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that she was writing for the young. We haA'e 
noticed more errors than should have crept 
into a work of this character, the most impor
tant, perhaps, being that which makes Con
cord, Mass., and not Concord, N. H., the early 
home of Count Rumford. 

THE STORY OF TURKEY. 
The Story of Turkey. By Stanley Lane-Poole, 

assisted by E. J. W. Gibb and Arthur Gil-
man. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1888. 

THE study of history is a serious matter—not 
because history repeats itself, as Dr. Arnold 
used always to be saying, or that a knowledge 
of Thucydides may be as useful to an American 
statesman as personal experience, or because, 
as Hegel remarked, an historian is a prophet 
turned round; but because the history of the 
past helps to explain to us the present. D'Haus-
sonville says: " It is certainly not in the past 
that we must seek the key of the future. 
Events succeed one another after certain rules, 
and are not reproduced. Even when you are 
most tempted to find them nearly the same, 
you discover more difference than resem
blance." But in knowing the chain of events 
which link the past to the present, in undei'-
standing how and in what way any nation or 
country has come to exist as it exists to-day, 
we have the key to the contemporary politics 
of that country. This is the point on which 
Freeman and the new school of historians lay 
great stress, either in so many words or by im
plication. But serious as it is when considered 
in this way, history can be made very enter
taining, and bo so flavored as to suit the light
est palate and the most delicate digestion. 
Certain historical periods are so wonderfully 
interesting that they can be written so as to be 
as amusing as a novel, or can even be easily de
scribed in novel-form. From this point of 
view, however, we are inclined to agree with 
Miss Mitford that the mimoires pour servir, 
the materials for history, are more amusing 
than the history written from them. 

Unfortunately, the book before us is not of a 
kind to satisfy either those who read for in
struction or those who read for amusement. 
I t is not sufficiently detailed for the latter; and 
as for the former, its faults may easily be 
imagined from its title. At first sight, one 
thinks " The Story of the Nations " is not a 
bad idea; but on a moment's reflection one sees 
the danger of a lack of historical perspective— 
that the picturesque side, the story and not the 
history, will be given, and that each writer will 
so espouse his subject as to magnify the vir
tues, minimize the faults, and even conceal the 
crimes of the nation about which he is writing. 
All of these faults can be found in the pre
sent volume, which labors also under the diflJ-
culty that its chief author is an Englishman; 
and passion for or against Turkey or Russia 
has so taken possession of Englishmen nowa
days that it is the hardest thing in the world 
for them to treat either counti-y with impar
tiality. Mr. Stanley Lane-Poole is, we believe, 
a relative of the well-known Arabic scholar 
Lane, the author of ' Modern Egyptians' and 
the translator of the ' Arabian Nights.' He is 
himself an Arabic scholar (which he shows too 
much here in preferring Arabic to Turkish 
spelling), and is an authority on Eastern 
numismatics; but apparently he had never 
occupied himself with Turkish history until, as 
his literary executor, he edited the biography 
of Lord Stratford de Redcliflie, which naturally 
gave him a strong pro-Turkish bias. 

As a history, the volume before us cannot 
for a moment be compared with two books of 
about the same size, the ' Histoire de I'Empire 

Ottoman,' by Le Vicomte A. de la Jonquifere— 
one cf the historical manuals published by 
Hachette, an excellent, trustworthy, and enter
taining book—or the ' Ottoman Power in Eu
rope,' by Prof. E. A. Freeman, which, although 
in a certain way prejudiced, is the best book on 
the subject in English. Even as a story, it is 
below both of these books. It is made up 
chiefly from the 'History of the Ottoman 
Turks,' by Sir Edward Creasy, himself a con
denser of Von Hammer's large history, and 
from the book of KnoUes and Ricaut, published 
in 1680, of which Horace Walpole says: " Con
sidered as history, it is a collection of fables; 
and as to style, it is the most tiresome book in 
the world, with periods a page long." Surely, 
there was no necessity for printing in black-
letter a translation from Froissart; and if the 
book had to be made up of extracts, there 
were in the last century a number of men—to 
say nothing of Lady Wortley Montagu—who 
wrote amusing accounts of Turkish politics, 
life, and manners, although they might have 
to be translated from French, Italian, or even 
Russian. The chapter on the conquest of 
Constantinople is avowedly almost entirely 
quoted from Gibbon. 11; was probably the best 
thing that the writer could do, although mo
dern scholars have corrected Gibbon's account 
in several particulars. 

As to the illustrations, some, like the land
scape views, the medal of Mohammed II. (pp. 
102-3), the portraits of Suleiman (pp. 166, 180, 
and 193), and of Roxolana (p. 196) are excel
lent. Others, like the view of St. Stephen's 
Cathedral at Vienna (p. 228), and the mosaic of 
St. Sophia (p. 326), have nothing to do with the 
subject. Others, like a Turkish merry-making 
(p. 16), a Turkish meal (p. 66), the plan of Con
stantinople (p. 108), were probably interesting 
in the original size, but are here so reduced as 
to be unintelligible. Others, like the battle of 
Prince Jem (p. 142), may have been interesting 
when originally published, but, being neither 
contemporary pictures, nor based on a study of 
life at that time, are out of place. Others still 
are simply absurd. 

As far as historical perspective is concerned, 
after taking out three chapters which will be 
considered later, there are 255 pages devoted to 
history, of which 204, or four-fifths, are given 
to the rise of the Turks ; yet in all this space 
we are not told who or what the Turks really 
were, or why they rose so quickly. A pic
turesque episode like that of Prince Jem, to 
which in Hammer there are given about thirty 
pages of the whole eighteen volumes, and in 
Jonquifere's about two pages out of 050, is here 
stretched out to fill a chapter, and is not well 
done in that. The part played by the Turkish 
navy, and especially by the great Khair-eddin 
Barbarossa, the understanding of which is ne
cessary to any knowledge of Turkish history, 
is entirely omitted, in order to form a separate 
volume of the ' Story of the Corsairs,' which 
can be so easily abridged from the French of 
Jurien de la Gravifcre, or still better from the 
Italian of Guglielmotti. The story of the de
cadence of Turkey, which to us would be far 
more interesting than that of its rise, because 
it would explain to us the present condition of 
the Ottoman Empire, and why vigorous young 
Christian nations should be developed out of its 
ruins, is condensed into fifty pages. The author, 
in a simple-minded way, gives as a reason for 
this treatment that: " To tell the yarious stages 
of decay in detail would only weary the reader 
with a catalogue of defeats, varied by occa
sional reprisals" (p. 207). In the twenty-five 
pages called " The Sick Man," from 1813 to the 
present time, with the exception of the longish 
and rather unnecessary account of the diplo

matic activity of Lord Stratford de Redcliffie, 
there are almost more errors than sentences, 
some of them dragged in arbitrarily through 
dislike of Russia, as where it is implied that the 
victory of Russia in the last war was rather 
owing to bribing the Turkish commanders than 
to good fighting, or through suspicion of Mr. 
Gladstone's foreign policy. 

Three chapters are contributed to this volume 
by Mr. B. J. W. Gibb, who is favorably known 
for his studies on Ottoman poetry, of which 
the chapter on Ottoman literature is practically 
a summary. He succeeds in showing us how 
feeble and uninteresting Turkish poetry is 
when compared with Persian; but he gives too 
little attention to the prose literature. He 
might well have inserted some remarks about 
the chronicler Vassyf, and about Resmi Ahmed 
Effendi, who wrote a very amusing account of 
his embassy to Frederick the Great, as well as 
a history of the Turco-Russian war of 1769-
1774, extracts from which appeared in Mac-
miUan\<i Magazine for 1880. The chapter on 
Stambul is weak and wordy, although it endea
vors to give a picture of life in the Turkish 
capital in the eighteenth century. That on 
Ottoman administration is a dry catalogue of 
the names of Turkish dignitaries in olden 
times, compiled from the well-known ' Tableau 
G^nSral de I'Empire Ottoman ' of Mouradjea 
d'Ohsson. We get tired of hearing about the 
Kilar Kiyahyasi, or controllers of the buttery, 
of the Bostanji Bashi, or of the Top Arabaji 
Bashi. We do not care for more than a gene
ral description of the Sultan's household in ear
ly times, but we should like to know something 
about the real working of Turkish administra
tion, and especially of provincial administra
tion before the reforms of Mahmoud II. in the 
early part of the present century: why those 
reforms were necessary, what they were, and 
why they have not succeeded. We are put off 
with a catalogue of eunuchs, gardeners, pages, 
and cooks; but perhaps, if we look at it philo
sophically, we may find in this very catalogue 
a partial answer to our questions. 

Western China. By Virgil C. Hart, B.D. 
Boston: Ticknor & Co. 

THK " Province of the Four Streams," or Sz-
chuen, was once the largest of the eighteen 
provinces of China, and anciently contained 
the capital of the Empire. Though rarely 
visited by foreign travellers since Marco Polo's 
time, it is in many respects the most interest
ing of all the divisions of the Middle Kingdom. 
Its people are noted for their devotion to litera
ture, religion, and art. Into it the Buddhist 
missionaries from India first came and began 
the propagation of their faith. In natural 
beauty and luxuriance, and in the evenness of 
distribution of the wealth of its inhabitants, it 
leads the other provinces. One obtains a good 
idea of the self-suflSciency of Chinese resources 
and civilization when he realizes that this 
western province, which is farthest from the 
ocean and from contact with the outside world, 
ranks with the best of the divisions of the Em
pire, and excels many of them in population 
and material and intellectual wealth. In its 
area of little less than two hundred thousand 
square miles it maintains a population of forty-
five millions. Considering the large amount of 
land occupied by mountains and infertile 
tracts, in addition to the acreage devoted to the 
cultivation of the poppy for smoke, and millet 
and Indian corn for intoxication, the superiori
ty of Chinese economy over that of the West is 
manifest. 

The valuable portion of the soil is comprised 
within the four natural basins formed by the 
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r ivers runn ing no r th and south, and these oc
cupy wha t is a rough eastern half of the area . 
Besides the Chinese i nhab i t an t s , t he t r ibes of 
t h e Lolo people, wi th whom Mr. Baber has 
m a d e us acquain ted , l ive in those in tervales 
and mountain-fastnesses of the western half of 
t h e province which a re p roper ly p a r t of the 
h igh table lands of Thibet. The feuds of cen
tur ies are still main ta ined , a n d the Chinese, un
able, despite the i r for ts and garr isons , to con
t rol these mounta ineers , suffer from the i r m a n -
steal ing propensit ies, and considerable n u m b e r 
of people in the valleys and lowlands a r e an
nual ly murde red or enslaved by t h e r a id ing 
Lolos. I n addi t ion to the a b u n d a n t crops of 
every staple known in China, Sz-chuen is noted, 
for i ts well-regulated supply of n a t u r a l gas, 
which, af ter a flow of over eighteen centur ies , 
seems inexhaustible. The " fire-wells," being 
nea r the g rea t rock-salt deposits, a r e uti l ized 
t o boil the ket t les of b r ine pumped up from the 
s t r a t a , which a re bored by na t ive mach ine ry of 
wood, bamboo, and iron. 

In the municipal i t ies of this , as of o ther 
p a r t s of China, the hab i t s of the people, the ex
cess of the rapacious official class, the jealousy 
and in te rmeddl ing of the Governmen t , and the 
l ack of t h e proper corpora t ions to levy t axes 
for the requirements and necessary expenses of 
c i ty economy, tend to para lyze public spirit . 
Ye t , despite al l the i r d iscouragements and the 
defects of the i r polit ical system, the people 
seem to take a noticeable pr ide in w h a t we con
sider to be public works and ornaments . Foot
p a t h s from vil lage to vi l lage, b road roads wide 
enough for t w o teams and paved with flagstone 
between the cities, stone memor i a l arches and 
ga teways , substant ia l br idges of masonry , 
colossal bronze images, and ar t i s t ic metal work 
of a n e labora te a n d imposing sort , testify to 
the local p r ide and ar t i s t ic spi r i t of the inhabi
t an t s . Notable are the i ron suspension bridges 
over to r ren t s and h igh-banked s t reams. Mr. 
H a r t describes the br idges as gems of na t ive 
a r t , some of them h a v i n g a t one end a tab le t 
record ing the da te of construct ion a n d g iv ing 
t h e donors ' names. Indeed, t he n u m b e r of 
pagodas, br ick, stone, and meta l s t ruc tures and 
works of a r t in the province is surpris ing, a n d 
on and a r o u n d Mount Omei, the g r e a t Buddhis t 
centre , bewilder ing. I t is of fasc ina t ing in
teres t to s tudy this p r imi t ive home of t h e 
Buddhism of Chinese Asia, and to recognize in 
the names of the var ious a v a t a r s and a t t r i butes 
t h e or iginals of Corean a n d Japanese develop
ments . Some of the most r ecen t phases of 
" Reformed " Buddhism in J a p a n c la im to be 
b u t revivals of the anc ien t forms of t h e fa i th 
t a u g h t here. 

The au thor . Rev. Virg i l C. H a r t , s t a r t ed 
from H a n k o w Apr i l 11, 1887, b y s teamer to 
I-chang and thence by na t ive boat to Chung
king in Sz-chuen province, to reestabl ish the 
mission of the Amer i can Methodis t Episcopal 
Church, which had been so t rag ica l ly closed by 
the r io t of J u l y , 1886. H e describes the r ive r 
voyage , incidents of t r ave l , the g r e a t b r ine a n d 
fire wells, t he historical m o n u m e n t s of the 
classic ci ty of Chen-ten; and , a f te r p roper ly 
devot ing th ree readable chap te r s to the g r e a t 
Buddhis t monaster ies , towers , pagodas , relics, 
and works of a n on Mount Omei, winds up 
wi th a genera l description of his field of work 
and a survey of the miss ionary problem. A 
dozen i l lustrat ions, a map , and a n index add to 
t h e reader ' s pleasure. The au thor ' s s tyle needs 
br igh ten ing up , if he would win the readers he 
par t icu la r ly desires to h a v e ; b u t all who a re 
interested in China wil l ha i l th i s work as a 
positive addi t ion to the first r ow of their books 
i l lus t ra t ing the g rea t Empi re . The te legraph 
wire is now st re tched over m a n y thousands of 

miles in the long-isolated land, and the inevita
ble railw.iy through mid-Asia to Europe cannot 
long be delayed. I t is cer ta in t h a t the " P r o 
vince of the Four S t reams " will be the first of 
the western Chinese provinces to be tapped and 
t raversed b y iron rails. Mr. Ha r t ' s accura te 
monograph is, therefore, no t only a pleasing 
record of t ravel , bu t a t imely p ic ture of one of 
the least known yet most valuable port ions of 
the ear th ' s surface. Students of Corean and 
Japanese Buddhism will find the volume of 
special interest . 

Old Chelsea : A Summer Day 's Strol l . By E . 
B. Mar t in . I l lus t ra ted b y Joseph Pennell . 
London : T. Fisher Unwin . 

F O R upwards of three hund red years t he 
suburb of Chelsea has a t t r ac t ed more r emarka 
ble people t h a n all the other suburbs of London 
put together. Mr. Mar t in has inadver tent ly 
revealed the secret of th i s a t t r ac t i on in g iv ing 
the der ivat ion of the name—from the Saxon 
chesel, meaning gravel , and ea, a bank. Tha t 
wise m a n S i r Thomas More, who bu i l t himself 
a g rea t house on the r ive r in 1.520, knew well 
the san i t a ry superiori ty of grave l to clay, and 
i t is safe t o assume t h a t the same knowledge 
influenced Pepys, Addison, Smollet t , Chester
field, l^'alpole, Benjamin Frank l in , and the 
ho.st of o ther worthies, male a n d female, t o 
whose dwell ings in Chelsea Mr. Mart in ' s t ex t 
and Mr. Pennell 's admi rab le i l lustrat ions in
troduce the reader . The book is br imful of 
historical and other information, and leaves on 
the mind the impression t h a t al l the most in
teres t ing Engl ish men a n d women since the 
days of H e n r y the E igh th h a v e been in some 
way or other connected wi th Chelsea. As to 
Amer ican celebrities, we have, besides F rank
lin, Phi ladelphia , g rea t -granddaughte r of Wro. 
Penn, and named from the ci ty of her b i r th , 
who m a r r i e d Lord Cremorne, and died in Chel
sea in 1825. P robab ly ve ry few travel le rs 
from the City of Brother ly Love who in t imes 
pas t visited Cremorne Gardens , suspected the 
existence of so curious an association between 
thei r quiet homes and the dubious splendor of 
t h a t p a r t i c u l a r corner of Chelsea. The g a r 
dens have disappeared into the mist of an uu-
regre t ted pas t , bu t the well-advised t ravel ler 
of to-day will no t fail to visit Chelsea, as be ing 
a p a r t of old London but l i t t le damaged by the 
m a r c h of modern improvement ; and in so 
doing, he wil l find th i s l i t t le book a n indis
pensable companion. 

How the Peasant Owner Lives in Parts of 
France, Germany, Italy, Russia. By Lady 
Verney. 8vo, pp. 234. Macmil lan & Co. 
1888. 

T H E S E half-dozen papers, collected from t h e 
Nineteenth Century, renew the persistent w a r 
L a d y Verney wages agains t peasant proprietor
ship. She continues, as in her previous publi
cat ions, to spend her s t r eng th more in con
t empla t ing and n a r r a t i n g ills t h a t have existed 
and still exist, t han in invest igat ing wha t m a y 
be the possible ways of improv ing ma t t e r s . 
Even if her point of view were unquest ionable , 
and i t were admi t ted t h a t the miserable con
ditions to be found in connection wi th land 
held in such small pai'cels . t ha t they cannot be 
proper ly cul t ivated, were due solely to such 
tenure of land, i t is none the less cer ta in tha t , 
as long as the size of holding is considered as 
outside the proper sphere of immedia te legis
lat ion, the tendency to division a n d sub-divi
sion mus t increase or diminish precisely to the 
degree in which it will be in accordance w i th 
the general economic intelligence of the na t ions 
afi'ected by i t ; and consequently the discus

sion should t u r n on facts careful ly chosen for 
their economic impor tance . L a d y Verney is 
not ve ry successful in this respec t ; and i t is in 
ra the r a feminine tone t h a t she expresses 
r a the r incoheren t doctr ines. Bu t her wr i t i ngs 
a re full of good feeling, if not of good sense. 
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