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ently, and t h a t ' Uncle Tom's Cabin' " wrote it­
self." Mr. Saltus's. literary training and habits" 
of mind serve to increase this impression of ar­
bitrary choice and cool calculation of effects 
and artistic values. ^He is the author of a work 
on the ' Anatomy of Negation,' and has been 
called " a scientific pessimist"—untU one's mind 
refuses to be deceived into taking the story for 
anything more than the ingenious calculation 
of a trained intellect. Yet it purports to be a 
study of passion. 

The author of ' Daddy Dave' explains in her 
preface that the main if not the only incentive 

. in preparing the book for the press was to pay 
a tribute of affection to a faithful and beloved 
famDy servant. This may do well enough; but 
on no other grounds is the existence of the 
sketch justifiable for a moment. It is fragmen­
tary and unfinished to the last degree, and af­
fords one more example of the truth that reali­
ties do not of themselves either create interest 
or make a narrative seem natural. In view of 
the broader and all-important questions which 
were settled by otir civil war, too, one cannot 
avoid a sUght feeling of impatience with the 
sentimental regret in which the author indulges, 
.notwithstanding her reiterated protestations of 
resignation and acquiescence. 

Mrs. Bertron, however, writes her novel for 
its own sake. It is true that it is not a great 
novel, or even an unusually good one; but one 
must admire the evident enthusiasin and ear­
nestness of it. The interest is not concentrated 
enough to sustain itself evenly or sufficiently 
throughout, and one believes that if the author 
had attempted less, she would have accomplish­
ed more. Yet she need have no reason to feel 
discouraged, for there are many points in 
'Edi th ' which indicate the ability as well as 
determination to do good work. 

In order to realize how entirely modern are 
the forms of literature embraced by the novel, it 
is only necessary to caU to mind the number of 
stories which take up in one shape or another 
the study of some phase of religion, and consi­
der it abstractly—merely, that is, as the growth 
of an institution. Mr. Tourgee, who, it is safe 
to surmise, will never write a novel without 
touching on some movement or development of 
the body poUtio, has attempted a very mild and 
inexhaustive study of the origin of Mormonism 
In his tale of ' Button's Inn.' The few pages of 
his preface, however, really contain more on 
this subject than all the rest of the book, and 
without these perhaps many readers would have 
failed to see in the Mormon chapters anything 
more than their bearing on the story. For the 
story of itself really has a genuine and wholesome 
interest, and one follows the fortunes of Dotty 
Button and her two worthy, generous lovers 
with a feeling which grows to be personal and 
warm-hearted. The success in life of the hero 
is not phenomenal nor undeserved, and there is 
no one who has the true American spu-it that 

. • / 

wiU think any the less of him for attempting 
and achieving it. In fact,-the modern spirit all 
over the world considers a man who does not 
want money as materially defective, and would 
vote Plutarch's words in praise of Coriolanus, 
that " i t is the higher accomplishment to use 
money well than arms; but not to need it is more 
noble than to use it," entirely obsolete. 

"What Plutarch would have thought of ' The 
Great Bank Robbery' is more of a mystery 
than the robbery itself was to the detectives. 
Not that the story is particularly remarkable, 
as detective stories go, but that the whole class 
of literature to which it belongs is, in its con­
ception of life and the relations of mankind, so 
entirely modem. Mr. Julian Hawthorne is fit­
ted to make the best out of such material, and 
it is not often that one wiU meet with more 
clever, telling work than his opening chapters 
here. I t is not untU he gets in the midst of 
afl'airs, when facts and art refuse to .go to­
gether without straining, that the true aspect 
of the effort as a concession to popularity be­
comes apparent. It is not much to say of such 
a tale that it is absorbingly interesting, for the 
same may be said of almost every story of a 
similar nature. Yet when that is said, all is 
said, £md perhaps the continually rushed and 
overworked Americans should be thankful for 
anjrthing that can break the tedium of a rail­
way joiu-ney. 

As one- might easily judge from the title, 
' J u l and Jack ' i s alight, superficially written 
novel. It is hastOy constructed, sufficiently 
amusing inasmuch as it is short, and built 
on a plot improbable enough to be striking in 
spite of its triteness. The -love-affair of JOl 
and Jack is quaintly pleasant from the self-
deceit which they both practise; but that of 
Gaston and Miss Morton, which really furnishes 
the mechanism of the story, is too heavily load­
ed therewith to be either natural or entertain­
ing. 

A more delightful satire than the first paper 
of Mr. Benjamin's coUectiou of a yachtsman's 
facts and fancies is, of necessity, rare. The 
hero of the tale, who is a Scotchman and a 

member of Parliament, is shipwrecked on a 
tropical island. After four years of solitude a 
Boston lady, who had become a citizen of New 
York, is sent by fate to be his companion. For 
a.long time they live on terms of the merest 
acquaintanceship, communicating chiefly by 
means of notes. When they have finally fall­
en in love in the most approved fashion, they 
philosophically lay aside their scruples, and, 
changing from Episcopalians to Presbyterians, 
they are married according to the laws of their 
respective States by declaration—notwithstand­
ing the fact that.she has turned out to be his 
deceased wife's sister. In Parliament he had 
often spoken against the bills to allow such mar­
riages. In order to secure their children from 
the danger of dying without the rite of bap­

tism, they at last become Baptists, when they 
feel that they can safely postpone the.rite until 
the children are grown. Nothing else in the. 
book compares with this tale, which, with a sin­
gle exception, is the only one that has not al­
ready been printed in the magazines. 

For a thoroughly depressing novel ' A Game 
of Chance' is to • be recommended. A more 
•vivid portrayal of the ugliness of respectable 
poverty, or a more complete collection of un­
worthy characters, would be, in every respect, 
undesirable. While the picture of Charley Mel­
rose and his unlovely family may be a true 
enough one in its way, it serves no good purpose 
in being painted. Poverty is not necessarily 
degrading; nor is it true that every one who is 
poor, yet who is capable of appreciating the 
benefits of wealth, is]continually longing after 
the fleshpots, and resisting but faintly the 
temptation to speculate and rob. 
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