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Macchiavelli” (p. 119), meaning that the pas-
sage refers to that name. He has this sure
merit, that he makes his book attractive; and
his ventures into the field of translation have a
peculiar charm. 'We have here the complaint
to make, however, that he does not follow the
usual course of Italian translators in giving the
first words of the poem translated, for conve-
nience of identification; and it is vexatious to
‘have to look through the two hundred and fifty
. :sonnets of our quarto Alfieri of 1809, merely to

ascertain that those rendered are the 107th.

(Quel telro bronzo) and the 167th (Sublime
specchio). "When found, the poem proves itself
musically and faithfully translated, with such
Howells-like felicities of phrase as ‘‘ A proper
nose ” for Giusto naso ; but it smacks of indo-
lence when so skilful a master of words can hit
upon no better rhymes than ¢ mild ” and * em-
broiled ” (p. 101); and still more when we find
him utterly disregarding that limited sequence
of rhymes on which the Italian poets so pride
themselves. The translator is right in giving
us the alternate rhymes which Alfieri, unlike
Petrarch, admitted; but whereas in each of

these two sonnets the original has but four dis-
tinct terminations for the fourteen lines, the
translator allows himself seven, and winds up,

worst of all, by the Shaksperian closing couplet,
which is alien to Italian verse. Mr, Howells

. has thus indulged himself in a far easier task
than the occasion required, and one far
lighter than other modern translators of son-
nets exact of themselves. Weregret to say that
the same self-indulgence or negligence fur-
ther shows itself in many lines so careless as to
be almost doggerel, such as, from Fusinato
(p. 365):

¢ And now be shivered upon the stone here
Till thou be free again, O lyre I bear.”?

This is the more to be regretted because he is
capable, under sufficient effort, of very grace-
ful and sweet translation, as in the cradle song
called ““ Nanna” (p. 361), though even thisis
disfigured by such careless rhymes as ‘‘love
me ” with ¢ love thee,” ‘‘come” with ‘“doom,”
and “ abroad” with ¢ God.”

‘We have been thus frankly critical with Mr.
Howells becauss he is justly called upon, as one
of our acknowledged masters, to do his work
thoroughly and keep to a high standard. His
book, as a whole, is a most agreeable one; the
publisher’s part is well done; the portraits,
though unattractive, are probably not more so
than the Italian originals; the binding is pecu-
larly appropriate, and there is no serious de-
fect except the want of an index,

Winter. From the Journal of Henry D. Tho-
reau. HEdited by H. G. O. Blake. Boston:
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1888.

THOREAU himself questions whether any life is
rich enough to be journalized; but his editor’s
method, of making the whole life cover only a
single natural year by selection and rearrange-
ment, probably never occurred to him as a so-
lution of the difficulties of triviality and mono-
tony that make the days tedious. In the case
of a growing mind such a method would hardly
be applicable. Thoreau did not change much,
either in himself or in his surroundings, and
perhaps the type of his character is better de-
fined by this composite-photography device of
laying day upon day in the record. In this last
instalment, which ends the series, he preserves
his three-fold interest as an observer of nature,
a man with a theory of plain living, and a
writer whose mind was visited by stray
thoughts. In all of these aspects he is still a
noticeable figure in our literature.

The season of winter is one which he was es-

pecially fitted to report. He could not keep in-
doors, and by the help of skates and snow-shoes
he travelled far. The New England winter,
too, is a season of marvellous sky-color and
snow reflection, and for color Thoreau had a
sensitive and appreciative eye. Some of the
scenes he gives to us are of great beauty merely
for their graduated tones and hues. Of bird
and plant and animal life there is little, but
the lack is abundantly made up for by these
broad prospects, which were his principal plea-
sure until the sound of running water under
the snow and ice made his pulses warm with
the thought of the coming spring. But, rich
as the record is, it is not one which thereviewer
can report.

Of Thoreau’s theory of life enough has been
written in the time when it was a novel thing,
not in itself, but in the practical illustration he
gave toit. In these entries one sees how genu-
inely he held it, and both what it did and what
it failed to do for him. The principal value of
it was that it left him time to meditate, not so
much to think as to be a passive instrument of
that mood when thoughts occur to the mind.
Many of these are treasured in the journal; one
wonders whether it was not to him what the
note-book was to Emerson, a receptacle to
which he had recourse in writing his books.
Their literary form is clear and hard, and of-
ten they have the indeflnable quality of felici-'
ties. It is singular to observe once more the
wide interval between the poetry of his prose
and the prose of his poetry. He had the touch'
of the poet now and then, but in his verse his
muse was disenchanted, the fairies' gift chang-
ing at once into sticks and stones in his-
hands. He had some of the methods and the
waiting spirit of the poet; but the message
came without music. He writes: ¢ To please
our friends and relatives we turn our silver-ore’
into cart-loads, while we neglect to work our
mines of gold, known only to ourselves, far up,
in the Sierras where we puiled up a bush in our
mountain walk and saw the glittering trea-
sure.” This is a fine image. It is a pleasing
fancy when he speaks of the ice that crystallizes
about holes in the ground as *‘ the frozen breath
of the earth upon its beard.” Such bits are not
infrequent. There are striking sentences—
‘A friend in-history looks like some prema-
ture soul”; and on the next page a phrase
about the Greek attracts the eye: * He has
left nothing unsaid, but has actually wiped his
lips of it.” Such examples remind us again of
Thoreau’s true literary faculty, the power of
perfect speech. ¢‘ So soon as we begin to count
the cost, the cost begins,” is an apothegnr out
of his own life. One could keep on quoting;
but it is sufficient to be reminded that while
such a literary gift is proved as isshown in these
journals, together with such an ownership in his
own thoughts, so close and full-eyed an outlook
on natural beauty and such interest in the life
of creation, Thoreau cannot be dismissed by a
just critic as the eccentric inhabitant of a pa-
rish; he was more than that, and has had with
justice more than a parochial interest to other
men. Presumably this is the last of his
books, and in putting it on the shelf one is
quite sure that the row of volumes will be a
long-remembered memorial of old New Eng-
land.

Philosophy of Theism. By Borden P. Bowne.
8vo, pp. 269. Harper & Bros. 1887,

THEISTIC speculations of the present day have
to contend with the universal tendency to con-
cede that, even if the existence of God and im-
mortality are given up, truth and duty remain

t bo same for us as  efore. When it was thought

that religion existed in order to be proved, or
that it did not exist until it was proved, seeking
for the ‘‘grounds” of truth and virtue wasa
very respectable calling. But we have come to
see that there may be a great difference between
the order of things and the order of our know-
ledge. Hence, metaphysical theories have only
a secondary interest compared with facts.
Prof. Bowne is not guilty of confusing the ratio
essendi with the ratio cognoscendi of religion,
nor does he pretend that men cannot be reli-
gious or moral until they have adopted a phi-
losophy of theism. But, whatever importance
he may attach to theistic beliefs, his confident
and overbearing manner of argument will con-
vertnobody tothem. Lack of philosophiccharity
is the author’s besetting sin. If this book had
been written in the spirit of scorn and absurd
defiance which characterizes his preface to the
fifth edition of the ‘Metaphysics,’ we might
have treated it with contempt. Although it is
free from insanity, it is not wanting in self-
assurance, browbeating, and the intimidation
of opposing opinions. Happily the world is
coming to respect & man more for his Christian
treatment of views different from his own than
for his sharp debating. We expect as much
mercy and consideration from a philosopher as
from the Deity for whose existence he may be
so solicitous. Logical proofs of metaphysical
doctrines are less valuable than moral charac-
ter, and hence railing at a man because we
have not convinced him will effect no more
than stamping one’s foot or kicking a stone.
Calm moral sympathy for religious doubt is the
first condition of effective philosophic discus-
sion in the nineteenth century, and hence we
could wish that the author had the spirit of
Lotze, T: H. Green, and Martineau. Martineau
is trenchant, but, nevertheless, he has a heart.
The old method of proving the existence of
God by stopping with the evidence for a First
Cause the author justly abandons to ignorance
of the question. Hence there are mainly three
topics for discussion, representing as many dis-
tinct factors in the problem: the unity of the
world-ground, the world-ground as intelligent,
and the world-ground as ethical. The other
chapters are parts of the same theme. The
statement, that theism is the only system capa-
ble of satisfying ‘‘ the total interests of life,” is
too comprehensive to be received until we know
what is going to be made of it. Of course,
the author means our scientific, philosophic,
moral, and religious ‘‘ interests.” But the con-
lception of interest is a dangerous one to trust
fimplicitly. It has so many ramificationsthat it
may, at any time, shut us off into anthropomor-
phism in philosophy and into selfishness in
ethics. OQur scientific interests are satisfied by
the unity of nature and the uniformity of cau-
sation, without stopping to inquire whether
they imply personality or not. But in seeking
to satisfy our moral and religious interests we
may be prompted by something like the ques-
tion: ‘“Will God take care of us when we die?””
Humaeanity's plaintive cry for immortality is

. profoundly interesting, and its belief in God

may be wholly unselfish. Put there is room
here for motives which have nothing to do with,
the truth of a doctrine. The question is whe-
ther the expression of emotional instincts, which
are much like ‘‘the will to live,” and danger-
ously allied to self-interested impulses, prove
anything.

The author would not be considered a pan-
theist. But the difference between this position
and the one he doeshold might be only one of ac-
cent., He could compromise by adopting Pan-
Theism. He emphasizes two systerms between
which, it seems, our choice is to be made, the-
ism and atheism. But there is agnosticism,
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which is as positive and as dogmatic a creed as
either of the others. And there is the fourth,

- of letting the question entire]y alone. But what
are you going to do with this ominous silence?
You cannot argue with it, for it is irrational to
pick a quarrel with a man who is peaceable and
says nothing. It remains, then, as a system

* which adapts itself to known facts, and has
neither belief, nor disbelief even, about an un-
knowable, Hence there is one case in which
logic is not the Nemesis of Faith.

The Standard Cantatas: Their Stories, their
Music, and their Composers. By George P.
Upton. Chicago: A. C. McClurg. Pp. 367.
1888,

MR. UrtoN has added another to his very use-
ful musical handbooks, It is arranged on the
same plan as his ‘ Standard Operas’ and ‘ Stan-
dard Oratorios,’ the first named of which is al-
ready in its fourth thousand. In the historic
introduction he calls attention to the different
senses in which the word cantata is used. He
himself uses it in the widest sense, and includes,
in it such works as Berlioz’s * Faust” and * Ro-
meo and Juliet.” In the case of the classical
composers, who were very prolific in this kind
of composition, only a selection could, of
course, be made, and of Bach’s 480 cantatas,
for instance, only the four which are most fre-
quently performed are analyzed. Besides de-'
scribing the plot of the texts, Mr. Upton always.
calls attention to the.best musical numbers,:
avoiding technical terms as much as possible.

A large number of cantatas by American com-

posers are included in the list.

‘We hope that Mr, Upton will not rest on his,
laurels, but will prepare another handbook that
would prove very useful. Every observer of
concert-hall audiences must have noted that
many pay much closer attention to a piece if
they know something regarding its origin and
the pictorial idea that may have been in the
composer’s mind when he conceived it. Nor is;
this curiosity at all to be condemned; for the
mind’s eye being given some scene to fix upon,
we are enabled the more easily to forget the.
artificial surroundings in a concert hall. More-'
over, people like to talk about the pieces they
have heard, and it is much easier to talk about
the biography of a composition than about the
music itself, Now, if Mr. Upton would select a
few hundred of the symphonies, overtures, etc., '
etc., that are most frequently played, and ex-
plain their meaning, pictorial or biographic,

with some sesthetic remarks on form and feel-
ing, he would do a service to all concert-goers,
And concert-givers would find it an advantage
to get the author’s permission to reprint on
their programmes such of his notices as might
be desirable.

Huolf-Howrs with’ American History. By
Charles Morris, author of “Half-Hours with
the Best American’ Authors.’ Vol. I. Colo-
nial America. Vol. II. Independent America.
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1887.

Mr. MORRIS aims to present the story of the
nation by selections from the works of leading
historians upon the most -important topics.
These selections are chronologically arranged,
divided into periods, and connected by brief
outlines of intermediate events supplied by the
author. History does not so readily lend itself
to this mode of treatment as do other branches
of literature, and we miss especially the con-
tinuity and unity so important to the complete
presentation of a subject, and which cannot be
supplied by connecting notes. On the other
hand, there is value in the emphasis given by
the method to events of particular importance,

and in the variety of treatment. Taken in |

connection with some standard history, the
work will also do good service by interesting
its readers in the authors represented in the se-
lections. The difficult task of culling has been
executed with much skill by Mr. Morris. One
is glad to find that while liberal, but not ex-
cessive, use is made of such writers as Bancroft
and Parkman, local historians have not been
neglected. While we must wish that more fre-
quent use had been made of contemporary.
writers, yet the selections, on the whole, seem
judiciously chosen for the purpose in view. The
notes, which are simply condeused statements
of fact, are in general correct; but the author
is not entirely free from errors, as in the slip
which makes him say that Alexander Hamilton
was one of the .defenders of popular rights at
the time of the negro plgt in New York. The
reference is to Andrew Hamilton.
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