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pears with miraculous ships to convey the
gods and goddesses back to their earl;er
home and their immortality. They forget their
newly acquired philesophy, and, with Olym-
pian jubilation, prepare to embark. - Just
as they go off, it Is discovéred that. Hermes
has given away, to a mortal maid, the opa.l-
like Jewel the begetter of “wistful cheet-
iness.” But Pallas assures them: “It is of
no moment. It would be an mconspicuous
ornament in that blaze of the heart’s beau-
ty to whlch the white ships are about to
carry us.”

It will be seen that, while the conception
of the work is light and fantastlcal it is
not devoid of serious criticism of life. Tt

contains, of course, nothing conclusive, but’

it will furnish reading stimulating as well
as pleasant to one wth a taste for the
peculiar genre.

Old-Time Gardens, Newly Set Forth. By
Alice Morse Earle. A Book of the Sweet
o' the Year. Pp. xviii, 489. 204 illustra-
tions. The Macmillan Co. 1901.

What a pleasant surprise to some people
must be this book about ‘Old-Time Gar-
dens.” Many had expected to find in it a
superabundance of sentiment falling into
sentimentality. Some had looked for a
book made, as it were, to order and with
an evident effort; some for little real know-
ledge and the lack of it none too well con-
cealed. A half hour’s reading is enough
to convince the most skeptical that it has
none of these failings. Sentiment it has,
to be sure, but this is kept well within
bounds, as if there were somewhere in the
author’s mind a sense of humor sure to give
warning before the brink of sentimentality
was reached. Knowledge there is, and of
a very real kind—knowledge that has been
many years agrowing, consciously and un-
consciously. And as for the book’s being
made to order, it comes straight from the
heart, and from a kindly heart at that. Mrs.
Earle had the good fortune as a child to
pass her summers in an old-time garden.
There she laid in great store of knowledge
of the ways of children among flowers, a
store that she is mow able to draw. upon
at will and in most delightful fashion, so
that one of her best chapters is about child-
hood in a garden. Her forebears, too, for
generations, seem to have been garden-
lovers, so that her sympathy with growing
things may well be an inherited trait. Her
love of gardens and i:he_interqst ih colo-
nial life and manners which her earlier
books have manifested, are in this one
most fortunately joined, so that she has
here given us a fund of information about
the old-time American garden and the
things that grew in 1t the 11ke of which
cannot be found elsewhere.

The real colonial garden that has been
well maintained, and has come down to us
without change from the days. before the
Revolution, is a hard thing to find. A few
exist, but for the most part our old gar-
dens, notably those of the South, have
been permitted to fall into decay and have
lost their former charm of primness. Oth-
ers have been so changed by ‘‘landscape
artists,” ignorant of the laws that gov-
erned their planning and out of sympathy
with their well-ordered teticence, that their
original form may hardly be discovered. Of
such as are left in a condition reminiscent
of their best time, Mrs. Earle has suc-

ceeded in finding the best. Photographs
and descriptions of them she gives us; but

‘the thing that lent them their distinctive

character—their plan—is missing. Sketches
of such plans, even though small and rough,
would have made all clearer than many
words Here and there however, the plan
is so cIearIy deﬁned by neatly trimmed box-
edging that the photograph serves in place
of a plan.

But it is not on the side of garden de-

gign that Mrs. Earle shows her strength
and knowledge.' They appear when she
speaks of flowers. With them she is at
home, and about them she discourses in a
pleasant way that puts the reader on good
terms with himself. With flowers old and
new the book is chleﬂy concerned, and some
of its most entertaining parts deal w1th
the introduction of our garden favorites
into this country. What flowers the Dutch
brought with them, what the Swedes, and
what the Pilgrim Fathers—such things are
curiously sought out from ancient sources
and here set down with minuteness and
fidelity. To convey an idea of the exact
scope of the book is not easy, but some

nction of its varied contents may be had

from the fact that its twenty-two ch_ap-
ters cover subjects as widely separated as

front door-yards, the gardens of the poets,’

sun-dials, and the herb garden.

Country Life and House and Garden have
set such a high standard in the reproduec-
ticn of garden photographs that it is much
to be regretted -that .the publishers have
nct. treated the book as well as it deserved
in this paf'ticular. The photographs, as-
sembled, doubtless, with great care and
difficulty, have been turned into half-tones
of doubtful quality, and printed in a fashion
that would do no credit to a first-class news-
paper. Wlth few exceptlons they are gray
and often vague or lacking in detail—not
in the purposeful way in which the skil-
ful photogrhpher gives v:';gueness,
in the way that carelessness in the press-
room and unsuitability in the paper give
it. .

The Welsh Wars of. Edward I.: A Contribu-

tion to Mediseval Military History, Based

on Original Documents. By John E. Mor-
ris, M.A. -Oxford: Clarendon Press; New
York: Henry Frowde. 1901.

The Welsh campaigns of Edward I. are
described by Mr. Morris in great fulness of
detail, but also in such a manner as gives

-them general significance for the medizval-
ist.

In other words, this book is more than
a narrative of fighting in the Welsh
marches; it is an essay on certain impor-
tant aspects of warfare during the Middle
Ages. Furthermore, it is closely related to
the Constitutional history of England. The

time was one when the paid soldier was

taking the place of the simple feudatory,
and when the money which military opera-
tions demanded under this new condition
could be secured only .by a confirmation
of the charters. Moreover, the sovereign

was the “greatest of the Plantagenets,” the'

chief Constitutional king of that wonderful
age, the thirteenth century. -Considering
space alone, Mr. Morris keeps the local or
topographical element prominent, but he
does so merely; for the sake of thorough-

ness, that he may by precise demonstration
establish ‘certain views concerning military.
) operations and the interlacing of Constitu-

but’

tional development with the development of
war.

In different ways this exhaustive study
recalls the writings of Round, Clark, and
Oman, beside the best of which it is ‘en-
titled by its quality to stand. For its data
it relies largely upon the Exchequer ac-
counts now preserved in the Record Office,
although it draws much from the pipe; the
patent, and the close rolls. Compared with
the definite statements of such sources, the
accounts given by even the  best of the
chroniclers like Hemingburgh, Trivet, and
Wykes of Osney seem vague and misleading,
but occasionally they yield a valuable pas-
sage, as, for instance, the description by
Trivet of Warwick’s victory over the Welsh
near Conway in 1295. Mr. Morris has taken
infinite pains with his preparation, and his
results are so clearly stated that none of
his labor seems wasted.

The groundwork is furnished in large part
by a statistical analysis of the Edwardian
army. Every one knows how misleading
medizval statements are regarding num-
bers, when once the modest limit of three
figures is passed. Unfortunately, it is not
possible to discover, however diligent re-
search may be, what the forces actually
were in every case, or how they were equip-
ped, or in what order they fought, but the
pay-rolls furnish accurate figures, so far as
they go, and much may be gleaned from
material contained in the ‘Parliamentary
Writs.” Thus a basis of inference is ®s-
tablished, and important conclusions, both
negative and positive, may be drawn. One
of them is that the normal strength of an

"Edwardian force towards the close of the

reign is about 2,000 horse and 10,000 foot;
another, that “the legend of the 40,000 horse
and 60,000 foot of Bannockburn is the mer-
est poetlc ﬁgment i

Mr. Morris is particularly interested in
the history of the long-bow. How had the
English archers been trained who riddled
and turned the ranks of the French chival-
ry at Crécy and Poitiers? The usual an-
swer to such a question points in the direc-
tion of the Scottish wars, and fixes chiefly
upon the battle of Falkirk. Mr. Morris
carries the evolution back one stage and
connects it with the:Welsh wars. “It is
clear that the earliest foot, partly spear-
men, partly bow-armed, were drawn alike
from the Welsh ‘friendlies’ of marcher lord-
ships and from the border counties between
Lancashire and Gloucestershire, while the
men of nearly all the other Englizh coun-
ties had yet to be trained in the Scottish
wars.” Another matter which Mr. Morris
keeps well in view is the intermingling of
bowmen with cavalry and the gradual
emergence of an infantry force:r Edward’s
systematic methods . also anticipated the
transformation of war from the feudal to
the modern type. )

These campaigns must, perforce, be re-
garded from. the English standpoint, be-
cause little information concerning the
equipment and projects of the Welsh can
be secured. ‘“We know hardly anything
of Llewelyn’s men. Their tactics were of
the guerrilla type. They avoided pitched
battles, sought covér in the forests and
mountains, and loved to pounce upon con-
voys. They were very active and difficult
to reach. Their chief weapon was a long
spear, and one doubts if-the Welsh of the
north ever practised archery.” They fought
stubbornly, but, after they were once beat-
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‘en, the marches became an excellent re-

cruiting ground for the. English kings. The
Welsh entered into the Hundréd Years’ War
with the same eagerness which the Scol-
tish clansmén showed in the Seven Years’
War. Despite the late‘r' rising under
Glyndwr, large numbers of men from the
west side of the marches were serving
against the French in the fourteenth cen-

Apart from hls account of the campaigns
themselves, Mr. Morris discusses the rela-
tions of England ‘'and Wales during the

-Norman period the organization of the JEd-

wardian army, the custom of the march,
and events leading from the Welsh wars.
Altogether, this is a work of solid scholar-
ship and lasting-value,
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