
April lo, 1902] The Nation. 297 
m e n t and i t s des igne r s , wit l i re ference to 
a ske l e ton p l a n ; t h e r e is a l i s t ot a u t h o r i 
t i e s consu l t ed , and t h e r e a r e many ha l t -
tone p r i n t s , one ot which i s from a drawing 
in b lack and whi te ot the whole p a v e m e n t ; 
un less , indeed, i t is m a d e from a se r ies 
ot s e p a r a t e p h o t o g r a p h s t a k e n ver t ica l ly 
from above . W e should no t d a r e make th i s 
guess were i t no t t h a t a p rec i se ly s imi la r 
case is before us , in which a mos t e l a b 
o r a t e a r c h i t e c t u r a l compos i t ion was r e 
p roduced in 140-odd p h o t o g r a p h s , which 
were t h e n b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r edge to edge, 
and - he ld on an e n o r m o u s s t r e t che r , t h a t 
s ingle p h o t o g r a p h s ot t h e whole might be 
t aken , w i t h a v e r y useful r e s u l t . Another 
p i c tu re should be named , however , the mos t 
i m p o r t a n t s ingle t h i n g in t h e book—a p l a t e 
showing t h e who le In t e r io r ot the church 
from n e a r t h e e n t r a n c e door , wi th the 
p l ank floor removed , and the pavement 
showing in pe r spec t i ve , a s i t was in tended 
to be seen—as i t c a n n o t be seen in modern 
t imes . 

A n o t h e r vo lume of t h i s se r i e s is t h a t on 
Ivory "Workers of t h e Middle Ages, by A. 
M. Gust . I t c o n t a i n s a n u m b e r of suc 
cessful h a l t - t o n e i l l u s t r a t i o n s , from wel l -
chosen sub jec t s , sufficiently var ied , and 
exp re s s ive ot t h e s t y l e s which they j .rep-
r e s e n t , it n o t v e r y nove l to t h e s tuden t of 
such m a t t e r s . Such a s t u d e n t will miss 
c e r t a i n i m p o r t a n t p ieces , bu t t h a t is not 
a t h i n g t o v i s i t w i t h m u c h r ep roba t i on . 
The P a r i s E x p o s i t i o n of 1900 is men t ion 
ed, and two p ieces t h a t were t h e r e a re 
named , whi le a t h i rd , the wonderful Vi r 
gin of Vl l l eneuve , p a s s e s w i thou t being 
named ; b u t i t is easy to u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
r e p r o d u c t i o n ot ob jec t s in t h a t r e t r o s p e c 
t ive exh ib i t i on was forb idden e x c e p t ' t o 
t h o s e who h a d t h e c o n t r a c t , or t h e p r iv 
ilege, of p r o d u c i n g one of t h e g r e a t books 
a l r e a d y pub l i shed or in hand concern ing 
t h a t r e m a r k a b l e co l lec t ion of works of 
anc i en t a r t . 

T h e r e is r e a l l y no fault to be found wi th 
the i l l u s t r a t i o n s . As for the text , i t is 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y s l igh t , disfigured by a d i s 
a g r e e a b l y jocose tone , a s if r ea l ly the 
m a t t e r were too t r i v i a l t o be considered 
g rave ly ; it is a l so qu i t e devoid ot sys
t e m a t i c t r e a t m e n t . A l i t t l e s t r e a m of h i s 
t o r i ca l n a r r a t i v e r u n s t h r o u g h it, wi th com
m e n t s on each ivory, which serve as an 
e x p l a n a t i o n ot w h y th i s and t h a t b i t of h i s 
t o r y Is i n t r o d u c e d ; b u t ev iden t ly t h e a t 
t e m p t to t r e a t t h e sub jec t in a popu la r way 
h a s been too m u c h for t h e a u t h o r . There a r e 
b e t t e r books on t h e same sub jec t a l ready , 
and when i t was d e t e r m i n e d to m a k e an in
expens ive m a n u a l , i t was much to be de
s i red t h a t t h i s should be done in the mos t 
t h o r o u g h m a n n e r poss ib le . I t is no t easy 
to wr i t e a s m a l l book on a g r e a t subject . 

Dutch Life in Totmi and Country. By p[ 
M. Hough. G. P . P u t n a m ' s Sons . 
Usua l ly " i t is d a r k a t t h e base of the lan^ 

t e r n , " so far a s H o l l a n d is concerned, wi th 
t h e B r i t i s h e r , w h e t h e r h e b e ' h is tor ian^ 
s t a t e s m a n , or t h e m a n on t h e s t r e e t . He is 
a p t to mix up t h e D u t c h and t h e German, 
a s if t h e y were one peop le dwel l ing in one 
coun t ry . Nor does t h e E n g l i s h m a n go to 
Hol l and for ideas , t o r he is t h o r o u g h l y p e r 
suaded t h a t t h e Du tch a r e " s l o w . " Hence , 
a s a m a t t e r of cou r se , we expec t E n g 
l ish books t o be full of g l a r i n g inac 
cu rac i e s when H o l l a n d is t h e theme; In 

t h e one before u s we have a h a p p y excep
t ion . 

Mr. Hough h a s ev ident ly l ived long in 
the land and is fami l ia r w i th t h e i n t e l l e c 
t u a l and social a t m o s p h e r e . F r o m cover to 
cover he is t ho rough ly a c c u r a t e in word and 
idea. The re is no o the r book which gives 
one so c lear a p i c tu re of a c t u a l life in t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s of 1901. He is so t a r up to 
da t e t h a t he exp la ins t h e r e c e n t p h a s e s of 
po l i t i ca l p a r t i e s and fusions, and t h e r e s u l t 
ing e lec t ion o t Dr . A b r a h a m Kuype r , t h e 
s t a l w a r t Calvinis t , a s p r e m i e r of the k i n g 
dom. Again, he shows g r a s p and ins igh t 
touch ing D u t c h colonial p r o b l e m s in h i s 
c h a p t e r on " H o l l a n d over Sea . " He b e 
l ieves t h a t the- Atch in war is p r a c t i c a l l y 
over, and t h a t t h e n e x t few y e a r s a r e l i ke 
ly to see g r e a t e r advances in the commerce 
and indus t r i e s of N e t h e r l a n d s India , and a 
r u s h of e m i g r a n t s to -the colonies . In/ j u s t 
opposi t ion to some of our i n a c c u r a t e d ic
t i ona r i e s t h a t profess to be s t a n d a r d s , he 
does not spe l l t h e n a m e of a Reformed 
Dutch c l e rgyman in Scotch s ty le , "domi 
n i e , " which is t h e word for a " s t i c k i t m i n 
i s t e r , " b u t u s e s t h e c o r r e c t D u t c h form in 
u n a l t e r e d La t in , " d o m i n e . " The s a m e a c 
curacy in de ta i l s m a r k s the a u t h o r ' s p r e s 
en t a t i on of h i s thorough ly comprehens ive 
su rveys of c o u r t and society , t h e p ro fe s 
s ional c lasses , a r t and l e t t e r s , school and 
school life, t h e a r m y and navy, r u r a l cus 
toms , and the o t h e r top ics p i c t u r e d in h i s 
twen ty -one c h a p t e r s . H i s g e n e r a l view, a s 
espec ia l ly n o t i c e a b l e in t r e a t i n g m a t t e r s 
ecc les ias t ic and scho las t i c , is t h a t of t h e 
or thodox Eng l i shman , so t h a t from some ot 
h i s verd ic t s t h e Amer i can would m a k e con
s ide rab le deduct ion for p e r s o n a l equa t ion . 
P r o m what we know ot t h e D u t c h u n i 
ve r s i t i e s , one could h a r d l y a c c e p t h i s c h a p 
t e r on these as fully sa t i s f ac to ry . He is 
r e m a r k a b l y fa i r and jud ic ia l -minded con
cern ing re l ig ious life and t h o u g h t , t h o u g h 
in r ega rd to t h e " F r y e G e m e e n t e n " or F r e e 
Congrega t ions ( r a t h e r t h a n " C o m m u n i 
t i e s " ) the a u t h o r is ha rd ly co r rec t , for ot 
t h e fifty or m o r e , of t he se in the. N e t h e r 
lands , abou t fifteen a r e genu ine Congrega 
t iona l churches , in which, w i th i ndepen
dence and the g r e a t e s t f reedom of o r g a n i 
za t ion , t he re is a t enac ious ho ld ing to 
s t r i c t l y evangel ica l doc t r ine and forms ot 
chu rch l i te . To read t h e c h a p t e r on " T h e 
P e a s a n t a t H o m e " wil l give to any one 
fami l ia r w i th t h e indoor a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d 
h a b i t s ot the people who se t t l ed t h e H u d 
son, R a r i t a n , and Mohawk va l leys , a r e v e 
la t ion ot a n c e s t r a l t r a i t s s t i l l p e r s i s t e n t l y 
m a i n t a i n e d in Amer ica . 

Among t h e i l l u s t r a t i ons , , m o s t of t h e m 
commonplace t h o u g h well r eproduced , is 
one giving " t h e i n t e r i o r of t h e chu rch a t 
De l t t shaven where the P i l g r i m f a t h e r s wor 
sh ipped before l eav ing for New E n g l a n d . " 
F o r th i s p l ea s ing suppos i t ion t h e r e is no 
w r i t t e n proof, and our own r e s e a r c h e s on 
the ground show not only an absence ot a l l 
r ecord—the chu rch book cover ing t h e h i s 
to ry of the t i m e hav ing been lost in a 
" t w i s t , " o r q u a r r e l , be tween t h e domine 
and t h e town authorit ies—^but the a s s e r t i o n 
is i n t r in s i ca l ly improbab le , for t h e S t a t e 
Church ot H o l l a n d in 1620 looked upon Con-
g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s a s l i t t l e b e t t e r t h a n Ana
b a p t i s t s , by which name , indeed, t h e P u r i 
t a n s of Salem u s u a l l y spoke of t h e P l y 
m o u t h colonis t s . However , the a u t h o r does 
not niake in h i s t e x t a s s e r t i o n of t h e ' l e g 
end a t t a c h e d to the p i c tu re . F o r i t s a c 

c u r a t e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the Du tch s i t ua t i on 
in a r t , l e t t e r s , l ea rn ing , and pol i t ics , a s 
well a s in the round ot common life in town 
and ci ty, t h i s book dese rves t h e h e a r t i e s t 
p r a i s e . • 
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