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traffic might be brought to an end. That
this letter reacked her Majesty, the Chinese,
after an ominous' silence, were informed
by the British. Minister through whom it
had been transmitted, but that no answer
had been made, .and he added that none
might be expected.. “To- the everlasting

shame of the British nation,” writes one of |

the Queen’s Counsel, ‘‘no answer was ever
.made.”” Mr. Holcombe describes one of the
literati whom he saw at an open-air meet-
ing with a tiny jar in his hand and the
stain on a finger which betrays slaves to
narcotic poison, who soon turned away with
a scowl, muttering, ‘Take away your
opium and then talk of your Jesus.”

In Mr. Holcombe’s view, there can be no
partition of a'p'eople who number a fourth
part of the human race, who have no geo-
graphical lines of cleavage, and wh'o, against
such an atrocity, are united like one indi-
vidual soul. Nor can they fail of a grand
development, being in no element moribund
or decadent, but of most perdurable tough-
ness. They will gridiron their empire with
railroads as swittly as they have just forest-
ed it thh telegraph-poles. They cannot
long be held in leading-strings, and will
shake off shackling fetters. The masses are
not opium slaves. Their business firms have
never toler.ated‘ opium-eaters, and gov-
ernmental reform will start by holding the
use of that poison to disqualify for ap-
pointment to any public office.

If wicked outsiders will not cease from
troubling, let them beware lest Mr. Hol-
combe’s forecast prove true:

“The Chinese is not in love with the Euro-
pean, and there is no reason whatever to
expect that he could be easily brought to
call him master. .One thing he might do.
He might take somewhat readily to the
profession of arms, for he possesses all the
natural qualities of a good soldier. He might
submit to all the drill and study involved
in the modern science of war until expert
with the sword, and then, when in his judg-

ment the time had come, thrust it into his
instructor and oppressor” (p. 348).

Mr. .Holcombe has seen as fine a bo!dy of
men under arms in China—saving only the

lack of officers—as can be found elsewhere
(p. 129).

Songs of Modern Greece. Edited by G. F.
Abbott. Cambridge (Eng.) University
Press; New York: Macmillan.

This is an attractive little volume of Iyrics
well chosen and edited on a' sensible plan.
Each song is provided with an introduction
and sufficient notes, explanatory or etymo-
logical, and is accompanied by a llteral
translation. The result is, that any student
of ancient Greek will find here an excellent
introduction to the vernacular in which the
ballads are written, and will soon discover
that most of the words, though strangers at

'ﬁrs-t" “sight ) aré really. old friends slightly

dxsgulsed or transformed. Many, indeed, are
as old as Homer or Hesiod, for a traveller
in the Levant may hear a boatman, for in-
stance, apply to his tackle some designation
as old as the Odyssey. The fact is well
brought out in these selections that the
main bulk even of the vernacular is solidly
based on the ancient tongue, and
slightly disguised even in the colloquial

1

is but’

speech. There are little lygics eyery word of .
which is absolutely pure classic Greek, with

the verbal forms but slightly altered, while
in others the vocabulary is mingled with
Ttalian, Arabic, and Turkish—that is to say,
,the language is alive, and carries signs of
the various soils in which it has grown. The
more ‘popular ballads flit rapidly about from

one end to the other of the Greek world, -

and in their travels soon lose definite traces
of local color and of dialectic peculiarities.
‘“The Greek language,’” says er. Abbott, “is
so elastic that provincial idioms and ex-
pressions can easily, and, so to speak, un-
consciously, disappear without in the least
altering the sense or the rhythm of the
original.’’ This vital process nmiust have gone
on in the past when the rhapsodists carried
the Homeric poems from island to island and
from shore to shore; it is a factor that
must be reckoned with in any analysis of
the Homeric language, and it is evidently a
shifting and elﬁsive factor, which nullifies,
in the main, attempts like Fick’s to re-
cover after thirty centuries the original dia-
lect, “on the assumption that the present
form is the result of systematic redaction.”

However, these selections are quite too
charming to waste their. sweetness on the
scholar who is seeking merely a philological
appendix and commentary on the classical
Greek. The poems, ha,ve a piquant national
and characteristié flavor quite-their own, and
certainly most seductive. Though the sé-
lection is made up largely of the editor’s
own gleanings, and is designed not to trench
on previous publications in Western Europe,
it offers a surprising freshness, variety, and
delicaéy of sentiment, sprightliness, exquisite
fancy and naiveté, and occasionally a fine
lyric frenzy expressed with perfect-directness
and simplicity.. The melancholy fact is, that
these -unknown improvisers show more
genuine poetic gifts than most of the modern
versifiers whose names are known in Athens.
Mr. Abbott is only a gleaner after Fauriel
and Passow; yet we should feel loath to
exchange his little volume against the bulky
‘Parnassos’ of 1,000 pages that appeared in

! Athens about 1880. Even to the ‘Parnassos’

we say. macte virtute, which may be render-
ed, Hlbermcé “More power to you.” For, if
we look at home,  and subtract from Mr.
Stedman’s ‘American Anthology’ the contri-
butions of three or four real poets, what

have we to boast of, hltherto? We have no*

wild flowers to compare with the blossoms
of this native Grecian flora.
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Two Notable Books_.ﬂf
relating to the V1ctor1an Era are’
"VICTORIAN POETS

_ By E. C. STEDMAN

Wlth Toplcal Analy51s in Margin, and full Analytlcal
Index. 7hirtieth Impression. Revised and extended.
With an Introductory Note relating to the last decade.

" of the Nineteenth Century. Crown 8vo, gilt top, $2 25;
half calf, $3 50.

The leading poets included in Mr. Stedmans survey
are Tennyson, Landor, the Brownings, Hood, Arnold,
“Barry Cornwall,” Buchanan, Morris, Swinburne, and
"‘Rossetti It also embraces very fully the minor poets
and schools of the periud, and with its copious notes and
index forms a complete guide-book to the poetry of the
V1ctorlan era.

. One of the most thorough workmanllke and artistic pieces of
real critical wr1t1ng that we have in English, For the period cov-
. ered by it, it is the most comprehensive, profound, and lucid 11terary

exposition that has appeared in this country or e]sewhere—
il Moses Corr TYLER, Cornell University.

A VICTORIAN ANTHOLOGY -
_ By E. C. STEDMAN
Selections illustrating the editor’s critical review of British
poetry in the reign of Victoria (“Victorian:Poets”).
With brief biographiés of the authors quoted, a fine
frontispiece portrait of Queen Victoria, and a vignette

of the Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey. Large.

crown 8vo, 784 pages, gilt top, $2.50; full gilt, $3.00;
half calf, $4.50; levant, or tree calf, $6.00. :

Any one who has studied that marvelously delicate and accu-
rate critical review of British poetry during the reign of Victoria,
by Mr. E. C. Stedman, will admit, without a moment’s question,

that there is no one on either side of the Atlantic better fitted than-
he to edit an anthology of the period, which will give much more
than a.glimpse into the rich contributions- which Great ‘Britain has
. made in the years 1837-1895, to the literature of the finest of arts,

poetry. .Mr. Stedman’s ** Victorian Poets” has deservedly become

a standard both in England and America, and " his present volume

takes its proper place as a companion book, illustrating with delight-
ful and graphic. charm the yiews of the critic. —Boston Aa’wrtzser

-« «-Large Paper Edition

This comprised 250 numbered copies. A few copies can still be. had, in two octavo volumes,

printed upon high-grade paper, with two etched Photogravures of Queen Victoria. The -vignette
on the engraved title represents the Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey. Price $10.00 net:

'Sold by-all Booksellers. ;S;e}tt, pp}tpaid',vb_y
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Bostox..
11 East 17TH-STREET, NEW YORK ~
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5
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Most of these waisb's are made from-
our own materials, and we believe -
they are unsurpassed in style, work-
manship, and quality.
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