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an ex tens ive s e r i e s of bui ld ings , which Are 
and t h e g r o w t h of t h e c i ty h a v e long since 
swep t away. Dr. Sheppa rd ' s i ndus t r i ous r e ­
s e a r c h e s have enab led him to r e c o n s t r u c t 
in desc r ip t ion the W h i t e h a l l of a former 
t ime , and to exh ib i t the pa l ace as t h e t h e ­
a t r e of some of t h e mos t i n t e r e s t i n g even t s 
in Eng l i sh h i s t o ry . 

T h e pa l ace of W h i t e h a l l was for many 
y e a r s t h e London res idence of t h e Arch­
b i shops of York , be ing known in conse ­
quence a s York H o u s e or York P lace . Un­
de r Card ina l Wolsey , w h o ' p r o b a b l y bu i l t or 
r e b u i l t cons ide rab le port?o'ns of i t , it be­
came d i s t ingu i shed " b y a s u m p t u o u s m a g ­
nificence t h a t p r o b a b l y h a s never been 
equal led in t h e house of a n y o the r Eng l i sh 
subject , o r s u r p a s s e d in t h e pa laces of 
m a n y of I t s k i n g s . " W o l s e y was t h e l a s t 
a r chb i shop to occupy the pa lace , and on his 
fal l in 1529 i t w a s t a k e n over by t h e King , 
be ing t r e a t e d by H e n r y VHI . a s though 
i t were a p a r t of t h e C a r d i n a l ' s p r i v a t e e s ­
t a t e , a l t h o u g h it was in fact a p a r t of t h e 
p a t r i m o n y of t h e see . In 1536 i t was a n ­
nexed to t h e a n c i e n t pa l ace of W e s t m i n s t e r . 
H e n r y VIII . t o o k u p h i s r e s idence a t W h i t e ­
ha l l , and t h e pa l ace con t inued to be the 
London r e s idence of t h e sovere igns un t i l 
t h e d i s a s t r o u s fire of 1698. 

Under H e n r y VIII . t h e bu i ld ings were ex­
tended and improved, and t h e landed a rea 
cons ide rab ly added to. By t h e t ime of 
J a m e s I., however , the p a l a c e . w a s in a di­
l ap ida ted condi t ion , and t h e K i n g con tem­
pla ted i t s r e s t o r a t i o n and e n l a r g e m e n t on 
a magnificent sca le , bu t , wi th the except ion 
of the B a n q u e t i n g Ha l l , t he e l a b o r a t e p l a n s 
of In igo J o n e s were never ca r r i ed out . 
Char le s I. a l so c o n t e m p l a t e d r e c o n s t r u c ­
t ion, and employed R u b e n s t o p a i n t t h e 
cei l ing of the B a n q u e t i n g H a l l , bu t t h e un ­
f o r t u n a t e m o n a r c h accompl i shed l i t t l e in 
the way of bui ld ing. The pa l ace had grown 
to immense s ize by t h e r e ign of C h a r l e s II . 
J a m e s 11. m a d e fu r the r add i t ions and a l ­
t e r a t i o n s , and W i l l i a m I I I . se r ious ly con­

s idered r ebu i ld ing af te r t h e des igns of 
Inigo J o n e s ; bu t t h e des t ruc t ion of nea r ly 
t h e e n t i r e col lect ion of bui ldings , except 
t h e Banque t ing Hal l , by fire in 1698 put an 
end, no t only to these p lans , bu t to t h e 
fu r t he r use of W h i t e h a l l a s a roya l r e s i ­
dence . On the accession of George I, t h e 
Banque t ing Ha l l was conver ted in to a 
chape l royal , and was so used, save in t h e 
y e a r s 1829-37, un t i l 1891, when i t was l en t 
by Queen Vic tor ia to the Uni t ed Service 
I n s t i t u t i o n . . -

W h i t e h a l l will a lways be mos t commonly 
a s soc ia t ed w i th the execut ion of Char les I., 
and Dr. Sheppard devotes much a t t e n t i o n to 
t h e difficult ques t ions of the locat ion of 
t h e scaffold and t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n of t h e 
window th rough which the King passed to 
h i s dea th . T h e p a l a c e was a l so , however , 
t h e home of Cromwell dur ing mos t o l . t h e 
pe r iod of t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e , and i t was t h e r e 
t h a t Cromwell died. Char les 11. received 
t h e L o r d s and Commons t h e r e on his r e ­
s to ra t ion , in 1660, and i t was t h e r e t h a t t h e 
s a m e L o r d s and Commons m e t in 1688 " t o 
s e t t l e t h e P r ince of Orange upon t h e 
t h r o n e . " Wi l l i am, however , d is l iked t h e 
pa l ace a s a res idence , be ing a lways ill 
t h e r e , and in consequence W h i t e h a l l v i r - ' 
t ua l ly ceased to be a royal res idence after 
t h e abd ica t ion of J a m e s I I . 

The w e a l t h of deta i led informat ion con­
t a i n e d in Dr. Sheppard ' s book is , on t h e 
whole , wel l a r r a n g e d and fair ly digested, 
t h o u g h a t t imes t h e work s avo r s t oo much 
of a compi la t ion . The n u m e r o u s ful l -page 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s add g r e a t l y to i t s va lue . T h e r e 
is a careful Index. 
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