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whicii is as positive and as dogmatic a creed as 
either of the others. And there is the fourth, 

• of letting the question entirely alone. But what 
are you going to do with this ominous silence? 
You cannot argue with it, for it is Irrational to 
pick a quarrel with a man who is peaceable and 
says nothing. I t remains, then, as a system 
which adapts itself to known facts, and has 
neither belief, nor disbelief even, about an un
knowable. Hence there is one case in which 
logic is not the Nemesis of Faith. 

The Standard Cantatas: Their Stories, their 
Music, and their Composers. By George P. 
Upton. Chicago; A. C. McClurg. Pp. 367. 
1888. 

MR. UPTON has added another to his very use
ful musical handbooks. I t is arranged on the 
same plan as his ' Standard Operas' and ' Stan
dard Oratorios,' the first named of which is al
ready in its fourth thousand. In the historic 
introduction he calls attention to the different 
senses in which the word cantata is used. He 
himself uses it in the widest sense, and includes, 
in it such works as Berlioz's " F a u s t " and "Ro
meo and Juliet." In the case of the classical 
composers, who were very prolific in this kind 
of composition, only a selection could, of 
course, be made, and of Bach's 480 cantatas, 
for instance, only the four which are most fre
quently performed are analyzed. Besides de-' 
scribing the plot of the texts, Mr. Upton always • 
calls attention to the . best musical numbers,; 
avoiding technical terms as much as possible. 
A large number of cantatas by American com
posers are included in the list. 

We hopo that Mr. Upton will not rest on his, 
laurels, but wiU prepare another handbook that 
would prove very useful. Every observer of 
concert-haU audiences must have noted that 
many pay much closer attention to a piece if 
they know something regarding its origin and 
the pictorial idea that may have been in the 
composer's mind when he conceived it. Nor is'. 
this ciiriosity at aU to be condemned; for the 
mind's eye being given some scene to fix upon, 
we are enabled the more easily to forget the 
artificial surroundings in a concert hall. More
over, people hke to talk about the pieces they 
have heard, and it is much easier to talk about 
the biography of a composition than about the 
music itself. Now, if Mr. Upton would select a 
few hundred of the symphonies, overtures, etc., 
etc., that are most frequently played, and ex
plain their meaning, pictorial or biographic. 

with some sesthetic remarks on form and feel
ing, he would do a service to aU concert-goers. 
And concert-givers would find it an advantage 
to get the author's permission to reprint on 
their programmes such of his notices as might 
be desirable. 

Half-Sours with American History. By 
Charles Morris, author of ' Half-Hours with 
the Best American'Authors.' Vol. I. Colo
nial America. Vol. II. Independent America. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1887. 

M B . MORRIS aims to present the story of the 
nation by selections from the works of leading 
historians upon the most important topics. 
These selections are chronologically arranged, 
divided into periods, and connected by brief 
outlines of intermediate events supplied by the 
author. History does not so readily lend itself 
to this mode of treatment as do other branches 
of literature, and we miss especially the con
tinuity and unity so important to the complete 
presentation of a subject, and which cannot be 
supplied by connecting notes. On the other 
hand, there is value in the emphasis given by 
the method to events of particular importance, 
and in the variety of treatment. Taken in 
connection with some standard history, the 
work will also do good service by interesting 
its readers in the authors represented in the se
lections. The difficult task of culling has been 
executed with much skOl by Mr. Morris. One 
is glad to find that whUe liberal, but not ex
cessive, use is made of such writers as Bancroft 
ajid Parkman, local historians have not been 
neglected. While we must wish that more fre
quent use had been made of contemporary, 
writers, yet the selections, on the whole, seem 
judiciously chosen for the purpose in view. The 
notes, which are simply condensed statements 
of fact, are in general correct; but the author 
is not entirely free from errors, as in the slip 
which makes him say that Alexander Hamilton 
was one of the.defenders of popular rights a t 
the time of the negro pl(it in New York. The 
reference is to Andrew Hamilton. 
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