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of t h e modern t h a n t h e mediaeval spir i t , and 
for which, therefore , a sa t i s fac tory Engl ish 

. equ iva len t migh t m o r e ; r e a d i l y be found." 

Penelope's Irish Experiences. By K a t e 
Douglas 'Wiggin. B o s t o n : : Hough ton , 
Mifflin & Co. 1901. Pp . vi, 327.' 
Pene lope and her fr iends h e r e c ross St. 

.Greorge's Channel to I r e l and , in sea rch of 
a d v e n t u r e s such as , a l r eady r ecoun ted con­
ce rn ing E n g l a n d and Scot land, have de l ight ­
ed a l a rge circle of r e ade r s . W h e t h e r It i s 

- tha t England, p r e s e n t s a wider or was. a 
f resher field, a f t e r pe rusa l of t h e p r e s e n t 
volume we a r e sti l l of the opinion t h a t 
,Mrs. -Riggs's exper iences t h e r e were t h e , 
, r i ches t . The n a r r a t i v e r eads b e t t e r t han 
when a p p e a r i n g in se r i a l form. W e a r e no t •. 
compel led to cen t re our se lves upon, p a r t i o u - , 

, I a r , . chap te r s t h a t may not p lease , b u t a r e ' 
, left free to choose those which do. T h e , 
love s to ry . in te r twined t o m e e t t h e g e n - ' 
e r a l t a s t e of r e a d e r s of , l ight l i t e r a t u r e I s ' 

,of t h e mos t a i r y c h a r a c t e r , t h o u g h i t does! 
,end to t h e s t r a i n s of a br ida l m a r c h In a, 
c a thed ra l . 

The, book h a s . i t s f au l t s . T h e d o m e s t i c ' 
a r r a n g e m e n t s a t Mrs . C u d d y ' s ' Ho te l , . and ; 
K n o c k a r n e y House should have ' been h in ted i 
a t , no t descr ibed. Doub t l e s s Mrs; R iggs m e t ] 

.such, in I r e l and , though .we never l iave. - But , | 

. t rue or imaginary , they , m i g h t .bet ter t i ave ; 

. been , l e f t , unpa r t i cu l ax i zed , l ike m a n y o ther i 
. .mundane. ho r ro r s . Occasldnai ly, in g e n e r - ' 

a l i za t ion , our a u t h o r e s s t r e a d s on. .del ica te 
. g r o u n d . , . In so far . a s I r i shmen , highr ori 
low, naay appea r different from the inl iabi- '• 
t a n t s of. o the r count r ies , I t . i s less,-in t h e ! 
blood t h a n in t h e , s u r r o u n d i n g s . And Alfred} 

^Austin is a . s i n g u l a r l y unsa fe ,gu ide in Irish* 
genera l iza t ions . ; Mrs. Riggs w a s neve r morei 
mi s faken t h a n when, fancying t h a t "ther.e is, 

,scarcely a count ry on t h e m a p in w h i c h ' 
one . c b u i d ' b e m o r e , foolish wi thou t be ing , 
found ou t . " T h e r e a re , in t r u t h , n o . k e e n e r ; 
s t i ck l e r s for , .p ropr ie t ies t h a n the . I r i s h 

„ p e a s a n t r y , and t h e s u p r e m e foolishness of j 
t r a v e l l e r s who. indulge, in foolish p r a n k s - i n j 
I r e l and is in, s u p p o s i n g - t h e y a r e n o t seeni 
t h rough . ,., . 

Our a u t h o r is s ingu la r ly , h a p p y in t h e se-j 
l ec t ion of sna t ches of. I r i s h song and pas- i 
s a g e s f rom, I r i s h legends woven in to her : 
n a r r a t i v e . Some ,o£ he r . t ouches a r e iu imi- ' 
t ab le , a s in the scene a t the ra i lway s t a - j 
t ion, where the p o r t e r solemnly announces; ! 
" T h i s t h r a i u neve r s h t o p s ! This t h r a ln . 
n e v e r sh tops !"—or in a v i l lage , " w a n of the ' 

. n a t e s t t o w n s i n . t h e r i n g ,of I r e l and , tor it: 
ye m a d e a s l ip in the s t r e e t of i t , be the ' 
help of God ye w e r e a lways sure, to fall 
i n t o . a. pub l ic h o u s e ! " . Mrs . . Riggs exce ls 
in. desc r ip t ions of t h e n a t u r a l b e a u t i e s of 
t h e - c o u n t r y : 

" I n dazzl ing glory , , in r i chness of -co lor , 
t he re i s n o t h i n g in N a t u r e t h a t . we. can 
coni 'pare w i t h th i s [ t h e g o r s e ] , lovel iest and' 
commones t of al l ways ide weeds . The g leam­
ing w e a l t h of t h e Klondyke would m a k e but 

. , a ' p o o r show beside a s ingle . Ir lshJ hedge­
row; one would th ink t h a t Mother E a r t h had 
s to red in her bosom all the sunnies t g leams 
of bygone s u m m e r s , • and w a s now giving 
them back to the sun k ing from whom slie 
borrowed t h e m . " 

She has genuine apprec ia t ion of and feel­
ing for t h e people : • 

"A l l Is s i len t , and t h e b lue haze of the 
p e a t sntioke cur l s u p from the tha t ch . L l s -
d a r a ' s young peop le '• h a v e m o s t l y ifone to 
the Big Count ry ; and how m a n y tearjs have 
dropped on the p a t h we a r e tread'ing, a s 

Peggy and Mary, Cormac and Miles, wi th 
a wooden box i n the donkey-car t behind 
them, or pe rhaps with only a bundle hanging 
from a b l a c k t h o r n sticky have come down 
the hi l l to s eek the i r for tune. . . . They 
a r e used to pover ty and ha rdsh ip ' and hun­
ger , and, a l though they a r e go ing qui te 
penn i l ess to a new count ry , su re i t can be no 
worse t h a n t h e old." 

.Penelope, mus t have been in I re land but 
a sho r t yea r ago from the da te a t which 
we w r i t e . All appea red loyal ty and en thu­
s iasm concern ing the Queen. She has pass­
ed from ea r th . The Ir ish quest ion aga in 
s t ands out In some of Its g r immes t features . . 
I t Is well we have wr i t i ngs in " l igh te r 
ve in , " such as t h i s , to enl iven our thoughts 
concern ing t h e " D a r k Rosa leen . " 

New lYorh in Fiction: By A r t h u r Bar t l e t t 
Maurice. Dodd, Mead & Co.' 

"How much A r t h a s done for N a t u r e , " ex­
claimed ^an old. lady on hea r ing a modern 
decora tor giish over the ignored pussy-
•willow of he r own youth . So migh t one say 
of Mr. Maur ice ' s 'New York in Fict ion, ' 
" H o w much s t o r y - w r i t e r s have done for th i s 
c i t y ! " After read ing the exhaus t ive bibliog­
r aphy of its fiction and the exhaus t ive iden­
tifications of s i tes and bui ldings and cat&s 
and dwell ings w i th those ment ioned in the 
works of :the New-York school,.^ from H o p -
•klnson Smith to E. W. Townsend (with ref­
erences t o a few anc ien t s l ike Cooper and 

• I r v i n g ) , o n e a lmos t feels t h a t t he se gen t l e -
m e h t in'V'ented New York, so vi tal it appears 
t o - d e t e r m i n e in wha t house on Wash ing ton 
Square Crawford 's Lauder 'dales lived, and 
where Chimmie Fadden abode af te t becom­
ing footman t o " H i s W h i s k e r s . " The wr i t e r 
h a s a message and a prophecy, to the effect 
t ha t the .coming grea t Amer ican novel ought 
to be. and win be a novel of politics, and 
sighs.for t h e wr i t e r who will draw fulness of 
inspira t ion from the boarding-house . Mean­
t ime, h is pr incipal oIBce is t h a t of guide, 
and,, we fancy, a trust-worthy one. , He and 
his p re t ty voluihe, 'with. Its. m a n y a t t r ac t ive 
pho tographs , t a k e u s equally th rough New 
York and th rough i t s m o d e m l i t e r a tu re . .It 
will doubt less inspire i t s r eade r s to explora­
tory- prowls , t he i r B r a n d e r Mat thews and 
Richard H a r d i n g Davis In hand l ike so m a n y 
red Baedekers , whi le they Inser t m e n t a l t a b ­
le ts in the -walls of the flat-house, where 
Neunian m u r d e r e d . h l s be t ro thed , and upon 
the pa th where took place the r u n a w a y de ­
scribed in 'The Honourab le P e t e r St i r l ing. ' 
And this will be a s , it should] since Mr. 
Maurice says t h a t If h i s book "provokes one 
reader to a closer acquaintance, wi th the 
r ea r t e n e m e n t s of New York, ' i t will not 
have lived in va in . " 
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