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very skilfully and entertainlcgly given. This is 
followed by chapters on archery, flshingj boat
building and sailing, camping, swimming, photo
graphing, etc. , and ending with a capital accomit 
of a base-ball game, in which the science of effec
tive pitching is taught. These are by different 
writers, as.Charles L. Norton, D. C. Beard, W. 
L. Alden, and others, who uniformly show great 
cleverness in their explanations and directions ; 
those on boat-building and ice-sailing, by Mr. 
Norton, especially being models of accurate and 
simple description. The illustrations are aU ad
mirable, and some are of great beauty. The 
greater part of this book has already appeared 
in St. Nicholas, but some chapters are entirely 
new. 

'The Little Master' (Boston : Lee & Shepard), 
by J. T. Trowbridge, recites the struggles of a 
young teacher to secure discipline in a country 
district-school. It is interesting, no doubt, but 
does not leave a pleasant impression on the read
er's mind. 

It is a relief to turn from the sensational inci
dents, the slang, and the vulgarity which charac
terize too many of the children's books of the 
present time, to the late Mrs. J . H. Ewing's ' A 
Flatiron for a Farthing' (Boston: Roberts Bros.). 
She displays a wonderful insight into the work
ings of the mind of a lonely and fanciful boy, and 
it is hard to realize that the work is fiction and 
not an autobiography. The other characters, the 
nurse and the rector especially, are exceedingly 
well drawn. The story is true to life, also, in 
the sudden transitions from grave to gay, and 
the humor of some passages is only equalled by 
the tender pathos of others. There is a delicate 
charm about it which wiU, no doubt, be more 
perceptible to the old than to the young, but no 
boy or girl can read it without being the better 
for the pure atmosphere which it breathes, as 
well as the gentle life which it pictures. 

'Inglenook Stories' (B. P. Dutton & Co.), by 
Mrf. Stanley Leathes, are four in number, sim
ply told, and charmingly illustrated with pic
tures by M. Erwin. 

Emigrant Life in Kansas. By Percy Gr. Eb-
butt. London: Swan Sonnenschein & Co.; 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 

THB author of this book left England when a child 
bu"; ten years old, and came to this country with 
his father and brother. They were emigrants 
for Davis County, Kansas, and their aim was to 
engage in farming and cattle-raising. The histo
ry of the first six or seven years of their life in the 
"West,is told by Mr. Ebbutt with fidelity and 
clearness. He has not wilfully misrepresented, 
we imagine, though an occasional error is notice
able in his statement of facts. The basis of the 
survey, for instance, which divides the land into 
ranges and townships is not the intersection of 
two lines at the centre of the State; nor is it true, 
without reservation, that small grain, such as 
wheat and oats,will grow better than will Indian 
corn on sod—that is, the first breaking. 

But Mr. Ebbutt's errors are al ways unimpor
tant. His book is absolutely real and honest. 
The impression which it gives of the homestead
er's life is a true one, and the simplicity and 
plainness of the narrative are refreshing. There 
is no eifort to form an opinion for the reader; 
there is just the record of the writer's observa
tions and experiences during the most impres
sionable period of his life. There results a genu
ine picture of a phase of American life concern
ing which people east of the Mississippi have but 
a vague conception. No small number of per
sons in the United States have never heard of sod 
houses; but of the also large number who not on
ly have heard of them and realize that the home
steaders in Kansas and Nebraska live in them, 

but have even seen them from the window of a 
palace car, how few reaUy appreciate their part 
in the social economy of the growing West, or 
can fancy the sort of existence which their occu
pants lead. A perusal of Mr. Ebbutt's book will 
help to fuller knowledge in this direction.. One 
may gain, too, some idea of the rapidity with 
which the West is just now being developed, es
pecially if he is given to understand that Davis 
County is already among the thickly settled coim-
ties of the State. I t would amuse a farmer, even 
out by the Colorado line, to read the chapter on 
harvesting. ' ' The grain was aU cut by machines; 
one never see's a reaping-hook out there. It 
requires about six men to keep up with a'ma
chine. " The reaper that requires about six men 
to do the binding is now nearly as obsolete as the 
reaping-hook; and the self-binder, driven by one 
of the boys or the " old woman," leaves the bun
dles cut and tied and ready for the shock. 

There is every now and then in the book a pa
ragraph of natural history, which reads like a 
school-boy's essay, enumerating the different 
kinds of trees. Mr. Ebbutt would be surprised to 
know that the devil's darning-needle or snake 
feeder, which he seems to think a strange insect, 
is only the dragon-fly, and that he might have 
learned this from a writer as. far away from ento
mology as Archbishop Trench. 

The Age of Electricity, from Amber-Soul to Tele
phone. By Park Benjamin, Ph.D. Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 1886. 

" T H I S little work," we are told in the preface, 
" is not a technical treatise, nor is it addressed in 
any wise to the professional electrician." It will 
doubtless find readers among those who are with
out time or Inclination for serious study of the 
subject, but wish, to be what is called " well in
formed " upon scientific topics of the day—a con
dition liable to become what Charles Kingsley 
describes as " knowing a little of everything and 
knowing it all ill " Mr. Benjamin's book is gos
sipy, entertaining,.and superficial. Its delicate 
parlor flavor suggests as a fitting title for it, ' The 
Ladies' Handbook of Electricity.' The author 
avoids practical detail, and dilutes the informa
tion he gives with humorous comments, anec
dotes, and poetry. 

The first four chapters relate to early experi
ments and discoveries, and those following, re
spectively, to the galvanic battery, the electro
magnet, the dynamo-electric machine, the elec
tric light, electromotors, electrolysis, the tele
graph, the telephone, the induction coil, and mis
cellaneous applications of electricity. A better 
arrangement would place consecutively such re
lated subjects as dynamos and motors, the galva
nic battery and electrolysis; and the explanation 
of the induction coil might well precede the re
ferences to it in chapters xi and xii. 

The descriptions are for the most part clearly 
given, especially in treating of principles and 
simple types of applications, where the ground 
gone over is frequently summarized—a valuable 
help to beginners. It seems, however, rather an 
unnecessary resort to primary-class blackboard 
methods to present outs illustrating, respectively, 
the magnet and the unresponsive silver churn of 
"Patience," and the reciprocal action in the case 
of an iron churn ! On the other hand, the author 
sometimes sacrifices clearness'to brevity, notably 
in his description of Prof. Jenkins's telpherage 
circuit, which is faulty and"insufficient, and, but 
for the Illustrations, would be wholly unintelligi
ble to the class of readers addressed. 

In reference to the telephone, the author's pro
mised endeavor " to state facts, without partisan 
color," is not particularly successful. Opinion, 
like murder, " will our," as is illustrated in the 
rather hj'sterical statement in the preface, that 

" the present telephone war . . . is fast be-' 
coming . . . a national issue involving the 
rights of the people against corporate monopoly, 
and perhaps also in some degree the integrity of 
our patent system." " Again; the index accords to 
Mr. BeU, as to Reis, the title to " telephonic in
vestigations " only, while Drawbaugh is credited 
with "inventions" in the same hue. Another 
straw which serves as an opinion-^ane is on pages 
294-5, where it is said of Mr. Bell that, " just as 
Reis had done before him and the inventor of the 
phonautograph before Reis, he made a hollow 
tube [!] and covered one end with a piece of 
membrane. The apparatus as Mr. Bell says he 
made it Is represented in Fig. 123. . . . Un
fortunately, when he caused the instruments to 
be made, they would not operate. He says he 
' knew from theory that the articulation was 
there,' but there is obviously a wide difference be
tween knowing the presence of a thing by theory 
and producing it. This was the condition of af
fairs when . . . the monopoly of a great pub
lic need fell into the (hands of" Mr. Bell. The 
courts, with information before them similar to 
that open to Mr. Benjamin, have arrived at a 
different conclusion. 

Among the many engravings, we recognize, be
sides those acknowledged in the preface as taken 
from Niaudet's work, several from Desohanel's 
' Electricity and Magnetism,'and others (although 
on a smaller scale here) from Thomson's ' Dyna
mo-Electric Machinery.' In addition to the 
smaller cuts are five full-page illustrations. The 
typography is good, with the exception of two or 
three mistakes in reference-numbers, and the 
book is attractively bound. 

Oenius in Sunshine and Shadow. By Maturin 
M. Ballou. Boston: Ticknor & Co. 1887. 

THIS is a volume of what might be called the 
'' chit-chat" of a reader with a good memory and 
a standard English library. It is a rambling 
collection, or rather mental drifting together, of 
the facts of literary, artistic, or dramatic lives, 
as they are viewed under certain lights. To il
lustrate: the earlier divisions—there is no table 
of contents or chapter-heading—tell what noted 
men or women rose from what poor employ
ments or unfavorable conditions; what stimu
lants such and such persons used, and what idio
syncrasies of dress or surroundings such and such 
required before sitting down to write, or whether 

' this one rode horseback or that one walked out-
of-doors when composing; and so the volume 
wanders on through a twice-told tale of gossipy 
library-talk. It has not the dignity of Disraeli,^ 
or any of the interesting writers of the sort of 
composition it seems to aim at, because it has not 
the virtue of research, or the qiiahty of literary 
intimacy and revelation, or the sense of per
sonality which a talker ought to give to his 
words. But the author confesses that he had no 
purpose in view, and merely gives these notes to 
the world at the request of his publisher. 
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HAVE NOW BEADY. 

I. THE OLD ORDER CHANGES. 
A story. By W. H. Mallock, au thor of ' I s Life 
Wor th Living T ' The New Republic, ' etc. Vol
ume X X . in the " T B A N S A T L A N T I O S E R I E S . " 

lOmo, cloth Sl.OO ; paper, 50 cts. 
" The story is one of the Socialistic politics o t 

our t ime, and in it, in addition to several more or 
less well-known figures, Mr. Mallock has in t ro
duced Lord Lyt ton—Lord Arden—who is some
wha t cruelly made to play the par t of a foil; Mr. 
Herbe r t Spencer, who is a mere la.y figure labelled 
a Theistic philosopher; and Mr, Hyndman, who, 
unde r the name of Mr. Foreman, is perhaps the 
most conspicuous person in t h e book."—Fall 
Mall Gazelle. 

ALSO, FBESB ISSUES OP THE EARLIER 
WORKS OF THIS CLBFJSB WRITER. 
" I S LIFE W O K r H L I V I N G ? " ISmo, cloth, 

$1.50. 
" The au tho r wri tes vigorously and malies a 

' s t rong case for the alfirmati ve to his quest ion." 
— Chicago Tribune. 
SOCIAL EQUALITY. A Study In a Missing 

Science. 12mo, cloth, $1.00. 
" The work of a clear aad' logical thinker , 
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" Those who a re lntere.»ted in social ques

tions will be well repaid (or whatever t ime 
they may spend on this book."—JV". Y. Nation. 
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TURY. In the Transatlantic Series. 16mo, 
cloth, 81.00; paper, 50 cents . 
" The motive Is admirable—the influence of 

love iQ developing the religious Instinct in two 
lovers, and m purifying the character ; and 
upon this idea the au tho r has wrough t with re
markable depth of though t and s t rength of 
delineation."—JV. Y. Tribune. 

II. 'CHIVALRIC DAYS AND 
Y O U T H F U L DEEDS. By E .S . Brooks, au thor 
o t ' Historic Boys.' 8vo, fully i l lustrated, cloth 
ext ra , $a.00. 

Stirr ing stories, present ing faithful pictures of 
historic t imes. 

HI. THE ROMANCES OF CHI-
V A L R Y . The Legends and Tradit ions of Sir 
Isumbras , Sir Degori, Sir Bevis o t Hampton,-
The Squyr of Lowfe Dcgre, Valent ine and Or
son, Guy of Warwick, etc , etc . By J o h n Ash-
tonr A- Umiled Ulter-press edition, with fifty 
Illustrations in facs imle of' old-time originals. 
Octavo, cloth ex t ra , gilt t op , $5.00. 

IV. HUMOROUS MASTER-
PIECES FROM AMERICAN L I T E R A T U R E . 
Compiled by Edward T. Mason. Three volumes, 
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from the Essayists.'' Cloth, neat, $3.75 ; cloth 
ex t ra , gilt top, $4.50. The following authors 
are represented : Alcott , Aiden, Aldrich, Bald
win, Beecher, Bellamy, Browne, Bunner , But
ler, Cable, Cavazze, Clemmens, Cone, Cozzens, 
Crane, Curtis, Dodge, Dunning, Hale, Harr is , 
Har te , Hawthorne , Holmes, Howe, Howells, 
I rv ing, Johnson, Lanigan, Leland, Lowell, 
Ludlow, McDowell, Mathews, Qgden, Phelps, 
Quincy, Roche, Saxe, Spoffotd, Stockton, 
Stowe, Thorpe, Trowbridge, and Warner . 

*»* P u t n a m ' s new catalogue, 133 pages, forward
ed upon application. 
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