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sides, if greater competition were to reduce the
wages to a plane more consonant with the pay of

skilled female labor, the present demand for:

" domestic service would be vastly increased. If

*“hired help” could be hired for half what it
now costs (and at that rate it would be well
remunerated in comparison with other employ-
ments), a host of families, especially in the

- country, would keep servants who now feel

.

it impossible so to do. There is not a
particle of doubt that, at the ruling rates,
tens of thousands “of women can easily
find places. There is as little doubt that
at smaller but still good wages the number of
women who could secure employment in the
kitchen under.comfortable éonditions, exceeds
the whole number of workingwomen in New
York whose misery is periodically set forth by
the newspapers. In other words, this misery
might practically beended by the victims them-
selves, if they would only give up trying to

‘make a living at dying rates in overcrowded

" industries, and enter a field where they are sure

of steady work at good pay. )

And yet, incredible as it seems, it is strictly
true that, if the alternative were presented to
these women, ninety-nine out of a hundred of
them would decide to keep on in their present
distress rather than enjoy comfort as domestic
servants in the country—since it is in the coun-
try that the opportunities for such employment
must largely be sought. The 7ribune printed

- the other day a plaintive note from a lady in a

Connecticut village, which jis worth quoting
because it so concisely expresses the situation :
¢ Is there any way by which peo%le living in the
country can secure good, reliable help? We see
advertisements by those who say they will live in
the city or country, out I find that none of them
renily will go to the country, while there are
plenty of places that good women could obtain
where they would receive good wages and steady
homes.”
Anybody who has lived long in the country
knows how truthful this picture is. Even if
one can get & woman to do housework in the
summer, it is more likely than not that she
will insist upon running back to the city as
soon as cold weather comes on, and taking her
chances for the winter there. .

The unwillingness—nay, the point-blank re-
fusal—of poorly-paid workingwomen in New
York city to take well-paid employment as do-
mestic servants in the country, is the chief cause
of the distress which prevails among them.
The remedy is in their own hands, and yet
they refuse to apply it. Ina large proportion
of cases the sole reason is because they would
rather starve in the city than have plenty to eat
in the country ; because they would rather en-
dure intoierable ills in a metropolis than enjoy
comfort in a quiet town ; because they would
rather catch glimpses of the luxury of the rich
in a great centre than live in a village where

nobody is rich and nobody poor; because they .

would rather go hungry and cold amid the
excitements of urban life than be well fed and
well housed in a community which leads a
humdrum existence. '

As for the prejudice against domestic service
which keeps so many women out of it, there is
nothing to be said in the way of argument.
The simple facts about such service are that it
is " perfectly respectable, thoroughly comfort-
able, and exceptionally well paid. A young
'woman has aright to refuse employment under

such excellent conditions, and instead try io "

make a living ina factory or shop where she can
earn only $3 or $4 a week, " But after mak-
ing this choice she has no right to complain
because she does not fare well, nor have
‘philanthropists any right to invoke the pub-
lic sympathy in her behalf. It is charged
that thousands of women go to the bad
in New York every year because they can-
not support life on the wages paid factory
hands, sewing-women, and shop-girls. But
the woman who, on the plea that she cannot
earn a living by her needle, enters a brothel
because she has a prejudice against entering a
kitchen, is a woman who merits no sympathy.
The folly of the talk now so current with
half-baked writers on the labor problem can
hardly be more forcibly demonstrated than by
contrasting their theories with the facts in this
particular department of industry., They
point out that workingwomen in New York get
wages thatare not sufficient to liveupon, whilein
their immediate neighborhood are people who
are very wealthy, and they insist that a great
social problem is here staring at us for solu-
tion. So they start off on a wild-goose chase
for some legislative remedy which will assure
these women good wages, and very likely be-
come captivated with the idea that Henry
George’s nostrum would secure first-class pay
for everybody. All the time the solution of
the problem is right under their noses—let the
women abandon overcrowded and poorly-paid
industries for an employment in which they
can get ‘good wages and live well. So long
as the workingwomen prefer misery in the
city to comfort in the country, and starvation
wages in the factory or shop to good pay in
the kitchen, it is they, and not society, who
must be held responsible for their misery.

Correspondence.

THE EASTPORT COLLECTORSHIP.

To taE EDITOR OF THE NATION :

* SIR: As a former Republican who voted for
Cleveland, and has, not always without difficalty,
defended him ever since against bitterest attacks

of Republican friends, may I protest most’

earnestly against the change just announced in
the Collectorship at this port ¢ The present offi-

.cer, Mr. N. B, Nutt, has held the position, with a

slight interval, through several administrations,

with never a whisper against either the integrity.

or the ability of his service. Rather the accu-
racy and perfection of his reportshave been, as I
learn, probably quite exceptional throughout the
range of .the service in the United States. With
clear head and careful judgmént he has perform-
ed his duties, often (at this particular post) of a
delicate and perplexing nature, and has been, 1f
my informant's impression is correct, repeatedly
consulted by the Department at Washington and
called upon for technical information or opinion.

Was it necessary that such a man, looked up to
by the whole community as a leader in all good
activities, and whose official services must gain
inefficiency with every added year of experience
—could it be necessary that such a public servant
should be supplanted by anybody, however per-
-sonally worthy? - And, it may be added, if the
unwise policy of protection is still the law of the
land, is it not better that it should be administer-
ed by a thorough believer in it, as Mr. Nutt is,
than by a member of the party whose one pro-

fessed distinctive doctrine looks to an essential
change in that policy? : )

The positive suffering such dismissals may work
is seen in this instance, where families, already
more or less crippled by the recent terrible con-
flagration here, will be left without support
through the local ‘“ clean sweep ™ no doubt to fol-
low.

It will be hard to bear the reproaches of

“friends instancing this as an example of the *‘civil~

service reform of this Administration.” It is
such things as these that strain the allegiance of
the Independents who voted for Cleveland. Al
we can do is to fall back on the many grand
things he has done, and the many, many things
which, in spite of awful pressure, he has not
done. We must comfort ourselves with the re-
flection that about all the solid gains to civil-
service reform, as well as practical illustrations
of it, have come since the beginning of this
Administration. But oh, why these unnecessary
blots and backslidings ! One Higgins, as a poli-
tical handle for reproach, outweighs a score of
Pearsons. It is a grand thing that our Collector
here has been undisturbed to this moment, and
it -ought to make Republicans. thoughtful who
reflect that it would have been almost inconceiv-
able had a Republican administration succeeded
a Democratic one a year ago ; but why disturb
him at all, if not for cause ? Was.it for this we
elected Cleveland? It is such things as these
that make the judicious grieve, and tempt the
Independents, Hannibal-like, to register an oath
not only of eternal hatred and warfare against
the whole spoils system, but also, if the Demo-
cratic party, too, is to prove false to the great
refcrm, then to form a new party on that main
issue.—Respectfully yours, H. D. CATLIN.
EASTI,’ORT, ME., November 18, 188(_3.

MINNESOTA AND TARIFF REFORM.

To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION : -
SiR: In your issue of the 11th inst. you placed

- Minnesota in the Republican column for 1888.

The Democrats of the State feel that the results
of the late election justify them in claiming the
State as at least doubtful in case the Democracy
stand squarely for tariff reform in their national
platform.

The late Democratic State Convention placed
the following plank in their platform : -,

‘“ That in national matters there should be a
thorough and complete tariff reform. . . .
Justice and sound policy alike dictate that the
tools of the laborer and the mechanic, the raw
materials of the manufacturer, the implements of
the farmer, and all things necessary for the life,
comfort, and enjoyment of the people, should not
be excluded from our markets or enhanced in
price by taxes imposed upon them for the profit:
of protected millions.” . :

To sbow the Republican position on the tariff
question in Minnesota, we quote the Minneapolis
Tribune, the leading Republican paper of the
State, The Tribune, a month before election,
said : . ) .

‘* The Republican Congressional candidates this
fall are more nearly in accord with the Republi-
can party of the country than in times past. Not
more than one of the five, the 7ribune believes,
will, if elected, vote with the Democratic Con-
gressmen on tariff questions. . . It is evident
that Republicanism is be:oming more robust in
Minnesota, and that it will in good time endorse
completely the policy of a protective tariff, as the
Third and Fourth Districts have done.”

The election resulted in three of the four can-
didates who **would not vote with the Democrats
on tariff questions” being defeated by heavy
majorities—Wilson, in the First District, having
over 3,000 majority; McDonald, in the Third Dis-
trict, about 1,500 majority; and Rice, in the
Fourth District, over 5,000 more votes than Gil-
fillan, the protectionist member of the present
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Congress. The only protectionist in the delegation
to the Fiftieth Congress is Lind of this, the Second
District. He was elected by a greatly diminished
majority, and would undoubtedly have been de-
feated had it not been for the 11,000 Republican
majority in the district. The Register of this
city is the leading Republican organ in the south-
western portion of the State, and all through the
campaign advocated protective tariffs. In its
issue of the 11th instant we noticed the following
paragraph: ‘“The Republican party leaders in
the West must get down from their high-tariff
horse or else bury their party.” )

We venture to say that in the election of Rice,
‘Wilson, and McDonald the cause of tariff reform
has achieved a most glorious victory.

© J. A, NOWELL.

MANKATO, MINN., November 17, 1886.

'WHAT PROTECTION DOES FOR THE
IRON MINERS.

N .
To reEE EprTtoR OoF THE NATION ;

Sir: Wiile the” Eastern and the Western Ore
Associatioas are endeavoring to have the Treasu-
ry Department recede from its recent decision in
regard to the tariff on imported iron ore, it is of
interest to workingmen to know what ‘‘ protec-
tion” has done for their advantage in the State
of Pennsylvania in the iron-ore business. The
following figures are from the annual report of
the Pennsylvania Bureau of Industrial Statistics,
which was issued Jast month:

Average Wages
Average Number ————r—
Year. Num. Hands. Days Worked, Week. g’
1885......... 2,0 235 3:4: 06 80 S
1884......... 2,428 215 5.00

Tons of ore mined: In 1885, 811,709 ; in 1884, 829, 011

" The year 1885 was one of the worst ever expe-
rienced in the Pennsylvania ore-mining business.
The average includes the wages of a number of
boys, whose pay was forty-eiglit or fifty centsa
day; but, after making allowance for these, the
men’s pay will not average 1 a day.

In this connection the United States Census
figures for the ‘* boom ” year 1880 may be quoted.
In round numbers, a total force of’ 32,000 men
employed in mining iron ore in the United States
earned $301 for the year’s work, This is also less
than $1 a day.

The idle season°with these workmgmen is the
winter, when freezing cold closes navigation, and
makes it unprofitable to attempt to work most of
the mines. The cold also greatly reduces the
chances of the miner toeke outa decent living by

finding other work while the mines are closed. It

is hard to believe that these underpaid miners can
be made to think that they are benefited and

¢ protected ” by the tariff. —Yours truly, B.
PITTSBURGH, November 16.

BRIBERY AT ELECTIONS.
To tHE EDITOR OF THE NATION :

‘Sir: Your article on * Bribery in Elections” is
timely. This is certainly one of the monstrous
evils of the day. The number of those who are
ready to barter the *‘ glorious privilege of citi-
zenship” for filthy lucre iz steadily increasing.
The supply of venal voters fully keeps pace with
the growing demand. In this matter there ara
no hopes of our being able to persuade men to be
virtuous so long ag we permit them to be tempt-
ed. Would it not bs well, then; to try and re-
move the temptation? At all events, might we
not devise some metbod by which this large
amount of capital could be saved for the benefit
of the whole comraunity instead of being squan-
" dered on the least worthy class?

With much diffidence I am about to propose a
method which seems worthy of careful considera-
tion. It is a method not without the authority of
classic precedent. It is related by Gibbon that

the Praetorian Guards, after the murder of Per-
tinax, offeréd the Roman Empire for sale at auc-
tion to the highest bidder. Let us, then, turn
our pqlling-places into auction-rooms ; let us
turn our inspectors of elections into vendue-mas-
ters ; and let us knock down all the offices to the
men who are willing to pay the highest price in
brand-new In-God-we-trust silver dollars. Let
the business be transacted openly and above
board, not, as it is nos, secretly and in the dark,

1t 1s commonly reported that a young gentle-
man paid $7,000 for the privilege of sitting one
year in the Assembly at Albany, with a salary of
$1,500. Iam informed, on good authority, that
in a town not a thousand miles from here there is
held by former supervisors a list of 200 mercenary
voters in-a total registry of about 600. The me-
thod we propose would save the honor of the vast
army of men who sell their manhood; angi it
would also furnish a large amount of -money—
probably from $50,000,000 to $100,080.000 a year
—to defray the expenses of government. We
submit it to the judgment of all candid persons.
1s not our plan far more practicable than Henry
George’s scheme for the nationalization of land?
Is it not at least fully as sound and statesman-
like as Mr. Blaine’s project, by which he pro-
posed that the national Government should be-
come a broker to transact business for the indi-

vidual States? JoEN W. GARDNER.
NortoN HILL, N. Y., November 17, 1886.

LOCAL EDUCATION OF THE INDIANS,

To Ttae Eprror OF THE NATION :

Sir: The recommendation to abandon the task
of educating Indian boys and girls in the East
gives great satisfaction to all Indians and most
whites on the reservations. I speak more par-
ticularly of the Sioux reservation, where I have
lived for many years. ‘

That Indians cannot be educated is not true.
‘We have men who are.college graduates, and
women who have bezen thoroughly taught. There
is a large number of young people who have had
a common-school education and can read and
write and speak ¥nglish fluently. Two whole
tribes have become self-supporting in the last
four years, and have adopted the habits of civil-
ized life, while there are many more who are
working in this direction. Indian ministers and
teachers abound, and are doing excellent work,
and almost all these are home-bred. The desire
for education is general among the wildest. They
are, however, in favor of home and opposed to
foreign‘schools.

Their reasons are worthy of respectful con-
sideration.

» First, so many d1e who are sent East. That
many die cannot be denied, although when in ill-
health they have been sent home, and so the
school has been saved the odium of their dying
there. Itisnot a question of comparison. The
death of one child sent by force to the East

should outweigh infinitely the death of a dozen |

who go of their own accord, and at their parents’
desire, to a reservation school.

The second is, that as good and better work
can be done in the West. Teachers of Eastern
schools have told me that they could not do more
‘for the children than we were doing in schools
like St. John's, Cheyenne River Agency.

*The third is, that there is all the difference be-
tween the two that there is between a plant of
native growth and one transplanted. Results
show that our home-bred children can take care
of themselves after leaving school, while the fo-
réign bred are far inferior in quality, and need
the copstant and anxious coddling of the authori-
ties.

The demoralizing influences of camp-life are ra-
pidly becoming a fiction. Through the efforts

-der him an accessory,

both of agents and of missionaries a healthy
growth of the older peopleis apparent, and where
our best work is being done the people are a set of
peaceable farmers. The dances, conjurings, and

.wild customs have entirely ceased. What is more,

there is no drinking, profanity, rowdyism, nor
Sabbath-breaking. There may be demoralizing
influences around the settlement of white people
called an agency, but the influences are from the
white and not the Indian element.

Educational work should be done inday schools,
mission and Government boarding schools, on the
reservation, and perhaps higher teaching in our
frontier towns. If exceptional cases need a better
training, it would be betterfor such te be sent
alone to some white institution of learning in the
East or West, where one Indian is entirely sur-
rounded by white influences. We have done this
with the best results. HENRY SWIFT.

AN ETHICAL PROBLEM.
To TEE EDITOR OF THE NATION:

SIr: I beg to submit to you a question in Ap-
plied Kthics—a question which often has puzzled
me, and which to many others among your read-
ers may also appear as a very difficult one. But
let me first state a case which recently occurred
in my neighborhood. A man lost his life in an
unfortunate accident. Heavy weights of iron
and of timber had fallen upon. him, some of his
limbs and of his ribs had been broken, the lungs
and other inner parts had been cut into. The
man was not killed instantly; he suffered inde-
scribable pains from eleven in tbe forenoon till
six in the evening, when he finally died. Butfor
a number of hours after the accident had hap-
pened he had remained fully conscious.

It being impossible to save the man’s life,
would it not have been permissible to the attend-
ing physician, aye,would it not have been the duty

‘of the same, to ease the sufferer’s last moments

by—let us utter the word—by applying a drop
of strong poison, or a spark of electricity, or any
other method whereby a more rapid advance-
ment of the final death would have been accele-
rated? Could such a physician be declared guilty
of murder before a criminal court? Could or
would physicians, or teachers of religion and of
morals, or teachers of criminal law, condemn
such doings as immoral and inadmissible?
Respectfully, F.
NOVEMBER 17, 1856.

[ Weappend the medical view of this problem,
as stated in the last number of the New York
Medical Journal.—ED. NATION.]

MURDER AS A MEDICINAL AGENT.

A newspaper item from Illinois, recounting the
death of a child from supposed hydrophobia, states
that *‘ some months ago a boy in the same neigh-
borhood had hydrophobia, and be was mercitully
smothered with a pillow. Preparations were
made to give Dalsy-the same relief, but the
spasms suddenly ceased.” A similar instaricé of
therapeutic homicide was reported last sum-
mer from the northern part of the State, and
there is some reason to fear that in many
rural regions a barbarous practice, not un-
common in past generations, finds sarviving
advocacy, not only among the ruastic popu-
lace, but.even with some practitioners of
medicine. To say nothing ot the difficulties of
diagnosis which migtt lead to the occasional
smothering of simplv hysterical patients, ic may
pnot be amiss to intimate that the law draws an
arbitrary line beyond which the killing of pa-
tients becomes wiltul murder, and even the tacit
assent of a physician, or his subsequent condona-
tion of the intentional taking of life, would ren-
Despite the emotional
argument which holas it us a doctor’s bighest
duty to pmnleas]y put an end to his clients when
his prognosis 1s hopeless, the fact that a‘person is
certain to die of disease is not acceptable as a
valid excuse for killing him or her by adven-
titious means. :
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'ANGLO-SAXON EXTRADITION
TREATY.

To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION :

SIr: Is there any excuse for the state of things
existing through the imperfections of the extra-
dition treaties between civilized nations? What
objection could be made, for instance, to a treaty
between the United States and Great Britain
which should consist of these two simple provi-
sions—(1) that the treaty shall include all acts
which are punishable by the laws of both coun-
tries, political offences being excepted; and (2)
that the treaty shall cohtinue in force only while
each of the contracting parties shall keep in force
a statute declaring that in any prosecution for an
act not pumshable by the laws of the country
from which the defendant was brought, it shall

" be a good defence that the accused has not, since
his extradition, been set free, and so remamed
for thirty days continuously ?

BEVERLY WRIGHT.

AN

BosTON, November 19, 1888,

A BILL OF PARTICULARS RENDERED.
To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION :

- S1R: In response o an article in your paper of
November 11, entitled ‘“A Bill of Particulars
Needed,” I venture to suggest the following as
tangible and particular grievances of the work-
ing portion of the community.

(L.) The existing system of taxation is such a
grievance, for the following reasons. Of that

“part of it known as the tariff it may be said that:

(a.) It is for the benefit of special classes.

(b.) It is excessive,

(c.) It limits the opportunities of employment;
and, as a consequence,

(@.) It lowers the rate of wages.

The weight of taxation is made to fall on the
necessaries and commoner luxuries of life, rather
than on realized property—in a word, on the
poor and not on the rich. Free trade, heavy pro-
bate duties on large bequests, and & graduated
income tax, increasing the rate'per cent. in pro-
portion to the amount of the income, would be
changes helptul to the mass of the population.

{2.) A second grievance is, the approved and
legalized methods of business. To be specific,
Mr. A or corporation B has, by force of circum-
stances, control of the labor of say 1,000 men.
The theory of the law is, that if they do not like
their employer’s terims, they can work for them-
selves or sell their service in some other market.
The actual fact is, that in a multitude of cases

there are no alternatives to the employer’s terms |

but starvation or the poor-house. The case is
substantially that of the rack-rented Irish tenant.
The tenant could not benefit-himself by his legal
rights of free contract, but the law was obliged
to recognize and enforce his equitable claims to
a'place on the face of the earth and a fair pro-
portion of the products of his labor. In regard
to the Irish'tenant and his landlord, the Ameri-
can public is pretty well agreed that this princi-
ple is right, but it seems to have no thought of
applying it to American mines, factories, and
railroads, Without regard to the equities of the
case, it allows an employer to make all he can
from the labor of his workmen, and. to pay them
the Jowest rate hunger compels them to accept.
The profit-and-loss account .may show -unmis-
takably that the work of each man on the ave-
rage is worth to the concern $1,000, $1,500, or
$2,000; and the wages account may show as un-
mistakably that the average wages are $400,$600,
or $800, yet there is no tribunal, such as that pro-
vided by Gladstone’s Irish Land Bill, to which
an appeal can be made for a more equitab]e divi-
sion of the products of the common labor. Capi-
tal and labor here are as much business partners
as landlord and tenant in Ireland, yet the law re-

foresight.

cognizes only the partnership interests of the
senior member of the firm. If his capital is as-
sailed by violence, the law is prompt and ener-
getic in defence; but a coal, or a lumber, or

" arailroad king may at any time, for a personal

advantage or a mere caprice, suddenly deprive a
multitude of men of their means of livelihood, or
may systematically harass and half starve them,
and no court will entertain a suit of complaint.
Look at the coal owners of Pennsylvania and the
wages paid their miners, and say if it 1s not true.

(3) Is it too vague a statement for ‘‘a bill of
particulars” to say that public opinion approves
of *demand-and-cupply ” wages, and that the
Church feebly and inaudibly protests against
them; that it rarely or never translates its con-
tral doctrine, Do unto others as ye “would that
they should do unto you, or, Bear ye one an-
other’s burdens, into such practical language as,
Pay your workmen all your business will afford,
or, Think it a theft to pay a man only half what
his work is worth to you ?

To the smaller extent of theu' power the work-
men are often as unjust and unfeeling as their
employers, but their wrong conduct does not al-
ter the fact that great changes must be made in
the laws and in public sentiment before they will
conform to those Christian ethics that all men
now profess to approve, before that finer spirit of
justice which is called benevolence makes life to
the mass of workmen not a weary struggle for
existence, but a fair opportunity for growth and
enJoyment —Respectfully,

CHARLES W. PEARSON,

EVANSTON, ILL,, November 15, 1886.

[(1.) Mr. Pearson appears to have forgotten
that what we called for was a list of the griev-
ances of workingmen as suech—that is, of
manual laborers for wages—which were capable
of remedy by legislation, The tariff orthe gene-
ral system of taxation is not such a grievance,
because it affects all classes—farmers, lawyers,
teachers, and doctors—as well as workingmen.
‘We'should think it very absurd if the farmers,

-as a protest against the badness of the tariff,

shoul1 separate theselves from the rest of the
community and organize ‘as a cfass hostile or
semi-hostile to the other classes.

(2.) Mr. Pearson has again forgotten that his
bill of particulars must specify not wrongs or
hardships simply, but “wrongs.or hardships
capable of remedy by legislation. Hashe ever
known anybody who passed into control of

the labor of 1,000 men by ‘ force of circum-.

stances ”? Ability to employ labor means
the possession of money. Has he become pos-
sessed of money by force of circumstances,
and does he know any one who has ? Pos-
session of money comes in ninety nine cases
out of one hundred through force of chaxracter
—that is, indusiry, frugality, sagacity, and
Is he prepared to enact a law pro-
viding for the regulation of wages.in factories
and mines ? If so, to whom shall the work be
intrusted ; and on what force will he rely to
keep capitalists in the business, after the con-
trol of the business in its most essential fea-
ture has been taken out of their hands, and
given to politicians elected, say, annually ?
Suppose a factory, after being managed in the
Georgeite way, were to fail, and the laborers left
to ‘‘starvation or the poor-house.” Would
anybody be compelled to provide them with a
new factory and good wages, and if so, who?
If, moreover, the factories were not doing

well, would it not be mecessary to raise the’

of all the mines, factorics, and railroads?
him consider for a moment the condition of .

prices of these goods by law, and compel
people to purchase them so as to keep trade
lively? Moreover, the analogy with the Irish
land legislation is misleading. That legisla-
tion gives the tenant greater control over  his
farm, but it does not involve the Government
in the work of superintending his mode of
farming. - The_ case would be par'allel' if the
Government, after ousting the landlords, were
to becomea general landlord itself, and under-
took to see that every farmer in Ireland
kept bis farm in good condition. People of -
the Georgeite persuasion are constantly sug-
gesting changes in the social organization
which, whether ' desirable or undesirable,
involve additions to the work of public
administration such as the world has never
seen, or any branch of the human race ever
even attempted, and they fail to tell us where
the capacity nccessary for them is to be
found. Is it possible that Mr. Pecarson has
never thought out the mode in which he
would provide for the State superintendence
Let

New York manufactures it they were con-
trolled by the Board of Aldermen. Does he
seriously suppose that the men who have money
in them would leave it there for one month?—
Ep. NaTION.]

WHAT CONGREGATIONALISTS SAY THEY
BELIEVE. <

To THE Epitor oF THE NATION :

Sir: Allow me, as a matter of historiéal accu-~
racy, to give my authority for the statements-
made in the Nation of November ¢4 with regard
to what Congregationalists profess to believe,
called by your other correspondent, the Rev, Mr,
Parker, ‘“noteworthy mistakes.”

(1.) As to the source of information. Though
born and bred in one of the old Puritan Cougre-
gational churches, and almost learning my alpha-
bet from its ¢ Assembly’s Catechism,” I did not
rely on that for my knowledge, but'on ¢ The Offi-
cial Record of the National Congregational Coun-
cil Held in Boston in 1865, This Council was
composed of the representatives, as declared by
itself, of nearly three thousand churches; and as
such, to quote its own words, was *‘ competent to_
testify in the form of a confession what system
of doctrines is received and maintained in the
churches which it represents” (see p. 50)—mauni-
festly a very different body as to authority from
Mr. Parker’s hypothetical board of ‘‘house-
holders.”

(2.) As to the exact language used in its Decla-’
ration of Faith. It is, as adopted in the old Ply-
mouth burial-ground, and then carefully amend-
ed the next day in Boston :

‘ Standing by the rock where the Pllgnms set
foot on these shores, upon the spot where they

.worshipped God. and among the graves of the

early generations, we, elders and messengers of
the Congregational Churches of the United States

in National Council assembled—like them ac-
knowledging no rule of faith but the word of

God—do now declare our adherence to the faith
and order of the apostolic and primitive churches
held by our tathers, and substantially as em-
bodied in the confessions and platforms which
our Synods of 1648 and 1680 [declared by the
Council, see p. 31, to be in doctrine almost identi-
cal with that of the Westminster Assembly], set
forth or reaffirmed. We declare that the ex-
perience of the nezrly two and a half centuries
which have elapsed since the memorable day
when our sires founded here a Christian Com-
monwealth, with all the development of new
forms of error since their times, has only deep-
ened our confidence in the-faith and polity of -
those fathers. We bless God for the inkeritance
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of these doctrines. We invoke the help of the
Divine Redeemer that through the presence of
the promised Comforter he will enable us o
transmit them in purity to our children * (Offi-
cial Report, p. 153)—

language, surely, which is ample justification of
my statement that * it declared almost unani-
mously its adherence to the old Puritan Confes-
sion of Faith based on the Westminster Confes-
sion, and first adopted in this country in 1648.”
8.} As to whether the declaration was formal-
ly and officially made, or whether, as Mr. Parker
. says, it was ‘‘an informal and general statement
of their personal beliefsat the time.” The history
of its adoption is as follows: First, there were
two successive committees officially chosen ‘¢ to
consider the propriety of submitting to the Coun-
cil a declaration of. the common faith of our
churches.” The reports made by these commit-
tzes were fully discussed at a regular meeting of
the Council on the seventh day of its sessions,
‘after which, to give the matter especial solemnity,
the Council adjourned till the next day and to
the old Plymouth burial-ground. In this hal-
lowed spot, with all possible seriousness and for-
mality, the report quoted above was adopted ; and
thea the next day, at another regular session in
Boston, and at an hour previously set apart for
its consideration, it was again brought up, care-
fully amended as to its phraseology, and, to quote
the exact words of the official report, was ** so-
lemnly reaffirmed and ﬁnally adopted by a rising
vote, 1n connection with prayer and ths singing
of ¢ My faith looks up to Thee’and the Doxzology »
—only one person, the Rev. George Allen, pro-
testing against it.. /Lt a declaration thus solemnly
and repeatedly adopted by- the representatives
of nearly 3,000 Congregational churches” was
‘“‘an informal and general statement of personal
beliefs,”, and only a ‘Boston declaration,” it
would be interesting to know what is the Rev.
Mr., Parker’s idea of a formal and particular
statement and of a national declaration.
_ .(4) With regard to the existence of ** Congre-
gational churches,” not ‘‘church” (the word
“chuarch” is Dr. Withrow’s, quoted by yoar cor-
respondent hinself, not mine), and with regard
to the use of ‘‘the present, not future tense’ in
the declaration, both ‘are used, the Council
praying that *‘ we may be enabled to transmit
them—these doctrines—in purity to our chil-
dren,” and promising that *‘ with them we will
carry the Gospel into every part of our land, and
with them we will go into all the world,” evi-
dently meaning that they were declaring the
settled, permanent beliefs of Congregationalism.
It is indeed true that *at St. Louis, in 1880, a

committee of twenty-five was appointed to frame -

a new confession of faith ”; but as two different
ones were framed, both of which have been se-
verely criticised, and neither of which has ever
been acted upon by any Congregational Council,
the one adopted in 1865 remains as the latest
official statement of Congregational beliefs.

(5.) Mr. Parker’s request to name some one
“living Comgregatioval seminary, professor, pa-
per, or niinister ” who holds the special doctrine
of the old confession *“that all the heathen
perish,” is entirely futile, for what weight would
such a single instance have, either on the one side
or the other, as compared with the formally de-
clared adherence to it of the representatives of
nearly 3,000 Congregational churches, most of

them still living 2 Moreover, if no one holds now

to such a belief—as Mr, Parker intimates—then,
in the name of common sense, what is all this
pother in the religious world about, all this
struggle in the ‘‘ American Board?” and at Des
Moines against sending out missionaries to the
heathen who believe there will be a chance for
" them not to ‘“perish” in the world to come ?
- 'With a real difference of.belief between the com-

batants on this point, the fight, to outsiders,
seems foolish enough; but with only a Pick-
wickian difference between them, with only a
‘“‘never” and a ‘‘hardly ever,” the eloguence,
learning, logic, and piety brought to bear on the
subject are, surely, an exhibition of opéra bouffe
which surpasses anything ever pat on the dra-
matic or even on the political stage. K.

THE PERSISTENCE OF PROVINCIALISMS.
To THE EDITOR OF THE NATION:

S1r: In reading a good many recent newspa-
per letters from different persons in one of our
Southern cities, descriptive of late events there,
I was struck with the continual occurrence of the
Southern use of will for shall and would for
should ; especially in conditional sentences such
as, * If so and so happens, we will find that he,”
etc.; or, “If so and so should happen, we would
find that he,” ete.

Let me hasten to explain that I am not one of
those schoolmasterly people who are made wretch-
ed by other people’s expressing their ideas in their
own way. On the contrary, [ am quite in sym-
pathy with a person, nearly related to me, who be-
gan his ccllege teaching with shocking ard sad-
dening a whole faculty, by printing the opinion
that ““it is me” is very pretty English in certain
connections. I have never been able to feel that
we shall either be saved; or not saved by the or-
thodoxy of our philology or our grammar. The
most important thing seems to me to be that our
knowledge of philology should not involve our
ignorance of literature, and that our neighbor’s
grammar should not hinder our getting his ideas.
In the letters referred to, there was certainly
much that was admirable for vividness and
truth of description. N

But the persistence in certain localities of dis-
tinct peculiarities or ‘‘ errors” of speech is note-
worthy, and becomes quite interessing when we
reflect that these merely superficial and unim-

portant idiosycrasies are doubtless accompanied.

by a multitude of deeper-seated charactéristics,
equally persistent, and persisting from the same
cause. Opinions and points of view are geo-
graphical as well as dialects. When you hear
the peculiar use of will and would, to which I
have referred, you can predict with some cer-
tainty how the speaker will be found to feel on
the question of public school vs. private school,
or as to the co-education of the sexes. As when
you hear the prominent final » of a particalar
section of the Middle West (not a trill, but a
heavy sound made with the flat of the tongue, as
in watuR) you are enabled to give a shrewd
guess as to the speaker’s view of loyalty to the
grand old party, and of the candidacy of
that blatherskite (himselt an example, by
the way, of a very persistent provincialism).

The cause, as we all know, of these local pecu-
liarities of speech, as well as of: opinion and pre-
judice, lies in the being more or less shut up to
local influences exclusively., Whether or not it
could be shown that human influences decrease
in power exactly as the square, or the cube, of
the distance at which they act, it is certain that
there is some such remarkable inverse relation.
Just as truly as the illusion of the vanishing per-
spective constantly imposes on the intelligence,
$0 the diminished potency of human influences
constantly cheats and stunts the character, We
are all the time moulded, in Spite of us, by forces
close at hand. We reach out after books from
England, and Russia, and Assyria, but in the
meantime it is the local newspaper that does for
us. While we are frying our best to push oub
and widen our circle, the circle itself seems elas-
tic, and forcibly narrows in upon us. It begins
in childhood. First the family industriously
works to bedge in the child ; then the little vil-

lage clamps itself around himn. ‘The managers of
the schools select the worst of the competing text-
books, on the ground thatit was prepared nearest
home. They even pass a rule that no teacher shall
be brought in from abroad so long as there isa
home-made candidate. Thus in every way our
views, instzad of being renewed and enlightened
from outside sources, are continually bred * in and
in.” The State of California has even goue so far
in this belittiing and mind-pinching policy as to
have prohibited the use of school-books from
other sources, such as those written by some of
the foremost scientists, historians, and scholars,
directing the Board of Education to * cause to
be prepared,” made, and sold texi-books for
their own use. Presently we shall have some
distant State forbidding the importation of Shak-
spere, and undertaking by legislative enactment
to produce him on the spot from local talent,

It is certainly a curious pbenomenon that a pe-
culiar use of an auxiliary verb should have such
adhesive power as to remain for generations in
the South, resisting the all but universal usage as
found in other modern English written speech.
Does it not go far to prove that the distant, even
when brought from the distance in the sbape of
books, has little effect upon us as compared with
the near ? E. R. S.
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APROPOS OF HORSESHOE CRABS.

To THE EpiTorR oF THE NATION :

Sir: Mr. H, W, Turner refers in your last to
the Limulus alleged to have been found off San
Francisco Bay last summer, but which was not,
so far as I have been able to find out, submitted
to uny naturalist for determination, and is the’
first recorded instance of the occurrence of Limu-
lus 'on the west coast of America. Thereis a

Limulus in Jupan. The waters of Alaska belong

in many respects to a different faunal srea from
that represented about the Farallomes near San )
Francisco.

It is of the highest importance to know whether
the Japanese Limulus, like many other animals,
reappears on our western coast; or whether the
San Francisco ‘specithen was transplanted in its
young state with Eastern oysters—like our com-
mon soft-shelled clam, now the chief mollusk of
the San Francisco markets, .but formerly un-
known there. It would also be of great interest
to know if one or the other, and which, reaches
the shores of Alaska —Yours respectfully,

REVIEWER.

Notes.

J. B. LiprincorT CoO. have in press the ‘ Recita-
tions’ of Mrs. James Brown Potter; ¢ A Signal
Success,” by Mrs. M. J. Coston, whose work is
not a novel,but a bit of autobiography in connec-
tion with her invention of the Coston signallight;
and ‘Modern Idols,’ biographical and ecritical
studies, mostly of contemporary writers, by Wm.
Henry Thorne.

The managers of Lippincott’s Magazine an-
nounce a narrative poem by Miss Rose Elizabeth
Cleveland, to appear in the January issue of that
magazine, It is called ‘‘The Dilemma of the
Nineteenth Certury.”

‘Years of Experience’ is the title of an auto-
biographical work by Mrs. Georgiana Bruce Kir-
by, one of the later members of the Brook Farm
Association in 1844-46. The reminiscences of her
acquaintance there and subseguently in some of
the philanthropic movements of the time promise
to be of no little interest. The volume will be
published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons. ’

Cassell & Co. have in press a holiday edition of




