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t o convey a n y clear m e a n i n g ; whi le a l i t t le 
f u r t h e r on m a y be found the r e m a r k a b l e s ta te ­
m e n t t h a t " i n 1877 a Turk i sh i ron-clad moved 
a t t h e t e r r i b l e speed of t h i r t y miles a n h o u r . " 
This is has te indeed ! 

If Mr. O'Rei l ly h a d c u t o u t a b o u t 135 of 
his 350 pages , a n d h a d t a k e n a l i t t le m o r e pa ins 
w i t h the r ema inde r , t h e resu l t would have been 
a ve ry en joyab le book ins tead of a n uneven 
a n d , on t h e whole , a d i sappo in t ing one . ' 

Otir liepiMic: A Text-Book u p o n t h e Civil 
G o v e r n m e n t of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , w i t h a 
His to r ic In t roduc t ion . B y Prof. M. B. C. 
True a n d H o n ^ J o h n W . Dickinson. Leach , 
Shewell & Sanborn . 1888. P p . vii , 264. 

T H E publ ishers ' c i r cu la r a c c o m p a n y i n g th i s 
book announces t h a t i t is " a m p l e in i t s t r ea t ­
men t , . . . scientific in its methods , . . . 
a c c u r a t e in s t a t e m e n t . " The bes t c o m m e n t a r y 
on t h e i r opinion m a y b e found in a few ex­
t r a c t s . A book on Civil G o v e r n m e n t c a n h a r d ­
l y be called " a m p l e " wh ich g ives b u t t w o 
pages t o a descr ip t ion of local a n d mun ic ipa l 
g o v e r n m e n t (pp. 43-45); a n d fou r more t o the 
S t a t e govei-nments (pp. 3!)-42K F o r g r a m m a r -
school in s t ruc t ion , i t is no t " s c i e n t i f i c " t o in­
t roduce , w i t h o u t definition, such legal t e r m s as 
" commit tee-de lega tes " (p. 20), " c o m m o n l a w " 
(p. 33), " p r e s e n t m e n t " {p. 53), " sold upon exe­
cu t ion " ( p . 04), " c o n v e y a n c e s " (p. 09), " A c t 
of G o d " (p. 74). The degree of a c c u r a c y m a y 
b e .judged f rom the fol lowing s t a t e m e n t s : 
' ' Pennsy lvan i a . This S t a t e w a s g r a n t e d t o 
W i l l i a m P e n n in 1081" (p. 13); " The adopt ion 
of t h e Cons t i tu t ion [1787-SS] c h a n g e d t h e colo­
nies in to S t a t e s " (p. 32); " T h e Convent ion 
a d o p t e d t h e Cons t i tu t ion , SeiJtember 17, 1787, 
a n d i ts m e m b e r s f r o m al l t h e colonies, except 
those f r o m R h o d e Is land, s igned i t " (p. 25); 
" The d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y is t h e p rosecu t ing ofQ-
cer of t h e c o u n t y " (p. 43); " To h a v e t h e pr iv i ­
lege of suffrage, a person m u s t be a ci t izen of t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s " (p. 45); " The d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y s 
a n d o the r m a r s h a l s " (p. 128); " The re is l i t t l e 
reason for a n y regula t ion of conmierce be tween 
t h e S t a t e s " (p. 105); " I n s i d e i ts o w n t e r r i t o r y 
t h e S t a t e a u t h o r i t y is s u p r e m e " (p. 128). The 
book is full of s imi la r inexcusab le a n d mislead­
i n g e r ro rs . 

Society in Rome under the Cajnars. B y Wi l ­
l i am R a l p h I n g e , M.A. , Fe l low of K i n g ' s 
College, C a m b r i d g e , a n d A s s i s t a n t M a s t e r a t 
E t o n . Char les Sc r ibne r ' s Sous. 1888. 12mo, 
p p . 370. 

M R . I N G E ' S essay ob ta ined t h e H a r e pr ize a t 
C a m b r i d g e in 1880. I t consists of t e n chap te r s . 

headed " Rel ig ion ," "Ph i losophy ," " Mora l i ty , " 
e tc . , a n d m a y b e recommended as con ta in ing 
a n accm-ate, well-digested accoun t of t h e sub­
j ec t u n d e r considerat ion. A l l sources of infor­
m a t i o n a p p e a r t o have been dUigently used, 
a n d the v iew of society is fa i r a n d t ru th fu l , 
equa l ly r emoved f rom the und i sc r imina t ing de­
nunc ia t ion indu lged in b y too m a n y moderns , 
a n d t h e opposite faul t , of e x t e n u a t i n g the evils 
a n d immora l i t i e s of the t imes. I t is r a t h e r a 
descr ip t ion t h a n a p i c tu re—cer t a in ly a safer 
u n d e r t a k i n g , a n d p e r h a p s m o r e gene ra l ly use­
ful ; b u t we should say t h a t t h e bes t t r e a t m e n t 
of such a. subject , if it were a possible one, 
would be a g r a p h i c presenta t ion , wi th abun­
dance of i l lus t ra t ive incident , such as should 
give t h e t rea t i se someth ing of t h e charac te r i s ­
t i c of a good novel . Mr. I n g e h a s had a differ­
en t a im, a n d h a s succeeded where , if he h a d 
t r ied t h e o the r me thod , he m i g h t h a v e failed. 

A rea l defect is the fa i lure to look below the 
surface. Soc ie ty a s i t was i n t h e first centur ies 
is v e r y t r u t h f u l l y del ineated, so f a r as was pos­
sible w i t h t h e m a t e r i a l s a t h a n d ; t h e a u t h o r 
l amen t s t h a t t h e accessible m a t e r i a l s malje i t 
necessa ry t o confine his v iew for the most p a r t 
t o the upper classes of society. B u t the re is 
one k ind of ev idence of which he has n o t m a d e 
the most:—the d r i f t a n d tendencies of society, 
which were , of course, concealed f rom contem­
porar ies , b u t w h i c h we, looking back f rom a 
dis tance , c an discern c lear ly . The second cen­
t u r y shows v a s t changes in society, on t h e 
whole for t h e b e t t e r ; Mr. P a t e r h a s tho rough ly 
en te red i n to the sp i r i t of th i s in his ' Mar ius 
t h e E p i c u r e a n . ' Now, the f au l t we find w i th 
Mr. Inge is t h a t he does n o t m a k e us feel t h a t 
society was in movement—it is descr ibed too 
m u c h as a fixed condi t ion of t h ings to be ana ­
lyzed and ca ta logued , a n d n o t enough as a cur ­
r e n t of h u m a n passions a n d forces, l ead ing t o a 
well-known a n d , on the whole, i m p r o v e d s t a t e 
of society. 
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