
March 28, 1901] Tile iN'atioii, 263 
cr i t ic , and F u k u r p k u Inca rna te a s a polyp. 
A signif icant des ign r e p r e s e n t s fore igners of 
different n a t i o n a l i t i e s suspended by thei r 
m o u t h s f rom a pole, as . the J a p a n e s e dry 
flsh, wi th t h e des ignat ion "To j in -bosh i " 
(dr ied b a r b a r i a n s ) , t he full force of which 
t e r m would be b e t t e r expressed by the 
Shaksper i an ph ra se , " s m a r t i n g in l inger ing 
p ick le . " Ex t r eme ly e n t e r t a i n i n g a r e t h e hu­
morous scenes t a k e n from rea l l i fe , begin­
n i n g wi th t h e t ra l ios of children, and the 
prac t i ca l jokes which they a re fond of p lay-
i n g u p o n o l d e r pe r sons , and Inc luding comical 
inc iden t s of a domes t i c o r social cha rac t e r , 
and gayet ies in which the a t t r a c t i v e cent re 
is t h e Geisha, to whose fascinat ions even 
sa in t ly ascet ics somet imes succumb. 

I t is ha rd ly necessa ry t o add t h a t t h e con­
t a c t of J a p a n e s e w i th W e s t e r n civilization, 
which h a s produced such remarkable , 
changes in t h e " l a n d of t h e r i s ing s u n , " 
h a s also modified the express ion of its hu­
mor . Undue e a g e r n e s s to app rop r i a t e t he 
frui ts of E u r o p e a n cu l tu re h a s been inevi­
t a b l y a t t e n d e d w i t h b lunder s which furnish­
ed m a t e r i a l for bur lesque. Comic papers , 
l ike Marumaru Ghimhun, mode l led after 
Punch, Kladderadatsch, Fliegende Blatter, or 
Life, a p p e a r f rom t i m e t o t ime , b u t have 
mos t ly an ephemera l ex is tence . If they in ­
dulge in poli t ical s a t i r e , t h e r igorous censor­
ship of the p r e s s soon ends the i r ca ree r . In 
conclusion, we hear t i ly commend N e t t o and 
W a g e n e r ' s beaut i ful ly p r in t ed and finely i l ­
lus t ra ted vo lume for i t s apprec ia t ive t r e a t ­
m e n t of an i m p o r t a n t subject , of which the 
major i ty of fore igners h a v e only ve ry vague 
concept ions . 

Frangipani's Ring: An E v e n t in t h e Xiife of 
H e n r y Thode . T r a n s l a t e d by J . F . C. L. 
London: J o h n Macqueen. 
T h i s n a r r a t i v e cen t r e s abou t a n i n t e r e s t ­

ing piece of t r e a s u r e - t r o v e . The t i t l e m a y 
sugges t to some a m e m o r y of t h e appea l 
m a d e by F r a n c i s I. f rom bis cap t iv i ty a t 
Madr id to Sol iman t h e Magnii icent . But the 
book h a s n o t h i n g to do wi th t h a t subject . 
The P r a n g i p a n i in ques t ion was Count Chr is ­
topher , a b r o t h e r of t h e Count J o h n who 
w a s employed by t h e K i n g of F r a n c e , and 
t h e focal po in t is Venice r a t h e r t h a n Con­
s t an t inop le . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g of 1892, a 
workman , in d igging a di tch a t P r a t a , n e a r 
Pordenone in Fl-iuli, found a t rue - love r i ng 
which bore the inscr ip t ion , Mit tcyllen dyn 
cygen—"willingly t h i n e own . " I t w a s t a k e n 
to Venice for sale , and w a s t h e r e bought by 
Dr. Thodo. I t s new owner a t once began a 

ques t for information about i t , and w a s led 
to bel ieve by t h e Diaries of Marino Sanuto 
t h a t I t had belonged t o Count Ch r i s t ophe r 
F r a n g i p a n i . The re Is evidence- to s h o w - t h a t 
F r ang ipan i , fighting for t h e E m p e r o r Maxi ­
mi l i an aga ins t Venice in 1514, los t " a r e l i c " 
n e a r Pordenone , w h e r e the r ing was found, j 
The Vene t i ans captured h i m in b a t t l e and 
lodged him as a s t a t e pr i soner in the Tor r i -
cella. About a y e a r l a t e r h i s wife wr i t e s 
h im t h a t she is hav ing a n e w r ing made in 
place of the old one which he h a s lost , 
somewhat smal le r t h a n t h e other , and a s k s 
t h a t h e wil l have t h e same legend engraved 
thereon . "And I a m inward ly cons t ra ined 
to send the r ing to your Lordship , in order 
t h a t you m a y wea r i t for love 's sake , and 
in r emembrance of me . And s ince t h e r e is 
no good goldsmith to be found he re , I p ray 
your Lordship, should th i s p lease you, to 
have it graven t h e r e . " 

The hero ine of the s tory, which is told in 
mos t roman t i c s ty le , wi th documents of 
proof inser ted a t in te rva l s , is th i s same 
lady, Apollonia L a n g of Augsburg . She 
was a s i s te r of Maximil ian ' s confidential ad­
viser . Cardinal M a t t h e w Lang, t h e ce lebra t ­
ed Archbishop of Salzburg. After a, br i l ­
l i an t ca ree r a t t h e Imper ia l cour t , s h e m a r ­
r ied Count Jul ian von Lodron, and lived 
w i th him unti l h i s death, shor t ly af ter , a t 
Ober-VeiUach in the Moll thal , where he r 
m e m o r y is sti l l p reserved by an in te re s t ing 
a l t a r -p iece of Jan Scorel . Then she mar r i ed 
Frang ipan i , and proved a mos t faithful wife 
to him. After sending the second r ing, she 
soon m a d e her way t o Venice, and shared 
h e r husband ' s long capt ivi ty . E a r l y in 
1519, F rang ipan i w a s given over by the 
Vene t i ans t o t h e F rench , and k e p t by t h e m 
a pr i soner in the Castel lo a t Milan. Apol­
lonia accompanied h im there , too, and j u s ­
tified t h e legend of t h e r ing by r e m a i n ­
ing a t his side t i l l h e r dea th , September , 
1519. 

Dr. Thode is anxious to prove t h a t his 
s to ry is no t a hoax , and supplements h is 
conclusions a t every po in t by evidence 
draiwn from t r u s t w o r t h y sources . Assuming 
t h a t he has got F r a n g i p a n i ' s r ing , which is 
no t unl ikely , the whole episode is a n u n u s ­
ual one. I t reminds us of Prof. C. E. N o r ­
ton ' s a r t ic le (published some y e a r s ago in 
t h e Atlantic Monthly) on 'Rawdon Brown 
and t h e 'Scutcheon of Banished Norfolk." 
The t r a n s l a t o r might , a t places, have w r i t ­
t en be t t e r Etoglish, but t h e volume a s a 
whole, wi th i ts rea l r e sea rch , i ts beaut iful 
type, and i t s excel lent i l l u s t r a t i ons , is very 
a t t r ac t i ve . 
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