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"age, height, and all physical peculiar
ities." 

Not content with thus making every 
Chinaman legally a marked man in every 
community, wi thout regard to individual 
character or standing, the bill requires 
tha t the Commissioner-General of Im
migrat ion shall make a complete record 
of the date, place, and circumstances of 
birth of every Chinaman, tha t his move
ments may be traced more easily. This 
is in line with the rogues' galleries in 
our large cities, and suggests a t once 
the methods by which the European se
cret police follow up men whose politi
cal beliefs are at variance with those 
of the reigning governments. A similar 
procedure has been advocated, in and out 
of Congress, in the case of anarchists , as 
a result of the assassination of President 
McKinley. The anarchist has, however, 
one advantage over the Chinaman, in 
tha t na ture has not stamped him 'as one 
apar t from our own people. But though 
the Chinaman is not known to c o n t e m 
plate the murder of kings and presi
dents, or the overthrow of all govern
ments , and is generally thought to be pe
culiarly law-abiding, the bill which Con
gress is about to pass marks him as one 
to be despised, shunned, hounded, and 
persecuted in excess of the anarchis t . 
As for penalties for those who aid China
men to enter the country illegally, the 
bill abounds in them. Train conductors, 
masters of vessels, their ofiBcers and 
crews, employees of railroads, and driv
ers of car ts will all render themselves 
liable to conviction for felony and fines 
of not less than one thousand nor more 
than five thousand dollars and imprison
ment for not less than one year if they 
aid, abet, or "through neglect permit" 
the escape of any Chinaman "held in de
tent ion." 

These are but a few of the features of 
th is ext raordinary measure against 
which Senator Hoar spoke so eloquently 
on Thursday, but they suffice to show its 
general character and the absurdi ty of 
many of i ts provisions, of which none 
is more impractical than tha t which re
quires the photographing of every one of 
the 50,000 Chinese in the Phil ippines. 
F rom water to vinegar, from vinegar to 
cayenne pepper, and now to vitriol—this 
was Senator Hoar ' s description of our 
Chinese legislation, passed, a t the behest 
of labor agi ta tors and professional poli
ticians. 

BRITISH FREE TRADE. 
We need not wonder t h a t the proposal 

of the Br i t i sh Chancellor of t he Exche
quer to put taxes on imported gra in and 
flour has been received wi th a burs t of 
Indignation a t home, accompanied with 
jeers and t aun t s from abroad. I t br ings 
before us one of the most excit ing con
tests of the past—one of the most not
able pages of Engl i sh his tory—the bat
tle fought by the Anti-Corn Law League 
for cheap bread for the Br i t i sh -work

man. The names of Cobden and Bright, 
Peel and Disraeli, Derby and Bentinck, 
Fonblanque and Thompson, and a host 
of lesser l ights rise among the meni-
ories of 1846, when the free-traders final
ly gained an overwhelming victory. 
Is it possible tha t England has gone 
back to the protective theory which she 
abandoned more than half a century 
ago? 

Of course the advocates of protection, 
both a t . home and abroad, will say yes. 
Already they a re rolling Sir Michael's 
budget as a sweet morsel under their 
tongues, and they will make every pos
sible use of it in future contests for the 
adjustment of taxat ion. The fact mus t 
be recognized, however, that ' England is 
under the dire necessity of taxing every
th ing tha t she can lay her hands on. I t 
is not a question of protection or free 
t r ade tha t confronts the par ty in power, 
bu t a question of life or death to the 
Salisbury Government. They brought 
on the Boer war, and they mus t foot the 
bills. The cost has now mounted up to 
near ly a billion dollars, and the total ex
penses of the Government for the pres
ent year are |800,000,000. Wha t is to be 
done? asks the bewildered Chancellor. 
Tax everything in sight. Bu t everything 
except bread had already been taxed to 
the utmost l imit before; tobacco, wine, 
spirits, tea, even coal, had had the last 
fa r th ing squeezed out of them. Sir 
Michael had stoutly resisted the Tory 
demand for a bread tax. He had ap
proved himself a worthy disciple and 
follower of Robert Peel; but, alas, ne
cessity knows no law. The deficit yawn
ing before him mus t be filled. 

I t is not quite fair, therefore, to say 
t h a t Sir Michael has abandoned the 
principles of free t rade. I t might be 
said in like manner tha t Chairman Payne 
and Gen. Grosvenor have abandoned 
the doctrine of protection in having 
agreed to admit Cuban sugar a t a re
duced duty, because they have yielded 
to a necessity, or wha t they consider 
such. But in both cases the conse
quences of wha t is being done are of 
more importance than the motives of 
the doers. The bread tax in England is 
called temporary by its promoters, but 
who knows what i ts durat ion may be? 
Who can say wha t i t may lead to? If 
th i s is a protective duty in its effect, 
then no mat te r wha t its a ims may be— 
no mat te r what the motives of Ministers 
may be—it will lead to demands for oth
er protective duties. F i r s t of all, we 
may expect demands for differential 
dut ies in favor of t he colonies—that is, 
t h a t the tax on Canadian wheat, for ex
ample, shall be something less than on 
United States or Argent ine wheat. I t 
will be very hard to resist th is demand, 
since Canada a l ready has a differential 
in favor of Engl ish goods—a discrimina
tion, however, which England never ask
ed for and ra the r deprecated. I t will 
be ha rde r for Sir Michael to resis t th i s 

demand since Mr. Chamberla in has long 
been in favor of it. I t is a p a r t of his 
scheme for Imper ia l federation. Bu t if 
Sir Michael consents to differential 
duties in favor of the colonies, he aban
dons free t r ade outr ight . He th rows 
down the bars to every c la imant for pro
tection. He goes back to the days of the 
Anti-Corn Law League. Considering the 
powerful and growing competit ion t h a t 
weighs upon Br i t i sh manufac tu r ing in
dustry, it is a quest ion whether the pro
posed bread tax may not be t he last 
s t raw on the camel 's back; and when the 
Chancellor looks a t the possibilit ies of 
taxes on raw mate r i a l s yet to come, he 
may well recoil from the prospect. 

Of course, t h e Libera l pa r ty will not 
rdiss th i s oppor tuni ty to find an issue 
with which to pull Itself together and to 
oust the Conservatives. Sir Wil l iam 
Harcour t has a l ready given notice of 
his opposition to the bread tax, and the 
Daily News has sounded a t r umpe t blas t 
against it. The progress of th i s Par l ia
menta ry t a t t l e wil l be watched in other 
par t s of the world wi th interest as In
tense as any p a r t of the Boer war from 
its beginning to the present t ime. 

THE FORTUNES OF HOME RULE. 

DUBLIN, March 22, 1902. 
After ten years of disunion consequent on 

the Parnell split, the country has again 
pulled itself together; but there are no signs 
that the masses of the population will ever 
again, in our time at least, be so profoundly 
stirred by common hopes towards common 
ends as they were in the days o£ Repeal and 
of the Land League. For one thing, emigra
tion has drained off that half of the popula
tion in which the seeds of discontent found 
most congenial soil; for another, the gospel 
of trades-unionism rather than political 
belief has taken firm hold on the artisan 
class, grievances in many directions have 
been removed, and disestablishment of the 
Church, instead of inclining Protestants 
towards Irish ideas, appears to have at
tached them more firmly than ever to the 
English Interest. 

Some £25,000 has within the past eighteen 
months been subscribed, largely in small 
sums, towards the support of a renewed na
tional movement. Such fund, in addition to 
what it is now hoped may be received from 
the United States and elsewhere, is likely to 
be kept replenished. The spectacle of four-
fifths of the Parliamentary representation 
In favor of Home Rule steadily maintained, 
in the face of all differences, through the 
past twenty-flve years still exists. The im-
pressiveness of this protest is considerably 
weakened by the degree to which, in Ire
land, political opinion, as expressed on the 
platform and in the columns of the national 
press, appears to stand apart from that ex
pressed in the daily lives of the people. In 
ordinary Intercourse it is shown only in so 
tar as Is consistent with material interests. 
A stranger visiting Ireland sees little of it. 
Distinctive Irish opinion in shop win
dows and otherwise is no more .to be re
marked than in England. The portraits of 
Mr. Redmond or Mr. Dillon are not to be 
seen at the photographers'. Even In back 
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streets and poor shops the glories of the 
British arms are displayed; and the chil
dren of artisans of the better classes go 
about with "H. M. S. Revenge" or "H. M; S. 
Bulldog" upon their hat-bands. It would 
not be easy to meet a hotel proprietor, 
driver, or guide who, without having first 
discerned Home Rule proclivities in a tour
ist, would acknowledge Nationalist sympa
thies in himself, or the existence of general 
interest on the subject in the country. The 
Irish members are honorably distinguished 
by absence of self-seeking on their own ac
count. I can think of but one who, in the 
course of the past twenty-five years, has 
sold himself to Government. But on general 
behalf of constituents in desires concerning 
quartering of troops. Government eontractSj 
chaplaincies, and treatment of Irish soldiers 
and officers, there is shown little widespread 
determination to maintain, where personal 
or money interests are engaged, stern pro
test against British rule and British mis
doings. 

On the general surface of affairs in Ire
land, there is apparent little of that att i
tude we are accustomed to associate with 
a people profoundly dissatisfied with the 
institutions under which they live. Per
haps similar inconsistency was to be re
marked at crises in the history of other 
countries. The Irish struggle is, however, 
perhaps one of the longest of its kind re
corded in history, and it is to be feared that 
the unheroic and spasmodic lines upon 
which it is maintained may have a perma
nently deleterious effect upon the character 
of the people. Their naturally amiable and 
facile disposition works against their suc
cess. In the long run, few in Ireland suffer 
in mind, body, or estate from their most 
virulent opposition to national desires; 
while little is forgiven on the other side. In 
large towns and business centres a man has 
everything to lose and little to gain through 
being a Nationalist. This state of things 
Is partly to be accounted tor by the extent 
to which the well-paid Government official 
element permeates and influences all sec
tions of society, from the highest to the 
lowest. As the general population of the 
country has declined, the bureaucracy has 
increased in proportion and numbers, and 
has, through open competition, been re
cruited from all grades. From the lawyers 
down to the policemen and the boys and 
girls on probation In the postal service, 
they and their near connections are under 
Government control and surveillance, and 
cannot call their political souls their own. 
I know an instance of a man losing a lucra
tive Government post through having sub
scribed ten shillings to a Boer ambulance 
fund. In few countries in the world is the 
governmental control of the purse more as
tutely and consistently exercised in stifling 
or directing public opinion. 

In comparing the force of the Irish move
ment with what it was formerly,-we must 
realize that the Protestant element there
in Is less .and less apparent. It remains 
to be proved whether Mr. Russell will be 
able to marshal the agricultural section of 
It into effective union for land reform, and 
whether. If successful in that direction, it 
will have learned to cast away its fear of 
the mass of its Catholic countrymen, and 
to sympathize with their political aspira
tions. The Catholic clergy have withdrawn 
their countenance to a considerable extent 
from the agrarian and to a lesser extent 

from the Home Rule agitation. The uni
versity question settled, it is doubtful 
whether they would desire further radical 
change. The liquor influence in politics has 
become more and more powerful and more 
selfish. It has been strong enough to oust 
from political life in Ireland some of the 
men. Catholics and Protestants, whose ser
vices on purely national grounds it would 
have been most desirable to retain. Some 
of the least worthy representatives owe 
their seats to publican influence. 

A backwash to the political movement 
has developed from an unexpected quarter 
—the preservation and study of the Irish 
language. Strange, as it may appear, the 
Gaelic League is, from certain points of 
view, being run in opposition to the United 
Irish League. From small beginnings six 
years ago, it has attained to widespread 
influence. Ireland, perhaps influenced by 
the extent to which ceremony holds place 
in the church of the majority, delights in 
political ceremony and procession. Last 
Sunday the Gaelic League made a 
display in the streets of Dublin 
which, for orderliness, character, and 
numbers, has rarely been equalled. 
Some years must elapse before we 
can really judge as to the extent to 
which this League will forward the general 
use of Irish. Appearances are at present 
in its favor. Where formerly nothing was 
heard of the language, weekly and monthly 
journals circulate, and columns in the 
Freeman and other daily and weekly papers 
are devoted to it. Scarcely a week passes 
that some new work in Irish or some new 
aid to study is not to be found on book
sellers' counters. The language is in evi
dence as it never was before. It is being 
studied to their advantage by thousands 
who would never have applied themselves 
to the acquisition of any other tongue. 

The motto of the movement is "Sinn tein, 
Sinn fein amain"—Our own, our own alone. 
Doubtless it owes much of Its strength and 
popularity to its being a sate and respecta
ble outlet for Irish feeling, free, to the 
young official and other classes, from the 
suspicion of disloyalty. It dare not openly 
oppose the national movement, it owes part 
of its power and influence to dependence 
upon it; but upon the whole it is, as I have 
said, being run upon lines in opposition to 
older national ones. It preaches the doc
trine that language more than separate po
litical institutions forms the basis of dis
tinctive nationality, and that Irish national 
movements from the days of Swift have 
been mistaken In that they sought to fol
low English rather than Irish ideals. (We 
are not informed as to the peculiarly Irish 
ideals in government that we should strive 
after.) Grattau, O'Connell, and Parnell 
are no longer to be regarded as prime 
heroes. "We actually have in our posses
sion a great treasure, more valuable than 
any of the things which the power of Eng
land has taken from us, which ought to 
be guarded more jealously than fortress or 
river, viz., national language." If this 
movement should result in breaking the 
continuity of national thought, and in 
Intercepting for a generation youthful sym
pathy from old ideals, more damage would 
be done to the cause of political national
ity than could be accomplished by many 
Chamberlains; and failures and disap
pointment have made apparent In the coun
try an unwonted spirit of cynicism in pub

lic affairs. This is especially voiced in the 
Leader, a weekly journal that has attained 
wide circulation among all classes. Talk 
about Home Rule is declared to be all 
Bameis (shadows), sympathy with the 
Boers unreal; the politicians are "sur
faces"; the only objects worthy real pur
suit by Irishmen are the use of the Irish 
language and Irish manufactures, the re
vival of Irish manners and customs and 
Irish ways of thought. In addition to 
these themes is to be noted much admir
able denunciation of drinking usages and of 
the influence of the liquor interest. 

E pur si -muove. Home Rule still holds 
the field here, and even on the other side 
of the Channel, as a solution of the Irish 
difficulty. That it does so is largely due to 
the blindness of the Government itself. 
Were it content to spend, in buying out the 
Irish landlords, one-fourth the sum it has 
already lavished upon the South African 
war; did it not find it necessary to sup
port the doings of Dublin Castle through 
thick and thin, to keep men like Judge 
O'Connor Morris on the bench, and to jus
tify every police outrage, the path of the 
Home Ruler would be more clouded than 
it is at present. D. B. 

MADAME RlSiCAMIBR.—II. 

PARIS, March 26, 1902. 

At the end of the Directory and during 
the Consulate, Madame RScamier had not 
yet distinctly attached herself to any politi
cal party. France was passing through a 
period of rapid transformation. The fa
miliar society of Madame RScamier was a 
sort of mirror of this transformation; new 
names were mixed up with old names; the 
Montmorencys met Gen. Murat, Madame 
Murat and Madame Baceiocchi, the sisters 
of the First Consul, EugSne de Beauharnais, 
his step-son. Madame RScamier was 
anxious to count Gen. Bonaparte in her 
court, and made advances to Lucien Bona
parte. Lucien, from humble beginnings, 
had become a member of the Cinq-Cents, 
and, after the 18th Brumaire, had been ap
pointed Minister of the Interior. He was 
only twenty-five years old. Without being 
as handsome as his brother, the First Con
sul, he had good features; he was extremely 
vain, and while he conceded to his brother 
superiority in military matters, he inti
mated that in political matters he was 
himself inferior to nobody. He affected to 
be a sort of Don Juan, and he wished for a 
moment to put Madame RScamier on his 
list of the "due mille." She deceived him by 
her amiable manners, but if she was a 
coquette, she was nothing more. Madame de 
Boigne, who knew her well, says even that 
"the term coquette does not exactly suit 
Madame RScamier; she exercised coquetry 
too much en grand to be called an ordinary 
coquette." She went to Lucien's soirSes; 
they became intimate enough to exchange 
letters. In a recent sale of autograph* 
(May 27, 1895) there were thirty-three let
ters from Lucien to Madame RScamier, full, 
says M. Charavay, who made the catalogue, 
of burning declarations and of incessant 
complaints of the coldness of Madame RS
camier. M. Turquan gives the text of some 
of these letters. 

It Is clear, from all we know, that Madame 
RScamier offered to Lucien only her friend
ship in return tor his love; that she was 
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