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very skilfully and entertainirgly given. This is
followed by chapters on archery, fishing, boat-
building and sailing, camping, swimming, photo-
graphing,etc., and ending with a capital account
of a base-ball game, in which the science of effec-
tive pitching is taught. These are by different
writers, as.Charles L. Norton, D. C. Beard, W,
L. Alden, and others, who uniformly show great
cleverness in their explanations and directions ;
those on boat-building and ice-sailing, by Mr.
Norton, especially being models of accurate and
simple description. The illustrations are all ad-
mirable, and some are of great beauty. The
greater part of this book has already appeared
in St. Nicholas, but some chapters are entirely
new. ’

¢The Little Master® (Boston : Lee & Shepard),
by J. T. Trowbridge, recites the struggles of a
young teacher to secure discipline in a country
district-school. It is interesting, no doubt, but
does not leave a pleasant impression on the read-
er’s mind.

It is a relief to turn from the sensatlona] inci-
dents, the slang, and the vulgarity which charac-
terize too many of the children’s books of the
present time, to the late Mrs, J, H. Ewing's ‘ A
Fiatiron for a Farthing’ (Boston: Roberts Bros.).
She displays a wonderful insight into the work-
ings of the mind of a lonely and fanciful boy, and
it is hard to realize that the work is fiction and

- not an antobiography. The other characters, the
nurse and the rector especially, are exceedingly
well drawn., The story is true to life, also, in
the sudden transitions from grave to gay, and
the humor of some passages is only equalled by
the tender pathos of others. There is a delicate
charm about it which will, no doubt, be more
perceptible to the old than to the young, but no
boy or girl can read it without being the better
for the pure atmosphere which it breathes, as
well as the gentle life which it pictures.

¢ Inglenook Stories’ (E. P. Dutton & Co.), by
Mr¢, Stanley Leathes, are four in number, sim-
ply told, and charmingiy lllustra.ted Wlth pic-
tures by M. Erwin,

Emigrant Life in Kansas. By Percy G. Eb-
butt. London: Swan Sonnenschein & Co.;
Pniladelphia: J, B. Lippincott Co.

THE author of this book left England when a child
but ten years old, and came to this country with
his father and brother. They were emigrants
for Davis County, Kansas, and their aim was to
engage in farming and cattle-raising. The histo-
ry of the first s1x or seven years of their life in the
West is told by Mr. Ebbutt with fidelity and
clearness. He has not wilfully misrepresented,
we imagine, though an occasional error is notice-
able in his statement of facts. The basis of the
survey, for instance, which divides the land into
ranges and townships is not the intersection of
two lines at the centre of the State; nor is it true,
without reservation, that small grain, such as
wheat and oats,will grow better than will Indian
corn on sod—that is, the first breaking.

But Mr. Ebbutt’s errors are always unimpor-
tant, Mis book is absolutely real and honest.
The impression which it gives of the homestead-

" er’s life is a true one, and the simplicity and
plainness of the narrative are refreshing. There
is no effort to form an opinion for the reader;
there is just the record of the writer’s observa-
tions and experiences during the most impres-
sionable period of his life, There results a genu-
ine picture 6f a phase of American life concern-
ing which people east of the Mississippi have but
a vague conception. No small number of per-
sons in the United States have never heard of sod
houses; but of the also large number who not on-
ly have heard of them and realize that the home-
steaders in Kansas and Nebraska live in them,

f

. of an iron churn !

- color,” is not particularly successful,

but have even seen.them from the window of a
palace car, how few really appreciate their part
in the social economy of the growing West, or
can fancy the sort of existence which their occu-
pants lead. A perusal of Mr. Ebbutt’s book will
help to fuller knowledge in this direction.. One
may gain, too, some idea of the rapidity with
which the West is just now being developed, es-
pecially if he is given to understand that Davis
County is already among the thickly settled coun-
ties of the State. It would amuse a farmer, even

‘out by the Colorado line, to read the chapter on

harvesting. ‘‘The grain was all cut by machines;
one never sees a reaping-hook out there. It
requires about six men to keep up with a-ma-
chine.” The reaper that requires about six men
to do the binding is now nearly as obsolete as the
reaping-hook; and the self-binder, driven by one
of the boys or the ‘ old woman,” leaves the bun-
dles cut and tied and ready for the shock.

There is every now and then in the book a pa-
ragraph of natural history, which reads like a
school-boy’s essay, enumerating the different
kinds of trees. Mr., Ebbutt would be surprised to
know that the devil’s darning-needle or snake
feeder, which he seems to think a strange insect,
is only the dragon-fly, and that he might have
learned this from a writer as, far away from ento-
mology as Archbishop Trench.

The Age of Electricity, from Amber-Soul to Tele-
phone. By Park Benjamin, Ph.D. Charles
Scribner’s Sons. 1886,

“THis little work,” we are told in the preface,
“‘js not a technical treatise, nor is it addressed in
any wise to the professional electrician.” It will
doubtless find readers among those who are with-
out time or Inclination for serious study of the
subject, but wish.to be what is called ‘ well in-
formed ” upon scientific topics of the day—a con-
dition liable to become what Charles Kingsley
describes as ‘ knowing a little of everything and
knowing it all ill.” Mr. Benjawmin’s book is gos-
sipy, entertaining,.and superficial. Its delicate
parlor flavorsuggests as a fitting title for it, ‘ The
Ladies’ Handbook of Electricity.” The author
avoids practical detail, and dilutes the informa-
tion he gives with -humorous comments, anec-
dotes, and poetry.

The first four chapters relate to early experi-
ménts and discoveries, and those following, re-
spectively, to the galvanic battery, the electro-
magnet, the dynamo-electric machine, the elec-
tric light, electromotors, electrolysis, the tele-
graph, the telephone, the induction coil, and mis-
cellaneous applications of electricity. A better
arrangement would place consecutively such re-
lated subjects as dynamos and motors, the galva-
nic battery and electrolysis; and the explanation
of the induction coil might well precede the re-
ferences to 1t in chapters xi and xii.

The descriptions are for the most part clearly
given, especially in treating of principles and
simple types of applications, where the ground

‘gone over is frequently summarized—a valuable

help to beginners. It seems, however, rather an
unnecessary resort to primary-class blackboard
methods to present cutsillustrating, respectively,
the magnet and the uunresponsivesilver churn of
¢ Patience,” and the reciprocal action in the case
On the other hand, the author
sometimes sacrifices clearness“to brévity, notably
in his description of Prof. Jenkins's telpherage

" circuit, which is faulty and insufficient, and, but

for the illustrations, would be wholly unintelligi-

' ble to the class of readers addressed.

. In reference to the telephone, the author’s pro-
mised endeavor * to state facts, without partisan
Opinion,
like murder, ¢ will out,” as is illustrated in the
rather hysterical statement in the preface, that

- made it Is represented in Fig. 122. .

‘‘the present telephone war is fast be-’
coming . a national issue involving the
rights of the people against corporate monopoly,
and perhaps also in some degree the integrity of
our patent system.” - Again; the index accords to
Mr. Bell, as to Reis, the title to ‘ telephonic in-
vestigations ” only, while Drawbaugh is credited
with “inventions” in the same line. Amnother
straw which serves as an opinion-vane is on pages
294-5, where it'is said of Mr. Bell that, ¢ just as
Reis had done before him and the inventor of the
phonautograph before Reis, he made a hollow
tube [1] and covered one end with a piece of
membrane, The apparatus as Mr, Bell says he
Un-
fortunately, when he caused the instruments to
be made, they would not operate. He says he
‘knew from theory that the articulation ‘was
there,’ but there is obviously a wide difference be-
tween knowing the presence of a thing by theory
and producing it. This was the condition of af-
fairs when . . the monopoly-of a great pub-
lic need fell into the lhands of” Mr, Bell. The
courts, with information before them similar to
that open to Mr. Benjamin, have arrived at a
different conclusion.

Among the many engravings, we recognize, be-
sides those acknowledged in the preface as taken
from Niaudet's work, several from Deschanel's
¢ Electricity and Magnetism,’ and others (although
on a smaller scale here) from Thomson’s Dyna-
mo-Electric Machinery.! In addition to the
smaller cuts are five full-page illustrations. The
typography is good, with the exception of two or
three mistakes in reference-numbers, and the
book is attractively bound.

Genius in Sunshine and Shadow. By Maturin
M. Ballon. Boston: Ticknor & Co. 1887.

THIS is' a volume of what might be ‘called the
¢ chit-chat” of a reader with a good memory and
a standard English library. It is a rambling
collection, or rather mental drifting together, of

“the facts of literary, artistic, or dramatic lives,

as they are viewed under certain lights. To il-
lustrate: the earlier divisions—there is no table
of contents or chapter-heading—tell what noted
men or women rose from what poor employ-
ments or unfavorable conditions; what stimu-
lants such and such persons used, and what idic--
syncrasies of dress or surroundings such and such
required before sitting down to write, or whether

"this one rode horseback or that one walked out-
‘of-doors when composing; and so the volume

wanders on through a twice-told tale of gossipy

‘library-talk. It has not the dignity of Disraeli,
‘or any of the interesting writers of the sort of

composition it seems to aim at, because it has not
the virtue of research, or the quahty of literary
mtlmacy and revelatlon or the sense of per-
sonality which a talker ought to give ‘to his
words. But the author confesses that he had no
purpose in view, and merely gives these notes to
the world at the request of his publisher.

BOOKS OF THE WEEK.

:Abbot, Willis J. . Blue Jackets of '61: A Histog) of the

Navy In the War of Secession. Illustrated. $

Ashton, J. Romances of Chivalry, Told and Illustrated
in Facsimile. G. P. Putham’s Sons. $5.00.

Baird, Prof. H. M. The Huguenots aud Henry of Na-
vgrre "With maps. 2 vols, Charles Scribner’s Sons.

Brewer-Laubscher. Ohio Corporations Other than Muni-
cipal, as Authorized by the Old and New Constitutions
and Regulated by Statute. 2d ed., enlarged. Cincin-
nati: Robert Clarke & Co.

Brooks, E.S. Chivalric Days and the Boys and Girls who
Helped to Make Them. b. Putnam’s Sous. $2.00.

Brydges, H. A Fortnight in Heaven: An Unconventional

omance. Henry Holt & Co.

1.25.
C)}Jlampsaur,F Le Cerveau de Parls. Boston: Schoen-

Charles, Emily Thornton. Lyrical Poems, Songs, Pasto-

rals, Rouudelays, ‘War Poems, Madrigals. Philadel-
J. B. Lippincott Co. $2. 00,
Christ!e, R.C. Etienne Dolet. Tradultsous la direction
de P’auteur par C. Stryienski, Boston: Schoenlhof.
Colbeck, C. French Readings from Roman Hisl:ord Mae-
mlllan & Co. .10,



'The N.é,tion.

LNumber 1112

JUST READY.

A FORTNIGHT
HEAVEN.-

An Unco_nventlonal Romance.
By Harold Brydges. 12mo, $1.25.

IN

KLAUS BEWER'S|,

- WIFE. -~

From the Gernan of Paul Lmdau. by CLARA 8.

I'LBISHMAN. 16mo. Leisure Howr Series, $1.00;

Leisure Season Secries, 50 cents.

" THE ROMANCE OF
THE. MOON.

Pen and ink drawings, itlustrating a quaint tale of
the origin of the dew. By J. A. MITCHELL
(the editor of Lif¢). 12mo, iltluminated cover,
$1.00.

Heﬁry Holt & Co.

A NET
SIX = INCOME

FROM DEBENTURES OF THE

FIDELITY LOAN AND TRUST COMPANY
OF STORM LAKE, IOWA. CASH CAPITAL, $100,000.

These are regular coupon bonds, $500 and $1,000 each.
and are issued In serles of $50,000. Each seriés has an
independent mortgage securlty representing over $130,-
000 of finproved Western farm and city property.

A superior investment for Savings and Trust Funds,
_ where safety is the first consideration. Address

WILLIAM G. CLAPP, Treasurer,

7 Nassau St., New York.
THROUGH THE

IN VEST SOUND AND RELIABLE

Western Farm Mortgage Co.”

“F. M. PERKINS, L. H. PERKINS,
President. LAWRENCE, KAN. Secretary. ’
PAID UP CAPITAL, $250,000.00.

The choicest 1st Mortgage Farm Loans, also the Com-
pany’s Ten Years Debentures based upoa its pald up
Capital and Assets of over $650,000. No Losses. Eleven
Years Experience with absolute sutisfaction to over 1,500
Investors. Send for circulars, forms. and full informa-
tion; Branch Offices In N; Y, City and Albany; N.Y.
Office, 137 Broadway. C. C. HINE & 50N, Agents.

Unmounnted Photographs

OF ANCIENT AND MODERN WORKS OF ART,

Embracing reproductions of famous original paintings,

sculpture, architecture, etc.” Price, cabinet size, $1.50 per
dozen. Send10-cent stamp for catalogue and supplement
of over 7,000 subjects ’

SOULE PHOTOGRAPH CO.,

Publishers, 338 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.
Please mention the Nation. i

German Simpliﬁed.

An eminently practlcal new method for learning the.

German languai Edition for self-instruction, in 12
numbers (with keys), at 10 cents each; school edition
{without keys), bound in cloth, $1.25. For sale by all book-
sellers. Sent, postpaid, on recelpt of price, by Prof. A.
Knoﬂach 140 Nassau St., New York. Prospectus free.

OR SALE.—VALUABLE CUAL PRO-

PERTY on Warrior River, Jefferson Co., Ala.. 22

wiles from Birmingham, 16 miles from the great Pratt

mine, and on the Hne of Kansas City, M. & B. R.R.. 1,200

acres developed vein, 5 feet thick, of the best quality.

All particulars of this offering, inviting careful considera-
tion, will be given to resionslble inquirers.

ARENCE GGORDON,
59 Liberty Street, 'New York.

LEE & SHEPARD'S

NEW BOOKS.

FINE GIFT BOOKS:
NATURE'S HALLELUJAH.

From original designs by IRENE E. JEROME, author and
artist of ‘One Year’s Sketch Book,’ ' The Message of
the Bluebird,’ etc. Presented in a serles of nearly fifty
fuil page illustrations (93¢x14 inches) engraved on
wood by GEORGE T. ANDREw. Elegantly bound in
gold cloth, ftull gilt edges, $6.00; Turke morocco,

. $12.005 tree calf, $12.00 ; Spanish calf, $12,00.

UNIFORM WITH

ONE YEAR'SSKETCH BOOK,

- Comprising forty-six full-page plctures. 9%x14 incbes.

Elegantly bound in same styles as * Nature’s Hallelw
jah,” and same prices.

DORA.

By ALFRED TENNYSON, Twenty illustrations by W. L.
TAYLOR, from sketches made in England expressly
for this work eomprlsln%m"mv charming bitsof Eng-
lish landscape and rural life, engraved on wood by
ANDREW. Uniform instyle with Lee and Shepard’s
INustrated Series of Favorite Hymns. Ballads, and
Poems. Cloth, full gilt, gilt edges, $1.50.

NEW NOVELS:

A BOSTON GIRL'S AMBITIONS.

By VIRGINIA F. TOWNSEND. 12mo. Cloth, $1.50. Uniform
with Lee & Shepard’s Serles of the Townsend Novels.
Comprising seven volumes.

THE HOLLAND SERIES.

By VIRGINIA F. TOWNSEND. 12mo.
81.00. Comprising—
* Tm-: DEERINGS OF MEDBURY ”
“ PHE HOLLA\DS
81X IN ALL.®
¢ THE MILLS OF TUXBURY.”

Cloth, per volume

.These four are amon;
and have been out of print for some time.
rately.

.S‘YMPL]C[TY AND FASCINATION.

sold sepa-

Miss TOWNSEND’S best home stories,

By ANNE BEALE, Cloth, $1.00. Regarded by the English-

critics a8 * one of the tinest” modern novels publish-
ed. ‘New edition.

NEW JUVENILES:

ALL TAUT; or, Building the Boal,

OLIVER OPrIC’S LATEST. Cloth, illustrated, $1.25.

Being
the fifth of * The Boat Builders’ Series.”

One of the

most successful series of books this popular author

has written.
J. T. TROWBRIDGE'S NEW BOOK.
THE LITTLE MASTER.
16mo. Cloth. Ilustrated. %1 23. Belng the Fourth of
the popular TiDE MILE STORIES.
YOUNG FOLKS> PICTURES AND ST0-
RIES OF ANIMALS.

By Mis. Saxponry TENNEY. Six vols., boards,
cents net. Each volume complete in itsel
separately. Comprising *Blras,’ * Quadrupeds,’ ¢ Bees
and Other Insects,” ‘ Fishes. and Reptiles,” ¢ Sea Ur-

. glﬁn}s, Star Flshes, "and Corals,” * Sea Shells and River

er vol., 30

The series contains over five hundred illustrations true
to nature, engraved and printed in the best manner. For
supplementary reading in schools, these books are par-
ticularly appropriate.

. OTHER NEW BOOKS:
THE BOOK OF ELOQUENCE.

A Collection of Extracts in Prose and Verse from fhe
most famous orators,and poets. Intended as exer-
cises for declamations in colleges and schools. By
CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER., 12mo, cloth, $1. 50, A
new edltion

THE FAMILY.

An Historical and Scial Study. By Rev. CHARLES F.
THWING and CARRIE F. BUTLER THWING, Cloth, $2,00.

. Rev. Charles F. Thwing, of Cambridge, with the
assistance of his wife, has just completed an original and
deeply interestlng work, *“The Family; An Historical
angd Soclal Study.” The work 1y the first historical and
philosophical study uPon the important subject of di-
vorce and other socia
gencer.

STUDY OF THE ENGLISH CLASSICS.

A practical Handbook for Teachers
BLAISDELL, A.M., hor of ‘Our Bodies,’ ‘HOW ‘to
Keep Well,” ¢ The (,hlld’s Book of Health’ New edi-
tion. Cloth. $1.00net.

PSYCHOLOGY IN EDUCATION.

A Treatise for Parents and Educators
sONS HOPKINs, author of *Handbook of the Earth’
¢ Natural Hlstory Plays,’ ete. 50 cents.

Sold by all booksellers, and sent by mail, postpaid, on
receipt of price. Qurnew catalogue matled free on ap-
plication,

Le,_e and Shepard

Publishers, Boston.

and sold’

1 problems. —C'hrzstmn Intelli--

By ALBERT F..

By Loulsa PAR-’ '

G. P Putnams Sons,

NEW YORK AND LONDON,
HAVE NOW READY.

THE OLD ORDER CHANGES.

A story. By W. H. Mallock, author of *Is Life
Worth Living 2’ * The New Republic,’ etc. Vol-
ume XX. in the ** TRANSATLANTIC SERIES.”
16mo, cloth $1.00; paper, 50 cts.

“ The'story is one of the Socialistic politics ot
our time, and in it, in addition to several more or
less well-known figures, Mr. Mallock hag intro-
duced Lord Lytton—Lord Arden—who is some-
what cruelly made to play the part of a foil; Mr.
‘Herbert Spencer, who is a mere lay figure labelled
a Theistic philosopher; and Mr. Hyndman, who,
under the name of Mr. Foreman, is perhaps the
most conspicuous person in the book.”"—Pall
Mall Gazelte.

ALSO, FRESH ISSUES OF THE EARLIER

WORKS OF THIS CLEVER WRITER.

“ S LIFE WORTH LIVING ?” 12mo, cloth,
$1.50.

** The author writes vigorously and makes a
strong case for the affirmative to hisquestion.”
—-Chicago Tribune.

SOCIAL EQUALITY, ‘A Study in a Missing
Science. 12mo, cloth, $1.00.

*“The work of a clear and logical thinker,
and a forcible and entertaining writer.”—N,
Y. Herald.

PROPERTY AND PROGRESS. A brief n-
quiry into contemporary social agitation in
England. 12mo, cloth, $1.00.

**Those who are interested in social ques-
tions will be well repaid for whatever time
they may spend on this book.”—N. ¥. Natwn.
A ROMANCE OF THE NINETEENTHA CEN-

TURY. Inthe Transatlantic Series. '16mo,

cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

* The motive is admirable—the influence of
love in developing the religious instinct in two
lovers, and 1in purifying the character; and
upon this idea the author has wrought with re-
markable depth of thought and strength ot
delineation.”” —N. Y. Tribune.

IIL°CHIVALRIC DAYS AND

YOUTHFUL DEEDS. By E.S. Brooks, author
of * Historic Boys.’ 8vo, fully illustrated, cloth
extra, $2.00.
stirring stories, presenting faithful pictures of
higtoric times.

[II. THE RO\/IANCES OF CHI

VALRY. The Legends and Traditions of Sir
Isumbrag, Sir Degori, Sivr Bevis of Hampton,
The Squyr of Lowe Degre, Valentine and Or-
gon, Guy of Warwick, etc ;etc. By John Ash-
tou. A lumited lelter-press edition, -with fifty
illustrations in facsim'le of ' old-time originals.
Octavo, cloth extra, gilt top, $5.00.

V. HUMOROUS MASTER-

PIECES FROM AMERICAN LITERATURE.
Compiled by Eaward T. Mason. Three volumes,
16mo, uniform with the *Prose Masterpieces
from the Essayists.' - Cloth, neat, $3.75; cloth
extra, giit top, $4.50. The following authors
are represented : Alcott, Alden, Aldrich, Bald-
win, Beecher, Bellamy, Browne, Bunner, But-
jer, Cable, Cavazze, Clemmens, Cone, Cozzens,
Crane, Curtis, Dodge, Dunning, Hale, Harris,
Harte, Hawthorne, Holmes, Howe, Howells,
Irving, Johnson, Lanigan, Leland, Lowell,
Ludlow, McDowell, Mathews, Ogden, Phelps,
Quincy, Roché, Saxe, Spofford, Stockton,
Stowe, Thorpe, Trowbridge, and Warner. .

** Putnam’s new catalogue, 133 pages, forward-
ed upon application.

G. P. Putnam’s Sons,

27and 29 W. 23d St,, New }(ar/é.



