“swallowed alive.

‘fairy lore, moral tale, and fable.-
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here and there, and the love interest of the.
book is too large for-its age. But on the
whole the story is pleasing and sound, will
hold the youthful interest, and, perhaps,
suggest sources of usefulness. :

‘The Other Boy,’ hy Evelyn Sharp, with
illustrations by Henry Sandham (Macmil-
lanj, tells how a delicate, clever lad came
to live in a family of -such boisterously
bumptious children that we rub our eyes,
asking: ‘‘Can.this be England?”’ Having
accustomed ourselves, however, to their
squabbles, to their calling Miss Nibbins,
their favorite governess, “Nibs,” and to
their father’s having much their own style
of manners, we perceive that their hearts
are meant to be and mainly are in the right
places, and we decide that the story will
undoubtedly interest young readers. while it
will .prove harmless if accompanied.by a ju~
dicious amount of corrective commentary.
‘Miss Lochinvar,’, by Marion Ames Taggart,
illusirated by W. L. Jacobs and Bayard F.
Jones (Appletons) is a story for girls, and
makes good if rather protracted readlng,
though with a trend toward the fault of

_causing all the graces and v1rtues to centre

in one girl, ...An.attractive girl she unde-
niably is, bringing out of the West heavy
batteries of charm and unselﬁshness to thp
conversmn and regeneration of an unruiy
family ™ off’New York-icousins. She makes..
the baby behave well at table she brmgs
together the. father and the incommunica-
tive son; reconstructs the.mammon: lovmg.
daughter, wins the tennis match, rescues |
the ill-treated street dog, and is, indeed,

continual evidence as a saving angel of
grace. The story is-not- exaggerdted as
such stories go, and:it is fitted  to ~attract
and ‘interést girls; but . we ‘look askance
at books where oné young’ person is ‘wise

and better.-than all other persons of al]
ages. The chorus of her praises is too
deafening; ‘

‘From-A. C. McClurg & Co comes ‘Littie

Mistress Good Hope,’ by Mary Imlay Tay-
lor, with a tasteful frontispiece in colors, |
and prettily designed illustrations in black
and white, touched with greenish blue, all
by Jessie Willcox Smith. Thls is-a book of |
pixy stories, the 11tt1e creatures being
helpful to good children and properly mali-
cious and spiteful toward abbots and tax-
gatherers. In the interest of perfect taste
and appropriateness, it might have been
well to omit the scene of the abbot’s friv-
olous conduct under the influence ‘of a’ pixy
Incldental pictures of
England in her old and merrie times accom-
pany the more ser1ous busmess of fairy
tricks.

R. H. Russell publishes in a handsome
volume Richard Le Gallienne’s ‘Mr. Sun and
Mrs. Moon,” a set of so-called children’s
verses with large full-page illustrations,
made in a quaint, interesting fashion. A
few of the verses will catch the ear of
childhood, a few the understanding. Others
are of childhood as contemplated by a
grown-up imagination, charmingly tender
here, but freakish there, and not above re-
proach in the matter of rhythm.

‘Miss Muffet’s Christmas Party,” by Sam-
uel McChord Crothers with illustrations by
Olive M. Long (Houghton, Miflin & Co.),
may worthily stand on the bookshelf that
holds ‘Alice in Wonderland.” Here is non-
sense with distinction, full of nourishment
for the children who know their classics in
‘We should

say- that 1t would be a favorite propor-
tlonately to the young reader’'s previous
hringing up in the way he should go. As
to parents, uncles and aunts, a rare flavor
of delicate wit shall be their happy portion
over and above the children’s delight in this
choice’ little book, with its illustrations
neap’of kin to the story in attractiveness.
*The Outlook Story-Book for Little Peo-
ple,” edited by Laura Winnington and pub-
lished by the Outlook Company, is cheer-
fully bound, handsomely printed, and illus-
trated with drawings and photographs of a
high order of merit. It is much to say of
fifty-seven contributions in prose and rhyme
that the greater number are really suitable
for “Little People.” . ‘If here and there a
story may be too-complex in idea or ex-
pression, it is almost . invidious to-say it
when -so many are what they should be—
short, natural,, or "maturally impossible,
ranging from fairyland to .the homes of
:squirrels and tree-toads. The book is one
)})/be welcomed -and-desired.

‘The Making of. a:@Girl,” by Eva - Loveit
(J F. Tayior & Co.); a seriés of 1nformal
chats between an aunt.and a Mollie, con-

-tains good counsel -for-girls-in their-teens
‘as to motives and standards. The attitude
is one of sympathy and good sense, and the
advic ..given is both high- minded and prac-

: ticali <It may seem’™to. the reader that- a

few of.the maxims are open to misinterpre-
tation.” For instance, in a cHapter on Reti-
cence, the dictim, ‘Never tell the wwhole
“of the story you are telling, nor speak out
your entire thought on any matter,” might

prove misléading to the_ youthful intelli- |

gence, which is /[;pt to fall upon the rule
and-1ciss the princlple The'book may be
c]asséd with the season’s helpful literature
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Oross. ‘C.ountryv with "Ho-rse and Hounds. By
Frank Sherman Peer. Scribners. 1902,

The author submits an anology, if one be

required in .presenting his book as the

only one ever published in America. on the‘

subject. Strlctly speaking, "he may - be

right; but in 1852(there appeared from the-

pen of that thorough sportsman, the late

Henry William Herbert (“Frank Forrest-.

er”), a charming little "volume entitled
~The Quorndon Hounds.’”: In the days when
shotguns and fine dogs were rarely found
in the possession of any but those who
went afield because of the sportsman’s in-
stinct, and to whom the mere making.of big
bags was a secondary consideration, Frank
Forrester was an authority on all kinds of
hunting and shooting. Meantime, the erec-
tion of barbed-wire fences has become s0
gene'ral that only here and there can an
ideal country now be found. It is true,
however, that in near proximity "to some
very excellent packs which habitually fol-
low the drag, there are counties in Mary-
land which were regularly hunted in ante-
bellum days, and which are now overrun
with foxes. The author takes the reader
over the course traversed by one unfa-
miliar with the huntlng field. First, a
glossary of hunting words and phrases is
followed by dissertations on the confor-
mation, breeding, schooling, and purchase
of hunters. The author naively remarks
that he now rejects many theories’ which
a few years ago were considered true gos-
pel, and suspects that in as many years
hence he may repudiate some things which

he now asserts with much assurence’. This
frank admission may.nlake it pardonable
to take issue with the author now without
waiting for the lapse of time and the mel-
‘lowing- influence of years to bring about a
wlodification of his views.

In several instances he attacks generally
a_ccepted views; he may be right, but his
reasoning is not conclusive. In fixing upom
a standard of conformation, the author op-
poses the demand for ‘“sloping shoulders,””
and does. not seem to appreciate the rea-
sons for requiring that a- saddle- horse or
hunter shall not have an upright shoulder.
Technical reasons  based upon scientific
principles may-be readily found for- this.
Elevated withers, not too high-and thin,
are usually accompanied by sloping shoul-
ders and a rather deep chest; the parts are
not absolutely dependent upon each other,
and therefore exceptions may be found .to
this- rule, Horses with such conformation
are better adapted to saddle_purposes than
the horse .with upright shoulders. 1If-the
:shoulder-blade; is long, ; broad, and well-
sioped, the 'saddle will rest properly in'its
.place; while if "it be’  short and. upright
the saddle .will have .a tendency.to. work
forward on the withers. Horses wnth up-,
right  shoulders- are usualiy rough
der:“the-“saddle. The .author’s: d‘i?ﬁculty
in placing himself in- the ranks of those
,who advocate the slanting shouldei"

-seems to be that he has ra.ther 111 defined

ideas as-to what constitutes “a sloping
‘shoulder. He "presents an illustration “of
‘upright shoulders in’ Barrett; sired by Bon-
nie -Scotland,” the premier’ stallion of -the
‘Belle Méade stud for miany years. Judged
with the French .measuring machine, or by
the eye alone, the illustration -does- not
‘sustain the charge of upright . shoulders,
nor is the statement borne out by the many
descendants of Bonnie Scotland, recent]y‘
dispersed at:the closing-out sale:r of the
Belle Meade horses. The obJection tq
drawn illustrations is that one may distort
them and thus become convinced through
an erroneous hypothesis. The selection of.a
hunter or any other class of saddle’—horse»
for one’s self is a difficult- matter; to se-
lect one for a friend is doubly so. Hav-
ing to all appearances a perfect conforma-
tion, a horse may not fit a rider, and there

‘may be some disagreeable feature in "his

movements which w111 make bim otherwise
undesirable.

The author has evidently found much
enjoyment in the breeding of horses, but
here again he has established some theories
from individual experience which are not
borne out by the accumulated experience
‘0f others. The praise lavished on the
balance seat, and the sweeping condemna-
tion of gripping the horse with the legs,
puts ‘the author in the light of being bent
more on change than improvement. Balance
is the most important element of a good
seat, but the perfect seat is that derived
from a combination of balanee, friction, or
grip and the use of stirrups. Balance wilk
do as long as everything goes smoothly,
but a swerve or plunge must find the legs
properly placed to close the thighs and
knees quickly, else the rider may .get an
unneccessary fall. The author makes a
strange mistake in writing of “the forked
or military seat’” as if the terms are
synonymous. Again, he says: ‘“The mili-
tary seat with long stirrup leathers has no
place in the hunting-fleld where there is




jumping té6 bé done.’
hive no place in the hunting-field because
ihey defﬁ"i'{ie' the Tider of the chance of
properly gnppmg his horse., The military

iseat ‘as specified in the cavalry dr111 regu- .

lations of the regular army and other ser-
vice téxt-books does not admit of long

stu‘rup leathers; in faet, it contams all the ,
“essential elemenis of the correct seat’as’

described by the author and shown in his
illustration facing page 92. The illustra-
tions will appear to horsemen generally as
incorrectly titled, for Nos. 1 and 2 show the
seat’ best adapted for gripping; whereas
Nos. 3 and 4 illustrate the ‘“‘tongs-across-
a-wall” geat, in which it s impossible to
grip the horse because, with the leg ex-
tended, the thigh muscles are rounded in-
stead of being flat or hollowed. If these
figures correctly show the ideas of the auth-
_ wor-ag.to the balance and grip seat, then by
all meang let him adhere to his language,
but the illustrations are sadly at variance
" 'with all xaccepted nomenclature. . In.illus-

trating" “how* a horse -should «be- allowed to.

igather himself when approaching a fence,
the figures explain (opposite page 118) what

" Long stirrup léathérs |

the author desires‘to show, but by modern |

photography- and in*other:ways it has"b'é'eil

clearly demonstrated that the horse meveér '

takes the extended position presentéd here.

- But while arguing with ouf author we

are missing the companionship of the horse
and 16sing the Scent of the fox, whiéh are
given separate chapters followed -by thé
meet rldlng to- covert,’and” thie' hiint dinner.
Altogether, the book gives one’s nostrils
a whiff of Genesee Valley air when the
autumn leaves are turning and the crops
are laid away. In a country where the
going is stiff but the hearts are courageous,
we can no longer delay to split hairs con-
cerning technical details, but be off to the
covert side where the hounds are drawing
and from whence the fox will soon be view-
ed away with the 'pack in full cry. Typo-
graphically the Jolume is all. that can be
desired. The illustrations are artistic, and
the colored frontispiece especially pleasing.
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