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ART EDUCATION THROUGH THE LI-
BRARIES.

Recent significant attempts to train
the larger public in the appreciation of
art have brought out certain principles
which any such work must observe.
First, it has become apparent that train-
ing in art appreciation is best under-
taken by institutions which are already
frequented by the pedple. The exhibitions
of the societies and of dealers reach a
very limited class and one already of
considerable training. Free lectures and

museum talks—excellent, both, in their |
' one or more exhibitions.
of the best pictures would be difficult

way—reach only those whose interest or
curiosity has been already aroused.

Painting and sculpture in public build- ;
pictures to show to ageneral public, with-

ings may and should be most effica-
cious in creating a civic taste for art,
but the difficulty is that, to avoid deplor-
able error and to secure decoration of
a high order, all concerned must al-
ready have some instinet for the beau-
tiful and the fitting.

That this preliminary training should
have very generally fallen to the great
public libraries and to the more popular
industrial schools was but natural, for
these institutions reach first of all prac-
tically every class of the people, and, be-
ing usually owned by the people, do not
arouse the suspicion which falls upon
professedly philanthropic enterprises. It
is because of the wise use of such an
ipitial advantage that the art depart-
ments of the Public Library, the Cooper
Union, the Brooklyn Institute, of this
city; the Boston Public Library, that of
‘Worcester, Mass., and the Congressional
Library at Washington—to mention only
typical instances—are doing a most val-
uable work, which is capable of wider
development.

The method used in all cases is prac-
tically the same. A carefully chosen col-
lection of photographic and other repro-
ductions of great works of art is assem-
bled under the care of a responsible
curator. In a small room, readily acces-
sible to the casual visitor, exhibitions
are presented from time to time through
the entire year. Some libraries, like
the Congressional and our own Public
Library, are fortunate enough to be able
to show originals from their valuable
collections of prints and engravings,
Exhibitions like that of Japanese. color
printing, recently held at the Lenox
Library, or that now on, of Rembrandt’s
etchings, are of the highest educative
value; but in the main the art curator
must depend upon photographs. The
perfection of ° modern photography
makes it possible to represent sculpture,
architecture, and certain kinds of paint-
ing admirably, and all forms of art
ddequately. The most effective use of
such a collection, however, will tax the
curator’s tact and ingenuity, and here
due regard must be had to local condl-
tions. .

. In the city of Worcester ‘there has been
for years a society which studies- art

average art lover.

systematically. The art curator of the
Public Library very properly follows the
course of this society’s studies in mak-
ing up the exhibitions. In Boston,
similarly, the curator takes advan-
tage of literary anniversaries or current
discussion in order to give his exhibi-
tions a certain timeliness; and so the
conditions vary in different places. It
should be'said, however, that in the ex-
hibitions of the year several of the great
schools of art, ancient and modern,

should always find a place, while for ob-

vious reasons American art shouid claim
The selection

enough, but the selection of the best

out “showing down”_ to an untrained
taste, requires a finer ‘discrimination. No

- one who has not undertaken this task

can imagine itg difficulties. For this rea-

' son, ‘and to avoid needless repetition of
~labor,
- dard exhibits, like the Venetian or the
' Florentine, the Dutch, German, or Span-
“ish
‘framed and exhibited from year to year.
_This method also opens a further field
. of usefulness, for such exhibits may be
_circulated, like the “travelling libraries”

it is desirable that certain stan-

schools, should be substantially

which our State Librarian has so suc-
cessfully introduced. This plan of cireu-
lating exhibitions was, we believe, first
tried in ‘Chicago, and more recently has
proved successful in Massachusetts., It
is obvious that, by the codperation of a
group of libraries in the exchange of ex-
hibitions, the cost of the art department

-would he greatly reduced to each.

It will be seen also that this function
of popular education does not interfere

.with the proper ongoing of a reference

library of art. In the Boston Public Li-
brary the two needs are harmoniously
adjusted. An inner room shows students
poring over dusty volumes, and rummag-

‘ing in portfolios of reproductions which
‘are of great importance to the specialist,

but of absolutely no consequence to the
Outgide in the little
gallery there is a passing crowd which,
as it enjoys the exhibition of great
works especially chosen for its needs, is

Jearning the lesson of seemliness and

beauty which our rough-and-ready civ-

ilization must, sooner or later,. heed.

There could be no better field for pri-
vate liberality than the supplying of art
departments to the smaller libraries of
the land. The expense would be very
moderate, and in fact the only thing real-
ly difficult to attain is the skill to make
such a department effective. And yet
there are few cities in which the services
of a person of taste and discrimination
could not be secured for small pay, or,
often, for the mere “joy of the doing.”
Particularly we hope that, when the New
York Public Library is formally install-
ed in its new building, its print-room
will be in a position to offér to the stu-
dent of art all of the material which his

most recondite study could require; and
to all its frequenters an introduction to
that finer vision of this world of ours
whlch is art. ’

AZOREAN ECOCH OWIICS AND THE-PEAS-
ANTRY.

To the passengers on one of the great Ger-
man or Italian steamers bound from New
York to Naples, the sight of the.Azores (or
Western Islands, as the British sailors: still
prefer to call them) offers a delliglitful_pros-
pect in favorable weather, Bold rocky shores,
falling steep to the blue water, run up into
the mountains behind by stages of exquisite
verdure; villages of white houses, with
brown or red roofs, trail out at picturesque
lengths over the windings of a coast-road,
or cluster thick under the protection of a
hill; while the vast acreage of elaborate cul-
tivation seems to indicate a distribution of
comfort, even of prosperity. That this im-
pression does not always vanish 'Qp" nearer
inspection is shown in the pages of many a
traveller’s book on the Azores, and in the
columns of more than one ‘“‘special corre-
spondent ”

There are excellent reasons why'the ‘ma-
jority of visitors should persist in this rose-
colored view of the conditions of life on the
islands. During a stay of a few weeks in a
tolerably clean town, with an occasional
flitting to the lovely Furnas valley, in St.
Michael’s, or the Caldeira of Fayal, it is.
hardly possible to find time for even glanc-

‘ing at the life of those whose toil is in ]arge

measure the source of so much beauty. Be-
sides this, ‘it is obvious that those who,
withoiit working themselves, subsist on this
labor, will show no great eagerness to reveal
the true state of affairs to an outsider—
particularly if suspected .of . the -remotest
connection with the press. As. for foreign
residents, official .or private, their comfort—
nay, their very existence—in the islands de-
pends on discretion, from which they never
depart The extreme compressxon of somal
life into-80 small an insular area renders
frankness impossible. But beyond this, and

.the added difficulty of communicating direct-

ly with peasants who speak and understand
nothing but a debased mother tongue, there
exists a singular obstacle which: I have never
met, elsewhere—the. apparently absolute m-'
difference of the mte]llgent Portuguese isl-
ander to the projects, the 1deas or the views
of his foreign interlocutor. The co‘lectmg'
of simple facts is attended, ror this reason,
with uch loss’ of time and frequent fail-’
ure. Statistics are almost out of-the ques-
tion. The Portuguese Government publishes.
no official returns of general commercial in-
terest .or agricultural importance;. and- the
attempts to dlscover the “statistical clerk” .
result in showmg that hxs invariable elu-
siveness comes from his also occupylng a
sltuatlon in prlvate life. In the eight hun-
dred or more pages of the ‘Bibliotheca
Agoriana,” an undigested ‘' bibliographical
compilation, ‘of which the contents are not
classified but alphabetically catalogued, the
bewildered inquirer seeks in vain for works:
bearing on vital economic questions. The.
following impressions are therefore subject
to reserve and correction. .
It is hardly necessary to insist’ that in )
regard to climate and soil the Azores have’
been exceptionally favored. As ‘oh the
slopes of Vesuvius or HKtna, so here the™
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erosion of volcanic hills covers the small
plains and valleys with a deposit of ex-
treme fertility, which, with the combined
forces of warmth and moisture, produces
a wonderful variety and luxuriance of vege-
tation. Flower and vegetable gardens in
the neighborhood of the larger towns are
the just pride of their owners. When one
penetrates into the interior of the coun-
try, a glance from a commanding hill-
top proves that the first impressions from
the ship’s deck were rightly founded; a
vast stretch of various harvests is spread
out before one in a superb setting of sea,
sky, and mountains; midway, on the up-
lands of the latter, are scattered sheep and
cattle in abundance, pasturing the year
round on the rich and never-failing sup-
ply. And yet the peasaﬁtry are miserably,
abjectly poor.

Before attempting to explain the chief
existing causes of this condition, it is de-
sirable to note the elimination of factors of
some importance in times past. To begin
with, religious orders no longer exist here,
any more than in the Continental domains
of the kingdom of Portugal; but the table
of contents of any of the older ecclesiasti-
cal histories will reveal the enormous ex-
tent of estates once held in mortmain,
Thus: Chap. i., Foundation of the village of
“Holy Grace’’; chap. ii., Foundation of the
Church of the Trinity; chap. iii., Founda-
tion of the house of the cure; chap. iv.,
Foundation of the Monastery of the Order
of the Blessed Rood; chap. v., Foundation
of the Convent of the Sisters of Santa
Engracia; chap. vi., Foundation of the
Chapel of 8. Pedro of Alcantara; and so on
through a dozen chapters—all these estab-
lishments, too, in less than fifty years, for
a single small village. The above is no
exaggeration; the island coasts are at
many points fairly studded with the ruins
of what were once flourishing religious
houses, in which (to judge from the re-
mains) the inhabitants must have sought to
vie with their Continental brethren or sis-
ters, as described by “Vathek” Beckford
in his account of Alcobaga and Batalha.
Of immediate remaining signs of this oc-
cupation, perhaps the only one is the al-

most obsequious fashion in which the pea- ]

sant of the less-visited districts greets
the passing stranger; in all countries under
strict clerical rule this social survival is
noticeable. It was so in French Canada
till within a very few years. Let it be
understood, however, that clerical influence
is still socially and politically strong. One
example will cuffice: on the arrival of the
royal party at Ponta-Delgada, during the
recent visit of their Portuguese Majesties
to the islands, the bishop of the diocese,
with the whole chapter, suddenly issued
from the Church of the Matriz (where it
had been arranged that they should remain)
and planted themselves in two lines, direct-
ly in front of the ladies of the town, who
were waiting to strew the way with flowers.
After a brief excited colloquy, the clerical
gown triumphed over the secular; but the
incident called for no serious comment from
the local press on the unwisdom of disap-
pointing the Church’s stanchest supporters.

Since the separation of the internal civil
administration of the Azores from that of
the kingdom of Portugal, it cannot he said
that local conditions have been seriously
affected by Continental affairs, for the finan-
cial connection is on a tolerably stable

‘peasants.

"with neither facts nor

footing, and leads to a contribution, most-
ly indirect, of the islands to the general
revenue amounting. to about a million dol-
lars a year—a more than creditable show-
ing for a population of much less than
three hundred thousand souls, most of them
Consequently, whatever burdens
the poorer classes have to bear must be
traced to their real origin within the isl-
ands themselves.

_ Prima inter pares, illiteracy. So far as I
could ascertain, the ratio of totally illiterate
adults in the islands is even higher than in
Portugal itself, where it is commonly given
as between eighty and eighty-five in a hun-
dred. Definite signs of this appear every-
where. The school-house, so conspicuous in
the village of New England, is a rare fea-
ture in the Azorean hamlet. Then, too, it
is the exception to see the peasant read-
ing even a newspaper, at his cottage door
after his day’s work is done; though one
must admit that the typical feuille de¢ chou
issued in the nearest town could supply him
ideas of supreme
importance. But the absence ot the school-
master is no matter for astonishment in a
country which considers its lycée professor
adequately paid with seventy-five francs a
month (in depreciated island money), a sum
which may, in bad years, sink to little more
than sixty francs. After getting visible
proof of this, one has no difficulty in creait-
ing the story that in a remote #land ham-
let a rural schoolmaster was, not long ago
appointed at a salary of thirty-five francs
a year—even at that rate an expensive in-
vestment, for the occupant of the post was
already fully employed as the servant of a
wealthy proprietor, and was intellectually
akin to his prospective pupils in being able
neither to read nor to write.

It is precisely this widespread ignorance
that renders constitutional government a
farce in such countries as this; the only
means of information open to the peasant
being through the local political agent,
who is chosen and directed by the chief
owners of property in the district. Ignor-
ance, fostered in former times for the pur-
pose of retaining ecclesiastical supremacy,
is equally welcome to-day for the least
acceptable of political reasons. How is
it possible, under such conditions, that
members of the local Juntas should be
truly representative of their constituen-
cies? This also helps to explain sweep-
ing legislative "acts in favor of the hold-
ers of power; such a one, for instance,
as the extremely light character of direct
land taxation, so that a productive estate
of more than twenty-two hundred acres
of farm and rich pasiure-land may pay
directly nothing more than some twenty-
five dollars annually to the island revenue.
Or again, the travelling stranger who seeks
to enter one of the islands with his faith-
ful dog to bear him company may dis-
cover the existence of a six-months’ quar-
antine regulation, which, as an illustration
of particularism, can hardly be paralleled,
for it was passed in the interest of one
resident dog who was to be protected
from the chances of rabies. Dangerous
dogs are nevertheless by no means a scar-
city in the islands, as the adventurous
solitary pedestrian soon discovers to his
cost. :

" The arbitrary nature of the exaction of
customs duties in southern Latin coun-
tries is so proverbial that it seems super-

fluous to dwell on the question here. The
Azores are jin this respect subject to the
general customs laws of the kingdom of
Portugal; and although the passing travel-
ler meets with nothing but civility and good
sense from the officials, it often fares differ-
ently with the resident impbrting for his
own use. In one case, a young emplovee
was taxed for an incoming bicycle, not on
the cost at the centre of production as
shown in the bill of lading, but on the retail
price in the town where the machine was to
be used; that is, an obvious inclusion of voth
duty and local dealer’s profit. A rigid
metal bar for gymnastic purposes was simi-
larly estimated at twice its original shop
value. I make no mention of the #racasse-
ries which form the inevitable running ac-
companiment of such transactions. Itis, there-
fore, no ground for wonder that the Azorean
peasant (actuated, too, by the incurable spi-
rit of conservativeignorance) still continues
to shun modern farming implements, and tq
do all his- work on the soil with the pecu-
liar Azorean hoe, which serves him fof
plough, spade, rake, and harrow; his versa-
tile skill with this clumsy tool it is simply
fascinating to watch—for the Azorean pea-
sant, in the small, humble sphere of his toil,
is as deft as he is laborious, and for-the
most part cheerful in spite of all. Although
the distribution of dwellings along the sea-
coast compels him to walk weary miles- to
his work, he has generally a pleasant word
for the stranger, and may be seen early and
late in friendly chat with his fellows. What
a useful, peaceable immigrant he may be is
shown in several colonies in our own coun-
iry, as well as in Bermuda, where his com-
peting power, born of labor and thrift, is
not altogether relished by the less practical-
ly minded negro. A noteworthy proof of his |
saving disposition lies in the fact that  in
the island of Fayal, which has for genera-
tions been in close touch with the United
States, American gold is not only highly
prized, but procurable with no very great
difficulty, because of the pockeiful of eagles
and double eagles which the home-returning
emigrant likes to deposit in the local banks
as the solid mark of his possessions. . Yet,
with this fondness for gain, general honesty
is said to be so securethat the banking agent
of a small village or town may safely leave
his office-door unlocked on going out to his
midday ‘meal, though uncounted ‘money is
lying on his desk; indeed,.the key on the
outside of the door is the sign that the owner
is away. . :

The patience and laboriousness of these
people are all the more remarkable "that
they are, almost without exception, underfed.
In such a climate meat is, perhaps, not a
necessity; but the average diet of the
peasants—fish, corn-bread, cabbage, pota-
toes—is admittedly insufficient in kind and
amount for the work that they. have to do.
It is an easy mattex; to dispose of'this point
by saying, with many of ‘the. well-to-do -isl-
anders, that the peasantry are a contented

>lot; so much the better for their social su-
. periors.

To any one who has visited their
cottages and seen the food they eat, it is
obvious that for a strong man’s day’s work
the vast majority cannot -afford the strong

_man’s food; this, too, in-the midst of plenty:
Starved-looking faces and- ‘stunted growil

are unmistakable in their significance. ' Ex-
ceptions may, of course; 'be found, as, for

_example, in the island of Pico,*which has

long been renowned 'for thé robustness- of
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its peasant type, notwithstanding the disas-

ter that fell upon the place several years
ago in the blighting of its once famous vine-
yards. The corresponding damage done to
‘the St, Michael’s orange trade, through dis-
ease of the trees and outside competition in
foreign markets, has been in some measure
remedied by the establishment of corn-spirit
distilleries and the cultivation of the pine-
apple; but it is in this fertile island that

peasant pauperism is most glaring. Nor is’

it surprising that the peasants should suf-
fer, when one learns that in several dis-
tricts the primitive system still subsists of
paying the farm laborer according. to the
state of the labor market and not according
to a fixed rate of wages for the whole year.
This wage may therefore fall as low as a
serilhe per day—less than twenty cents—in
bad times. However cheap provisions may
be (and they are not strikingly so in the
islands), to describe this as a living wage—
c’est se moguer du pauvre monde. Servants
in private families can obtain as much as
$3 a month in good places. In a large tobac-
co factory, girls rolling 3,000 cigarettes a
day can actually rise to a little below twen-
ty-five cents; the chief bookkeeper (also a
woman) gets a trifle more; the care of the
driving engine, intrusted to a woman de-
scribable as a skilled worker, procures her
the magnificent return of a little less than
forty cents. Nearly 600 women (unmarried
girls or widows only) are employed in the
place. In view of the amount of smoking
throughout the country, the balance-sheet
of this establishment must be a financial
curiosity. And yet, strange to say, none of
the cigarette-makers here follow the habits
of their Sevillian fellow-totlers; the tobacco
factory of Ponta-Delgada has not yet devel-
oped a Carmen.

Now, given the conditions above outlined,
to what social quarter shall we look for
the fundamental causes that chiefly con-
tribute to produce this state of affairs?
Surely, no one will doubt that most of the
responsibility rests here wupon what the
French call les classes dirigeantes. Sub-
stitute individuals for classes, and the prob-
lem is solved—for the land in the Azores
is, in a large majority of cases, the prop-
erty of great owners, who exploit it through
the labor not of tenant-farmers, but ot
people little removed from a condition of
serfdom. ~ The analogue of the peasant-
proprietor, the New England farmer or the
yeoman, can hardly be said to exist in any
of the islands. Naturally, it often happens
that the occupant of one of the myriad
lava-built thatched cottages has suc~
ceeded, by dint of industry and saving, in
buying a little patch on which to grow a
small harvest of vegetables for his own
use; but he cannot live on it. Exception

" being made in favor of the island of Fayal,
where something resembling the condition
of small independent proprietorship may
here and there be found, the most casual
observation of economic distribution demon-
strates the impossibility for the average
peasant of ever attaining to a position from
which he can in some measure command
his own existence. His ambition, like that
of the equally thrifty Italian, is to possess
as his own just enough of land to keep
him decently alive; and it is for this rea-
son that so many Portuguese seek in a for-
elgn country the opportunities denied them
at home. Stringent emigration laws have
again and again been evaded. The severity

of these laws Is often explained by refer-

ence to the necessity for conscription, which
emigrants naturally seek to escape, seelng
that the soldier’s daily pay amounts to about
eight cents, subject to deduction for the
cost -of the uniform, thus settled for in two
years out of a total three in the service. At
least as .potent is the conviction that the
returned emigrant, along with the abstract
baggage of ideas picked up in a freer coun-
try, may bring with him savings sufficient
to purchase acreage for himself and his
family. On the same principle the land in
the neighborhood of large towns, where it
can best be applied to market gardening,
is kept up- by combination to an exorbitant
price—from one hundred dollars an acre up-
ward.

That the comparatively few persons who
thus control the chief economic positions
have ideas of their own concerning the ad-
ministration of public funds and the princi-
ples of taxation, certain alleged facts would
conclusively show. Shortly before my own
vigit to the Azores, the constables in one of
the principal towns (so I was assured on
trustworthy authority), having received no
pay for three months, disbanded for more
remunerative situations in the fields. Luck-
ily, the inhabitants are law-abiding, for dur-
ing some 1little time no legal arrests could
have been effected. Again, there has for
some years been much talk concerning the
building of a new hotel designed to attract
tourist traffic; the capital to be subscribed
abroad. But, in the event of the erection,
the islanders would expect to share in the
profits by the simple Imposition of a tax on
the passenger lift, as well as on every one
making use of it.

Reluctance to utilize the abundant capital-
ized resources seems to be a marked feature
of commercial and economic - life in the
Azores. The large pineries are, it is true, al-
most exclusively in native hands and under
home management; yet the greater profits
of good sales on the London market chiefly
revert to the enterprising foreigners who
answer for the transshipment. Even this
trade also has ceased to be payingly remu-
nerative to the grower since the crowding in
of numbers allured by the hope of a speedy
return. There is certainly no lack of capital
concentrated ina comparatively small number
of large fortunes, to which the beautiful vil-
las, gardens, and guinias bear abundant tes-
timony. One is consequently driven to the
conclusion that the surplus, instead of be-
ing directed to the furtherance of local en-
terprise or industry, must be housed in safe,
conservative securities abroad. If there is
no wealth, how shall one account for the
unmistakable signs of it in town and coun-
try? If there is wealth, why, on the pro-
posal to construct a local ten-mile railway,
does there immediately follow a clamor for
assistance from outside capital?

It thus appears that these “Islands of the
Blest,” as they were lately described by an
enthusiast, present a less Elysian impression
to any one interested in the life of toil. The
student who has been led to visit them
through articles and prospectuses represent-
ing them as the home of a vast and inter-
esting folklore, the repository ‘““of countless
treasures of art,”” may, when these pretty

‘illusions have vanished like the pdrpie-gray

mists that hang about the dsland shores,
nevertheless discover in the fortumes of a
misgoverned but deserving people the hu-

man social conditions which render any ex-
istence worthy of serious examination.
P. T. L.

A CRETAN POMPEIL
SMiTH COLLEGE, October 22, 1901.

Your readers were made -aware last
month that on the northern shore of the
Isthmus of Hierapetra in Crete there  has
been discovered a Mycenzan town which,
with its finds, will throw new light on many
vexed questions of prehistoric civilization.
This isthmus is the narrowest portion of
Crete, and must always have served as a
road of communication between the south-
ern and northern seas. It was, therefore,
reasonable to suppose that the Mycenzans,

-who were a seafaring, trading people, -had

utilized the natural advantages of this
region. And yet, with the exception of a
few gems (a class of objects which have
little value in marking a site because they
are so easily carried from place to place),
no Mycenman finds had been made there;
and Lucio Mariani, in his notes upon this
district, confines himself to rather vague
mention of two places, as possibly prehi‘s-
toric.

In his quest of early seal-stones, Mr.
Arthur Evans, in the summer of 1899, came
upon a tomb of the Geometric period in the
mountains that wall the isthmus to the
east. Following up a clue given us by
him, Miss Patten of Boston and I, in May
and June, 1900, worked on the heights
above Kavousi, excavating houses and
tombs of Geometric times. The results of
these execavations were reported to the
Archeeological Institute of America, at its
annual meeting in Philadelphia, -December
22, 1900, and have been published in the
last number of the Journal of the Institute.
They excited some interest, as any light on
this obscure epoch was welcome, but no
one was tempted to pursue inquiries.in this
field; Cretan Geometric finds being held in
light esteem in comparison with the relics
of the island’s greater days, when Minos
ruled the sea and built the rich palace
that is being uncovered by Mr. Evans at
Knossos. .

Early in May, Miss B. E. Wheeler of
Concord and I took out Government per-
mission to excavate for the American Ex-
ploration Society of Philadelphia in the
neighborhood of Kavousi. Our hope for a
successful campaign was based on a few
fragments of Mycensan pottery found in
Kavousi plain during the first day’s dig-
ging last year, before work on the hills had
begun. In the immediate vicinity of the
place where they were found, diligent
search during two successive seasons has
failed to reveal any other trace of pre-
historic habitation. Nevertheless, these
fragments led indirectly to our finding “the
most perfect example yet discovered of a
small Mycen=zan town.” This town lies on
a hill called Gournia, within the deme of
Kavousi, but four miles distant from the
village of that name. The site crosses a
much-travelled road that leads from Hera-
cleion to Sitia. Covered with stones and
overgrown with wild carob trees, the low
hill, although in form and in proximity to
the sea an exact type of a Mycenz:an
acropolis, had escaped the notice of travel-
ling archaologists; and to the peasants of
Basilike, a neighboring village, is due the
honor of first observing traces of pld walls



