed to those already published—a sketch, "My 
Cousin the Captain." The thin volume which is 
thus made is a kind of memorial given to the pub­
lic by her husband. The author died before she 

had got fairly into the work of reminiscence 
which she had proposed, and one reads the relics 
of her literary life with a regret that th'ey should 
be so scanty, and with a somewhat saddened ap­
preciation of their delightfulness. 
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SOME NEW SCHOOL BOOKS 
PUBLISHED BY 

Henry Holt ^ Co. 

CLARK'S PRACTICAL RHETO­
RIC. 

(Ready soon.) 
Its main source of inspiration was an attempt 

to work Herbert Spencer's ' Philosophy of Style' 
in the classroom, the result of which was the ac­
cumulation of a body of rules which adapt tKe 
principles of that incomparable treatise to actual 
work with untrained students. The exercises, 
which are a leading feature, are treated some­
what after the manner of Abbott's ' How to Write 
Clearly.' 

ARTHUR, BARNES & COUL­
TER'S PLANT DISSECTION. 

13mo, 256 pp.," $1.50. 
A guide to the systematic study of a few typi­

cal-plants. The chapter on each plant is divided 

into three parts : I. Preliminary matter, telling 
where to find the specimens and how to prepare 
them for study. II. Laboratory work, with ex­
plicit directions for careful examination of the 
plants. III . Annotations, which aim to explain 
points that for any reason the student cannot 
clear up for himself. 

REMSEN'S CHEMISTRY. 

13mo, 389 pp., $1.50. 

A book for beginners. Instead of presenting a 
large number of facts, and thus overburdening 
the student's mind, it treats a smaller number 
than is usual in elementary courses in this sci­
ence; but selects such substances and such phe­
nomena as seem best suited to give insight into 
the nature of chemical action. The method fol­
lowed is purely inductive, and, wherever expe­
rience has shown it to be practicable, truths are 
drawn out by questions rather than fuUy stated. 
Unlike other elementary works, it defers the dis­
cussion of theories till the principles of the sci­
ence are thoroughly.taught. • 

GOODELL'S THE GREEK IN 
ENGLISH. 

(HEADY SOON.) 
The Greek element of English in conversation 

and especially in literature carries many of the 
key-words to the thought, and he to whom these 
key-words are not alive with meaning is at a 
great disadvantage. And yet mere dictionaries 
or etymological handbooks alone cannot give 
what is wanted. The words in their Greek form 
and with some fragment of their Greek associa­
tions, must become somewhat familiar before 
one can be sensible of that grasp of their English 
derivatives which will enable one to use those de­
rivatives correctly and fearlessly. The Greek 
vocabulary surviving in English can be so pre­
sented in a sort of Greek primer, with its relations 
to English so pointed out that even young pupils 
wiU find the study far from dull. And this is 
just what this book aims to do. It is not intended 
to lessen the number of those who shall enter on a 
full course of study in the Greek language, but it 
is rather hoped that it may increase that number. 

- Henry Bolt {S.Co.''snew educational catalogue, 
•which contains full descriptions of these and 
other new and forthcoming books, will be sent 
free on application 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


