Dec. 13, 1888]

The Nation.

485

ness, pure and undefiled, working out their
manifestation in noble lives; and those who
bave ears to hear can listen to the sound of
these ancient streams as they flow into the
River of Life that makes glad the city of our
God.”

Nothing could illustrate more strikingly the
author’s mental attitude towards Rome than
his reflections upon the fact that malaria pre-
vails in the beautiful park of the Villa Bor-
ghese, which he expresses thus:

‘“ The sting of the serpent is in this Eden,
Cursed is the ground for man’s sake in the fair-
est scene that his industry and genius and vir-
tue can make for himself; but cursed with a
double curse is the ground that he makes a wil-
derness by his selfishness and wickedness. And
this double curse, this fatal Circean spell, has
come upon these beautiful grounds in common
with all the neighborhood of Rome because of
ages of human waste and wrong-doing.”

Sentimsuts like this preveflt one’s giving the
book a cordial recommendation to those who
seek a sympathetic companion in the Eternal
City; this it can be only to those whose chief
delight in a visit to Rome or Athensisin wit-
nessing the fulfilment of the prophecy that
there should be not one stone left upon another,

As to its expressed endeavor to *‘ supply some
of that curious knowledge,” of interest to the an-
tiquarian and the historian, which guide-books
overlook altogether, the author frankly con-
fesses that twelve years have elapsed since his
‘ memorable sojourn in Rome,” and that he
has had no opportunity to repeat his visit and
to add to or correct his first impressions, ¢ de-
sirable as it might be to have had such a revi-
sion for the sake of this book.” This avowal
contains its own comment, and relieves the re-
viewer of an extremely unpleasant duty.

The Eulogy of Richard Jefferies. By Walter
Besant, Witha portrait, Longmans, Green
- & Co.

* THERE are not in the whole English-speaking
world,” observes Mr. Besant in the course of
the book we have to notice, ** which now num-
bers close upon a hundred million, more, I sup-
pose, than forty thousand who read Jefferies’s
works., Out of the forty thousand not one-half
have read them all.” This is, it is to be feared,
but too true. Jefferies would not have died under
the painful circumstances which must have ac-
celerated his end, had the reading public shown
greater appreciation of his work, We should
not be surprised if far more were to read Mr,
Besant’s ¢ Eulogy’ than ever opened the pages
of ¢ The Gamekeeper at Home ’ or ‘Amaryllisat
the Fair’: most of us prefer knowing some.
thing about an author to actnally reading him.
Moreover, Richard Jefferies was exactly that
kind of writer who appeals to a very select
class of readers, the true lovers of nature.

Mr. Besant has done his work well. He has
lifted just enough of the veil—and this should
be the criterion of successin literary biography
—to make us eager to see more. Although he
writes his life, Mr. Besant declares he never
saw Jefferies’s face. But ‘‘ he followed the
fortunes of this man, and read, not only his
books and his papers, but learned his personal

" history, and heard what he was doing, and

watched him curiously, unknown and unsus-.

pected by himself.” -** Perhaps in this strange
way,” Mr. Besant goes on to say, * by reading
all that he wrote, by connecting his work con-
tinually with what I learned of his life and
habits, and by learning, day by day, all the
things which happened to him, 1 may -have
Iearned to know him more intimately even than
some who rejoiced in being called his friends.?
But, although he followed his career so closely,
Mr, Besant never knew until too late—and it

was characteristic of Jefferies's pride that not
even his sister knew of it—of the terrible pover-
ty of his later days. Jefferies’s history is a me-
laucholy one—a weary struggle againstneglect,
poverty, and sickness, terminating in a painful
and untimely death. Yet it is not without its
inspirations, We feel genuine admiration for
the indomitable spirit of the man, his deter-
mination to rise superior to the snubs of pub-
lishers and the neglect of the public, his eager-
ness to be continually at work against the ter-
rible odds of protracted ill-health,

Richard Jefferies was born near Swindon in
‘Wiltshire ; and it was here, in the meads of
Coate Farm, and along the neighboring downs,
that his absorbing love of nature was fostered.
He started in life as a country journalist, with
the one object of making money—and, by the
way, in describing his experiences in this em-
ployment, Mr. Besant takes occasion to give
many useful and wholesome hints to aspiring
young journalists. Although one is compelled
toadmire Jefferies’s spirit and devotion to work,
one caunot help being mentally vexed at the
many opportunities of rising to immediate suc-
cess which he missed. He labored under the
inability to see his true bent and capacity. His
first real success lay in the publication in the
Times of a letter upon the agricultural laborer.
This letter—which Mr, Besant gives in an ap-
pendix—if followed up by others of the same
kind, might bave insured the author a perma-
nent post on a great journal as an agricultural
authority, But Jefferies, with a fatal persist-
ency, continued to believe that his genius lay
in novel-writing, and spent valuable time and
energy in producing works which, considered as
novels, are worthless. Jefferies never was or
could be a successful novelist—he had no story
to tell. His power lay in describing natural
scenery and rural life with a faithfulness and a
brilliancy almost uurivalled. Neither the ¢ Na-
tural History of Selborne’ nor * Walden’ con-
tains anything finer than detached portions’of
Jefferies’s works. Mr, Besant instances an ar-
ticle which appeared in Longmans’ Magazine

-in 1883, under the title of ‘‘ The Pageant of

Summer,” as Jefferies's masterpiece. We are
sorely tempted to quote from this really splen-
did paper, but space forbids. One of the most
interesting parts of Mr. Besant’s book is that
chapter, on ‘* The Story of My Heart,” which,
in the light it throws on Jefferies’s religious
views, is quite a study in psychology. Mr.
Besant does well to add a list of Jefferies’s
works, with the name of the publisher of
each—a task of no little difficulty, since Jeffer-
ies was continually changing his publishers.

At first, we were disposed to quarrel with the
unusual title of this book ; but, as we read on,
we felt that Mr. Besant was justified in saying
in his preface that ‘‘he called it so because he
could find nothing but admiration, pure and
simple, for that later work of his, on which
will rest his fame and abiding memory.”

Frederick, Crown Prince and Emperor. A
Biographical Sketch, Dedicated to his Me-
mory, by Reonell Rodd. With an Intro-
duction by Her Majesty the Empress Frede-
rick. Macmillan & Co. 1888. 12mo. pp. 197,

Tais brief and unpretending sketch, under-
taken at the request of the Empress Frederick,
and published for the benefit of the I.ondon
Throat Hos=pital, is smoothly written, and is
rendered attractive by open print, thick paper,
and a good photographic portrait. Avoiding
all reference to politics, and indeed to all im-
portant events excep. those in which the Em-
peror bore a direct personal part, it still con-
trives to give a distinct impression of the noble

traits which secure to this Prince his unique
position among the rulers of Prussia, and
which, in combination with the far different
qualities of his son and successor, render his
untimely death a source of regret to the friends
of rational and enlightened government.

Unlike his father, Frederick did not sink the
civilian in the soldier, but, nevertheless, when
called on to do his duty in time of war, he’
acquitted himself with such distinction that he
gained the admiration of his countrymen and
the respect of the foe; and he rendered valuable
service in fostering attachment to the common
fatherland among its antagonistic fragments.
While his father and Bismarck saw in united
Germany merely an added means of glorifying
Prussia and aggrandizing the House of Hohen-
zollern, his aspiration was to found a real
German Empire, the component parts of which
were to be conciliated by having their rights,
their susceptibilities, and even their prejudices
respected, and were to be held firmly together,
not by force, but by the conviction that by
holding loyally together they were best sub-
serving the interest of each separate section.
He said that he never received a compliment
that pleased him better than when a Bavarian
trooper, to whom, after the battle of Worth, he
addressed a few friendly words, exclaimed:
“If only we had had your Royal Highness to
lead us in 1866, you would have seen how we
would have thrashed those cursed Prussians!”

In the interest which he took in the fine arts,
as well as in every movement to ameliorate
the condition of the masses of the population,
he emulated the example of his father-in-law;
and in the simplicity and fidelity of his family
life he presented to the world one of the not
too frequent exceptions to what is customary
among reigning sovereigns. Mr, Rodd quotes
from a private letter of Sir Beauchamp Walker,
who, as British Military Attaché, accompanied
the Crown Prince’s staff in 1866 and 1870, the
following. passages, which we believe have not
before appeared in print : ’

“The great characteristic which distinguished
him was his coolness in difficulty; whatever
happened, he and Blumenthal kept their heads
clear. His judgment was calm in action ; his
consideration was humane in success. . . .
He was not only the most lovable, but the
noblest man with whom I ever associated—
neble in his acts, noble in his speech, noble in
bis judgment of others. I never knew him to
say an unkind thing of any one, man or woman,
living or dead-—not thav his judgment of others

was always favorable, but that it was never
expressed in other than the most kindly terms.”

Daniel O'Connell. By J. A. Hamilton. [Inter-
national Statesmen Series.] Philadelphia :
J. B. Lippincott Company.

THiS is a useful little book. No real Life of

O’Connell has yet been written, or probably

can be written until the Home-Rule question—

a fresh development of his Repeal agitation—

has been settled. Mr, Fitzpatrick’s volumes of

O’Connell’s Letters, which have only just ap-

peared, are an advance towards such a me-

moir ; meanwhile, Mr, Hamilton’s précis is
welcome, particularly refreshing after the
wordiness and pomposity of the only other com-
plete Life — Miss Cusack’s. While he has not
fully caught the spirit of the period in Ireland,
or the necessities of her position, or the fact
that O'Connell and his associates, with all their
faults and failings, were the necessary outcome
of the time, he has given us a well-digested
memoir, It is, perhaps, truer and fairer than
if it were from the pen of an unqualifled
admirer. The stronger and coarser traits of

O’Connell’s character, are, as they should

be, brought to the reader’s notice, while full

justice is done to his great abilities and noble
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strivings for his country and the whole world.
It is profoundly sad. Surely such continued
apparent waste of life and energy asis here de-
picted, and which has been goingon in scores of
lives working with the same intent ever since
1800, cannot go on for ever. It is interesting
to note that the number of Irish voters (now
740,000) were reduced from 300,000 to but
26,000 at the time of Catholic emancipation.
Errors are inevitable in such a book, drawn
from so many sources and so condensed ; slips
such as “ Armagh,” at page 95, for, we pre-
sume, ‘¢ Athlone,” should be seen to in the next
issue ; and it would relieve the feelings of some
readers if ‘‘huge” were not so often used.
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