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The m a n n e r a n d the spir i t of these recollec

t ions a re very k ind ly , wi th the touch~of the gen
tleness a n d h u m a n patience, as well a s of t h e 
t rans forming ' regre t , of old age. One m o r e me
moria l has been added to days 'wh ich wiU long 
re t a in a p lace i n New E n g l a n d h i s t o r y ; a n d If 
a n y one, no t b o r n t o the t r ad i t i on of the pr i 
va teers and the m e r c h a n t m e n of th is coast, has 
a taste for t h e events and aspects of quiet , piCi 
turesque, provincia l life, he canno t find a book 
more p leasant ly a n d r ich ly suggestive, or one 
t h a t wUl lead his fancy m o r e agreeab ly t o t h e 
old days. 

Legends and Popular Tfiles of the-Basque Peo
ple. By M a r i a n a Monteiro. W i t h I l lus t ra 
t ions i n P h o t o g r a v u r e b y H a r o l d Copping. A . 
C. Arms t rong &• Son. 1887.' 8vo, p p . v i , 274. 

T H E t i t le of th i s work is ve ry misleading, for one 
would suppose f rom i t t h a t h e h a d before h i m a 
collection of stories such as a re told by the 
Basque people; The t r u t h is, t h a t t h e authoress 
has dressed u p in a ve ry i in-English g a r b a few 
local t rad i t ions , and t rans la ted a few bal lads of 
doubtful popular i ty . T w o examples wil l show 
the u t t e r worthlessness of t h e book for the stu
dent of popular t radi t ions . One of the mos t com
m o n themes in popixlar ta les is t h a t of a person 
who, overhear ing the secret of a wi tch , l earns the 
means of cur ing a princess who is a t the poin t of 
dea th . A second person, who t r ies to follow t h e 
example of t h e first, is discovered by the wi tch 
a n d t o r n t o pieces. Versions of th i s t h e m e m a y 
be found in Gr imm's " The Two Travel lers " and 
Crane 's ' I t a l i a n Popula r Tales, ' p . 335, and a ge
nu ine Basque version i n R e v . W e n t w o r t h W e b 
ster 's ' Basque Legends, ' p . 66. Now, Mme. 
Montei ro has t aken this t heme , located i t on a 
cer ta in moun ta in in the Basque coun t ry , and 
tu rned i t from a fa i ry ta le in to a t r ad i t i on of the 
neighborhood. W h a t t h e Basque . s tory rea l ly is 
m a y be seen from Webs te r ' s collection or f rom 
Cerquand ' s ' L^gendes e t R^ci ts populaires d u 
Fays Basque, ' P t . iv, p . 48. The o ther case is 
t h a t of t h e legend of Ro land a t Ronoevaux. Mme. 
Montei ro m i g h t easily h a v e g iven some interest
ing popular legends of Roland, who is stUl the 
hero of a romance in the Basque l and (see Cer-
q a a n d , iv , p . 14), b u t she h a s prefer red t o g ive 
a modern , hun t ing adven tu re , t o which t h e le
gend bears the smallest possible relat ion. . • 

Those who wish t o l ea rn something- abou t 
Basque popular l i t e ra tu re will still be obliged to 
look for i t in t h e works above ment ioned , a n d i n 
J . Vinson 's ' LeFo lk -Lore du P a y s Basque . ' Tne 

' r e a d e r i n search of en t e r t a inmen t can spend a 
p leasant hou r over a book t h a t will t r anspo r t h im 
to a fresh locality, and which is full of c h a r m i n g 
poet ic feeling, a l t hough no t a l w a y s expressed in 
very smooth English. The four i l lus t ra t ions b y 
Mr. Copping do no t call for a n y special ment ion 
b y w a y of praise. 

A Practical Rhetoric for Instruction in English 
Composition and Pevision, in Colleges and In
te rmedia te Schools. By J . Sco t t Clark , A.M. , 

" Professor of Rhe tor ic i n t h e College of L ibe ra l 
A r t s , Syracuse Univers i ty . H e n r y Ho l t & Co. 
1886. 

T H E R E is n o s t u d y commonly t a u g h t i n schools 

for which i t is more difficult t o provide a service
able text-book t h a n the much-abused one of rhe
tor ic . The older manuals a r e full of disquisi
tions, no doubt admirable in comprehensive and 
searching criticism of the principles of composi
t ion, bu t unprofitable for t h e g r a d e of pupils 
whom i t is mean t to reach. The failure is the i 
common one which at tends on all a t t emp t s t o 
teach a pract ical a r t by words ins tead of by use 
of the tools ; for the end of rhe tor ic is to ins t ruc t 
pupils how to do something—namely, t o speak 
a n d wri te in proper form—and the older text
books sought to effect th is m a i n l y by elaborate 
and usually, wordy expositions of pas t methods , 
instead of by direct and frui tful pract ice . Of 
la te years rhetorics have been improved by t h e 
insertion in them of pages of examples to be cor
rected, and this is the pr inc ipal ga in t h a t has 
been made. Prof. Clark has adopted this p l an 
on a very extensive scale, and he has also had 
the sense to cut down the disquisition port ion, 
which is largely a m a t t e r of t r ad i t ion , t o reason
able l imits, and has cer ta inly rel ieved i t of i t s 
wors t redundancies. His new text-book Is of 
about the same bulk as the t rad i t iona l one, b u t i t 
includes the whole subject, from punc tua t ion and 
capital izing t o metres , and t r e a t s i t u n d e r t h e 
old heads—Clearness, Pu r i t y , Persuasion, etc. 
The t ex t proper , however, consists of brief, 
clear, and well-worded rules, w i th a n i l lustra
t ive example under each ; a n d each chapte r is 
supplemented b y pages of excellently chosen ex
amples to be corrected, by the appl icat ion of the 
preceding set of rules. The method is ve ry r igor
ously adhered to. The resul t is , w h a t the a u t h o r 
puts upon the tit le-page as the character is t ic de
scription of his text-book, ' A P r a c t i c a l Rheto
r ic , ' and the adjective is well deserved ; for while 
i t contains the rules, i ts object is to ins t ruc t by 
work ing t h e m out, j u s t a s in a r i thmet ic . F o r 
the basis of correct wr i t ing there can be no bet
t e r prepara t ion ; and as to style, o rnament , a n d 
the graces of expression, al l t h a t m a y well b e 
left to the individual 's g rowth in tas te , out of 
which i t mus t come spontaneously, unless i t is 
to be artificial, pretentious, a n d worthless. W e 
cordially recommend the volume to the a t ten t ion 
of teachers. 

Nordafrika im, Lichte der Kulturgeschichte. I n 
gemeiuvers tandhcher Dars te l lung von Gus tav 
Diercks., Munich. 1886. 

SiNOB the conquest of Alger ia b y the French , 
the au thor r emarks in his preface, the in teres t 
of civUized nat ions in the n o r t h e r n coast-lands 
of Africa has constant ly been g rowing , keeping 
pace wi th t h a t enlisted In.colonizing purposes b y 
the g radua l unlocking of t h e u n k n o w n in te r ior 
of the continent , and in commerc ia l enterprises 
b y the opening of wa te r communica t ion be tween 
the Medi ter ranean and the I n d i a n Ocean t h rough 
the Suez Canal . These l a t t e r achievements h a v e 
rendered the possession of the Nor th-Afr ican ter 
ri tories more valuable t h a n ever , and a know
ledge of the i r present condi t ion a n d his tor ical 
development ve ry desirable. Special works on 
Egyp t , ancient or modern , on Car thage , Alge
r ia , etc. , of course, abound ; b u t a connected pic
tu re of the his tory of aU these countr ies , oE then-
advances a n d relapses in t h e course of ages, has 

been wan t ing in genera l l i t e ra tu re , and to sup
ply i t is the a im of th i s book. I t Is no t intended 
t o b e exhaust ive , learned, o r in a n y w a y " d o c 
t r ina i re . " I t means t o g roup the most marked 
events, to poin t ou t salient character is t ics , to il
lus t ra te the successive unfoldings, and especially 
to define clearly t h e la tes t developments . 

This, p lan h a s been s t r ic t ly adhered to, a n d 
ve ry creditiably car r ied out. I n a popular and 
pleasant ly an ima ted manne r , the wr i t e r sketches 
t h e Nor th-Afr ican races in g e n e r a l ; the E g y p t 
of the Pharaohs , i t s cha rac te r and wondrous 
achievements ; the Car thag in ians a n d their s t rug
gles wi th R o m e ; the cul ture of Cyrene and Alex
andr ia , and t h e g rowth of Chris t iani ty , under 
R o m a n sway a n d J ewi sh influences, in the Nile 
l ands ; Vanda l s a n d Byzant ines in the i r contests 
for Christ ianized Ca r thage : the A r a b conquest, 
a n d t h e sway of I s l a m over t h e whole coast, from 
Pelusium to Morocco ; Corsairs and Turks in the 
B a r b a r y Sta tes , a n d the European expedit ions 
aga ins t them, down to che conquests of Algeria 
and Tunis by F r a n c e ; E g y p t unde r Mehemet 
AU a n d his successors, down to Tewfik; and t h e 
present r ival r ies of the E u r o p e a n Powers for 
predominance on the Afr ican coast. The p ic ture 
is exceedingly var ied , b u t i t does not lack un i ty , 
a n d s y m m e t r y is preserved throughout . Cha
r ac t e r s a n d t r a i t s a p t t o s t r ike t h e imagina t ion 
a r e preferably selected, b u t sensationalism is 
avoided, and so is every display of erudition. A 
r ig id abs ten t ion in this r ega rd , coupled wi th 
genera l correctness in w h a t is „ popular ly pre
sented, a lmost d isarms crit icism. The " gemein-
verstaiidliohe Dars te l lung ," however , has here 
and there caused some vague t a lk about con
dit ions of cu l ture , a n d occasionally t ao l ight a 
touch upon g rave mat ters—as, for instance, when 
the au thor . In the beginning of t h e chapter on 
" Chr is t ian i ty a n d Vanda l s , " h in ts , in scan ty 
words , a t the theories der iv ing the origin of the 
Chr i s t ian rel igion f rom t h e speculat ions of the 
Stoics, and "especia l ly of Seneca, who created 
an abs t rac t ideal of a perfect godlike man , whose 
embodiment Je sus so completely appeared t o b e 
t h a t modern cr i t ic ism m i g h t da r e , on this ground, 
t o deny his persona l i ty . " This m a y also serve to 
I l lustrate t h e wide r a n g e of the book. 
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