)

198 .

- The Nation.

_the developing solution without allowing this to

touchuthe back of the print. An under-printed
proof must be left longer, but the object should
be to keep the image as much on the surface of
the paper as possible, - .

A Course of Elemeniary Practical Histology.
By William Fearnley. Pp. xi, 363, 45 figs.
Macmillan.& Co. 1887. :

- THERE exists no work in any language which de-
scribes and figures the fine or histological structure
of all-the organs and tissues of the buman body,
nor is there any work which gives the methods
especially applicable for the investigation of this
subject. Following K¢lliker, works which purport
to be humaun histology give figures and descrip-
tions.of structures from man, fish, frog, rabbit,
dog, or some other animal the name of which is
sometimes not given. The inevitable impression
upon the mind of the student is, that if he knows

the structure of any tissue or organ in fish, frog,"

or other vertebrate, he knows the structure of the
corresponding organ or part in man, That this
is true in a very general sense is not denied, but
no one knows more surely than the morphologist
that there is a marked individuality in the histo-
logical as well as in the gross structure of the ani-
mals forming the great groups. The book or
books which should bring out clearly the histolo-

. gical structure of one entire animal and describe

the ‘necessary methods of study, would be wel-
comed by the large and constantly increasing
-body of teachers and students of human and com-

” parative anatomy who realize that exact know-

ledge of one animal in its entirety forms the best
and safest standard of comparison. To all such
the present work will be disappointing, for it is
in line with the numerous guides that have pre-
ceded it, including directions for the study of ob-
jects from the yeast plant up to man. It hasno
definite aim, but is designed for medical students
and others who care to study histology and can
afford the necessary apparatus and material,

It is divided into two parts—1, the theory and
use of the microscope, and the methods of histo-
logical study (pp. 1-207); and 2, headings follow-
ed by blank spaces, equal to six printed lines, for
the definition of terms and the description of
preparations (pp. 209-356). This second part
contains the only new feature in the book. At
the beginning of it the author directs the student
that ‘‘ he should fill up these spaces before com-
mencing to study the preparations, using a good
text-book,” etc. After this process the .average

student would, no doubt, be able to see in his

preparations all the structures described, al-
though a histologist might not be able to make

. out a single one of them clearly. None but those

who have trained their unaided eyes to see things
as they are, can realize the amount of self-re-

_straint required to see no more and no less than

is actually present in the field of a microscope;
and they must deprecate any method which does
not distinctly and emphatically tend to cultivate
self-restraint, self-reliance, and thoroughness.

The directions for the choice and use of a mi-
croscope are simple and usually good; butthe
discussion of the reason for the various processes
and of the optics of the microscope is so inade-
quate that the student could hardly fail to be

" puzzled and discouraged. Some of the statements

are not only inadequate, but ambiguous and in-
correct. For example, it is stated that, ““if a
vulgar fraction having 1 for its numérator be
made of the focal distance of the lems, we only
require to put a 0 after the denominator to ascer-
tain the magnifying power of the lens” (p. 8).
The statement is inaccurate, however interpret-
ed, aud the difficulty of applying the rule, ad-
mitting its accuracy, will be apparent to any
one who attempts to apply it to a lens whose
focal distance in inches is represented by a num-
ber greater than unity, or a fraction whose nu-
merator is greater than one,  Although the au-
thor evidently intends to -use the metric mea-
sures, the English and metric systems are badly
mixed up in the description of the apparatus,
materials, and processes.. On one page the tem-
perature is given in degrees Fahrenheit, and on
another in degrees Centigrade. In one place
lengths are expressed in centimetres, and in an
other in inches; and sometimes the student is in
the same-sentence bade to take a certain number
of ounces of one ingredient and a certain number
of grammes of another,

In addition to the confusion and obscurity, the
diction is too often commonplace, as when the
student is instructed to ‘‘ carefully remove the
‘pluck’ entire”; and in giving directions for ob-
taining material from the lower animals the com-

mon names are applied to the objects, no refer-.

ence being made to the names of the homologous
parts in man. There are also many repetitions,
and very few cross references. As the index and
table of contents are both very meagre, the book
is exceedingly difficult to use unless one is tho-
roughly familiar with the entire work. Thus,
the student is told (p. 153) to “ catch a rat:” On
a previous page very good directions are given for
this, but as the word ‘“‘rat” does not appear in
either the index or table of contents, and no cross-
reference is given, the student, unless he had pre-
viously read and remembered the directions,
would probably conclude that he was expected to
follow his own devices in. performing this some-
what delicate operation. In short, no student
could successfully pursue the study of histology
by the guidance of this work alone, and the com-
petent teacher would find it quite unnecessary, if
not an actual hindrance, and inferior to the majo-
rity of those which have preceded it.

How to Make a Saint; or,The Process of Canon-
ization in the Church of England. By the_ Prig,
Henry Holt & Co. 1887.

To readers of ‘‘ the Prig’s ™ former books, it will
"be recommendation enough of this one to be told

that in it his hand shows no loss of cunning.
Even of him it would be too much to expect that
he should not once nod in the course of a hun-
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dred pages; but, admitting ‘more than one at-
tack of drowsiness, it must be said that he is
almost always amazingly alert and wicked. Eng-
lish High-Church vagaries have long been count-
ed fair game for the satirist—as long ago as ¢ Pen-
dennis’ Thackeray gave us Mr. Smirke ; but we
doubt if there bas been a more subtle and amus-
ing drive at them. The little book opens with a
fine touch: ‘¢ The Romanists have just beatified
a number of English martyrs,.and why shouldn’t
we do it too?’ ¢Mr. Maniple, those words of
yours, “ Why shouldn’t we do it too ?” may be
said to-have been the initial impulse of every
movement, in a Catholic direction, taken by the
Church of England. . . We have already
done everything else ; soI also say of this, * Why
shouldn’t we do it too 2”’" The choice of a nine-
teenth-century saint-—gallantly left to a ‘‘ Ladies’
Committee "—in the person of Hannah More is
also delicious. *The Prig’s” Roman Catholic
sympathies are more pronounced than in his

.*Bede’—the citations from Jerome and Augus-

tine, for example, in support of the worship of
the Virgin, being quite lugged in, and serving
better the purposes of controversy than of jest-

-ing ; but it is something to get so much pure fun

from a Roman Catholic writer, if such ‘ the
Prig " verily is. A satire is necessarily but par-.
tial truth, and we are content to let this one go
as such without alluding to those noble qualities
in the satirized which one of ‘ the Prig’s” good
sense would be the first to admit. Nor would he
deny, we think, that the Roman communion
needs something more than facilities for saint-
making ; what Janet says of Buddhism, “Il a
fait des saints, il n'a jamais pensé & créer des
citoyens,” is perilously near being applicable to
Roman Catholicism.
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LLA PODRIDA,ora well-digested Melange.

.Being'Odds and Ends. No. 24 selected from the
. ‘' Literary Junk Shop”’ of A. 8. Clark, 34 Park Row, New
York City., Now ready * A. 8.-CLARK.

To be Zét,}Furm's/ze;Z or Unfurnished;
: . or to be Sold.

A most_substantial and well-built red brick house of
commanding elevation and espectally well situated.
Corner house in Bramham Gardens, South Kensington,
London, facing Collingham Gardens and the newest and
most elaborate Queen Anpe and Elizabethan mansions
designed and bullt by Ernst George and Peto; 6 recep-
tion rooms, 10 bedrooms, dressing room, bath room,4
lavatories, very complete servants’ offices, servants’ hail,
housekeeper’s roum, etc.; hot and cold water on every
floor ; electric bells, gas, and speaking tubes throughout;
garquet flooring; stone mosaics 1n hall and on first

oor landing ; most elaborately furnished and decorated
?uite lately ; everything equal to new; 6 minutes’ walk
rom_3 railway stations and half an hour’s ride to city;
very large ornamenral garden in the rear; south aspect.

TERMS : Furnished £750 per annum, unfurnished £350

iground rent only £40 per annum) or to be sold for

5,000 fixtures and furniture, at a valuation. Apply to -

Messrs. LUMLEY & LUMLEY, Land Agents and Auction-
eers, 22 St, James’s Street, Piccadilly, London,

TRY IT and you will use NO OTHER,

PUTNAM'S PERFECT INK.

Writes perfectly BLACK. Stays perfectly BLACK.
Flows perfectly.

(By mail, prepaid, safe delivery guaranteed, 40 cents.)

Put up in four sizes; 2be., 40c., 60c., $1. Delivered FREE
anywhere in New York city, or may be sent by express to
any address. -

Extract from a customer’s letter; I have found at
last in Putnam’s Perfect Ink what I have been looking
for for years. It fully justifies its name.” .

SOLD ONLY BY

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS,

LONDON: NEW YORK;
27 King William St., Strand. . 27 and 29 West 23d St.

G. Un Jésuite homme de lettres au XVIle -’

.



