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to the period at the end of 1899 - when Rob-
erts superseded Buller upon the heels of the
disaster at Colenso. In many respects this
eriticism is profitable to the American®

patriot, as offering a parallel to the atti-’

tude of our political managers towards a

scientific preperation for war in time of-

peace. Witness our mortification -at” the

beginning of the war with Spain, when the

“only evlqence our nation was able to pre-
sent” of its readiness for the belligerency

into which the Jingoes precipitated us, was-

the resourceful body of regular troops. who
had been so long accustomed to fight under
adverse conditions that no neglect of clvil
functlonanes could prevent them from car-
rying off the only laurels won in our land
operations,

The editor. of this history recognizes that
the British army had made a long stride
towards reform of its ancient deficiencies
when, ‘after 1875, purchase of commissions
.wag displaced by competitive examination,
a bureau of military intelligence was estab-
lished, and field mancuvres were systemati-
_cally undertaken. But there improvement
practically ended. The Staff Intelligence
Department was limited to an entirely in-
sufficient number of officers, with an annual
appropriation for its maintenance of about
£11,000 as” contrasted” with some £270,000
a year devoted by the German Empire. Lit-
tle encouragement was given ‘to oﬂicers to
widen their professional knowledge and to
fit themselves for emergencies. Most of
their time was thrown away upon foolish
_ ceremonies, petty accounting, and like rou-
tine bookkeeping.

The periods of service of the rank and
file were so ill-suited to the taste and pe-
culiarities of the British people, that the
standard of recruiting had to be several
times lowered to meet the impossibility of
securing first-class*material, and the ranks
became a nursery for ‘lower-class was-
trels.” Under fairly good treatment, this
inferior stuff was converted into a pretiy
well-disciplined force for show or for the
old-time methods of attack in close col-
umn. But there was scarcely any drill in
marksmanship, no spirit of personal initia-
tive in critical moments, and so intimate a
dependence upon the leadership of the offi-
cers that when these failed (and for the
new warfare they were almost as ignorant
as their men), the regiments were as flocks
without a shepherd assailed by wolves.
‘“Many -of the generals were nothing more

than aged regimental. officers, with brains,

and will power atrophied by a .long.life
spent In unmilitary routine; . incapable
alike of devising a plan -or carrying it into
_execution.” '

On the other hand, the apparent dlsgrace
of a necessity of putting into the’ ﬁeldhmore
than 200,000 British troops to ‘bring,to‘
terms. less than 60,000 Boers is reduced
-when it is considered that the latter were
in truth trained warriors, habituated to all
manner of self-reliance and courage by
-constant battle, not alone with wild men
-armed with bows and spears, but with. or-
ganized natives equipped with modern . fire-
arms and often proving themselves a for-
midable adversary for any fighting troop
.of white soldiers. In short, the Boers
were amply prepared for the sort of war-
fare which they were required to wage.
with the added vigor always given to de-
fenders of their own firesides; while the
British- carried ‘to- strange; - unwonted - sit-

uations the traditions of European high-

.ways and fortified towns; or of warfare with

Asiatics whose prowess they not "illegiti-
mately held in contempt, Happily for their
final fortune, the school of calamity was for
the British an effective instructor.’

The. unmilitary .student of such .volumes
as thesé may draw from their discussions
the lesson, which Americans ought.to have
learned from dear-bought experience, that
a democratic government, whether in Eng-
land or the United States, is, of all po-
litical systems under the sun, the' least
suited. to wage - warfare, if economy and
prompt efficiency are to be taken into reck-
oning.

Seven Roman Statesmen of the Later Republic.
By Charles Oman, M. A. With portraits

_and ' illustrations. Longmans, Green, &
Co. 1902.

Midway between history and biography,
Professor Oman has written one of the

"most readable books which have recently

appeared on the subject of the later Ro-
man Republic. Whether one can always
agree with his estimates of the statesmen
concerned or not, those estimates are defi-
nitely conceived and .clearly presented. As
a sample of his effective characterization,

Tiberius Gracchus is described as having'

“enough brains to see that the times were
out of joint, enough heart to feel for the
miSfoi‘tune_s of his countrymen, enough con-
science to refuse to leave things alone and
take the easy path to success that lay be-
fore him,” and enough self-confidence to
think that he was foreordained to set all to
rights.” But he failed as a leader because
of his emotional temperament his impa-
tience of opposition, and his utter inability
to appreciate an opponent’s point of view
as well as his own. After all the honors
which have fallen to the lot of Cornelia
down through the centuries, it makes one
gasp to hear her son desoribed as “‘cursed
with a mother who was always reminding
him that he was the grandson of Scipio
the elder.” The various schemes for agra-

rian reform were doomed to" failure, Pro-.

fessor Oman thinks, because the statesmen

of the time were not ‘suﬂiciently trained to

see where the roots of economic distress
really lay After the Gracchi, are consider-
ed.in turn Sulla, Crassus Cato, Pompey,
and Ceesar, and along with thelr personal
fortunes one gets a fairly connected sketch
of the development of Roman politics for
the period covered. Joilned with the gross
personal vices of Sulla our author finds
enough of the old Roman political virtues

to ‘bracket him with Cato as ungelfish in

aim, looking for mo personal profit, and de-

voting his life to his party and his theory-

of the Constitution. His reformed Consti-
tution failed in the end for lack of motive
power, not from flaws in the mechanism.
The clock could not go on ticking without
the repairer’s hand to give the pendulum
an occasional push. Cato 'is energetically
defended - against Mommsen’s ridicule.
(Who does not dare an occasional hostile
sally into Mommsen’s territory now?) Cato
was “a thoroughly successful minister of
finance; and an excellent and -practical sol-
dier.” But for the way in which he was
foiled by mean and petty spirits, his ef-

forts at reform might have had-large and.

permanent results to their credit. Cesar
is lashed severely for his *“Anti-Cato,” a

" _Mommsen’s"

'sough_t'in a really great nature.

rather discreditable: post-mortem revenge
upon ‘the one man whom  he could not
‘bend”” wlile living.

-idealized- Cmsar of - course
comes in for radical rectification. Pompey
is held up as his, superior, . both, directly
and by implcation, in many qualities of
personal character which are rightly
The level
of- Pompey’s life’ was above Casar’s de-
bauchery, above his  cruelty, though he
failed in the great crisis because he could
not read the signs of the times, and did not
quite know what it was that he was blindly
groping after.. Cesesar was a brilliant op-
portunist, cruel or clement as his policy '
might demand, dealing sanely and practi-
cally with problems as they arose, but with-
out a single trace of real unselﬁshne_ssAor
idealism. “Cssar the altruist is a fiction
.of the nineteenth century.” The Dictator
of B. . 45 ‘‘was but the debauched young
demagogue ‘of B. C. 70, grown older, riper,
and more wary.”” Even at the age of fifty-
four he was “ready to lapse into undigni-
fied amours with a clever and worthless
little Egyptian princess.” Here again one
ga.sﬁs. Surely the dignity of Horace’s great
ode, “Nunc est bibendum,”-is more in ac-
cord with the real significance of Cleopatra
than this flippancy.

Professor Oman regards the Empire as
the inevitable outcome’ of the Republic as
it existed during its last century, but not
at all an- ideal solution ofthe problems
which .the -decaying Republic' had - set.
Casarism contevrred countless practical
benefits, especially in improving the hard
lot of the provincials, but its gifts were
purely ‘material. To an age of lost ideals
its founder ‘could give. no. new moral im-
pulse, for he had himself lived down, or
had never possessed, any controlling en-
thusjasm save personal ambition. The Stoic
philosophy was the only moral.force in ex-
istence, and it influenced only the few
choice spirits, not the mass. Even.a vigor-

‘ous national patriotism wag impossible, de-
.spite. the efforts to stimulate its growth.

The .conclusion. of it: all: is. that, but for

.the attacks from without and the new in-

fluence of. Christian. ideals . within—both
forces for. which Caesarism did not provide—
the Empire must gradually have.sunk into
some such ‘stagnant civilization as that of
the Chinese. ’
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l?ss vni}xea of & and 2. I shall recommend It {0 my
classes.

Prof. Geo. M. Harper, of Princeton.

“It is so well done and was so sadly needed that I feel
impelled to congratulate you, and through you Dr.

-‘Edgren himgelf, for performing what seems to me-a.

greag service to students of Itallan. At last we
have an Italian-Engilish dictionary which does not copy
the old mistakes ot its predecessors and which, more-
over, 13 printed In large legible type. Not content with
achleving success In these essentials, you have gone
further than most makers of ‘translating’ diction-
aries, and have 'Froduced an etgmoiog’icni lexicon at
the same tim=. The mnemonic helpfuiness of etymol-
ogles in learning a foreign language {8 not to be over-
looked, and has been, I think, one of the chief advan-
tages of Whitney’s uermnn—Engiish dictionary.”

Prof Oscar Kuhns, of Wesleyan,

“For years I have been looking for a decent, up-to-
date Italian-Knglish Dictionary. I have just found: ft
in Edgren’s Dictionary.”

Dr. Kenneth McKenzie, of Yale.

It I8 {n every respect superior to the Itallan-English
Dictionaries already -existing The arrange-
ment. made familiar in Edgren’s French Dictionary. is
pra;ctlglal and I regard the enymological feature as
valuable.’

Prof. M. V. Young, Mt, Holyoke ‘Coiiege.

“ Vewny satisfactory and to be introduced here. The
Dictionary has been for years a desideratum.”

The Transcript, Boston.

“ A valuable Dictionary, carefully and scientifically
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Hbrary or desk.”
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28 W.23d8t., New York. 378 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

NOW READY

THE CHARACTERS
OF THEOPHRASTUS

A New Transiation with Introduction, etc.

By CHARLES E. BENNETT and WILLIAM A."Ham=
MOND, Professors in Cornell University.
16mo. _ Nearly ready.

LONGMANS, GREEN, & 0., N. Y.

NEW AND FORTHCOMING PUBLICA-

TIONS OF G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS

SONNETS FROM THE ‘PORTU
' GUESE o

By E B. BROWNING. With 50 iilustra-
tions and decorations in color by Margaret
Armstrong. 12mo. Cloth,” $2.00; one-balf
vellum, $2.50; red ieather, $3,00; full vel-
lum, $3.50; gold-stamped ‘satin, $4.00. .
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