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t h a t , in some f a r - d i s t a n t age , men m a y 
s e a r c h in the mounds t h a t wi l l m a r k t h e 
s i t e of J o h a n n e s b u r g for ev idence of the 
or ig in and h i s t o r y of t h e m i n e r s and bui ld­
e r s of t h e n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry . 

The Life of John William WaUhe, F.8.A. 
Edited, wi th an in t roduct ion , by Mont­
gomery Carmichae l . E . P . Du t ton & Co. 

• 1902. 

The unin i t ia ted r eade r wil l find reason 
for doubts as t o the n a t u r e of t h e l i t e ra ry 
produc t which confronts h im here . The 
opening chapters a re so full of rea l i s t i c de­
tai l t ha t the e labora te a p p a r a t u s of t h e 
In t roduc t ion seems not needed to suppor t 
t h e p r e t ence , o r confirm t h e Impress ion , of 
biographic verac i ty . Those which fol lov 
in t roduce a l iberal e lement of romance ; but . 
before the middle of the booii is reached, 
edification and ins t ruc t ion abound In m e a ­
su re suited only to a t rac t . The sensi t ive 
child of a stupid and b ru t a l father , after, 
woful experience a t home, in a Dothe-
boys Hal l , and In a count ing-house , flees 
a t e ighteen to I t a ly , where h e fal ls a t once 
in to the a r m s of a phenomenal Engl ish 
scholar. Thencefor th all is ro sea t e , except 
for the hero ' s se l f -macera t ions , men ta l and 
physical . The blessing of H e a v e n and of 
the Church r e s t s upon a land of grateful 
peasan t s , beneficent landlords, pure and 
t e n d e r - h e a r t e d pr ies ts , and confessors so 
wiso and d i s in te res ted t h a t they find no 
vocat ion to holy orders in t h s mos t gifted 
and wea l thy laymen. 

In t h i s idyl l ic scene c a r n a l i t i e s a r e m e r e ­
ly t h e background , and e x t e r n a l even t s 
have l i t t le p lace; we a re invi ted to con tem­
p l a t e t h e g r o w t h of t h e he ro ' s c h a r a c t s r 
and his exemplary habi t s as a s tudent . "Ills 
own in t ima te life was t h a t of a holy pe r ­
son of the Middle Ages in word, thought , 
and deed"; in l a t e r yea r s he " w a s subject 
to ecstasies or r a p t s . " Yet h is super ior 
intel lect was s ingu la r ly well furnished and 
sys temat i ca l ly exercised. Hera ld ry , which 
seems here to be a pecul iar ly Catholic 
science, had done a good deal for him in 
you th ; and Lat in , which was h i s delight as 
a boy, is, • of course, t he only adequate 
tongue al ike for s tudy and for devotion. 
"Logic and scholast ic phi losophy kept h im 
sane in h i s v i ews . " The Church, be i t r e ­
membered , h a s t h e only a c c u r a t e logic and 
al l t he methodized knowledge t h a t is of 
any value; a s for the world wi thou t . It l ies 
in felly no less t h a n in wickedness . The 
" l i t e r a r y and scientific m e n " of England are 
a surpr i s ing ly ignoran t s e t : " t he wises t of 
t h e m did not know the difference be tween a 
monk and a f r ia r , or a m a r t y r and a con­
fessor, or an amice and an a m e s s , " e tc . 
(see pp . 221-2).-

As all th is falls na tu ra l ly under the head­
ing, " I m p o r t a n t if T r u e , " it is a s well to 

know tha t ' John Wi l l i am W a l s h e , F.S.A., 
who "was well known to scholars a s ' p e r ­
haps the g rea tes t l iving au thor i ty on m a t ­
t e r s F r anc i s can , " and who "died on the 2d 
July , 1900, aged s ix ty - th ree , a t Asslsi , in 

*Umbr l a , " i s bu t t h e p roduc t of Mr. C a r -
michael ' s busy brain . To wha t ex ten t h is 
au tho r shared the views of th i s alleged ma-
moir , supposed to be wr i t t en by the sub­
j e c t ' s son, since a l so deceased—views for 
which he twice humorous ly in no tes evades 
respons ib i l i ty—or w h e t h e r he is t h roughou t 
smi l i ng over t h e mystif icat ion, i t were con­
s ider ing too cur ious ly- to inquire . In" e i the r 
case he, a s l i t e ra ry executor of his ' myth ica l 
friend, has yet to publish the th i r ty- four 
v o l r m e s of Notes on Franciscan and 'other 
topics , w i th numerous o ther MSS., and (af­
t e r t w e n t y y e a r s ) , t h e " R e c o l l e c t i o n s " and 
Diary on which t h e present s k e t c h ' i s based. 

Antarctica. By Edwin Swift Balch. P h i l a ­
de lph i a : P r e s s of Allen, L a n e & ' S c o t t . 
1902. - Char t s . P p . 230. 

The object of the au tho r of t h i s impor ­
t a n t monograph is twofold—to give a com­
p le te giiide to the l i t e r a t u r e and c a r t o ­
g r a p h y of the South Po la r reg ion , and to 
show t h a t chief among i t s exp lo re r s i s a n 
Amer ican . Mr. Balch divides h i s work in to 
t h r e e per iods , t h e first beg inn ing wi th t h e 
voyage of Amerigo Vespucci in 1502, t h o u g h 
he re fe rs to the conjec tures of the anc ien t s , 
espec ia l ly of t h e Chaldsean Seleukos , B . c. 
170-125, a s to the ex is tence of a s o u t h e r n 
con t inen t . I t c loses wi th t h e voyage in 
1775 which gave to Capt. J a m e s Cook " t h e 
second place among a n t a r c t i c e x p l o r e r s . " 
T h e nex t and mos t i m p o r t a n t per iod in--
eludes the r e m a r k a b l e ach ievement of Capt. 
N a t h a n i e l B. Pa lmer , a Connect icut ' sea le r , 
who, in t h e sloop Bero, " b u t l i t t l e rising" 
forty t o n s , " in 1821 discovered a g roup of 
i s lands which a R u s s i a n ' nav iga to r , Be l ­
l ingshausen , in g r a t i t u d e for se rv ices r e n ­
de red h im by t h e Yankee sk ippe r , a s wel l 
a s in admi ra t i on for h is exploi ts , h a s cal led 
P a l m e r Archipe lago . The U. S. E x p l o r i n g 
Expedi t ion in 1838-42, under t h e command 
of Lieut . C h a r l e s ' W i l k e s , ' a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
c loses t h e review. "No finer ach i eve inen t " 
t h a n th i s voyage, ' says our au tho r , " h a s 
been accompl ished in t h e a n n a l s of t h e 
Arc t ic or of the An ta rc t i c . W i t h u n s u i t a b l e , 
improper ly equipped ships , amid Icebergs , 
ga les , snowstorms, ' and fogs, Wllk'es fol­
lowed an unknown coast l ine for over fif­
t e en hundred m i l e s . " E m p h a s i s is laid 
upon t h i s because indica t ions a r e not w a n t ­
ing of a d i spos i t ion t o ignore t h e c la im of 
Wi lkes to the honor of be ing t h e first to 
discover t h e Anta rc t i c Cont inen t . • F o r in­
s t ance , t h e n a m e Wi lkes L a n d . given to 
t h i s coast , though to be found in t h e Times 
A t l a s , h a s ' n o place on t h e c h a r t in the E n -

cyclopifedia B r i t a n h i c a ' or ' in- t h e l a t e s t edi­
t ion of C h a m b e r s ' s Encyclbpsedia. -

Mr. Balch briefly records w h a t h a s been 
accompl i shed in t h e las t fifty y e a r s , and 
c loses wi th a re fe rence to t h e Engl i sh , 
Ge rman , a n d Swedish exped i t ions n o w en- ' 
gaged in t h e e x p l o r a t i o n ' of "the A n t a r c t i c 
reg ion . ' H e adds to each o f h i s s t a t e m e n t s 
a no te giving his au tho r i t y , a n d ' s o m e Idea 
of h i s p a i n s t a k i n g l abo r m a y be formed from 
the" fact t h a t t h e s e a r e more t h a n t h r e e 
h u n d r e d 'in n u m b e r , and t h a t t h e index in­
c ludes some five hund red p r o p e r n a m e s . To 
h is a c c u r a c y we can bear t h i s t e s t imony , 
t h a t , a f te r a somewhat ' carefiil e x a m i n a ­
t ion , only one typograph ica l e r ro r h a s been 
de tec ted , the misspe l l ing of S t l e le r on p . 
164. Among t h e cur ious b i t s of in fo rma­
t ion s c a t t e r e d h e r e and t h e r e t h r o u g h the 
w o r k i s t h e s t a t e m e n t " t h a t t h e r e i s n o 
a p p a r e n t r ecord of a n y woman h a v i n g p a s s ­
ed beyond 60° sou th l a t i tude ' / ' T h e r e a r e 
r e p r o d u c t i o n s of p o r t i o n s of two old c h a r t s , 
and one by t h e a u t h o r showing t h e l a t e s t 
d i scove r i e s . 
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