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impair very slightly the value of the book,
-which is singularly free, on the whole, from
the kind of errors that mislead students
and check the progress of knowledge. Mr.
‘Bardsley had no pet theories to which he
tried to make his evidence conform. He
showed no predilection for Norman deri-
vations, like the author of ‘The Norman
People’ (London, 1874), or for traces of
Scandinavian influence, like Barber in a
more recent treatise on ‘British Family
Names’ (London, 1894). He collected his
.prloofs impartially, and then spread them
liberally before the reader, who is thus able
to control him at every step. The more we
have examined the book and sought to sift
his evidence, the more we have been im-
‘pressed both with the candid ‘spirit of the
investigator and with the really vast
~amount of special learning which he accu-
mulated in his lifetime of- labor on his
‘favorite subject.

The Blessing’ of the Waters on the Eve of

. the Epiphany: The Greek, Latin, Syriac,
Coptic, and Russian Versions, edited or
translated by John, Marquess of Bute,
and E. A. Wallis Budge. Henry Frowde.
1901. Pp. viii-+158.

. This little book, which has_become a
-memorial to the laté Marquess of Bute, may
-fairly. be regarded as an appendix to his
franslation of the Roman Breviary. It
‘connects with the note there in volume i.,
page 264, on the Feast -of the Epiphany.
Throughout, apparently, the wuniversal
Oriental, Church there is celebrated, be-
tween the service of the Eve of the Epiph-
-any and the day- itself, a very singular
and beautiful ritual which commemorates
the Adoration of the Magi, the Baptism in
‘Jordan, and the turning of water into wine
at-Cana. These are regarded as three dif-
“ferent manifestations of Christ, and are
brought together on this day. But the two
Jatter manifestations are connected with
water, and the Oriental Church has known
how to weave them into a general -blessing
of the waters—in the first instance, appa-
.rently, of the waters of the world, .as rep-
resented in a single river—the Nile in
-Egypt and -the Neva at St. Petersburg;
.and, in the second, of water to .be used for
dustration. Whether we have here a sur-
vival of some fragment of nature-worship
-woven into the Christian service, or merely
a_development, through instinctive poetry,
irom that service, it might be hard to say.
Of the beauty of the ritual there can be no
question. '

. In the Roman Church until recently the
same ceremony survived, . and
striking, if: hardly so naively poetical,
:form. But- it ‘was, performed .in certain
.churches only, and made no. part of the
-regular ritual of the Church. Now, all that
.has been cut away, and in 1890 a form was
-approved by the Congregation of Sacred
Rites, which abandons entirely the usage
‘of the Church, Eastern and Western, and
turns this rich and many-colored office into
@ most ordinary form for the consecration
‘of holy water to be used against evil
‘spirits. The historical allusions are swept
away with the feehng for Nature and her
“travailings, and we have instead some
most crude maglcal formulae There is a
mournful and not too dutiful tone in the
,note of the Marquess of Bute where he—
loyal son of the Church as he was—draws

in equally’

attention to its ‘“entire variance from the
ancient form.” ]

This book can be heartily commended, not
only to students of liturgics, but also to
all who care to trace the movements of
faith: Our only regret is that the forms
of the Abyssinian and Armenian Churches
have not been added; as things are, these
are inaccessible enough. That of the
‘Gregorian Church of Armenia, with its pre-
Monophysite attitude, and its celebration
of the Birth at Epiphany, would be of espe-
cial interest.
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The Great Deserts and Forests of North
America. By Paul Fountain. Longmans,
Green & Co. 1901. 8vo, pp. X, 295.

This is certainly an urdusual kind of book.
It abpears to contain the reminiscences of
an English travelling peddler and collector
of natural-history specimens through vari-
oils parts of thé West and Southwest regions
of the United States, at a period some twen-
ty-five years ago.. The author, by his own
account, was, if not a cripple; at least some-
what infirm about the legs, and could ride
only on a specially made saddle. While not
"illiterate (for his narrative, if unpreten-
tious, is easy.and pleasantly written), he
‘wds  a man of no training in science, and
‘'his observations contain more and more
varied misinformation than we bhave ever
come across.in any single volume in many
‘years.  Almost the whole book is devoted
"to observations on natural history, It is
surprising how any man of such experlence
in outdoor life, love of nature, and ob-
vious intelligence could have been so ig-
norant and so credulous as this narrative
indicates. And yet he was no fool, and
was possessed by the love of the open field

‘a.nd forest, never killed wild animals wan-

tonly, and, we 'are convinced, must have
been a delightful chum for a wagon journey
out into the wilderness.

The book is ‘a most interesting psycholo-
gical study. The errors of observation with
‘which it literally teems, and the absurd ex-
planations’of geological and biological facts
are, of course, obvious chiefly to readers
of some technical training. But

time reading absurdities retailed in perfect
good faith and modest complacency, the
glimpse into the workings of a mind entire-
ly uninformed in science, untrained to ac-
curate observation, subjected to, the impres-
sions of the almost untravelled wilderness,
and taklng a hearty enJoyment therein, has
a charm and a novelty rare in these so-
phisticated days. The book is, in many
thmgs absurd; it is multitudinously erro-
neous; it is comlcal yet it is pathetically
-interesting. When we are done with it, we
‘feel an affection for the author, for we are
aware that, in communicating his observa-
tions to the public without a trace of vanity
or dogmatism, he has succeeded in giving us,
_all unconsciously, glimpses of a truly lov-
_able soul.

@reat Epochs in Art History. By James M.
Hoppin, lately Professor of Yale Univer-
sity. . Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co.
1901, Pp. 247. '

Professor Hoppin’s book is a collection
of essays divisible into four distinct
epochs of art history. Half the volume is
devoted to Italian religious painting; the

- significance;

tified, .
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-essays or chapters being arranged partly
with reference to geographical subdivision,
and partly by artistic subject. Thus, the

.chapter on the Franciscan Cycle is follow-

ed rather closely by one devoted to S.
Gimignano, and one on Prato, Pistoia, and
Arezzo. A very short division is devoted to
the sculptor Scopas; another, hardly longer,
to French Gothic architecture; and a dis-
cussion of English Pre-Raphaelites com-
pletes the volume.

The papers. are of the nature ot contem-
plative reéxamination of one’s own expe-
riences. During his twenty years’ incum-
bency of the professorship of art history
at New Haven, Professor Hoppin has seen
much fine art, and has meditated upon its
.and it may. not be incorrect
to characterize this book as a collection
of those thoughts which seemed to him the
most valuable, either separately or in their
combination. The essay-like character of

-the book is explained in this way, and its

lack of systematic treatment largely -jus-
1t is,: of course, better reading for
the majority of readers—that is to say, for
all those who have no immediate purpose in
their consideration .of art.problems—than
if the work were more scientifically con-
structed; and the thought evolved with more
complete and more visible precision. The
reader has, then, only this. to complain of,
that the very numerous. quotatién‘s from
modern authors with which the text is in-
terspersed, are not credited “to:their. au-
thors. It is really a vexation -when one
finds a sentence of value printed as a quo-
tation, to bave its ascription limited .to “a
contemporary,” or simply ‘“a writer.””
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