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l ie flre, which has touched all r a n k s of men like 
a v is i ta t ion ." 

N o l i b r a r y p re t end ing t o a n y completeness 
r ega rd ing I r i sh affairs should be w i t h o u t Mr. 
Ball 's book. 

Cardinal Wolsey. By Mandel l CreightOD, 
M.A. [Twelve Engl ish S ta tesmen. ] Macmil-
lan & Co. 1888. 13mo, pp . 226. 

O F al l Engl i sh s ta tesmen there is pe rhaps none 
of whose cha rac t e r and career i t is so difficult to 
fo rm a j u s t es t imate as Ca rd ina l Wolsey ; not , 
a s in the case of Cromwell , because of uncer­
t a i n t y as t o mot ives or difference of opinion 
u p o n f u n d a m e n t a l quest ions of pol icy, b u t be­
cause there rea l ly seems t o be no accepted 
s t a n d a r d of j u d g m e n t for h im. H e belonged 
in full ne i the r to the old nor the n e w ; or , if he 
did belong t o the old b y rtjason of his t r a in ing 
a n d his official position, he d i rec t ly and con­
sciously p repa red for - the new by his prescient 
s t a tesmansh ip a n d conserva t ive sp i r i t of re­
form. His pit iful subservience in t h e m a t t e r 
of t h e d ivorce has pre judiced our m o r a l judg­
m e n t aga ins t h i m ; a n d yet , u n t i l th is fa ta l 
t emp ta t i on came to h im, he appeai-s, on the 
whole, a n honorab le man , if ambi t ious and 
self-indulgent. 

Mr. Creighton h a s succeeded in- expla in ing 
t h e inconsistencies and perplexi t ies in Wolsey 's 
career , and he lp ing us to a cor rec t s t a n d a r d of 
j udgmen t . As a s ta tesman, he r a t e s h im very 
h igh , reckoning h i m a lmos t a lone a m o n g E n ­
glish s ta tesmen as deserving " t o be es t imated 
b y w h a t h e chose t o do r a t h e r t h a n b y w h a t he 
did. H e was g r e a t e r t h a n his ach ievements . " 
B u t his a c t u a l achievements were no t smal l ; 
j udged by t h e m alone, " he was p robab ly the 
grea tes t poli t ical genius w h o m E n g l a n d has 
ever p roduced ; for a t a g r e a t crisis of Euro­
p e a n h i s to ry he impressed E n g l a n d wi th a 
sense of he r own i m p o r t a n c e , a n d secured for 
he r a leading posi t ion in E u r o p e a n affairs, 
which, since his days , has seemed he r n a t u r a l 
r i g h t " (p. 2). This was his w o r k as a na t iona l 
s t a tesman , a t t h a t i m p o r t a n t cr is is which 
m a r k s the commencement of m o d e r n his tory , 
when in t e rna t iona l re la t ions began t o t ake a 
leading place in affairs, and the g rea t in t e rna ­
t iona l contests of t h e las t four centur ies were 
inaugura t ed . I n th i s contest of g ian t s , i t was 
Wolsey w h o first v ind ica ted for E n g l a n d a de­
cisive place a n d infiuenoe. This po in t Mr. 
Cre ighton has worked out w i th ca re and elabo­
ra teness , a n d i t is t h e k e y t o t h e p r inc ipa l p a r t 
of his w o r k ; b u t we a r e bound t o say t h a t in 
de ta i l the d ip lomat ic contests in question—per­
haps the mos t difficult t h ing to na r r a t e—are 
no t a lways m a d e lucid or even intel l igible. 

The chap te r s upon in t e rna l affairs a re more 
sat isfactory, a n d the closing" chapte r , " T h e 
W o r k of Wolsey," is eve ry w a y excellent. 
His re la t ion to the divorce is careful ly dis­
cussed, a n d receives all t h e ex t enua t ion of 
which i t is capable. 

" He could no t work unde r c r amped condi­
t ions ," we a r e told (p. 213). " W h e n he was re­
s t r ic ted to the small m a t t e r of the divorce, his 
h a n d lost i t s cunn ing . H e was , t h o u g h he 
knew i t not , fitted t o serve E n g l a n d , b u t not 
fitted to serve t h e Engl ish k ing . H e had the 
a ims of a na t iona l s ta tesman, no t of a royal 
servant . Wolsey's misfor tune was t h a t his lot 
was cast on days when the ca ree r of a states­
m a n was n o t d is t inc t f rom t h a t of a r o y a l ser­
v a n t . " 

" The m a t t e r of the divorce was s p r u n g upon 
h im, and i t would have been well for Wolsey's 
fame if he had re t i red r a t h e r t h a n involve him­
self in the u n w o r t h y proceedings to which i t 
led. B u t t h e t emp ta t i on t o al l men to t h ink 
themselves necessary in the sphere which they 
have m a d e the i r own, is a subt le one ; a n d those 
who begin b y hoping t h a t t hey m a y minimize 
inevitaljle mischief, end by be ing d ragged in to 
t h e m i r e . " 

Of the divorce: 

" I t would have been difficult for h im to find 
in the proposal itself a sufficient reason for wi th­
d rawing from politics, even if he could have 
done so witli safety. Not even Wolsey could 
foresee the king's obst inacy and tenac i ty of 
purpose, the depth of meanness t o which he 
would sink, and to which he would d r a g all 
a round him. Wolsey found himself powerless 
to resist, and the g rowing consciousness of 
moral tu rp i tude practised to no purpose de­
graded him in his own eyes and robbed h im of 
his s trength. W h e n once t h e d ivorce question 
was s tar ted, Wolsey was pushed on t o his ru in 
by a power of imperious wickedness, which de­
based others wi thout losing its own self-re­
spect." 

" So when we speak of the fall of Wolsey, we 
mean more than his i r revocable loss of power. 
He had lost his inner s t rength , and no longer 
kept his hold upon affairs. . . . The words 
of the dying man are often quoted as showing 
the misery of those who t rus t in pr inces ' favor. 
Bu t they a re no t mere ly a n echo of a far-off 
s ta te of things which has passed by for ever. 
' To serve one's c o u n t r y ' m a y have a loftier 
and more noble sound t h a n ' t o serve one's 
king, ' bu t the meaning is no t necessarily differ­
ent. The thought in Wolsey's h e a r t w a s th i s : 
' If I had served t h e spi r i tua l in teres ts of m y 
count ry as I have sti-iven to serve i ts ma te r i a l 
interests , m y conscience would be more a t rest . ' 
Fo r Wolsey was a t rue pa t r io t a n d had noble 
aims. Much as he migh t deaden his con­
science, he did not ext inguish i t ; a n d his last 
j u d g m e n t of himself expressed t h e sad convic­
tion t h a t neither his pa t r io t i sm n o r the nobi l i ty 
of his aims had saved h im. f rom act ions which 
he could not justify, a n d which his conscience 
loudly condemned." 

The book is therefore significant for t w o 
things—it shows us c lear ly w h a t Wolsey did 
for England , and it gives us reasons for a more 
lenient j udgmen t t h a n is o rd ina r i ly passed 
upon him. 
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p r a c t i c a l l y t r e a t e d , t h e i l l u i t r a t i o u s a r e n u m e r o u s 
a n d c l e a r , t h e e x p l a n a t i o n s c o n c i s e , a n d t h e i n ­
f o r m a t i o n p l e a s a n t l y c o m m u n i c a t e d . " 

Complete Cataloouo se-nt free to any address. 

CASSELL & COMPANY, 
L I M I T E D , 

104 emd 10(5 Fourth Ave., New York. 

Little, Brown & Co. 
HAVE JUST PUBLISHED : 

The P'Artagnan Romances, 
By Alexandre Dumas.. : 

/ . THE-THREE MUSKETEERS. •Wx^'n 
a n o r t r a i t of t l ie Autl ior . 2 vols . 13mo. Cloth. 
153.00. 

II. TWENTY YEARS AFTER, 3 vols. 
12mo. Cloth. S3.00. 

III. THE VICOMTE DE BRAGE-
LONNE; or, Ten Years La ter . A Sequel t o ' T h e 
Three Muslceteers ' a n d ' T w e n t y Years After . ' 6 
vols . 12mo. Cloth. $9.00. 

THE COMPLETE SET, 10 vo l s . , 13mo, Cloth e x ­
t r a , gilt t op , S15.00. 

These fasc ina t ing w o r k s , of as g rea t in te res t as t he 
Waver lev Novels, appea r for t he first t ime in a style 
w o r t h y of the i r m e r i t s , t r a n s l a t e d in to English, un ­
abr idged, a n d beaut i fu l ly p r i n t e d in h a n d s o m e , clear 
t ype . 

" B o o k s which to sea is t o covet . Sure ly Po r thos , 
Athos, and Aramis , a n d the i r comrade D 'Ar t agnan , 
h e r e have sui t ings who l ly w o r t h y of t h e m . " — B o s t o n 
Daily Advertiser. 

Of Dumas ' s famous crea t ion , D 'Ar t agnan , Rober t 
Louis Stevenson, t he popu la r wr i t e r , s ays : **I do not 
say the re is no c h a r a c t e r as wel l d r a w n i n Shakspere; 
I do say the re is none t h a t I love so w h o l l y . " His " f a ­
vori te b o o k " is t he ' V icomtc de Brage loune . ' 

Victor Hugo's Romances, 
Compris ing the fol lowing w o r k s , t r ans l a t ed in to Eu-
gli^h, complete a n d unabr idged , w i t h m a n y i m p o r t a n t 
passages h i ther to o m i t t e d . Uniformly a n d beaut i ful ly 
p r in t ed in large, c lear type, a t the U n i v e r s i t y Press , 
Cambridge , and i l lus t ra ted w i t h t w e n t y p la tes by 
F rench ar t is ts , Inc luding severa l f rom ' T h e Book of 
Go ld . ' 

/ . NOTRE'DAME. With two additional 
chapters , a n d the no te to the las t edi t ion, specially 
t rans la ted . 2 vo ls . 12mo. Cloth. ^3.00. 

/ / . THE MAN WHO LAUGHS. 3 vols. 
ISmo. Clotli. §3.00. 

/ / / . TOILERS OF THE SEA. 2 vols. 
12mo. Cloth. $3.00. 

IV. NINE TV-THREE. Translated by 
Mrs. Aline Delano. 1 v o l . 12mo. Cloth. S1.50. 

r. LES MISERABLES. W r a x a i r s E x ­
cellent English t rans la t ion , the s t a n d a r d , w i t h a l l 
omissions supplied, including special t r ans la t ions 
of several I m p o r t a n t chap te r s . 5 vols . 12mo. 
Cloth. S7..50. 

The complete set of Hugo ' s Romances . 12 vo ls . 
12mo. Cloth, gilt t o p . ^18.00. 

Larae, hanO^otne type, and clear white paper combine 
to make tliese the most beautiful and desirable library 
editions of these great works. 

G E O T E ' S G R E E C E . N o w E d i t i o n . 

A HISTORY OF GREECE .FROM THE 
Earl ies t Period to t he Gloss of the Genera t ion Con­
t e m p o r a r y w i t h Alexander the Grea t . By George 
Grote. Wi th p o r t r a i t a n d p lans . 10 vo ls . Crown 
8vo. Cloth, S&17.50; half calf e x t r a , S37.&0. 

This edit ion has been p r i n t e d from n e w type , a n d is 
the bes t in circulat ion. 

LARGE XYPE EDITIONS OF DARWIN. 
THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES. By Charles 

Darwin , S ix th edi t ion, w i t h addi t ions a n d correc­
t i ons . 2 vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth, $1.50. 

THE DESCENT OF MAN, AND SE-
LKCTION IN RELATION TO SEX. By Charles 
D a r w i n . New edi t ion, revised and a u g m e n t e d . 
Wi th I l lustrat ions. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth. .^5.00. 

N e w a n d beaut iful Engl ish edi t ions of these mos t 
popu la r w o r k s of the grea t wr i t e r , handsomely p r i m e d 
in large, clear t ype . 
LEECH'S PICTURES FROM PUNCH. 

New edi t ion . Compris ing nea r ly ;i,000 sketclies. 
3 vols. . 4to, cloth, e x t r a , gilt edges. Pr ice of the 
set , S12.00. 

WHITE'S SHAKESPEARE. Popular 
edition. A n e w a n d cheap edi t ion, p r in t ed from 
the pame p la tes as the previous edi t ion, w i t h all 
the Notes o t Richard G r a n t Whi te , t he e m i n e n t 
Shakespeare scholar . 6 vols., 12mo, cloth, $7.50. 

This edi t ion combines good larKe type w i t h the ad­
v a n t a g e s of t he bes t t e x t a n d mos t va luab le notes , a t 
a n e x t r e m e l y low price. I t includes t he P lays a n d 
Poems Whi t e ' s Life of Shakespeare , a n Essay on t he 
Else ai'id Progress of the Engl ish Drama, a n d considera­
ble valuable m a t t e r n o t found in o ther edi t ions . 

CONCORDANCE OF THE DIVINA 
Commedla . By E d w a r d Allen Fay , Ph .D . 8vo, 
cloth, 510.00 n e t . 

CENTURY OF TO WNLIFE. A History 
of Char les town, Massachuset ts , 1775-1787. W i t h 
Surveys, t tecords, a n d twenty-e igh t pages of P l a n s 
a n d Views. By J a m e s F . Hunnevvcll , au tho r of 
' The Histor ical Monumen t s of F r a n c e , ' e t c . 8vo, 
cloth , 83.50 ne t . 

LITTLE, BROWN & CO., 
254. Washington Street, Boston. 
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