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an extenslve series of buildings, which fire
and the growth of the city have long since
swept away. Dr. Sheppard’s industrious re-
searches have enabled him to reconstruct
in description the Whitehall of a former
time, and to exhibit the palace as the the-
atre of some of the most interestin}g events
in English history.

The palace of Whitehall was for many
years the London residence of the Arch-
bishops of York, being known in conse-
quence as York House or York Place. Un-
der Cardinal Wolsey, who probably built or
rebuilt consuierable port¥ons of it, it be-
came distinguished “by a sumptuous mag-
nificence that probably has never been
equalled in the house of any other English
subject, or surpassed in the palaces of
many of its kings.”” Wolsey was the last
archbishop to occupy the palace, and on his
fall in 1529 it was taken over by the King,
being treated by Henry VIII. as though
it were a part of the Cardinal’s private es-
tate, although it was in fact a part of the
patrimony of the see. In 1536 it was an-
nexed to the ancient palace of Westminster.
Henry VIII. took up his residence at White-
hall, and the palace continued to be the
London residence of the sovereigns until
the disastrous fire of 1698.

Under Henry VIIL. the buildings were ex-
tended and improved, and the landed area
considerably added to. By the time of
James I., however, the palace was in a di-
lapidated condition, and the King contem-
plated its restoration and enlargement on
a magnificent scale, but, with the exception
of the Banqueting Hall, the elaborate plans
of Inigo Jones were mnever carried out.
Charles I. also contemplated reconstruec-
tion, and employed Rubens to paint the
ceiling of the Banqueting Hall, but the un-
fortunate monarch accomplished 1little in
the way of building. The palace had grown
to immense size by the reign of Charles II.
James II. made further additions and al-
terations, and William III. seriously con-

sidered rebuilding after the designs of
Inigo Jones; but the destruction of nearly
the entire collection of buildings, except
the Banqueting Hall, by fire in 1698 put an
end, not only to these plams, but to the

further use of Whitehall as a royal resi-

dence. On the accession of George L the
Banqueting Hall was converted
chapel royal, and was so used, save in the

_years 1829-37, until 1891, when it was lent

by Queen Victoria to the United Service

Institution. .
Whiteball w1ll always be most commonly

associated with the execution of Charles 1.,

and Dr. Sheppard devotes much attention to.

the difficult questions of the location of
the scaffold and the determination of the
window through which the King passed to
his death. The palace was also, however,
the home of Cromwell during most ot the
period of the Protectorate, and it was there
that Cromwell died. Charles II received
the Lords and Commons there on his re-
storation, in 1660, and it was there that the
same Lords apd Commons met in 1688 “to
settle the Prince of Orange upon the
throne.”” William, howéver, disliked the
palace as a residence, being always ill

there, and in consequence Whitehall vir-

tually ceased to be a royal residence after
the abdication of James IIL

The wealth of detailed information con-
tained in Dr. Sheppard’s book is, on the
whole, well arranged and fairly digested,
though at times the work savors too much
of a compilation. The numerous full-page
illustrations add greatly to its value. There
is a careful index.
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