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trafflc migh t be b rough t to an end. Tha t 
th i s l e t t e r reached h e r Majes ty , the Chinese, 
a f te r a n ominous ' s i lence , were informed 
by t h e Br i t i sh . M i n i s t e r t h rough whom It 
had been t r a n s m i t t e d , bu t t h a t no answer 
had been made , . and h e added tha t none 
m i g h t be expected. . "To- the eve r l a s t ing 
s h a m e of the Br i t i sh n a t i o n , " w r i t e s one of 
the Queen ' s Counsel, " n o answer was ever 
m a d e . " Mr. Holcombe desc r ibes one of the 
l i t e r a t i whom h e saw a t an o p e n - a i r m e e t ­
ing wi th a t iny j a r in his hand and the 
s t a in on a finger which b e t r a y s s laves to 
na rco t i c poison, who soon tu rned away wi th 
a scowl, m u t t e r i n g , " T a k e away your 
opium and then ta lk of y o u r J e s u s . " 

In Mr. Holcombe 's view, t h e r e can be no 
•par t i t ion of a people .who n u m b e r a fourth 
p a r t of the human race , who have no geo­
g raph ica l l ines of c leavage , and who, aga in s t 
such an. a t roc i ty , a r e uni ted l ike one indi­
vidual soul . N o r can they fall of a g rand 
development , being In no e l e m e n t moribund 
or decadent , bu t of mos t p e r d u r a b l e tough­
ness . T h e y will g r id i ron t h e i r empi re wi th 
r a i l r o a d s as swift ly a s they h a v e j u s t fores t ­
ed i t w i th t e l eg raph-po le s . They canno t 
long be held in l e a d i n g - s t r i n g s , and will 
shake off shack l ing f e t t e r s . The m a s s e s a r e 
no t op ium s laves . T h e i r b u s i n e s s firms have 
never t o l e r a t ed ' o p i u m - e a t e r s , and gov­
e r n m e n t a l re form will s t a r t by holding the 
use of t h a t poison to disqual ify for ap­
po in tmen t t o any publ ic office. 

If wicked ou t s ide r s will no t cease from 
t roub l ing , le t t hem b e w a r e l e s t Mr. Ho l ­
combe ' s forecas t p rove t r u e : 

" T h e ' C h i n e s e is not in love wi th the E u r o ­
pean, and t h e r e is no r e a s o n w h a t e v e r to 
expect t h a t he could be eas i ly b rough t to 
call h im m a s t e r . One t h i n g he migh t do. 
H e m i g h t t a k e s o m e w h a t read i ly t o t h e 
profess ion of a r m s , for he possesses all the 
n a t u r a l qua l i t i e s of a good soldier . H e migh t 
submi t to all the dr i l l and s tudy Involved 
in the m o d e r n sc ience of w a r unt i l exper t 
wi th the sword, and t hen , when in h i s judg­
m e n t t h e t ime had come, t h r u s t it into his 
i n s t r u c t o r and o p p r e s s o r " (p. 348). 

Mr. -Holcombe has s een a s fine a body of 
men u n d e r a r m s in Ch ina—sav ing only the 
lack of officers—as can be found e l sewhere 
(p. 129J. 

Songs of Modem Greece. Ed i ted by G. . F . 
Abbot t . Cambr idge (Eng. ) Unive r s i ty 
P r e s s ; N e w Y o r k : Macmi l l an . 

This is a n a t t r a c t i ve l i t t l e vo lume of lyrics 
well chosen and edited ,on 0. sens ib le plan. 
E a c h song is provided wi th an introduct ion 
and sufficient notes , e x p l a n a t o r y or e t ymo­
logical , and is accompanied by a l i te ra l 
t r ans la t ion . The r e s u l t is, t h a t a n y s t u d e n t 
of anc ien t Greek will find'here an excel lent 
Int roduct ion to the v e r n a c u l a r in which t h e 
bal lads a r e w r i t t e n , and will soon discover 
t h a t mos t of t h e words , t h o u g h s t r a n g e r s a t 

first sight, a re real ly old fr iends s l ight ly 
disguised or t ransformed. Many, Indeed, a r e 
as old a s H o m e r o r Hesiod, for a t r ave l l e r 
in the L e v a n t m a y h e a r a boa tman , for in ­
stance, apply to .his t a c k l e some des igna t ion 
as old as the Odyssey. The fact is well 
b rough t ou t in these se lec t ions t h a t t h e 
main hulk even of the ve rnacu la r is solidly 
Imsed on the anc ien t tongue , and is bu t 
s l ight ly disguised even in t h e colloquial 
speech. The re a re l i t t l e lyr ics ^eyery word ,of 
which is absolutely pure classic Greek, wi th 
t h e verbal forms but s l igh t ly a l t e red , whi le 
in o thers the vocabulary is mingled wi th 
I ta l ian , Arabic, and T u r k i s h — t h a t is to say, 
the language, is al ive, and car r ies s igns of 
the various soils in which i t h a s grown. The 
more popular ba l lads flit rapidly about from 
one end to the o ther of the Greek world, 
and in the i r t r ave l s soon lose definite t r aces 
of local color and of dialectic pecul ia r i t i es . 
" T h e Greek l anguage , " s a y s Mr. Abbot t , " i s 
so elastic t h a t provincia l idioms and ex ­
press ions can easily, and, so to speak, u n ­
consciously, d i sappear wi thout in the leas t 
a l t e r ing t h e sense o r t h e r h y t h m of t h e 
or ig ina l . " This ,v i ta l process m u s t have gone 
on in the pas t when the rhapsod is t s carr ied 
the Homer ic poems from is land to is land and 
from .shore to .shore; i t is a factpr t h a t 
mus t be reckoned with in a n y analys is of 
the Homeric language , and it is evidently a 
shift ing and elusive factor, which niillifies, 
in the main; a t t e m p t s l ike F i ck ' s to r e ­
cover after th i r ty cen tu r i e s the or iginal d ia ­
lect, "on the assumpt ion t h a t the p r e s e n t 
form is t h e resu l t of sys temat ic r edac t ion . " 

However , these se lec t ions a re quite too 
charming to was te the i r , swee tness on t h e 
scholar who i s seek ing merely, a philological 
appendix and commenta ry on t h e classical 
Greek. The poems. ha,ye a p iquan t na t iona l 
and charac ter i s t ic flavor qu i t e the i r own, and 
cer ta in ly most seduct ive . Though the s e ­
lection is made up largely of the edi tor ' s 
own gleanings , and is designed not to t r ench 
on previous publ icat ions in W e s t e r n Europe , 
it offers a su rp r i s ing f reshness , va r ie ty , and 
delicacy of sent iment , sp r igh t l iness , exquis i te 
fancy and na ive te , and occasional ly a fine 
lyric, frenzy expressed with perfect d i rec tness 
and simplici ty. , The me lancho ly fact is , t h a t 
these unknown iroprovisers show more 
genuine poetic gifts t h a n m o s t of the m o d e m 
versifiers whose n a m e s a r e known in Athens . 
Mr. Abbot t Is only a g l e a n e r a f te r Fau r i e l 
and Passow; ye t we should feel loath to 
exchange his l i t t le vo lume a g a i n s t the bulky 
' P a r n a s s o s ' of 1,000 p a g e s t h a t appeared in 
Athens about 1880. E v e n t o the ' P a r n a s s o s ' 
we say.macte virtute, which m a y be r e n d e r ­
ed, Hibernicfe, "More power to you . " For , if 
we look a t home, • and sub t r ac t from Mr. 
S tedman ' s 'American Anthology ' t he cont r i ­
but ions of th ree or four r e a l poe t s , wha t 
have we to boas t of, h i t h e r t o ? W e have n o ' 

wild flowers to compare wi th the blossoms 
of th is na t ive Grecian flora. 
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Two Notable Books 
relating to the Victorian Era are : 

VICTORIAN POETS 
By E. C. STEDMAN 

With Topical Analysis in Margin, and full Analytical 
Index. Thirtieth Impression. Revised and extended. 
With an Introductory Note relating to the last decade, 
of the Nineteenth Century. Crown 8vo, gilt top, $2,25; 
half calf, $3 50. . 

T h e leading poets included in Mr. Stedman's survey 
are Tennyson, Landor, the Brownings, Hood, Arnold, 
" Barry Cornwall," Buchanan, Morris, Swinburne, and 
Rossetti It also embraces very fully the minor poets 
and schools of the period, and with its copious notes and 
index forms a complete guide-book to the poetry of the 
Victorian era. , . 

• • One of the most thorough, workmanlike, and artistic pieces of 
real critical writing that we have in English. For the period cov­
ered by it, it is the most comprehensive, profound, and lucid literary 
exposition that has appeared in this country or elsewhere.— 
MOSES COIT TYLER, Cornell University. .' . . . 

A VICTORIAN ANTHOLOGY 
By E. C. STEDMAN 

Selections illustrating the editor's critical review of British 
poetry in the reign of Victoria ('"Victorian Poets"). 
With brief biographies of the authors quoted, a fine 
frontispiece portrait of Queen Victoria, and a vignette 
of: the Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey. . Large . 
crown Svo, 784 pages, gilt top, $2.50; full gilt, $3.00; 
half calf, $4.50 ; levant, or tree calf,. $6.00. 

Any one who has studied that marvelously delicate and accu­
rate critical review of British poetry during the reign of Yictoria,, 
by Mr. E. C. Stedman, will admit, without a moment 's question, 
that there is no one on either side of the Atlantic bet ter fitted than 
he to edit an anthology of the period, which will give much more' 
than a,glimpse into the rich contributions- which Great Britain has 
made in the years 1837-1895, to the li terature of the finest of arts , 
poetry. Mr. Stedman's "Vic to r ian Poe t s" has deservedly become 
a standard both in England and America, arid ' his present volume 
takes its proper place as a companion book, i l lustrating with delight­
ful and graphic charm' the ..views of the critic.—Boston Advertiser. • 

• - • • 'Large Paper Edition 

Tliis comprised 21:0 numbered copies. A few copies can still be, had, in two octavo volumes, 
printed upon high-grade paper, with two etched Photogravures of Queen Victoria. The -vignette 
on the engraved title represents the Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey. Pr ice^ io .oo neti 

Sold'by..all Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, bi • 
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m a d e in the newest styles, and 
are thoroughly reliable in every 
way . All sizes from 32 .to 42 
inches, in the following ma te ­
r ials : 

White Pique ." , . . . $3.75 
Linen Zephyrs 3.50, 3.76, and t.OO. 
Scotch Maaras 3,00, 3.35, and 3.50 
Percale Eaye .3..50 
Plain White Lawn 2.50 
Tucked Lawn 3.00 and 3.50 

Most of these waists are made from-
our own materials, and we believe 
they are unsurpassed in style , work­
manship, and quali ty. 

James McCutcheon & Co. 
14 West 23d St. . N. Y. 
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