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gratifying state o£ affairs in the internal 
economy oJ the Association; the increase o£ 
membership during President Ely's admin­
istration being especially encouraging. For 
the ensuing year. Professor Seligman suc­
ceeds to the presidency, Professor Fetter 
becomes permanent instead of acting Secre­
tary, and Professor Hollander takes the 
chairmanship of the Publication Commit­
tee. 

A GLIMPSE OF CUBA. 

December, 1901. 
It is perhaps owing to our habit of look­

ing at the West Indies on. maps which cover 
a great area, that the visitor who travels 

- through the island, is surprised to find it so 
big. It is larger than Pennsylvania or 
Louisiana, almost as large as England, and 
much bigger than all the other West India 
islands put together. In so wide an area 
there are diversities of physical character 
and aspect so numerous that no tourist, 
unless he had spent many months in jour­
neying to and fro through the country—a 
slow process where railways are few and 
roads bad or wanting—could undertake to 
render a general account of it. But a few 
general impressions may be worth giving, 
so scanty is the knowledge which most of 
us have about the island whose fate now 
lies in the hands of Congress. 

Broadly speaking, it is a country pleas­
ing to the eye and often very pretty. It is 
verdant, being for the most part well wa­
tered; and though there are large tracts 
of nearly level ground, one is seldom out of 
sight of some hill sufBcient to relieve the-
monotony of a flat. Where there are pas­
tures, the grass is luxuriant. Where there 
are woods, the trees have the rich lux­
uriance of the tropics. Many bear clus­
tered flowers, others support climbing 
plants gay with brilliant blossoms. The 
most romantic regions are to be found in 
the southeast, where some of the mountains 
reach a height of eight thousand feet—a 
height all the more imposing because sev­
eral of the highest tops rise not far from 
the sea, and thus display the full s tate-
liness of their proportions. But, both'in the 
west end of the island and in other places 
here and there through it, there are fine 
groups of hills, whose boldness of line and 
profusion of wood make them beautiful ob­
jects. Some parts of the south coast, such 
as that which stretches east and west from 
the city of Santiago de Cuba, are specially 
charming, for here are bold cliffs and rock-
encircled bays, with forest slopes above. In 
other places the shore is bordered by a 
fringe of coral isles, usually called cays, 
all thickly wooded, through which the 
coasting steamers thread their way, happy 
in having no longer to fear the buccaneers, 
or, in later days, the coast pirates, who 
found in this maze of islets safe retreats 
whence they could issue to pounce upon a 
passing vessel. 

It is also a healthy country. The yellow 
fever which used to give it a bad name 
has now been discovered to be a preventi-
ble disease. Already the efforts of the 
American administration have, for the mo­
ment, practically stamped it out in Ha­
vana and Santiago; and there is reason to 
hope that it the measures now taken are 
rigorously maintained, this deliverance will 
be permanent. Malarial fevers occur in 
goi^e places, but are apparently less fre­

quent and formidable than on the Gulf coast 
of the United States and of Mexico. Now 
that they too have been ascertained to be 
mainly, it not wholly, due to infection 
through a mosquito, they too may be large­
ly averted. Almost everywhere one is struck 
by the freshness of the air, which is far 
more agreeable and invigorating than that 
of Florida or southern Alabama. One has 
a sense in the aspect of the sky and the 
feel of the breeze of being within reach of 
the sea; and there are indeed few parts 
of the island which are more than forty 
miles from salt water. Thus the heat, 
having regard to the latitude (for nearly 
the whole of Cuba lies south of the Tropic 
of Cancer), is moderate and bearable. Sun­
stroke is said to be extremely rare. 

Further, it is a naturally rich country. 
In the plains and undulating regions the 
soil is usually deep and fertile; and the 
rains of the hotter months (for there is no 
very great difference between the tempera­
tures of summer and winter) are sufficient to 
make artificial irrigation needless, except 
in comparatively few places. Nearly every 
tropical or sub-tropical crop can be grown 
in one district or another. There are im^ 
mense stretches of pasture-land, covered 
by luxuriant grass. There are vast forest 
tracts, chiefly on the mountains, some of 
which remain almost unexplored to this 
day, because the cost of transportation in 
regions ill supplied with roads or railways 
has made it not worth while to cut the 
wood. There are mines of iron, copper, 
and manganese, and there may well be 
other minerals also, for the resources of 
the island have been very imperfectly as­
certained. Few countries make upon the 
passing traveller a stronger impression of 
great natural wealth. 

But Cuba is an empty country. In its 
46,000 square miles there are only some 
1,600,000 inhabitants, against 6,000,000 In 
Pennsylvania. Porto Rico, with only 3,600 
square miles, is less than one-twelfth in 
size, but has about half as largeapopulation. 
One is everywhere struck by the fewness 
of the inhabitants. It is not only that vast 
tracts of mountain and forest remain in 
their primitive wildness. Even level and 
open regions, fit for village or pasture, are 
practically a solitude, with only a few 
negro huts here and there. One sees deep-
soiled plains without sugar-plantations, 
luxuriant meadows and grassy hillsides 
without cattle. This desolation is no doubt 
partly due to the too protracted insurrec­
tions, in which many plantations were laid 
waste, many sugar-factories destroyed, and 
nearly all the cattle slaughtered. But, even 
before war came in to devastate the land, 
the country must have had a population far 
beneath that which it could support. Agri­
culture and stock-keeping would alone, 
without counting mining or any kind of 
manufactures, provide employment and 
food for at least Ave millions of persons. 
There is only one considerable city, Ha­
vana; and only three or four others with 
populations exceeding thirty thousand, all 
of them on the coast. The interior has 
scarce anything to show but wretched vil­
lages composed of the huts of colored peo­
ple. 

How far this desolate condition of a land 
which nature has blessed is due to Spanish 
misgovernment, how far to the inferior 
quality of the inhabitants, it would need 
many pages to discuss. That there was 

.deplorable and long-continued misgovern­
ment, and that the present inhabitants are 
slack and backward, has been amply known 
to all the world. The presence of a large 
number of negroes, and the existence of 
slavery (though in no very harsh form) 
down to a recent date, account for a good 
deal of slackness in the people; and this 
fault was intensified by misgovernment, 
while it tended to perpetuate that mis­
government itself, for a more energetic 
race would not have so long borne with the 
corruption and maladministration of Span-
ish officials. At present one of the crying 
wants of the country is more labor and bet­
ter labor. The colored population seems to 
occupy a sort of middle place between the 
intelligent and industrious negroes of Ken­
tucky, Tennessee, and northern Alabama 
and the half-savage negroes of Hayti. They 
are not sunk deep in sloth and supersti­
tion, but they are not progressive; and if 
Cuba is to become prosperous, it will hard­
ly be through them. The hopes of the bet­
ter class of Cubans are chiefly fixed upon 
immigration from old Spain. This immi-
gration_,is now proceeding at a great pace, 
but, unfortunately, the immigrants, who are 
mostly thrifty and hardworking fellows. 
from the northern provinces of Spain, do not 
generally bring women with them, so it is 
feared that they will, through intermarriage 
with the blacks and halt-breeds they find 
in the island, decline in a generation or 
two nearer to the level of that Inferior ele­
ment. Besides, it is hard for any European 
race, even for a race frorn southern Eu-
,rope. to^retain its vigor of body and mind 
under a tropical climate. It will be inter­
esting to see what the results are; but those 
results can hardly be estimated before the 
end of the century on which we are now en­
tering. , 
" There is also another impression which 
the visitor receives and by which he is 
startled: Cuba is not a good country for 
insurrections. Except in the east, in parts 
of the southern coast, and in a few districts 
of the west, the country is generally pretty 
open and level and comparatively easy for 
the movement of regular troops, and com­
paratively imfavorable to insurgent bands. 
It is true that the source and the strength 
of the rebels lay in the mountainous and 
forest-clad east, where the negro popula­
tion is largest. (The bands were chiefly 
composed of negroes, though many of the 
leaders were whites or mulattoes.) But in 
the last rebellion the rebel bands ^ were 
practically in command of the level and un­
dulating parts of the interior to the 'south 
and southeast of Havana and Mafanzas, 
though it ought to have been easy for the 
Spaniards to hold these districts. The 
Spanish Government had a vastly prepon­
derating, force, exceeding (as one is told) 
200,000 men, while the strength of the in­
surgent bands, who were, moreover, armed 
with inferior weapons, seems never to have 
reached 30,000 at any one time. Besides, 
the Spaniards had complete command of 
the sea—an enormous advantage in a coun­
try with bad roads, and most of which lies 

within thirty or forty miles of the coast. 
These facts make it all the more extraordi­
nary that the two great Insurrections 
should not each of them have been quelled 
within a few months, or at any rate driven 
into the less accessible parts of the Island. 
People in Cuba explain the phenomenon by 
saying that the Spanish officers, or at any 
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r a t e some i m p o r t a n t p e r s o n s among them, 
did riot r e a l l y wish to s t a m p out the in ­
s u r r e c t i o n , whose c o n t i n u a n c e gave t h e m 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s of e n r i c h i n g t hemse lve s 
t h r o u g h e x t r a p a y and t h r o u g h c o n t r a c t s 
for m i l i t a r y s t o r e s and s u p p l i e s of va r ious 
k inds . I t t h i s b e t r u e , t h e s e OfBcers over -

. p layed t h e i r game w i t h a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
wan t of fores igh t , for a n y one migh t have 
p red ic t ed from t h e beg inn ing of 1897, if no t 
e a r l i e r , t h a t foreign i n t e r v e n t i o n was a p ­
p r o a c h i n g . I t i s , a t a n y r a t e , c lear , t h a t , if 
t h e Span i sh officials r e a l l y wished to s u p -

• p r e s s t h e i n s u r r e c t i o n , t h e r e m u s t have 
been e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n c a p a c i t y and probab ly 
a g r e a t dea l of c o r r u p t i o n a m o n g them, 

• for t he b a l a n c e of m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h was a l ­
t o g e t h e r in t h e i r favor, and a la rge p a r t 
of t h e p o p u l a t i o n w a s a l w a y s on the i r s ide. 

D u r i n g t h e l a s t few m o n t h s C u b a - ^ t h a t 
is to say , t h e i n t e l l i g e n t p a r t of t h e Cuban 
popu la t ion , and espec ia l ly t h o s e who have 
s o m e t h i n g t o lose or t o ga in—has been ag i ­
t a t e d by two q u e s t i o n s : t h e promised de­
p a r t u r e of t h e Amer i can a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and 
t h e p r o m i s e d a r r i v a l of Sir W i l l i a m Van 
H o m e , t h e C a n a d i a n r a i l w a y m a g n a t e , who 
h a s u n d e r t a k e n a l a rge s cheme for the con­
s t r u c t i o n of a t r u n k l ine t h r o u g h the e a s t 
and e a s t - c e n t r a l p a r t s of t h e is land. These 
two e v e n t s a r e i n t i m a t e l y connected , ' for 
wi th t h e w i t h d r a w a l of Amer i can admin i s ­
t r a t i o n a new c h a p t e r in Cuban h i s to ry wil l 
open, a n d no one knows w h a t s o r t of gov­
e r n m e n t wi l l be c r e a t e d , w h a t s o r t of o r ­
der wi l l be k e p t , w h a t s o r t of fac i l i t ies for 
a g r i c u l t u r a l and c o m m e r c i a l deve lopmen t 
wil l be provided . Ye t i t is l a rge ly upon 
t h e s e t h i n g s t h a t t h e success of r a i l w a y 
s c h e m e s m u s t depend. W h a t e v e r opin ions 
a n y one m a y hold a s to t h e need for A m e r ­
ican i n t e r v e n t i o n in 1898, o r a s to the po l ­
icy which Congres s and t h e Execu t ive have 
followed s ince t hen , t h e r e o u g h t no t to be 
a n y difference of op in ion a s t o t h e a d m i r a ­
ble s p i r i t in which Gen. Wood and his p r i n ­
c ipa l s u b o r d i n a t e s have d i scha rged t h e i r 
difficult t a s k , or a s t o t h e s u b s t a n t i a l va lue 
of t h e w o r k t h e y have done for Cuba. But 
t h e s e t o p i c s a r e too l a r g e to be en t e r ed 
on a t t h e end of a l e t t e r . 

Correspondence. 
CANADA AND ALASKA. 

iK 
To.THE E D I T O R O P T H E N A T I O N : 

S I R : Y o u r c o r r e s p o n d e n t , T. W... Ba lch , 
s t a t e s t h a t t h e r e is n o t h i n g to a r b i t r a t e 
in t h e . d i s p u t e b e t w e e n C a n a d a and t h e 

. Un i t ed S t a t e s over t h e b o u n d a r y be tween 
Alaska and our n o r t h w e s t t e r r i t o r i e s . W h e ­
t h e r th i s is so may be lea rned from the 
n o t e s exchanged b e t w e e n t h e Uni ted K i n g ­
dom and t h e Uni ted S t a t e s u p o n t h e s u b ­
j e c t u p t o and inc lud ing t h o s e of October 
20, 1899, fixing a p rov i s iona l • boundary . 
H e r e i t wi l l be found t h a t t h e p rob lem 
a t issue involves the in t e rp re t a t i on of a 
t r e a t y m a d e b e t w e e n E n g l a n d and R u s s i a 
in 1825, w h o s e t e r m s a r e a m b i g u o u s , r e ­
qui r ing for t h e i r t r u e c o n s t r u c t i o n a consid­
e r a t i o n of t h e s t a t e of g e o g r a p h i c a l know­
ledge a t t h e t i m e t h e d o c u m e n t w a s s ign­
ed, a re fe rence t o t h e co r r e spondence wh ich 
led up t o It, a n d t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of w e l l -
k n o w n p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 

Art ic le ill, of the t r e a t y provided that , 
f rom a ce r t a in poin t a t 56 degrees n o r t h 

l a t i tude , " t h e line of d e m a r c a t i o n sha l l fol­
low the c re s t of the m o u n t a i n s s i t u a t e d 
pa r a l l e l to the coas t , a s far a s i t s po in t of 
in t e r sec t i on wi th ' t h e 141st deg ree of w e s t 
l ong i tude . " The whole r eg ion is h igh ly 
m o u n t a i n o u s , and the ques t ion a r i s e s , w h a t 
a r e t h e m o u n t a i n s whose c r e s t i s t o be 
followed? 

Art ic le iv., sect ion 2, prov ides t h a t 
w h e r e the c res t of the m o u n t a i n s Is m o r e 
t h a n t en mi les from t h e shore , t h e l ine 
sha l l be d rawn p a r a l l e l t o t h e s inuos i t i e s 
of t he coas t , bu t neve r to be m o r e t h a n 
t en mar ine l eagues from It. Upon t h i s 
ground t h e Uni ted S t a t e s r a i s e s t h e con­
t en t ion t h a t t he bounda ry i s i n t ended t o be 
t h r o u g h o u t no t less t h a n t h i r t y m i l e s f rom 
the ocean, w h e r e a s t h e l a n g u a g e of t h e 
document is " n o t m o r e t h a n . " 

F u r t h e r , t h e ques t ion a r i s e s , w h a t i s t h e 
" c o a s t " spoken of? In t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s 
which preceded t h e t r e a t y of 1825, t h e R u s ­
s ian p l e n i p o t e n t i a r i e s d i s t i ngu i shed b e ­
tween t h e " c o a s t " of the m a i n ocean and 
t h e shores of inlets . Canada t a k e s her 
s t and upon the sense in which t h e t e r m 
was used by those who drew u p t h e t r e a t y . 
Is t h a t pos i t ion so c lea r ly w r o n g t h a t i t is 
not even open to a r g u m e n t ? 

Your co r r e sponden t s a y s : " T h e ev idence 
in the case is a l l in favor of t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s , and shows t h a t t h e y a r e en t i t l ed , 
by long, u n i n t e r r u p t e d occupancy and o t h e r 
r i gh t s , to an u n b r o k e n s t r i p of t e r r i t o r y 
on t h e ma in l and from Mount St. E l l a s 
down to the P o r t l a n d C a n a l . " Why , t hen , 
is the United States unwil l ing to submi t 
its c la ims to an impar t i a l t r i b u n a l ? 

Canada sought t o have th i s f ront ier a sce r ­
ta ined in 1872, shor t ly af te r t he p u r c h a s e 
of Alaska by the Uni ted S ta te s , bu t wi thou t 
success, a l though Hami l ton F i sh , t h e Sec re ­
t a r y of Sta te , was favorable . In 1892 an in­
te rna t iona l survey commission was appoin t ­
ed to ascer ta in facts and data , and the com­
mission made a jo in t r epor t on December 
31, 1895, accompanied wi th e l abora te maps 
and photographic views. Up to th i s t ime 
Vancouver 's maps, made in 1792, were the 
s tandard and only original au tho r i t y , excep t 
t h a t t h e shores of the L y n n Cana l had been 
surveyed in 1881. In 1898-99 the Br i t i sh de l ­
egates to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission, in­
cluding Lord Hersche l l , offered ce r t a in t e r m s 
to the Uni ted S t a t e s , and, in t h e even t of 
these not being acceptable , t hey expressed 
the i r wil l ingness to refer t h e whole quest ion 
to a rb i t ra t ion on the l ines of the Venezuela 
boundary t r ea ty . T h a t t r e a t y provided t h a t 
adverse holding for fifty yea r s ' should m a k e 
a good. t i t le , and also t h a t such effect should 
be given to occupation for less than fifty 
years as reason, just ice , t h e pr inc ip les of 
in te rna t iona l law, and t h e equi t i es of the 
case required. The Uni ted S t a t e s Commis­
sioners refused both offers, mak ing , howev­
er, a counter-proposal t h a t , in the even t of 
t h e i r consenting to a rb i t r a t i on , i t should be 
provided beforehand t h a t t h e s e t t l e m e n t s on 
t idewater made on the a u t h o r i t y of t h e 
United States should cont inue to be A m e r i ­
can te r r i to ry , even though t h e y m i g h t prove 
to be on the Br i t i sh side of the line. I n 
o the r words, they demanded t h a t Canada 
should yield her . r igh t s as a p r e l i m i n a r y con­
dition to having those r igh ts de te rmined . 

The c la ims pu t forward by Canada a r e 
made in good faith, and based upon g rounds 
which,. if disputable, a re none the less solid. 
The Issue is precisely of the kind to which 

a rb i t r a t i on Is sui table: Ye t the Uhl ted 
Sta tes , which Insis ted upon a rb i t r a t ion in 
t h e Venezuela boundary difficulty, refuses i t 
here , ac t s as judge and advoca te in i t s own 
cause, and decides t h a t t h e r e Is " n o t h i n g to 
a r b i t r a t e . " R. W. S H A N N O N . 

OTTAWAJ CAKAHA, .January 1.1, 14)02. 

S T E R N E ' S I N F L U E N C E I N I*RANCE. 

T o THE E D I T O R O P T H E N A T I O N : 

S I R : In reviewing las t week ( J anua ry 9) 
the December m e e t i n g of the Modern Lan ­
guage Assoc ia t ion , "N . M." s a y s : " P r o ­
fessor Baldwin showed t h a t t h e influence 
of S t e rne ' s w o r k s upon F r e n c h l i t e r a t u r e 
had been much u n d e r e s t i m a t e d . " This con­
clusion would h a r d l y be poss ib le , In view 
of the s tud i e s of M. Tex te . At any r a t e , 
m y po in t was , t h a t t h e influence of S t e rne 
in F r a n c e , be ing the influence a l m o s t ex­
clusively of ' T r i s t r a m Shandy, ' and lead­
ing only to a c e r t a i n k ind of imi t a t ion , 
could h a r d l y be cal led l i t e r a r y . Of S t e r n e ' s 
b e s t a r t , t h e ' S e n t i m e n t a l Jou rney , ' t h e 
only d i rec t l i t e r a r y influence known to me, 
in sp i t e of the m a n y F r e n c h t r a n s l a t i o n s , 
is t he 'Voyage au tour de m a Chambre ' of 
Xav ie r de Mais t r e . I n s t e a d of " u n d e r e s ­
t imated , " therefore , t h e word should be 
misinterpreted. I sha l l be obl iged by th i s 
cor rec t ion—the m o r e , if i t lead to any sug­
ges t ion of f u r t he r evidence for or a g a i n s t 
my a c t u a l conclus ion . 

C H A R L E S S E A R S B A L D ' W I N . 

YALE UNIVERSITY, .January 11, 1902, 

• J^otes. 
Mr. Cla rke Conwell , T h e E l s t o n P r e s s , 

P e l h a m Road, New Roche l le , N. Y., wil l 
pub l i sh d i r ec t ly 'The A r t and Craft of 
P r i n t i n g , ' by W i l l i a m Morr i s , be ing a com­
p le te r ecord o£ Mor r i s ' s speeches and w r i t ­
ings on t h i s t h e m e and h i s work a t the 
Ke lmsco t t P r e s s , w i th r e p r o d u c t i o n s of 
m a n y o r n a m e n t s and s a m p l e pages . Mr. 
Conwell a l so a n n o u n c e s a s in p re s s Mor­
r i s ' s 'Some N o t e s on E a r l y Woodcu t 
Books . ' 

A s tudy of R o b e s p i e r r e , by H i l a i r e Bel -
loc; 'The A p o s t l e s ' Creed : I t s Origin, i t s 
P u r p o s e , and i t s H i s t o r i c a l I n t e r p r e t a ­
t ion , ' by Dr. A r t h u r C. McGiffert; and 
'Through Science to F a i t h , ' by Dr. Newman 
Smyth , a r e fo r thcoming from Char les Scr lb-
n e r ' s Sons. 

D. Appleton & Co. open, th i s month, t he i r 
"Wor ld Se r i e s" wi th 'Br i ta in and the Br i t i sh 
Seas, ' by H. J . Mackinder ; and will also have 
r eady 'F inancia l Cr ises and Per iods of In ­
dus t r i a l and Commerc ia l Depression, ' by 
Theodore E. Bur ton . 

'The Li te o£ a C e n t u r y ; 1800 to 1900,' by 
Edwin Hodder (London: N e w n e s ; New 
York : Char le s So r ibne r ' s Sons ) , is a popu­
la r compi la t ion , occupied m a i n l y wi th the 
h i s to ry and deve lopmen t of t h e Br i t i sh E m ­
pire du r ing the per iod which it covers . I t s 
record of mechan ica l p r o g r e s s t a k e s a wider 
r a n g e , inc lud ing even a n accoun t o£ t h e 
s tee l s k y s c r a p e r s of New York . The book 
m a k e s no p r e t e n s i o n to phi losophica l or 
l i t e r a r y va lue , bu t it is l ike ly to answer 
well enough i t s pu rpose of supp ly ing " a 
r e a d a b l e n a r r a t i v e , " and it is, in the main , 
a c c u r a t e , t h o u g h no t qu i t e free from pol i t i ­
cal p a r t i s a n s h i p . I t c o n t a i n s over five h u n ­
dred i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 'Reference Collection 
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