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ble change in the proportion of negroes 
to -whites in this section, although in the 
last ten years there seems to have been 
a •' very large negro emigration from 
other States into "Illinois and Indiana. 
In the North Atlantic group, the negroes 
constituted numerically a more impor
tant part of the population in 1790 than 
they have ever done since. For nearly 
three-quarters of a century the propor
tion they bore to the entire population 
steadily declined, and in 1860 it was not 
half as great as it had been seventy 
years before. In this part of the coun
try no such sudden increase of negro 
population followed emancipation as 
took place in the Northern Central sec
tion. From 1860 to 1890 there "was no 
substantial change in the proportion of 
negroes to whites. In the last ten years 
the number of the former in New York 
and Pennsylvania, and in some of the 
other States of the North Atlantic sec
tion, has greatly increased, and the ne
groes are now relatively more numerous 
In this section than they have been 
at any preceding period for more 
than half a century. They do not 
even, now, however, constitute so.large 
a proportion of the inhabitants as they 
did in 1840 before the great rush of 
European immigration set in. The fig
ures for the three Northern groups show 
that so long as slavery lasted, the pro
portion of negroes to the total popula
tion of the free States grew less and 
less, and that since emancipation the 
tendency has been in the opposite direc
tion. 

When we pass to the Border-State 
groups, we find that in each of them the 
relative numerical importance of the 
negro population increased for the first 
four decades; that is, from 1790 to 1830. 
During this period the increase of the 
white population of the Eastern Border 
States was but small. There was then 
a large white emigration from those 
States to the South, to the West, and to 
the Northwest. It was at that time that 
southern Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois were 
settled, principally by natives of Vir
ginia and Kentucky. The business of 
shipping Virginia and Kentucky slaves 
southward had not then attained the 
magnitude it afterwards reached. Since 
1830 there has been a steady decline In 
the proportion of negroes to the total 
population of the Border States. The 
slight increase shown in the table in 
that proportion in the eastern Border 
States between 1870 and 1880 was doubt
less due entirely to the defective enu
meration in 1870. From 1830 to 1860 the 
negro population of the border was de
pleted by the sale of slaves South. Be
tween 1845 and 1860 an appreciable por
tion of the foreign immigrants to this 
country, then so numerous, found their 
way to the more northern of these States. 
It was at' this time that there grew 
up a sb-qalled "Limerick" in Baltimore 
and a great German city in St. Louis. 

Since the war the foreign-born popula
tion of these States has received con
stant accessions, while the Border-State 
negroes have moved _.in considerable 
numbers to the Northern States and in 
a less degree to the States further South. 

In 1860 slavery still existed in six of 
the original thirteen States. Four of the 
six are in the group of Eastern Border 
States. In 1790 these four States con
tained more than two-thirds of the en
tire negro population of the country. 
The steady decline for nearly three-quar
ters of a century in the relative numbers 
of the negro population of these States 
proves how unnecessary in their climate 
negro slavery ever was. How different 
the history of the country would have 
been had no negro slaves ever been 
brought into them! How unfortunate 
it was that the Ordinance of 1787 could 
not have been extended to the territory 
southwest of the Ohio and subsequently 
to Missouri. There can be no question 
that to-day the Border States would have 
been more wealthy and prosperous, and 
doubtless would have contained a larger 
population, if slavery had never been 
established in them. If they never had 
been slave States, their negro popula
tion at this time would probably be rela
tively little more numerous than is that 
of the North Atlantic States. As it is, 
the negro problem in all the Border 
States is steadily becoming, in fact, less 
important, no matter how much agita
tion the politicians of those States may 
for their own purposes now or hereafter 
stir up. Substantially the same thing 
may be said as to the Southwestern 
group. Although the negro population 
of Arkansas has for many years in
creased faster than the white, it still 
numbers less than three-tenths of the 
whole. 

Since 1870 the proportion of negroes 
in the Southwestern group as a whole 
has steadily declined. The negroes now 
number little more than one-fifth of its 
entire population. It is only in the 
Southern group of States that the ne
groes are so numerous that they can be 
regarded by even the most prejudiced 
of sensible men as in any aspect a source 
of possible danger. For eighty years, 
from 1800 to 1880, they steadily gained 
in numbers upon the whites. In the 
last-named year, out of every one thou
sand inhabitants of these States, five 
hundred and nineteen had African blood 
in their veins. So long as slavery con
tinued, or the economic and industrial 
conditions resulting from slavery re
mained substantially unchanged, the 
whites became relatively less and the 
negroes relatively more numerous in 
both the Southern and Southwestern 
groups of States. This was not due to 
any greater rate of natural Increase 
among the negroes of these States than 
among their white inhabitants, for 
probably the reverse was the case. In 
the country as a -wlipl?, the negro rate 

of natural increase is as great as that of 
the whites, but it is as great because, 
while it is less than that of the South
ern, it is greater than that of the North
ern whites.'^' While slavery lasted, the 
failure of the superior race in the South 
and Southwestern 'groups to maintain 
its relative proportion of the population 
was due to the constant emigration from 
those States of the more active and en
terprising of the non-slave-holding 
whites. Had slavery not been abolished, 
it is probable that the negroes would 
have continued to gain. The tide turn
ed when manufacturing and mining in
dustries began to spring up in the South 
on a large scale. Home employment for 
the surplus white population was thus 
created. The negroes now constitute a 
smaller proportion of the population of 
the Southern group than they did twen
ty years ago. This is true not only of 
the group as a whole, but of five of the 
six States which compose it. It is sig
nificant that Mississippi, the single ex
ception, is the very one of those. States 
in whiph there has been least of that 
industrial development which we have 
in mind when we speak of the "New 

.South." 

A CENTURY OF THE EYENINGPOST. 

As merely to have lived through the 
Reign of Terror was achievement 
enough for Sieyfis, so a newspaper, when 
asked what it has done in the course of 
a 'hundred years of continuous exis
tence, might simply reply with the 
French abbS, "I have lived." But a cen
tury of life for an institution means 
something different from what it does 
for a man. Dean Swift once broke out 
violently, as Sir Walter Scott relates, 
when some one spoke in his presence of 
a certain "fine old man." "If the man 
you speak of," cried he, "had either a 
mind or a body worth a farthing, they 
would have worn him out long ago." But 
a centenarian newspaper is not open to 
that reproach. The processes of decay 
which go on in the human organism 
as age increases are, in an institution, 
continually made good by the processes 
of repair. Just as the individual withers 
but the world is more and more, so the 
successive editors of a daily journal 
pass away only to leave it flourishing 
in perpetual youth. 

Yet it is perhaps more strikingly in 
a newspaper than in any other form of 
collective activity persisting from gen
eration to generation, that the power 
and impress of strong personality abide. 
Editors live in their successors, as an
cestors do in their descendants, whether 
the latter will or no. The unconscious 
formation of a newspaper's style is seiz
ed upon by Walter Bagehot, in his 
'Physics and Politics,'as an excellent ill-
lustration of the way^in which a type is 
created. ,"A. certain trade-mark,", he 
writes, "a curious and indefinable iinity. 
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sett les on every newspaper ." How the 
t h i n g i s done he expla ins by a s tory of 
the founder of the London Times, who 
replied to the query why all the arti
cles read as if wr i t t en by one man, "Oh, 
the re is a lways some one best contribu
tor, and al l the res t copy." 

I t is an honorable l ine of "best con
t r i b u t o r s " to which the Evening Post 
can point in the persons of i ts editors 
from 1801 down. There may have been 
more vivid personali t ies connected with 
the American press ; o ther names may 
suggest more of sound and fury; but 
w h a t other newspaper numbers , among 
those who have shaped i ts policy and 
wielded i ts leading pen, men whose 
names s t and for so much of culture and 
power and fire and integr i ty as do those 
of Wil l iam Coleman, Wil l iam Leggett, 
Wil l iam CuUen Bryant , P a r k e Godwin, 
John Bigelow, Carl Schurz, and Edwin 
L. Godkin? Of marked diversity of 
gifts, these edi tors of the Evening Post 
were one in devotion to the highest s tan
dards in journa l i sm and in public life. 
All of them helped to give to the i r news
paper a cer ta in tone which was recog
nized by Charles Sumner when he wrote 
to J o h n Bigelow in 1850, " I cannot for
bear express ing the sincere delight with 
which I read your paper. I ts politics 
have such a temper from l i te ra ture m a t 
they fascinate as well a s convince." 

Bryant , of course, was the editor who 
most closely fixed, in the public mind, 
the associat ion of the Evening Post with 
l i terature . I t was as "The Man of Let
te rs , " not t he editor, t h a t he was com
memora ted in its columns, after h is 
death, by E d m u n d Clarence Stedman. 
But there were other b rave wri ters , both 
before and after t ha t Agamemnon. Of 
the ant i-s lavery wr i t i ng in the Evening 
Post in 1835-37, done by Wil l iam Leg
gett, an his tor ian of the t i m e says tha t 
it was a "real ly noble series of edito
r i a l s " ; and Bryan t himself paid t r ibute 
to the memory of his brother-editor , by 
wri t ing of h im after his unt imely death: 

"ITie words of fire that from his pen 
Were ilung upon the fervid page, 
Stili move, still shake the hearts of men, 
jVmid a cold and coward age." 

As for the pen of Mr. Godkin, which 
so lately ceased to adorn t h e pages of 
t h e Evening Post, w h a t newspaper ever 
matched it. for sa t i re t h a t read like a 
page of Swift 's, for Olympian humor, for 
fearlessness and fervor, for claTity of 
moral perception, and for a broad ac
quaintance with t he best t h a t has been 
though t and done in the world 's history, 
b rough t to bear upon t he endless and 
apparent ly pet ty problems of the day 
which confront a wri ter for the day? 

A m a n has mingled feelings, remark
ed Phil l ips Brooks, when he walks 
th rough a gal lery of his ancestors . Their 
fame is his, yet no t his, unless he repro
duces and cont inues it. To i t s editorial 
.ancestors t he Evening Post' paid on Sat
urday i ts jus t acknowledgments , joining 

reverence to those who a re dead with 
greet ings to those who a r e sti l l among 
the living, and ending wi th the devout 
hope, Sicut patrihus, sit Deus noMs. 

OUSTINa AN ITALIAN TAMMANY. 

If ever the appeal to the ballot looked 
hopeless, i t was in the case of Naples, 
and news t h a t the poli t ical Camorra 
was defeated last week by a na r row ma
jor i ty will surpr i se not only genera l stu
dents of munic ipa l problems, hu t the 
I ta l ians themselves. Condit ions had 
seemed too bad to be immedia te ly rem
edied. More t h a n a year ago the Ital
ian Government was forced, by the ac
cumulat ing proofs of corrupt ion in Na
ples, to suspend the munic ipa l govern
ment and to place the city in the charge 
of a Royal Commission of Inqui ry . The 
bulky report of th i s Commission, which 
was recently published, gives wha t 
should for the future r emain a ver i table 
encyclopaedia of munic ipa l pathology. 

The si tuat ion was not one to encourage 
reformers. Unscrupulous poli t ical lead
ers had been allowed to grow into grea t 
power, because they were necessary, or 
made themselves appear so, to t he suc
cess of the na t iona l par t ies . The in
famous Casale and Summonte may have 
seemed as necessary to Gioli t t i 's lead
ership as Croker seemed indispensable 
to Mr. Bryan 's canvass. The Commis
sion of Inqui ry followed the ma t t e r fur
ther, and found t h a t the vot ing-l is ts 
were scandalously stuffed, and tha t , 
short of a popular upr i s ing , t he candi
dates of the Camorra could a lways be 
counted in. The business of the city 
was found to be in frightful disorder . In 
many depar tments no pre tence of ade
quate bookkeeping had been made, and 
the heads were only able to say t h a t the 
money had been spent in some unex
plained fashion for the good of the city. 
Wherever the Commission followed the 
city's t ransac t ions wi th holders of fran
chises, or i ts conduct of public ut i l i t ies , 
it found evidences of wastefulness and 
of corruption. Light , water , and trac
t ion companies paid t r ibu te to t he ma
chine; the Depar tmen t of San i ta t ion 
showed the same ta in t . There was no 
doubt about the disease; t he quest ion 
was as to the cure. 

To many it was discouraging t h a t the 
Commission made no posi t ive recommen
dations. Conservative edi tors deplored 
the fact t ha t the prosecut ions which 
must follow the exposure could be un
der taken only after considerable de
lays. Many feared t h a t the decision to 
hold a city election in November, and 
to restore t he control to a demoralized 
people, was a t least p remature , and 
might tu rn out to be disastrous. There 
were, in fact, many reasons for fearing 
tha t the political heal th of the city had 
been so completely sapped t h a t t he pow
er of reac t ion-was lost. If the political 
abuses of Naples a re of the k ind ' 'which 

we know in most of our American cities, 
t he relat ion of t h e mach ine to the aver
age citizen is of a sor t not only to de
spoil, but to humil ia te . Imagine a con
dition of th ings where one may not^ dis
charge a Camorr i s t se rvant wi thout in
curr ing t h r ea t s ' and personal peri l ; 
where the agents of the " H i g h " Camorra 
may demand to inspect your books, so 
tha t you may be mulcted intel l igently 
on the basis of your profits. A ter ror
ism which in the wors t days of Tam
many was chiefly directed against the 
vicious, the miserable, and the poor, has 
been in Naples systemat ical ly employed 
against t he well-to-do; so t h a t to arouse 
civic courage to revolt agains t extort ion 
was vastly more difficult in Naples, t han 
it was in New York. 

Believing t h a t the whole community 
was honeycombed by the system or 
blackmail ing, many of t he Nor th I ta l 
ian journals feared t h a t a great mis
t ake had been made in appeal ing to the 
voters . I t would have been safer, tney 
felt, to keep the city under the Commis
sion unt i l the voting-lists had been thor
oughly revised, the bosses tried and pun
ished, and a bet ter public spir i t aroused. 
F r o m this prudent , if ra the r t imid, 
opinion the Commit tee dissented ut ter ly, 
and, whether moved by questions of min
isterial expediency or by a sole regard 
for the mat t e r in hand, held to the de
cision tha t the city mus t sett le i ts own 
political future—and promptly. 

The resul t will show to doubters tha t 
it is unwise to t h i n k too meanly of the 
people. The victory over t he Camorra , 
it should be noted, was won in the nor
mal way, by a non-par t i san coalition 
which had f rankly no o the r aim t h a n to 
"destroy a n histor ic organizat ion." To 
this end, par t ies as different as Social
ists and Monarchis ts , as Catholics who 
had long abstained from political act iv
ity and the members of the influential 
Merchants ' Association, who had long 
suffered from the blackmail system, all 
united. Agains t th i s improvised move
ment the most desperate efforts of t he 
bosses failed. T h a t i t was an neroic 
cleaning up, those w h o have fought long
est against our T a m m a n y will be freest 
to admit. Such a victory gives hope to 
all who are work ing for decent civic 
housekeeping. E v en Phi lade lphia need 
not despair of shak ing off her present 
unenviable dist inction of being the wors t 
governed of civilized cities. 

THE NATIONAL, ACADEMY AT PHILA
DELPHIA. 

PHILADELPHIA, November 15, 1901. 
The National Academy of Sciences has 

just closed here one of the most successful 
of its autumn meetings, and one of the most 
agreeable and interesting as to its . recep
tion. It met on Tuesday forenoon, Novem
ber 12, in Houston Hall, which is the gen
eral students' club of the University of 
Pennsylvania. The first paper' was a bi
ographical notice of the late DT. Gentb, 
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