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thoroughness, or that many children would 
he overtrained. 

The Strange Adventures of Andrew Battell of 
Leigh in Angola and the Adjoining Region. 
Reprinted from 'Purchas his Pllgrlmes.' 
Edited, with notes and a concise history 
0!' Kongo and Angola, by B. G. Raven-
stein. London: Hakluyt Society. 1901. 
8vo, pp. XX, 210. Maps. 
Andrew Bat te l ! was a good representative 

of the earliest builders of the British Em­
pire—not a leader, but one of the sturdy 
rank, and file to whose adventurous spirit 
and manly qualities the success of the lead­
ers was mainly due. He was one of the 
crew of a pinnace of fifty tons, which sailed 
from England in 1589 on a privateering 
cruise to the coast of South America. Tak­
en prisoner in Brazil, he was deported by 
the "Portugalls" to their convict colony of 
Angola. Here he was employed in trading 
expeditions, and, with his fellow-convicts, 
"Egyptians and Moriscoes," in raiding the 
neighboring tribes to procure the slaves 
who were the principal commercial product 
of the colony. A considerable time was 
spent In prison, the result of repeated at­
tempts to escape. Eighteen years passed 
before Battell regained his liberty and re­
turned to his home In Leigh, accompanied 
by a negro-boy_. Among those who heard 
him tell of his "strange adventures" was 
the vicar of the next parish, and it does not 
seem impossible that his interviews with 
the sailor may have led ,the Rev. Samuel 
Purchas to undertake the great work witli 
which his name associated. However this 
may be, when "His Pilgrimage' appeared 
three or four years later, it contained "the 
report of Andrew Battell, my near neigh­
bor," on the "religion and the customs of 
the peoples of Angola, Congo, and Loango." 
The personal narrative, compiled from pa­
pers found after Battell 's death,, was in­
corporated in Purchas's 'Hakluytus Posthu-
mus,' published In 1625, "the earliest record 
of travels in the interior of this part of Af­
rica." 

The chief impression made by these quaint 
travellers' tales, now published separately' 
by the Hakluyt Society, is that the condi­
tion of the natives of this region was far 
better in the sixteenth century than it is 
now, after four hundred years of contact | 
with whites. The laziness of the West Af­
rican is proverbial. But Battell says, "The 
men in this kingdom [Loango] make good 
store of palm-cloth of sundry sorts, very 
fine and curious. They are never idle; for 
they make fine caps of needlework as they 
go in the streets." From references to the 
various food products, manufactured goods, 
and ivory sold in the daily markets, it is 
evident, that the people were generally in­
dustrious and prosperous. An attractive,' 
picture is drawn of the capital town, "full 
of palm and plaintain-trees," whose 
"streets are wide and long and always clean 
swept." The.court customs, minutely de­
scribed, were also marked with a. certain 
dignity and decorum, indicating a condition 
above the .barbarism that now generally 
prevails. But the narrative shows plainly 
that the deterioration had already begun. 
Raids by the interior tribes, attracted by 
the wealth of the coast people, were fre­
quent. Battell spent sixteen months with 
some roving'man-eating warriors, many 
thousand strong, having a remarkable mili­
tary organization resembling that of the 

Zulus and Sudan Dervishes. These Jagas 
had overrun a large section, cutting down 
palms, robbing harvests, neither sowing nor 
planting, not even bringing up their own 
children. Their numbers were recruited 
from the children of their victims. 

The export slave-trade was a greater 
curse than the most devastating raids. At 
this time, according to Portuguese' writers, 
eight to ten thousand slaves were carried 
annually to Brazil and the West Indies from 
this colony; but one of Purchas's inform­
ants says that "eight and twenty thousand 
slaves (a number almost Incredible, yet 
such as the Portugals told him) were year­
ly shipped from Angola and Congo, at the 
Haven of Loanda." Slave-hunting expedi­
tions were the main, though not the only, 
source of supply. Battell gives an interest­
ing account of the ceremonies attending the 
submission of a chief. Before he is admit­
ted to the Governor's presence, he gives two 
slaves to the page, and then thirty or forty 
to the Governor himself, who, at the end of 
the interview, "calleth a soldier, which 
hath deserved a reward, and giveth the Lord 
[chief] to him. . . . So that there Is no 
Portugal soldier of any account, but hath 
his negro souo, or Lord." It should be add­
ed that Roman Catholic missionaries of 
that time "never raised a protest against 
this traffic, although it was against the 
tenets of their Church, for they profited by 
it." For a marriage fee,. for instance, "a 
slave was expected." "The only thing which 
they did for the wretched slaves was to en­
deavor to secure, as far as possible, that 
they should not fall into the hands of here­
tics; so that at least their souls might be 
saved, whatever became of their bodies." 

Our seaman seems to have been an un­
usually observant man, and interested in 
the people among whom a strange fate had 
thrown him. Purchas naturally noted down 
most fully his accounts of their religious 
customs and fetishes, but he gives some 
information on a great variety of subjects. 
There is a tantalizing reference to "a kind 
of little people called Matlmbas, which are 
no bigger than hoys of twelve years old, but 
are very thick, and live only upon flesh, 
which they kill in the woods with their 
bows and darts." Like the pygmies of 
Stanley's great forest, they shunned all in­
tercourse with their fellows, not entering 
their ' houses, and it by chance any "pass 
where they dwell, they will forsake that 
place and. go to another;" His strangest 
tale, next to that of a crocodile "so huge 
and greedy that he devoured a chained com­
pany of eight or nine slaves," is that of the 
Pongo or gorilla who "took a negro boy of 
his, which lived a month with them, for 
they hurt not those which they surprise at 
unawares, except they look on-them, which 
he [the boy] avoided." Purchas adds, "I 
saw the negro boy." 

The editor, Mr. E. G. Ravenstein, has con-
tritiuted a large number of valuable explan­
atory notes to the narrative, and, in an ap­
pendix, a concise history of Kongo and An­
gola from the time of their discovery to the 
end of the seventeenth century. These show 
a vast amount of painstaking labor, as do 
also the two maps which illustrate the vol­
ume. 

General Forrest. By Capt. J; Harvey 
Mathes. With Illustrations and maps. 
Great Commanders. D. Appleton & Co. 

tl902.• , 
"And who is Nathan Bedford Forrest tha t 

he fills so large a book?" was the exclama­
tion of a • friend of the reviewer, not un­
familiar with-history, but belonging to a -
generation to whom only the notable figures 
of the War for^the Union were famous, as ' 
he saw the name in large letters' upon the : 
cover of an earlier and more volunilnous ' 
account of the career of the Confederate 
cavalryman than that which Capt. Mathes 
has given us. The wonder thus uttered 
Illustrates a doubt which may occur even 
to those who were contemporaries of that 
war, in application to the present volume, 
whether the achievements and abilities of 
Forrest, brilliant though they were, with 
possibly a genius for certain phases of 
military activity, entitle an officer whose 
operations were In a subordinate position 
and with comparatively small bodies of 
troops to be classed among the great com­
manders. For Forrest was, at the utmost, 
a highly efficient and picturesque partisan 
officer. It was only near the end of the 
war that his services in thwarting many a 
nicely laid scheme of the Union generals 
to carry the war into the fertile heart 
of the Confederacy, and his audacity in 
capturing or alarming widely scattered out­
posts of his adversaries, earned for him 
the rank of Major-General. The Confeder­
ate Government showed no disposition to 
call him to any high command, and i t is 
questionable whether his temperament 
would have permitted him to work har­
moniously in the Independent command of 
a large force as the superior of men of 
nearly equal ability and ambition, such as 
was the average corps general. 

What Forrest liked, and where he show­
ed himself at his best, was the head of a 
charge, to be in the. thick of assault with 
vigorous use of his own sabre and pistol; 
to ride far and long for the purpose of 
capturing some valuable store of supplies; 
to cut a line of communication, or to carry 
panic into the headquarters of some care­
less Union general snug housed in a city. 
In such enterprises he was Inexhaus­
tibly fertile of resource, skilful to the ut­
most in extricating his men from perilous 
plights, and not only an unceasing annoy­
ance to department commanders and even 
to . the Washington, authorities, but a good 
deal of a, terror to lesser personages hav­
ing pretensions to military ability. 

The tardiness with which recognition of 
his merit came from Richmond is ex­
plicable upon more probable grounds than 
the Jealousy of his immediate superiors 
or the prejudice of the Confederate rulers 
in favor of West Point generals. Forrest 
belonged, socially and intellectually, to 
that class upon whom the rulers of the 
South looked with traditional contempt. 
He was an uneducated poor white, before 
the war a slave-dealer; and through his 
life, especially during the war and some­
times in his>elations -with men above him 
in rank with whom he had differences, he 
showed the manners of a state of society 
in which personal combat and the impulsive 
resort to fire-arms' t o ' avenge injuries, 
real or fancied, were the habitual sub­
stitute for the tedious processes of the 
law courts. In respect of his education, 
tradition, whose legend Capt. Mathes has 
preserved in a note, reports that, notwith­
standing'the intellectual discipline ^ot par--
ticipation. in great affairs upon great na­
tive force of mind, his attempts at writing 
remained ludicrously phonetic. 
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C a p t ; M a t h e s h a s w r i t t e n In a i s p i r i t of 
wh ich . t h e r e c a n ^ b e n o c r i t i c i s m ' u n l e s s I t 
b e t h a t wh ich i s a p t , t o l ie . aga ins t - m o s t 
b i o g r a p h y ; t h a t h e unde r t a l i e s r a t h e r 'a v in -
a i ca t i on and eu logy of ,h is h e r o t h a n a n im­
p a r t i a l e s t i m a t e of h i s p lace a m o n g sol­
d i e r s . .The . s t o r y Is i n t e r e s t i n g , and in no 
r e s p e c t m o r e prof i tab le for t h e fu tu re s t u ­
d e n t of t h e evo lu t ion of t h e c o u n t r y t h a n 
in t h e i n c i d e n t a l p i c t u r e s of t h e s t a t e of 
soc ie ty - in t h e South , i t s fightings, wooings ; 
and r u d e p l e a s u r e s , .which fiourished e s p e ­
c ia l ly .in t h e a t m o s p h e r e of n e g r o s l ave ry . 

Elements tVune Bfychologie, FoUtique du Pmple 
-Amiricain. P a r Emi le Boutmy. • New York: 
Lemcke & Bueohner . 

"We cannot say tha t M. Boutmy has ' been 
happy in his choice of a tit le. ' H e beg ins 
by showing w h a t a mongre l ho rde inhab i t s 
our country , and t h u s ' d e m o n s t r a t e s tha t , 
even if we can speak of t h e Amer ican peo­
ple a s a n en t i ty , i t is impossible t h a t ' i t 
should have a d i s t i nc t i ve po l i t i ca l p sycho­
logy. The case was different when Toeque-
vil le wrote , and he' did in fact cons t ruc t 
a -psychology, e i ther of the American people, 
or of some i m a g i n a r y deinocracy.. Mr. 
Bryce , also, wi thout p r e t end ing ' to e lab­
o ra t e a psychology, ' furnished us wi th a 
nu inber ' of acu te and ins t ruc t ive gen­
eral izat ions , which," perhaps,.;>i.constltute a s 
much of a pol i t ica l phi losophy as is a t t a i n ­
able . ' -M. Boutmy", i t is t rue , t e l l s us . that 
oiir pa t r io t i sm, or public spir i t , has "une 
psychologie t rSs p a r t l c u H e r e " ; ' t h e r e : is • 
no th ing like it in F r a n c e . Our mot ive is 
not the "p res t ige d ' l r i iagmat lon ," which 
forriis t he subs tance of Pre i ich p a t r i o t i s m , 
bu t " u n ' e s p r i t pub l i c v igoureux , c l a i rvoy - ' 
an t , t o u t ' en t i e r ' d a n s le p r e s e n t e t dans 
le's f a l t s . " But w e ' c a n n o t s ay t h a t our 
knowledge is much Increased by genera l i t i e s 
of th i s kind. I t Is easy to wr i t e . them; i t 
would be hard to prove" th'ein;' a n d ' they 
would be of very modera t e scl-3ntiflc value 
even if they were establ ished! 

-Not the l e a s t ' i n t e res t ing p a r t ' ' of M. 
Bout iny 's essay is h is cr i t ic i sm of the works 
of Tocquevil le and Bryce?' In his e s t i m a t e 
of t h e former he agrees subs t an t i a l l y , and 
somet imes a l m o s t literaiiy,- ' w i t h Mr; 
Bryce ; but It is sa t i s fac tory .to • ge t the 
F r e n c h po in t of view.' ' Of t h e ' ' A m e r i c a n 
Commonweal th ' M. Bou tmy speaks w i t h the 
g r e a t e s t a d m i r a t i o n ; bu t a t the same t ime 
he points out cer ta in l im i t a t i ons . No 
doubt Mr. Bryce ' s book is no t d is t inguished ' 
by un i ty ; it is far from sys t ema t i c . The re 
are m a n y gaps in it; if it be regarded a s 
m e a n t to cover the. 'field comple te ly . M. 
Bou tmy te l l s us- how he would have wr i t ­
t en the b o o k ' h a d he possessed Mr. Bryce ' s 

equipment . He.would;have>begun ;with the 
individual man , exhibi t ing him as he a p ­
peared a t successive • periods of ; immigra -
t ion, and as Influenced by var ious impulses.-
Then he would have described the envlrou-
inent, wi th i t s effect on ther ind iv idua l ; and 
finally, t h e . general resu l t as , i t ' appears in 
var ious ins t i tu t ions . Religion, philosophy, 
poet ry , a r t , and science should have -been 
explained; t he f a m i l y - a n d . i t s . members , 
proper ty , corporat ions , - .Sta te governments , , 
and the • Fede ra l Government , should have 
had the i r development t raced. 

W e cannot deny tha t a- work of th i s de--
scr ipt ion would be en te r ta in ing , bu t we feai-
t h a t t he t empta t ion to round out- theor ies 
migh t impair i ts- .historical value.- - At all 
even t s , M. B o u t m y - h a s given us no th ing oC-
the kind. H i s s ta t is t ical- 'and b i s to r l ca l in­
format ion is derived from sources- wi th in 
our r each , t he t ru s twor th ines s of • which 
we can .es t imate , pe rhaps , be t te r t h a n - h e . 
H i s long .d i squ i s i t i on on " R e l i g i o n and t h e 
Idea l , ' ' and 'h i s shor t one on " Imper ia l i sm and 
the 'Cons t i tu t ion ," appear to- us unlns t ruo--
t lve, if no t ' super f i c i a l . T h e - r e a l l y va lu­
able pa r t of the book is tha t which explains 
the difference in the a t t i tude toward the i r 
r u l e r s of t h e ' French and the American 
ci t izens. To the Frenchman , t he Govern­
m e n t is a h igher organism, on which he de--
pends for pro tec t ion agains t invasion from 
abroad and moles ta t ion a t home. He 
rega rds i t wi th awe, and submits- to -it 
wi thout quest ion. But tlie first s e t t l e r s in-
Amer ica b rought wi th t h e m l i t t le reverence-
for rulers,- .and took care of themselves • 
wi thou t t he ' a i d of Government . The t rad i ­
t ion t h a t r u l e r s .are m e r e l y servants of the 
people, chosen to car ry out cer ta in speclflc 
purposes , and 'posses sed of no more wisdom 
t h a n t h e i r fe l low-ci t izens , h a s affected- t h e 
whole f r amework of our Government , and is-
st i l l potent . There is no t radi t ion of the 
kind in France,- because - the re -is no h i s to ­
r ical basis for it . The polit ical h is tory of 
tL-at count ry is l i t t l e - b u t - a record of the 
development of-despot ic p o w e r . - t h e na tu re 
of which is the same, w h e t h e r - t h e Govern­
ment be called kingdom, empire, or repub­
lic.' - - - - • '• 

- In the development of the c o n t r a s t s a r i s ­
ing froin .these ' differences in political 
forces, M. Boutiny i s ' a t h is best . If we do 
not u n d e r s t a n d . ourselves much be t t e r t h a n 
before, we get clearer views of.-the F rench 
sys tem. ' He'- j i istly cri t icises 'our munic i ­
pal g o v e r n m e n t s ; " b u t ' h e r e he falls into au 
inconsistency' . If these- go-vernments a re 
regu la t ed by- the State , how is i f in F rance ? 
How much c a n ' t h e people of a' commune 
accompl i sh if t h e Pre fec t opposes t h e m ? 
M. Bou tmy is ' am'azed: a t the res t r i c t ions 
placed on our legislators , , but the expla­

na t ion , is to be found i n ' the . exis tence of 
local se l f -government . T h e . people . of a 
New E n g l a n d town do not want to h a v e 
the i r management -o f . their own affairs i n t e r ­
fered wi th by the l e g i s l a t u r e ; hence t h e 
r e s t r a i n t s of our cons t i tu t ions . - In F r a n c e 
the people of a .commune a r e not a.llowea, 
and neve r :have b e e n al lowed, to govern 
themselves , and t h e y - a r e consequent ly - ig ­
n o r a n t of t h e e l emen ta ry pr inc ip les of gov­
e rnmen t . The subject is in t e re s t ing , .and 
we should be grateful if M. .Boutmy -would 
pu r sue i t fu r the r . , But we. t h ink tha t he 
can . teach us more of h is count ry than .of 
ours . . ' . 
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