. mundane horrors
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of the modern than the medizval gpirit, and
for which, therefore, a satisfactory English

.equivalent might more: readily be found.”

Penclope’s  Irish Ezperiences, ~ By Kate
Douglas Wiggin, - Boston; . ‘Houghton,
Mimllin & Co. 1901. Pp. vi, 327,

Peneclope and her friends here cross St.
George’s Channel to Ireland, in search of
adventures such as, already recounted con-
«cerning England and Scotland, have delight-
ed a large circle of readers. Whether it is
-that England. presents a wider or was a
fresher field, after perusal of the present’
volume we are still of the oplnxon that
Mrs. Riggss experiences there were the
rlchest The narrative reads better than’
when appearmg in serial form. We are not;
compelled to centre ourselves upon partlcu-‘
lar chapters that may not please, but are’
left free to choose those whlch do. The
love story 1ntertwmed to meet the gen- "
eral taste of readers. of llght literature isi
,of the most airy character, though it does.
K nd to the strams or a bndal march in a.
cathedral :
" The, book has’, its ﬂaults. The”rlomestic'
a angements at” Mrs. Duddys Hotel a.nd
knockarney House should have been hmted|
at not descnbed Doubtless Mrs Riggs metl
sueh in Irela.nd though we never have. - But,:
true or 1mag1nary, they mlght" hetter ha.ve~
been left unpa.rtlcula.rlzed like’ many other‘
Occas1onally, in: gener-
aliza.tlon, ‘our authoress freads on. dellcato
ground In 80 far  as Irlshmen, hlgh or'
low, m.ay appear dlfferent trom the inhabi-:

'ta.nts ot other countries, 1t is less; in the}

blood than m the surroundmgs. And“AlfredI
a. smgularly unsate gulde in Irlsh
generallzatlons._ Mrs nggs wa.s never moren
mxstaken tha.n"when fancymg that “ther ] 1s
scarcely a country on the map in whlcht
one. could be more . toohsh w1thout belngv
found out » There are 1n truth no keener
stlcklers tor proprletles than the Irish

.peasautry, and the supreme foohshness ot;

travellers who indulge in foohsh pra.nks 1n(
Ireland is 1n supposmg they are not seen
through )

Our autho' 1s smgularly happy 1n the se-
lectlon of snatches of. Irish song and pas--
. sages Irom Irlsh legends woven 1nto her
narratxve. Som.e of her. touches are mlmi-
table, as in the scene at the ra.xlway sta-
_tion, where the porter solem.nly announces:.
“Thls thraln never shtops! ThJs thrain:
never shtops"’—or in a v1llage, “wan of the
,natest towns in.the ring .of Ireland for 1t
ye made a slip in the street of it, be- the
.help of God ye were always sure. to fall
.into. a public house’” Mrs.. Riggs excels
in descriptions of the natural beauties of
thefcountry.

“In dazzlmg glory, in r1chness of color
.there is nothing in Nature that we can
compare with this [the gorse], loveliest and’
commonest of all wayside weeds, The gleam-

" -ing wealth of the Klondyke would make but

«a’ poor show beside a_ single .Irishjhedge-
row; one would think that Mother Earth had
stored in her bosom all the sunniest gledms
of bygone summers,  and was now giving
-them back to the sun king from whom she
borrowed them.”

She has genuine apprecxatxon of and feel-
-ing for the people: . -

“All 'i§ silent, and the blue haze of the
peat smoke curlg up from the thatch. -Lis-
dara’s .young - people’ have mostly gone to
the .Big Country; and how many tears have
dropped on the path we are treading, as

New York in Fiction:

Peggy and Mary, Cormac and Miles, with

a wooden box in the donkey-cart behind
them, or perhaps with only a bundle hanging
from a blackthorn stick; have come down
the hill to seek their fortune. . . . They
are used to poverty and hardship "and h.un-
ger, and, although they are going quite
penmless to a new country, sure it can he no
worse thdan the old.”

_Penelope. must bave been in Ireland but
a short year ago from the date at which
we write. All appeared loyalty and enthu-
siasm concerning the Queen. She has pass-
ed from earth. The Irish question again
stands out in some of its grimmest features.

It is well we have writings in ‘lighter ’

vein,” such as this, to en_liven our thoughts
concerning the “Dark Rosaleen.”

-Maurice. Dodd, Mead & Co.

" “How much'Art-has ‘done for Nature,” ex--
claiméd an old. lady ‘on hearing a modern-
ignored pussy--:

decorator gush over the
willow of her .own youth. -So might one say
of Mr. ‘Maurice’s ‘New York in Fiction,’
‘“How much story-writers have done for this

city!” After reading the exhaustive bibliog- .

raphy of its fiction and the exhaustive iden-
tifications of sites and buildings and cafés
-and dwellmgs Avith those mentioned in the
works of the New -York school,, from Hop-
kingon Smith to E. W. Townsend (with ref-
erences to a few ancients.like Cooper and
Irving), one -almost- feels that these gentle-
ment invefited New York, so vital it appears
‘to-determiie -in what house on Washmgton
Square COrawford’s Lauderdales lived, and
-where-Chimmie Fadden abode after becom-

-ing footman:to ‘“His Whiskers.”. The writer
.has a message and a prophecy, to the effect

that the .coming great American novel ought’
to be. and -will 'be a novel.of politi¢cs, and
sighs.for the writer who will draw fulness of
inspiration from the boarding-house. Mean-

‘time, his. principal .office .is that of guide,

and,. we fancy, a trustworthy one., He and’
his ‘pretty volume, with its. many attractive.

photographs, take us equally through Newf ’
.York and through -its modern. literature. It|

will doubtless inspire its readers to explora-
tory: prowls, their Brander Matthews and
Richard Harding Davis in band like so many
red Baedekers, while they insert mental tab-
lets in the walls of the flat-house where
Neuman murdered.-his betrothed, and upon
the path where took place the runaway de-
scribed in ‘The Homourable Peter Stlrllng
And this will be as_ it should, since Mr.
Maurice says that if hlS book ‘“‘provokes one
reader to 'a closer a.cquamtance with the
rear temements of New York it will not
have lived in vam
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