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m u s t proceed. The words in which she 
expresses he r views a r e an echo of t h e 
'Symposium, ' in which a woman figures a s 
a t eacher wi th more t h a n h u m a n au tho r i t y . 
I t is no t t o be supposed t h a t , in t h e i r a r d o r 
(or winn ing men ' s h e a r t s t o a love o{ t h e 
Beaut i ful , such women as M a r g a r e t of 
N a v a r r e were work ing for t h e i r pe r sona l 
happ iness . P l a ton l sm to t h e m was a 
m e a n s of g iv ing the i r souls to mank ind ; 
M a r g a r e t was t h e pi lot of m e n ' s souls to 
t h e idea of the Beaut i fu l ; and in th i s r a ­
t h e r haza rdous profess ion she piloted so 
well t h a t , a s she te l l s us , " t h e mos t d a r i n g 
w e r e reduced to despa i r , and the mos t down­
h e a r t e d s aw a r a y of hope . " P l a ton ic love 
for these ladies "cons i s t s p rec i se ly in lov­
ing up to the very ve rge of the forbidden," 
N a t u r a l l y t h i s led to some incons i s tenc ies 
of conduct which were eas i ly mi sunde r ­
s tood. But , on t h e whole , t he effect of t h i s 
miss ion of b e a u t y on the p a r t of women 
w a s a wonderful increase in t h e l igh t ­
ness and gaye ty of life, and a ce r t a in 
P la ton ic s en t imen t of t h e b ro the rhood of 
man . 

M. de Maulde ' s c h a p t e r on t h e "Science 
of P l a t o n i s m , " a s M a r g a r e t and o the r d i s ­
t ingu ished women conceived i t , is t h e m o s t 
r e adab l e in the book. The a u t h o r ' s s ty le 
does no t lend Itself to t r a n s l a t i o n . I t is 
l ively enough, but t oo florid for lucidi ty. 
" T h e n T e r r o r spread he r v a m p i r e wings , 
and t h e s i l en t p r i sons swam wi th ho locaus t s 
of b lood" (p. 321)—if M. de Maulde had 
spared u s t h a t sor t of th ing , and had r e ­
sisted t h e impulse t o mora l i ze on the de ­
generac ies of t h e p r e s e n t day, h is vo lume 
migh t h a v e been reduced by some h u n d r e d 
pages . As a p i c t u r e of t h e influence of 
women on society , t h e book is decidedly 
pess imis t ic . Women, we a r e told (p. 410), 

ought no t " t o do violence to t h e i r thought 
by p r i n t i n g i t , " and, aga in (p. 502): 

" L e t t h e m renounce publ ic l ife! But 
l e t t hem t a k e complete possession of t h e 
home life. L e t mannish women, if they 
m u s t , t u r n doc tors , and womanish women 
t u r n p r i e s t s ! L e t al l b e phi losophers , com­
for te rs , m i n i s t e r s of love, human and d i ­
v ine ; l e t them work th rough love, and love 
t h rough love ! L e t t h e m h a v e wha t we 
lack; le t t h e m excel us, en l igh ten us , en­
courage u s ! And in our h e a r t s we La t ins 
sha l l b l e s s them as we bless the sun. P a s ­
sion is a r o y a l - w a r r a n t of life. T h e ' m o r a l 
of our book is tha t good women should love 
the beaut i ful . . . . The re is no need to 
b e a lways a maiden of twe lve . " 

W i t h th i s lucid and insp i r ing appeal to t h e 
new woman , a s envisaged b y a F r e n c h m a n , 
ends th i s c lumsy and i r r i t a t ing , though no t 
unreadab le , work . To the Anglo-Saxon read­
er it suppl ies , too often, an amus ing com­
m e n t a r y on Mr. Leonard Cour tney ' s r ecen t 
reference to t h e "voluble indignat ion of the 
baffled m a l e , " confronted, in F r a n c e , wi th 
t h e economic emanc ipa t ion of woman. 

In spi te of t h e total lack of sequence, one 
can d i sen tangle a few leading ideas from the 
genera l chaos. M. de Maulde 's work can 
be recommended to the ord inary reader who 
knows how. t o sk ip . F o r t h e s tuden t i t has 
l i t t le va lue In Its p re sen t form, because the 
bib l iography, which is indispensable , and the 
voluminous foo t -no tes of t h e or ig ina l a r e , 
in deference to the F rench publ i shers , omi t ­
t ed from t h e t rans la t ion . Doubt less , in t h e 
F r e n c h edi t ion both the s ty le and t h e han ­
dling produce a very different effect. 
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