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states were in the Union, and could no 
more get out of It than a minority of stock­
holders can dissolve a corporation. As Mr. 
Lincoln said, to assert tha t the Southern 
States wore no longer In the Union was to 
make the fatal admission that States, when­
ever they please, may, of their own mo­
tion, dissolve their connection with the 
Union. The Union, he thought, could not 
survive that admission, and he declared: "If 
that be true, I am not President; these gen­
tlemen are not Congress." This theory, 
whether correct or not, was the original 
theory of the loyal North. Mr. Lincoln was 
right; had it not been believed that the 
Southern States continued to be States of 
the Union after the ordinances of secession 
were passed, the North would not have em­
ployed "coercion" to preserve the Union 
and the Constitution. 

The furious passions aroused by Presi­
dent Johnson's arbitrary proceedings even­
tually caused this theory to be disregarded. 
The violent partisans who controlled the 
Congress and overruled the President were 
driven to act as if they held Professor Bur­
gess's theory of statehood, and practically 
declared that there were no Southern States. 
The representatives of the Northern States 
really created a number of new States out 
of the territory formerly occupied by the 
Southern States, just as they might have 
created new States out of the territory 
conquered from Mexico. Professor Bur­
gess, of course, does not complain of this. 
As there never were any Southern States, 
in the proper sense of the word, it was idle 
to talk of their rights. What he does com­
plain of is that the work of setting up new 
local governments was scandalously botch­
ed. Few will differ with him on this point, 
and, as we have said, he tells the story well. 
But, for the reasons assigned above, those 
who wish to understand the Constitutional 
questions involved will not find that this 
book meets their requirements. 

Tlie Evolution of Sex. By Profs. Patrick 
Geddes and J. Arthur Thompson. Re­
vised edition. New York: Charles Sorib-
ner's Sons; London: Walter Scott. 8vo, 
pp. XX. 342, illustrated. 
Book I. t reats of male and female—of 

primary and secondary sexual characters 
and differences, and of theories relating to 
them. Book II. t reats of the analysis of 
sex—of organs, tissues, cells, hermaphro­
ditism, sex elements, egg cells, male cells 
or spermatozoa, and a theory of sex, its 
nature and origin. Book III. t reats of the 
processes of reproduction—of fertilization, 
parthenogenesis, asexual reproduction, and 
alternation of generations; and Book IV. 
treats of the theory of reproduction, includ­
ing facts of growth, special physiology of 
sex and reproduction, organic immortality, 
psychological and ethical aspects of sex, 
laws of multiplication, and the reproductive 
factor in evolution. 

By means of gleanings from the conclu­
sions reached, something may be shown of 
the character and Incluslveness of the 
work. A fundamental idea in it Is, that 
male and female differ in regard to pro­
toplasmic changes (metabolism); the fe­
male being less active, longer lived, and 
more given to construction or upbuilding 
(anabolism), and the male being more ac­
tive and more affected by disruptive 
changes (katabolism). With the origin of 

sex two more or less divergent lines of va­
riation are thus introduced. Sex originated 
as the cells developed from the protoplasm, 
one cell well nourished and quiescent be­
coming an ovum, another more hungry and 
more active becoming a flagellate sperm. A 
primary difference of male from female 
lies in the relative preponderance of kata-
bolic changes, disruption. The Idea that 
the cell nuclei alone are of Importance In 
fertilization, the cell substance being con­
sidered a mere adjunct, is not favored. 
Fertilization is supposed to benefit the 
species in a continuance of Its vitality, a 
sort of rejuvenescence, and it may be that 
it is an Important source of variation. 
Parthenogenesis is said to be a degenera­
tion from ordinary sexual process. Asexual 
reproduction occurs In many degrees, from 
continuous budding to discontinuous multi­
plication; It occurs in many types, from 
polyzoa to tunlcates. Alternation of genera­
tions may be described as a rhythm between 
a relatively anabolic and katabolic prepon­
derance. At the limit, at the maximum or 
optimum of size, cell division restores the 
balance between mass and surface; but the 
actual mechanisms of the process are at 
present beyond analysis. Reproduction may 
ward off death in the protozoa, the nearest 
to immortal of all organisms, but it helped 
to cause it in the simplest metazoa. 

The Intellectual and emotional differences 
between the sexes are correlated with the 
deep-seated constitutional differences. Ego­
ism and altruism have their roots in the 
primary hunger and love, or nutritive and 
reproductive activities. Emotion and ac­
tivity have a common origin. Spencer's 
conclusion that man's future evolution must 
continue mainly in .the direction of psychi­
cal development, decrease of fertility keep­
ing pace with increase of individuation, is 
accepted. The greatest step in nature, from 
single-celled to many-celled animals, though 
bridged by loose colonies, was made not by 
selection of the more Individuated and high­
ly adapted forms, but by the union of rela­
tively unindividuated cells into an aggre­
gate, in which each .became diminishingly 
competitive and increasingly subordinated 
to the social whole. These authors read 
creation's law as not a struggle but as love; 
they are not at • all ready to accept an 
advantage or utility, ascertained or sup­
posed, as sufflcient explanation of a fact; 
they go farther toward the origin. Their 
book is an improved edition of a good work; 
it is a monograph which could hardly be 
more abridged, unless, perhaps, It might be 
somewhat in the amount of attention given 
to particular theories much discussed In the 
past, but now of only traditional impor­
tance. 

Traces of the Elder Faiths of Ireland: A 
Folklore Sketch. In two volumes. ' By 
W. G. Wood-Martin, M.R.I.A. Longmans. 
1902. 

This latest work of Mr. Wood-Martin, in 
two rather handsome volumes, is based in 
part upon his earlier book, entitled 'Pagan 
Ireland.' The new and much enlarged trea­
tise constitutes one of the most ambitious 
efforts that have yet been made to deal with 
the life and religion of the ancient Irish 
people. Ranging all the way from "specula­
tive geological archfeology" to contemporary 
folklore, it professes to set forth the pres­
ent state of knowledge ^yith regard to the 

course of'Irish paganism from the earliest 
times till its absorption by Christianity. 
This was a large undertaking, and we are 
bound to say that It has not been attended 
with much success. Perhaps the time Is not 
ripe for such a treatise; at all events, Mr. 
Wood-Martin's book is so amateurish in 
character that it neither sets forth compe­
tently the present state of knowledge in its 
field, nor makes any very solid additions to 
such knowledge. At the same time it ex­
hibits broad and various information based 
upon prolonged studies. It might be not 
improperly termed a learned work, and the 
author, by virtue of his wide acquaintance 
with the subject and his earlier contribu­
tions to its literature, is at least a veteran 
among amateurs. 

Since Mr. Wood-Martin was writing for 
the general public, he tried to be thoroughly 
popular in method; and he has succeeded to 
the extent of being very readable. In tnc 
matter of clearness he has not done so well, 
and his earliest chapters especially are dis­
orderly and confusing. In attempting to 
avoid the cumbersome methods of a scientific 
treatise, he has erred on the side of laxity, 
and allowed himself freedoms which are to 
be regretted. Thinking it too pedantic, for 
example, to cite his authorities in footnotes, 
he has left his readers with no direct means 
of tracing his most interesting statements 
or of checking his more doubtful ones. He 
has a way of inserting long passages of com­
monplace matter, enclosed between marks 
of quotation, without any indication of the 
source. At the same time he lisually labels 
citations from Shakspere and Milton, and he 
credits a familiar sentence from the 
"Urn-Burial" to the authorship of Sir "John 
Browne! This last lapse—and later correct 
references to the great English prose-
writer show that it was only a lapse—leads 
us to add that we have seldom seen so 
many inaccuracies in a book so handsomely 
published by a good house. Some of the 
errors reveal positive ingenuity. Bartholo­
mew Anglicus (I., 185) appears as "Angeli-
cus"; Gay's Fables are assigned to "Gray" 
(I., 359); and "primitive r ights" is once 
printed where "r i tes" must be meant (II., 
315). We do not intend to give a list of the 
misprints we have noted; but the number 
of these inaccuracies, taken together with a 
peculiar looseness in style and paragraph 
structure, gives the impression that the copy 
was made from dictation, and never compe­
tently revised or corrected in proof. 

We have spoken of certain inexcusable 
blemishes in Mr. Wood-Martin's work, but, 
judged as a scientific treatise, it has more 
fundamental faults. It is characterized 
throughout by lack of critical method. In­
stead of going himself to the ultimate 
available sources of knowledge, the author 
is too often contented with second or third-
hand information. Thus, we are told (I., 
340) that "Dr. P. W. Joyce says [Dianrecht] 
had a son, and a daughter Armedda, more 
skilful than himself." We have much re­
spect for Dr. Joyce, but we should not quote 
him as if he were a contemporary of Tiger-
nach, or somehow otherwise possessed of 
information unknown to the modern world. 
We should as soon think of saying, "Pro­
fessor Goodwin declares that Pallas Athene 
was born from the head of Zeus!" As a 
result of this rather indiscriminate use of 
sources, Mr. Wood-Martin's material is a 
good deal impaired in value; and his.habit 
of mentioning no authorities . for many 
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s t a t e m e n t s (or else ot c i t ing vague ly an 
I r i s h m a n u s c r i p t ot u n c e r t a i n da t e ) m a k e s ' 
i t l iard to d i s t i ngu i sh the t r u e from t h e 
false. 

In the t r e a t m e n t of h is m a t e r i a l , too, Mr. 
Wood-Mar t i n shows the s a m e l ack of p r o p ­
er method. In c h a p t e r iv. . h e d i scusses 
Or i en ta l e l e m e n t s in I r i s h t r a d i t i o n , and 
m e n t i o n s E a s t e r n ana logues t o Cel t ic t a l e s ; 
h u t h is p a r a l l e l s a r e no t a l l significant, 
and he. sub jec t s t h e m to no c r i t i c a l e x a m i ­
na t ion . Again , in the c h a p t e r on St. P a t ­
r i ck (I., 245), t h e v a r i o u s p r o b l e m s t h a t 

. c o n c e r n t h e life ot the sa in t a r e a l t o g e t h e r 
too s u m m a r i l y d ismissed. The a u t h o r ' s in-

-ab i l i ty to dea l w i th mytho log ica l p r o b l e m s 
m a y be i n t e r r e d from t h e fo l lowing s h o r t 
p a r a g r a p h (I., 346): 

" I r i s h gods were a p p a r e n t l y b u t deified 
m o r t a l s , c e l e b r i t i e s of the i r day, t a k e n in­
d i s c r i m i n a t e l y f rom t h e t h r e e so-ca l led co l ­
on ies of t h e F o r m o r i a n s [ s i c / ] , t h e Dedan-
nan , and the M i l e s i a n s . " 

This is of course n o t h i n g bu t t h e eu-
h e m e r i s m ot the old I r i s h a n n a l i s t s s e rv ­
ed up anew a s my tho log ica l t heo ry . Bu t 
the mos t e x t r a o r d i n a r y e x a m p l e of Mr. 
W o o d - M a r t i n ' s capac i ty for going a s t r a y 
a p p e a r s in t h e fol lowing p a s s a g e a b o u t the 
a n c i e n t I r i sh h e r o , Cuchul l in : 

"Rega rded from a n o t h e r s t a n d p o i n t Cu­
chul l in is , to a c e r t a i n ex ten t , a m y t h i c a l 
and mytho log ica l being, a s t h e accoun t of 
h i s life g iven in w r i t t e n r e c o r d s h a s a p p a ­
r e n t l y been r emode l l ed on t h a t of Chr is t . 
Cuchul l in ' s age a t dea th is t h i r t y - t h r e e . He 
h a s an i m m o r t a l f a the r and a m o r t a l m o t h ­
er ot the roya l l i ne ; he is born in a d i s ­
t r i c t r e m o t e from E m a n i a , t h e I r i s h J e r u ­
s a l e m ; when a chi ld of ten he s t e a l s away 
from hife m o t h e r wi th h i s l i t t l e wooden 
shie ld and sword of l a th to con tend wi th 
the hero y o u t h s of E m a n i a , a s t h e boy J e s u s 
w e n t in to the Temple to a r g u e w i th t h e 
J e w i s h D o c t o r s ; in fact , h i s deeds , a s a 
you th , a r e a m e r e a d a p t a t i o n of the r e c o r d ­
ed ea r ly l i te of Chr i s t in the Apocrypha l 
Gospels . H e is b r o u g h t up by Culand t h e 
ar t i f icer , a s Chr i s t is b r o u g h t up by Joseph , 
t h e c a r p e n t e r ; h e is employed defending 
the weak a g a i n s t a g g r e s s i o n ; the l a s t t h r e e 
y e a r s of h i s life a r e full of t r o u b l e and 
m i s e r y ; he dies , af ter be ing p ie rced by 
a da r t , a f te r t a k i n g a d r ink , exc la iming , 
'The Gods of E r i n have dese r t ed us , ' s t a n d ­
ing e r e c t wi th h is back to a p i l l a r - s t o n e to 
which he had t ied himself ; o t h e r coinci­
dences migh t be g iven ." 

F r o m the p reced ing q u o t a t i o n a lone it 
ought to be a p p a r e n t t h a t Mr. W o o d - M a r ­
t in cannot be deemed a t r u s t w o r t h y au­
t h o r i t y upon t h e sub jec t w i th which he 
dea ls . 

W e have fel t bound t o c r i t i c i s e h im ( r a n k -
1}-, because it would bo a p i ty if h is 
t h e o r i e s should be t a k e n too ser ious ly . I t 
now r e m a i n s t o r u s t o say t h a t h i s book 
lias i t s uses , and t h a t , in sp i t e of i t s f au l t s . 

we do n o t r e g r e t i t s -publ ica t ion . Judged a s 
a n unc r i t i c a l col lect ion of m a t e r i a l upon 
I r i s h folk- lore , i t is bo th ot va lue and of 
i n t e r e s t . I t r e p r e s e n t s a long l a b o r ot 
compi la t ion , and t h e b ib l iography a lone 
. (compr is ing over n ine , hundred en t r i e s ) 
would m e r i t . gra tefu l recogni t ion . Mr. 
W o o d - M a r t i n seems to have explored very 
fully the books in his l ist , and he h a s pu t 
t o g e t h e r an e l a b o r a t e account o f . t h e b e ­
l iefs and p rac t i ce s of t h e , n iodern I r i sh 
p e a s a n t r y . His work . thus furnishes a v a l ­
u a b l e supp lemen t to the older I r i s h , w r i t - . 

, i n g s , . o n t h e one hand, , and on t h e .o ther 
hand t o such t r e a t i s e s a s R h y s ' s . 'Cel t ic 
Fo lk lo re , ' .which dea ls chiefly, w i th . t h e 
B r i t i s h Ce l t s . . An abundance of local leg­
ends a r e cited to . i l l u s t r a t e the surv iva l .of 
a n c i e n t cus toms and . supe r s t i t i ons . Some 
ot. t h e c h a p t e r s ( l ike t h a t , f o r . exainple , 
wh ich dea l s wi th t h e " h a g " i n . I r i s h t r a d i ­
t ion) a r e full of suggest ive m a t t e r . In a 
word, t h e .Celtic scholar wil l find much t o 
r e p a y h im for work ing th rough Mr. Wood-
M a r t i n ' s pages , and t h e excel lent index wi l l 
l i gh t en h i s labors . .By thus .serving, t h e 
convenience , of . schola rs , 'T races of .the 
E l d e r F a i t h s ' m a y prove in .the. end to have 
helped, cons iderab ly toward a b e t t e r knowl ­
edge of I r i s h pagan i sm. But in i tself t h e 
book c a n n o t be called sound or scientific 
i nves t iga t ion . , . . . 

The Life anil Times of Alfred the Greal. 
By Char les P lummer . Oxford:. Cla ren­
don P r e s s ; New York: H. Frowde . 1902. 

Mr. P lummer here p r in t s his six Ford lec­
tu re s , delivered a t Oxford las t year, with a 
c e r t a i n a m o u n t of add i t iona l m a t e r i a l and 
cop ious b u t unob t rus ive foo t -no tes , in a 
most agreeable and sat isfactory l i t t le boo);. 
I t would be imper t inen t to di la te on t h e 
a u t h o r ' s competency. His edi t ions ot the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and Bede 's ' E c ­
clesiast ical His to ry ' a re the s tandard edi­
t ions , and liave given hiiri a place among 
the mos t d is t inguished s tuden ts of ear ly 
E n g l i s h ' history. Tlie p resen t work no t 
only sus ta ins tha t repu ta t ion , it also shows 
t h a t Mr. P l u m m e r is a first-rate p o p u l a r 
exposi tor . The book is full ot in te res t , for 
the genera l reader , and a valuable mono­
g r a p h for t h e -his tor ical scholar . I n t w o 
hundred pages it tells- us every ta ing t h a t is 
known about Alfred the Great , wi th abun­
dant references to previous discussions of 
debatable m a t t e r s , and acu te comments on 
all po in t s of controversy. I t is no t to be 
expected tha t everybody will a.gree with 
every th ing in a discussion so beset with 
difficulties, bu t it i s ' s a f e to ' say t h a t none 

of Mr. P lu ramer ' s opinions can bo neglected 
or waved aside by his successors . 

The t r e a t m e n t is so .compact t h a t a 
thorough review would t ake much space. 
W e can a d v e r t to only a few of t h e many 
i n t e r e s t i n g .ques t ions discussed. The ex­
a m i n a t i o n of t h e L a t i n 'L i te of Alfred ' 
which passes—not w i thou t chal lenge—as tho 
work of Bishop Asser , is specially n o t e -
v/orthy. " Mr. P l u m m e r began his inves t i ­
gat ion in an incredulous frame of mind, bu t 
has come to the conclusion t h a t the docu­
men t , t hough co r rup t .and interpolated, is 
probably au then t i c in subs tance . H i s a r g u ­
m e n t s a re ingenious, and some ot them arc 
ha rd to mee t . I t is unlikely, however , thai, 
they w i l l ' b e un iversa l ly accepted. W e m u s t 
wa i t for Mr. S tevenson ' s long-expected edi­
t ion, wh ich wil l p r o b a b l y s e t t l e t h e q u e s ­
t ion. The account of Alfred 's own works 
is by t a r t h e best t h a t h a s ye t appeared. 
Th;- t r an s l a t i on of Bede is conficlenlly c la im­
ed for the ' King (and his l i t e r a ry bureau) , 
de sp i t e t h e Merc ian d i a l ec t and the ' com­
para t ive l i t e ra lness ot the render ing . Many 
good Anglo-Saxonis t s will dissent, but wo 
are inclined to thinlc tha t Mr. P l u m m e r has 
es tab l i shed a s t rong probabi l i ty . The h i s ­
tory and the topography ot the Danish w a r s 
a re se t for th with ex t raord inary c learness , 
and the ske t ch ot Alfred 's in ternal admin­
i s t r a t ion i s appreciat ive and modera t e . The 
aut 'nor has succeeded' in b r ing ing out the 
k ing ' s pe rsona l i ty wi th a good deal of 
vividness , and wi th no a p p e a r a n c e of effort. 

The in fo rmal i ty of s ty le , due to the fact 
t h a t the l ec tu re s are pr in ted subs tan t ia l ly 
as t h e y were del ivered, is a d i s t inc t relief 
from t h e stiffness of mos t h i s tor ica l m o n o ­
g raphs . 
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