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dominion to the English in 1674—does not 
preclude scope for much interesting va
riety of treatment. True, the public events 
recorded are of narrow range and slight im
portance. The building of forts, palisades, 
a church, and public warehouses, the pur-

• chase of the island from the Indians, wars 
with the savages and the intruding Swedes, 
the creation of the class of patroons, and 
the establishment of the Boweries, and city 
charters, comprise the public events mark
ing , that space of time. But the great 
world across the sea seethed with a fer
ment that reacted upon this insignificant 
nook of earth. The Thirty Years' War, the 
cruel religious persecutions, and the upset
ting of'dyiiasties involved in their sweep 
these farraway lands, and threw upon their 
shores a mingled and adventurous popula
tion. 

It is • an error, then, to suppose, as is 
generally believed, that tlie early settlers" 
of Manhattan, though mainly Dutch, were 
purely so. Almost all foreign civilized na-' 
tions were represented among the immi-' 
graints to this island in the half century 
following its first settlement. The first 
private building • described is the White 
Horse Tavern, in the lower part of ">vhat is 
now Broad Street, occupied by a French 
settler, Phiiip Gerard, or Geraerdy. as his 
Dutch neighbors called him., The name of 
the Delancys.'refugeea after, fhe revocation 
of the Edict" of Nantes, early" appears in" 
holders of a great estate along the Bow
ery, which would have made them, had it 
not been confiscated at the American Rev-
olutioh, almost the richest landholders of 
that date. The Scotch line of the Living
stons was planted here early, and appears 
about 1670 as wealthy and politically emi
nent. Another striking personage described 
in this volume among the later colonists 
was the Scotchman William Paterson, ad
venturer and financier, celebrated by Mac-
aulay, and the projector of the Bank of 
England. He lived some years at New Am
sterdam and at Albany, involved himself in 
noted quarrels, and at last returned to Lon
don,- leaving' his reputation and even, his 
identity an historical puzzle. The Scotch 
line of Stirling, settled in New Jersey, and 
the French Jays, in Westchester,. N. Y., soon 
took rank among the -chief citizens 'Of the 
young community. 

Through such mingling of alien races, 
busy in divers pursuits, the town of New 
Amsterdam, at the time of its final sur
render to the English in 1674, had, under 
the guidance of Dutch polity and thrift, 
grown to be a truly cosmopolitan communi
ty, quite justifying the author's description 
of it as a people not greatly, different in 
its nature, however narrower in range, from 
the population which throngs the streets 
of Manhattan in this year of grace 1902. 

Pursuing his plan of tracing the growth 
of this people through the slow building-up 
of its separate habitations, the author does 
not need to expand his treatment of his 
theme from the time when the few settlers 
p.odded their way through muddy lanes 
over rough cobblestones to this era of 
stately parks, sky-piercing hives of indus
try, and avenues disembowelled by sub
ways. The plain homes of traders, artisans, 
sailors, and farmers supply a suSlcient field 
of human interest and progress. Localities 
suggest their creators and occupants. The 
record of many scores of such growing 
erections suggests scores of names, linked 

easily, and naturally with their develop
ment^ and In these little biographies is 
gathered a mine of incident and adventure. 
This treatment of the subject baflles the 
reviewer who seeks a clue or a principle 
in the multiform growth of a microcosm, 
but it is perhaps the more entertaining for 
being discontinuous and fragmentary. 

The text is enlivened by some forty well-
chosen illustrations, mostly engraved from 
diagrams and authentic official maps. An 
apt preface, a full Index, and clear type 
leave. nothing to be desired in the make-, 
up of the volume. 

Recollections of a Player. By J. H. Stod-
dart. The Century Co. 1902. 

These autobiographical notes of James H. 
Stoddart are chiefly valuable as a revela-" 
tion of the man himself; and an illustration 
of the process by which good actors were 
made out of raw material in the old days 
before the stage had been converted by 
commercial speculators into an emporium 
for the display of tailors' models and real
istic representations of police-court inci
dents. The author must be one of the "old
est players still in harness, but is not to be 
accounted ainong those veterans who lag 
superfluous. On the contrary, he is, hap
pily. In full possession of his bodily ani 
mental faculties, and only recently won. In 
"The Bonnie Brier Bush," the crowning tri
umph of his career. For nearly fifty years 
he has occupied a most honorable position 
in the American Theatre, playing success
fully many prominent-parts, of the most di
versified character, In old and modern com
edy and the romantic drama, and to-day 
furnishes one of the most conspicuous ex
amples of thorough competency to be found 
in the ranks of his profession. His story, 
reduced to its simplest elements, Is a rec
ord of indefatigable industry, intense con
scientiousness, and rare modesty. Interest
ing as it is on account of its complete nat
uralness and its manifestations of a sweet, 
genuine, and generous disposition, it con
tains nothing that is startling and but lit
tle that can be quoted. Prom the spirit of 
artistic jealousy it is absolutely free. It is 
full of the most kindly and ungrudging ap
preciation of the many distinguished actors 
with whom at various times the writer has 
been associated, but offers no word of un
favorable criticism or malicious comment 
Of his own .successes he speaks gratefully 
but doubtfully, while lavish In the praise of 
his associates! 

Born in Yorkshire, In October, 1827, the 
son of a provincial actor, he began acting 
while yet a child, and passed the long years 
of his novitiate as a member of the stock 
companies of various theatres In Scotland, 
Yorkshire, and Liverpool, earning a mere 
pittance by acting innumerable small oharr 
acters of every description, and gradually 
working his way up to the position of lead
ing man in provincial theatres of the first 
rank. It was in 1854 that he came to this 
country and secured an engagement with 
the elder Wallack, with whose brilliant 
company he was associated for many sea
sons. Later on he was a prominent member 
of the memorable body of players collected 
by A. M. Palmer at the Union Square Thea
tre, contributing in no small degree to some 
of the most notable successes achieved iu 
romantic m.elodrama,' and establishing for 

himself a reputation which extended from 
New York to California. Nor were his tr i
umphs limited to one line of character. Al
though an actor of decided mannerisms and 
a man of utterly undisguisable personality, 
his intelligence and his training enabled 
him to exhibit a true versatility In the 
broadly comic Mark Meddle, the tigerish 
P6re Michel, and the deeply pathetic, unhap
py father in "Saints and Sinners." In all 
these and many other parts the habitual 
gestures of the man were so dominated by 
the informing spirit of the trained actor 
that there was no confusion of identity. 

It may be noted here that tliere are many 
delusions, common to both actors and crit
ics, concerning the meaning of versatility— 
at all events in the theatrical sense of the-
word. For instance, there is a prevalent 
idea that it relates chiefly, or largely, to 
externals. ' Actors skilled in the use of 
wigs,- paint, paddings, and costumes for the 
transformation of their bodies, are con
stantly credited with the versatility of a 
Proteus, although In reality they never 
offer any other personality than their own. 
Other actors are reputed versatile because 
their own individuality is so weak and 
colorless' that it seems to be equally well 
suited to any character they may under--
take. Even so veteran an observer as Mr. 
Stoddart is not quite clear on. this subject.' 
He is inclined to undervalue versatility, 
and even to regard it as an obstacle to his
trionic success. He quotes the case of an 
actor who played everything, and was al- ' 
ways good, yet never made a mark in his 
profession. This player, doubtless, was 
lacking in character and mentality, and so 
never ainounted to anything more than a 
pliant, 'agreeable, uninteresting nonentity. 
In bodily aspect all Mr. Stoddart's charac
ters resemble each other closely, but in 
spirit they are widely different. Herein Is 
manifested the intellectual versatility that 
counts, and this is a gift with which Mr. 
Stoddart is highly endowed, although he ' 
does not appear to be aware of It. 

His modesty, indeed, has prevented him 
from doing himself full justice in many 
ways. In his long and active life he must 
have accumulated rich funds of experience 
and anecdote, but he does not draw upon 
either, rarely digressing from the plain 
record of his' life, except to descant upon 
the abilities of his associates, few of whom 
were comparable with himself. In this re
spect the book is a disappointment, but 
it is very pleasant to find in an old actor 
a heart so fresh and genial, so unspoiled 
by success or disappointment, so cordial 
towards aspiring juniors, so entirely free 
from envy or suspicion. May he be long 
preserved to the stage which he adorns. 

How to Sing. By Lilll Lehmann. The Mac-
millan Co. Pp. 281. -

Mr. Richard Aldrich's accurate and read
able translation of LiUi Lehmann's book on 
singing appears simultaneously with the 
original German, and will be cordially 
welcomed by thousands of students and 
lovers of music. The German title of the 
book—'Meine Gesangskunst' (My Art of 
Song)—indicates one of its principal 
charms. It is a sort of autobiographic de
scription of the processes by which the 
author herself learned to sing," and at every 
point her own experiences illustrate and 
enforce the rules .given by her to-singers 
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in r ega rd to w h a t t hey should do and wha t 
t h e y should avoid. Those .who a r e . n o t s t u 
d e n t s of t h e vocal a r t wil l be in t e res t ed 
In he r r e m a r k s on famous voca l i s t s—Pat t i , 
Melba , Sembr ich , N i e m a n n , Betz , Wach te l , 
Si lva. T h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s p i c tu re s to il
l u s t r a t e t h e phys io log ica l side of s inging; 
and the m i n u t e n e s s of some of her d i rec
t i o n s is i n s t a n c e d by t h e fac t t h a t she r e 
qu i re s n e a r l y a. page of t e x t and a d i ag ram 
in two colors to show how she s ings the 
word Frdulein. The a u t h o r t e l l s how she 
s tud ied t h e r61e of I so lde , and a c h a p t e r 
is devoted to h e r m e t h o d of i n t e r p r e t i n g 
t h r e e of t h e m o s t p o p u l a r songs in he r 
r e p e r t o r y — S c h u m a n n ' s " D e r N u s s b a u m , " 
B r a h m s ' s " F e l d e i n s a m k e i t , " and Schube r t ' s 
" B r l k i n g . " 

Mme. .Lehmann is s eve re ' on the voice 
f ac to r i e s w h i c h t u r n out s i nge r s in two 
y e a r s , and c o n t r a s t s t h i s s t a t e of affairs 
( fos tered by i g n o r a n t or u n s c r u p u l o u s m a n 
a g e r s ) w i t h t h e t i m e w h e n an e igh t -yea r 
course w a s r e q u i r e d a t t h e conse rva to r i e s . 
She herse l f w a s so lucky a s to have a m o 
t h e r who could s ing, and who was her 
first t e a c h e r . She b e g a n humbly , in ope r 
e t t a , and g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e one of the lead
ing g r a n d - o p e r a s i nge r s of h e r t ime , differ
ing from m o s t o t h e r s in no t be ing a n a r r o w 
spec ia l i s t , b u t a n e x p e r t in I t a l i a n florid 
song a s we l l a s in t h e W a g n e r i a n d rama . 
Th i s v e r s a t i l i t y m a k e s h e r idea l ly qualified 
t o pose a s a t e a c h e r for s i n g e r s in gen
e ra l . Beg inne r s who h a v e difliculty w i th 
t h e i r b r e a t h wi l l be consoled on read ing 
t h a t the w r i t e r herse l f w a s ve ry sho r t of 
b r e a t h by n a t u r e , and wi l l be i n t e r e s t e d in 
he r me thod of overcoming t h i s defect . Sing
e r s of m o r e m a t u r e y e a r s wil l eage r ly r e a d 
w h a t s h e h a s t o s a y a b o u t t h e sec re t of 
keep ing t h e voice young. T h e hygienic h i n t s 
a lone would m a k e t h e book ind i spensab le 
to every s inge r ; t h e y a r e a l l based on 
p e r s o n a l expe r i ence . One of h e r top ics i s 
t h e r e a s o n w h y a r t i s t s l ike to s ing Wagne r . 
T h e r e a r e a l so r e m a r k s on t h e dura t ion ' of 
c o n c e r t s , on a p p l a u s e , on t h e behav ior of 
aud iences , and m a n y o t h e r t h i n g s of in 
t e r e s t to m u s i c - l o v e r s . W h i l e ho ld ing t h a t 
" i t is n o t enough to s ing w e l l ; one mus t 
a l s o know h o w one does i t , " Mme. L e h m a n n 
a d m i t s t h a t t h e r e a r e excep t ions . P a t t i 
could give no e x p l a n a t i o n of h e r a r t , bu t 
a n s w e r e d a i l q u es t i o ns conce rn ing i t w i th 
a n "Ah, ]e n ' en s a i s r i e n . " 

Daniel Boone. By R e u b e n Gold Thwa i t e s . 
I l l u s t r a t e d . D. App le ton & Co. 1902. 

Danie l Boone (1734-1820) was a n ex t r eme 
type of our fo remos t f ron t i e r smen . Born 
in e a s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a , h e moved far W e s t 
w i th v a r i o u s h a l t s , chiefly in Ken tucky , 
and, keep ing on t h e o u t e r f r i n g e , - w a s in 
Spanish se rv ice on the Missour i while it 
was s t i l l S p a n i s h , h is h u n t s ex tending far 
up t h a t r i ve r . As a n omnivo rous Nimrod, 
buffaloes were not too l a rge n o r bees too 
smal l for h i s chase , and he w a s of t h a t 
c l a s s who l a rge ly r e t u r n to the hun t i ng 
s t a g e 'in social deve lopment . A c a p i t a l shot, 
he eas i ly bel ieved t h a t b o t h his p l ea su re 
and h i s profi t l ay in the s a m e l ine , and 
t h a t he could bes t e a r n h i s b read as a 
h u n t e r . T h u s his r u l i n g pas s ion was a l ife
long p i lg r image to h a p p y h u n t i n g - g r o u n d s . 
H e became a s m i g r a t o r y a s Ind ians or 
ganie w h e r e s o e v e r furs could be discovered 
t h a t were l i gh te s t in weight and heav ies t 
in w o r t h , for m a r k e t s w e r e d i s t a n t and 

t r a n s p o r t a t bes t was by pack -ho r se . To 
Indians , who were d r a g o n s gua rd ing t h e 
golden fleece he was af ter , he became an 
Indian. He ou t - Ind ianed them, a n d was too 
wily for the i r wiles. A chief had made him 
capt ive and purposed to b u r n him, yet , in 
fact, adopted him as his son. 

His s t r a n g e ca ree r h a s been chronic led 
in a dozen books, which a l l have a Robin
son Crusoe charm, and a b o u t his h a i r 
b read th ' scapes c louds of legends or l ies 
have ga thered , which a s k e t c h l ike t h e 
p resen t , the outcome of long and e a r n e s t 
search, was needed to c lear away . The 
t r u t h was r o m a n t i c enough. This l a t e s t 
publ ica t ion is first to show the exac t d a t e 
of Boone 's b i r th and m a n y a n o t h e r sug
gest ive fact. I t shows us a lso for the first 
t ime Boone 's bes t p o r t r a i t , and many s ig
nificant a u t o g r a p h s in facs imile , such as 
pages of field-notes of su rveys and fami l ia r 
l e t t e r s , p h o t o g r a p h s of his l a s t home, h i s 
monumen t a t the cap i t a l of K e n t u c k y , when 
he had been r e b u r i e d t h e r e , wi th o th 
er r ea l i s t i c , not imag ina ry , scenes . I t omi t s 
many i r r e l evan t m a t t e r s w i th which some 
preceding n a r r a t i v e s had beeh padded, and 
defines Boone 's p lace among W e s t e r n p i 
oneers in the l igh t of m a n u s c r i p t s which 
can be found only in the charge of i t s 
au tho r . 

Hav ing both hands full of b iograph ic de 
ta i l s , t h e r e was r eason for the Wiscons in 
s e c r e t a r y t o open h i s l i t t l e finger. One 
le t te r , however, we miss more t h a n we 
should some of his pages . I t is an appea l 
to Virginia for he lp j u s t af ter a defeat by 
Br i t i sh -a ided Ind ians , w r i t t en when Boone ' s 
m i l i t a ry r a n k was h ighes t , and b r ings to 
view b a c k - c o u n t r y m e n • sa feguard ing t h e 
Revo lu t iona ry back door. Th i s l e t t e r is 
found in Peck (p. 131), whose p a i n s t a k i n g 
product ion , derived in p a r t from pe r sona l 
in te rv iews with Boone himself, and the 
ea r ly D r a p e r co l lec t ions a s wel l , would 
r e m a i n the s t a n d a r d b i o g r a p h y bu t for t h e 
improvements i t was r e s e r v e d , for Mr. 
Thwai tes to add. F e w books have so l i t t l e 
need as h a s th i s finality to a s k p a r d o n for 
being born. 
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