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-Flemlsh''Bethlehem,• where little Flemish 
children are sliding on the Ice-bound ca­
nals, and hustling Flemish villagers are 
busy about many things, while Mary and 
Joseph seek their lodgings for the night. 

It is this aspect ot their work that has 
most interested me in the exhibition of 
Primitives. I know there are many other 
ways of considering the collection. For 
the historian of Flemish art, It affords a 
.chance that would have gone far to light­
en the labors of Crowe and Cavalcaselle. 
To the soientiflo critic, it is a challenge 
which already he has accepted with en­
thusiasm, and pictures are changing mas­
ters with the bewildering rapidity and 
damaging results that make you wonder 
the more at the generosity of owners in 
lending them to exhibitions where they 
are exposed to such risks. But art does 
not depend for Its value on history or 
science. True^ the collection teaches no­
thing new of individual works from this 
standpoint. Indeed, many are not seen 
to such advantage as in the. church or on 
the • walls where the artist meant they 
should be seen—the reason why not one 
tells so well as the St. Ursula series on 
the shrine for which Memlinc designed it. 
But, oh the other hand, certain qualities 
which all these painters shared, certain 
points upon which they differed, are em­
phasized, and early Flemish art, as a 
whole, is better understood. This is why 
I, at least, have come away with a height­
ened sense of their Inborn realism, re­
gretting the loss which the restraint put 
upon them has meant to the world. They 
would have envied, these old masters, the 
freedom in the choice of subject allowed 
to their modern successors. The real 
triumph of Belgian or Flemish ar t has 
been to maintain its .Independence In spite 
ot the chains and claims of religion and 
fashion. . N. N. 

Correspondence. 

THE ETHICS OF THE WILDERNESS. 

To THE EDITOR OF T H E NATION: 

S I R : In your Issue, No. 1941, is an ar­
ticle entitled "The Law of Forest and 
Mountain." The theme will no doubt be 
new to nearly all your readers; still, it 
Is one deserving serious attention, sug-. 
gesting, as it does, an ethical principle 
not commonly recognized. 

My reason for addressing you is to point 
out a very interesting example of the same 
"law" that came to notice in Sweden, 
wjiere I travelled a good deal previous to 
1882, and found that in railway restaurants, 
on passenger steamers and elsewhere, there 
were no means of checking customers, who 
were taken at their word altogether. On 
the steamers that ply in the Gbta Canal, 
between Gothenburg and Stockholm, there 
were placed in the cabins books for the use 
of the passengers, each of whom selected 
a page ' and kept his own accounts for 
food and refreshments. At the end of the 
Journey, which required about three days, 
the "mam'selle" In charge took this book 
and settled with the passengers on their 
own reckoning. 

I mention this as one example. There 
were many more that could be named. I 
have discussed the subject with different 

people in Sweden, asking if they did not 
fear being cheated. The answer was, "Oh, 
no! Why should they want to cheat?" 
Here-comes the problem: Are people hon­
est by law or honest by nature? And will 
people in an honest environment lose their 
propensity to steal and cheat? In Sweden 
at that day no one thought o£ being cheat­
ed, and the greatest rogue, once there and 
having caught the spirit of honesty, as it 
were, never thought' of acting otherwise 
than honestly. I have' lived there, know 
the language and customs, and shall never 
forget that, in coming away, as soon as 
I had landed in another country the horrid 
Idea and care of "bargaining" began. It 
'was like Christian assuming anew his load 
that had fallen away during the Swedish 
sojourn. This "law of the forest" Is a 
neglected factor In our natures, and indi­
cates a white spot amidst the enveloping 
black-wash of modern customs. Let us 
hope you will return to the theme. 

J. RICHARDS.' 

SANSALITO, CAL., September 17. 190a. 

ELLSWORTH'S ZOUAVES. 

To i'HB EDITOR OF T H E NATION: 

SIR: My memory confirms the statement 
b£ Colonel Burt (Nation, No. 1942, p. 225) 
that Ellsworth's Zouaves were known as 
the Fire Zouaves, while Wilson's Zouaves 
did not have that designation. I think the 
contemporary New York papers will show 
that Ellsworth's regiment was more com­
monly referred to as the Fire Zouaves than 
anything else until, after Ellsworth's tragic 
'death, when, because of that, his name be­
came more constantly associated with the 
regiment. . 

Fox's 'Regimental Losses in the Civil 
War', twice refers to the Eleventh New York 
under the alternative designation of Fire 
Zouaves (pp.. 477, 481). . Tenney's 'Mili­
tary and Naval History of the Rebellion' 
(Appleton, 1865) thus refers to Ellsworth's 
death: "The only disastrous event occur­
ring was the death of Col. Ellsworth, com­
mander of the Fire Zouave regiment of New 
York." 

A detailed account of the origin of the 
name is given in Nicolay's 'Outbreak of 
the Rebellion' (pp. 112, 113): 

"Then came Sumter and the call for vol­
unteers, and Ellsworth saw his opportunity. 
Hastening to the city of New Yorlc,. he call­
ed together and harangued the fire com­
panies of the metropolis; in three days he 
had 2,200 names inscribed on his recruiting 
lists. Out of these he carefully selected 
a regiment of 1,100 men, who chose him 
their colonel." 

"Very respectfully yours, 
JAMES J. Dow. 

TABIBATILT, September 20, 1902. 

QUESTIONING SUSPECTED CRIMINALS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF T H E NATION:-

• SIR: In the Nation ot August 28, Mar­
garet Irving Hamilton condemns the prac­
tice of police officers In questioning persona 
who are • suspected ot crime, for the reason 
that the Constitution provides that no per­
son shall be obliged to criminate himself. 
• It- would seem to be more to the purpose 
to protest against this absurd Constitution­
al provision, which is a relic of a barbar­
ous age. -It is a protection to rogues only. 
Any honest person will be glad to answer all 

questions which will be helpful In discov­
ering criminals. There is no good reason 
why a person suspected of crime should not 
be required by law to explain all suspicious 
clrct^mstances. It is only in courts that the 
failure of an accused person to deny the 
charge against him raises no presumption 
against his innocence. It Is everywhere 
else good evidence ot guilt. 

Respectfully yours, 
F R A N K W . PROCTOR. 

FAIBHATKH, MASS., September 22, 1902.-

P A U L S E N ' S MISREPRESENTATIONS OP 
KANT. 

To THE EDITOR OF T H E NATION: 

SIR: A reviewer in your Issue of Sep­
tember 11 points out certain errors of exe­
gesis in Paulsen's highly readable but oc­
casionally misleading volume on Kant. It 
is perhaps worth while to improve the ocr 
casion. In the interest of historical ac­
curacy, by calling attention to another ra­
ther serious misrepresentation in the same 
volume, upon a point of some consequence. 

Professor Paulsen treats the essay 'On 
the Possibility ot Introducing the Notion 
of Negative Magnitude into Philosophy' as 
one of the more significant ot Kant's so-
called "pre-critical" writings; but he con­
trives. In his exposition of it, to attribute 
to Kant a doctrine which is pretty pre­
cisely the opposite to the doctrine which 
the essay really sets forth. In this essay, 
says Paulsen (Tr., p. 83), 

"one sees that Kant has abandoned • the 
rationalistic method of equating conceptu­
al and actual reality. No contradiction 
can obtain between realities, Baumgarten 
teaches; ergo, onirics realifates sunt in entc 
compossiMlcs. Yes, says Kant, that holds 
in the realm of concepts. • It is different, 
however, in the world of actual fact. Here 
it may very well happen that two posi­
tive determinations exclude each other, as 
when they are related as positive and neg­
ative magnitudes In mathematics." 

From this one" would certainly gather 
that, in the essay in question, Kant had 
controverted Baumgarten's maxim, and had 
maintained that "in the world of actual 
fact", contradictions may obtain between 
realities. In point ot fact, however, the 
essay nowhere asserts that what is nec­
essarily true in the realm ot concepts can 
be false in the -world of facts: it repeated­
ly .declares that nothing that Is self-con­
tradictory can be.real ; and it consistently 
adheres to the Leibnitzian principle ot 
"compossibillty"—i. e., the principle that 
reality must be free from logical incon­
sistency. 

Kant is endeavoring to Introduce, beside 
the notion of logical opposition (i. e., con­
tradiction), the notion of a sort of "real" 
or dynamic opposition (Realonfgegcnse-
tnung). A simple concrete instance of the. 
latter is the case where A owes B ten 
dollars, and B owes A the same. In such 
a case, the debt of either equals zero; 
hut this zero is not merely negative—it is 
the result of the existence ot two very 
positive facts, and of a certain relation of 
reciprocallty between them. This sort of 
Biitgegensetgung, which strikes Kant as hav­
ing 'a peculiar logical Interest, is obvious­
ly both possible and frequently actual; but, 
Kant constantly insists, it is possible only 
because it does not in any sense Involve 
logical contradiction. "Es kann sine der 
opponirten Bestimmungen bei einer Real'-
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e n t g e g e n s e t z u n g n i c h t d a s contraci icto-
r i s che Gegenthe i l der a n d e r e n se ln ; denn 
a l s d a n n w a r e de r W i d e r s t r e i t logisch, und, 
•wie oben gewiesen worden , unmogl ich ." 

The po in t is w o r t h no t ing , because i t 
b r ings ou t t h e fact—which Pau l sen seems 
t o over look t h r o u g h o u t — t h a t , so far a s the 
p r i n c i p l e ot con t r ad i c t i on is concerned, 
K a n t never " a b a n d o n e d the ra t iona l i s t i c 
me thod ot e q u a t i n g concep tua l and ac tua l 
r e a l i t y . " At t h e beg inn ing and a t the end 
ot his c a r e e r , he r e m a i n e d sure t h a t we 
know, in advance of exper ience , a t l eas t 
one i m p o r t a n t t r u t h abou t a l l r e a l en t i t i es , 
even a b o u t t h i n g s - i n - t h e m s e l v e s ; namely , 
t h a t t h e y c a n n o t involve cont rad ic t ion , 
e i t h e r of one a n o t h e r or of t h e facts of 
s e n s e - e x p e r i e n c e . I t Is t r u e t h a t K a n t did 
no t ve ry c l ea r ly .unders t and jus t wha t he 
m e a n t by t h e p r inc ip l e of con t r ad ic t ion ; 
and he t h e r e f o r e failed to see t h a t , by ad­
m i t t i n g i t s va l id i ty , a s a c r i t e r i on of the 
n a t u r e of r e a l i t y , he had left open a door 
for a v a s t a m o u n t of poss ib le me taphys i ca l 

I cons t ruc t i on . B u t to t h e p r inc ip le in t h e 
a b s t r a c t , he r e m a i n e d a lways loyal . H e 
w a s he r e , a t l eas t , whol ly a m a n of the 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y e n l i g h t e n m e n t ; - h e had 
no s y m p a t h y wi th t h e r o m a n t i c i s t ' s love of 
pa radox , and would h a r d l y have subscr ibed 
to Goe the ' s s e n t i m e n t : 

**Wo die Widersprilche schwlrren 
Ich mag am . liebsten wandern." 

L e a s t of a l l would he h a v e sympath ized 
w i t h t h a t m o d e r n combina t ion of agnos ­
t i c i sm w i t h r e a l i s m in m e t a p h y s i c s , which 
d e c l a r e s t h a t we m u s t conceive to be r e a l 
t h a t which we h a v e p rev ious ly dec lared n o t 
t o be logical ly conce ivab le a t a l l . P ro fes ­
so r P a u l s e n ' s expos i t ion , however , would, 
I t h ink , • lead t h e u n s u s p e c t i n g r eade r to 
suppose j u s t t h e c o n t r a r y of a l l this .—I am. 

Y o u r s v e r y t r u l y , 
A R T H U R O . L O V B J O T . 

"WASHINGTOK TTNIVKESITY, ST. Lours, 
. September 88, 1902. 

H A M L E T ' S SOLILOQUY. 

T o THE E D I T O R O F T H E N A T I O N : -

S I R : W h a t c o m m e n t a t o r s I can find on 
H a m l e t ' s m o s t n o t a b l e sol i loquy seem to 
r e g a r d su ic ide a s i t s t h e m e . I would sug­
ges t , however , t h a t t h e speech beg inn ing 
"To be, o r n o t t o b e " is n o t concerned a s 
a whole w i t h a c o n t e m p l a t i o n or consid­
e r a t i o n of su ic ide . 
. W h e n l a s t on t h e s t a g e , H a m l e t had 
shown I m p a t i e n c e w i t h h imse l f a s a coward, 
o r a t l e a s t l a c k i n g " g a l l t o m a k e opp re s ­
s ion b i t t e r . " T h e p r e t e x t of us ing t h e 
p l a y to m a k e s u r e of h i s " f a t h e r ' s foul 
and m o s t u n n a t u r a l m u r t h e r " h a s no t a l t o ­
g e t h e r r econc i l ed H a m l e t t o h i s p r o c r a s ­
t i n a t i o n . And now, in t h e th i rd ac t , he 
comes on s t i l l chafing a t h i s own i r r e so lu ­
t ion , r a t h e r t h a n in a c o n t e m p l a t i v e mood. 
" I s my e n t e r p r i s e eve r to be , or not? I s 
i t n o b l e r t o . e n d u r e t h i s d isgraceful s i tu ­
a t i o n , or , fac ing a b o u t on t h e flood-tide 
of m y own and t h e t i m e ' s t r o u b l e s , to be 
"overwhelmed in a t a n y r a t e oppos ing i t ? " 
T h e s a r c a s t i c " n o b l e r " impl i e s H a m l e t ' s 
a n s w e r to t h e ques t i on . H e is for the mo­
m e n t , I t h ink , v i ewing h i s d e a t h in the 
a t t e m p t to " s e t r i g h t t h e t i m e " a s p r a c ­
t i c a l l y -assured, j u s t a s d r o w n i n g would 
be c e r t a i n w e r e h e to t u r n and r u s h upon 
t h e r i s i n g t ide . How can t h e idea of su i ­
cide be made ou t of " t a k e a r m s . . . 

end t h e m " ? I s t h e r e a n y po in t in " b y 
opposing end t h e m , " un le s s i t impl ies end­
ing one 's life, in manful ly mee t i ng , no t 
r u n n i n g away from, the swel l ing flood of 
evi l? 

After t h i s open ing b u r s t ot Impa t i ence 
a t h i s i r r e so lu t ion , H a m l e t p a s s e s , a s fre­
quen t ly (e. g., 1. 4, " T h e K i n g do th . . . 
t a k e h i s rouse . . . a cus tom m o r e h o n ­
ored in the b r e a c h t h a n in t h e o b s e r v ­
a n c e " ) , from a p r e s e n t , p a r t i c u l a r m a t t e r 
to a genera l , ref lect ion. The p r o s p e c t of 
h i s own d e a t h in t h e a d v e n t u r e laid upon 
h im by "cursed s p i t e " sugges t s a cons id­
e r a t i on of dea th in gene ra l . H i s i m p a t i e n t 
t o n e dies down in to r eve r i e . " D e a t h is 
only a sleep, and i t ends a t h o u s a n d suf­
fer ings . Bu t if t h a t s leep h a s d r e a m s ? 
Yes ; if it we re n o t for t h a t t hough t , how 
m a n y men in t r o u b l e of love or law or 
a n y t h i n g would end i t even by se l f - s l augh­
t e r ! But a l l men s h r i n k from d e a t h and 
the unknown i l l s of nega t ion . And so, such 
fearful e n t e r p r i s e s a s mine , m a n y of g r e a t 
p i t h and momen t , m a y lose, even in h a n d s 
of na t ive r e so lu t ion , t h e n a m e of effected 
a;ction." H e r e suicide^ only inc iden ta l ly 
and only . ob jec t ive ly , does e n t e r m o m e n ­
t a r i l y in to t h e course of H a m l e t ' s med i ­
t a t i on , not a s a r e c o u r s e for himself, bu t 
as a genera l poss ib i l i ty . " T h e n a t i v e hue 
of r e s o l u t i o n " and " e n t e r p r i s e s . . . 
m o m e n t " h a v e s u r e l y n o t h i n g to do wi th 
suicide, e i t he r for H a m l e t or anybody. H e 
comes back a t t h i s po in t t o h i s sub jec t 
p rope r , t he d a n g e r of h i s e n t e r p r i s e — t o 
wha t he cal ls h i s " c r a v e n sc rup le of t h i n k ­
ing too p rec i se ly on t h e e v e n t . " H a m ­
let , b rave a s he r e a l l y is , h a s a de l i ca t e 
conscience, which b l a n c h e s h i s " n a t i v e 
h u e . " The dange r of t h e even t is h e i g h t ­
ened for him by t h e sense of h i s own u n -
wor th ines s , by u n c e r t a i n t y a s to funda­
m e n t a l p r inc ip l e s of r i g h t and wrong , by 
conscience t h a t " m a k e s cowards of u s a l l . " 

Y o u r s ve ry t ru ly , 

W. F . TAMBLTN. 
WESTERN TTNIVEESITT, LONDON, ONT., 

September 20, 1902. 

J^Totes. 

s t i l l fu r the r p u b l i c a t i o n s by M e s s r s . 
Sc r ibner a r e ' T h r o u g h Hidden Shens i , ' by 
F r a n c i s H. Nichols , and 'Cross C o u n t r y w i th 
Horse and Hound , ' by P r a n k S h e r m a n Pee r . 

'P i c to r i a l Sco t l and and I r e l and , ' i l l u s ­
t r a t e d , and ' L a y s for L i t t l e Chaps , ' by Al ­
fred J . W a t e r h o u s e , a r e in t h e p r e s s of t h e 
New Ams te rdam Co. 

Wi l l i am R. J e n k i n s wi l l pub l i sh d i r ec t ly 
a 'Comprehens ive F r e n c h - E n g l i s h Dic t ion ­
a ry . ' " • 

T h e next volume of t h e "Oxford H i s t o r y 
of Mus ic" to be i ssued wil l be 'The Music 
of t h e Seven teen th Cen tu ry , ' by Sir O. 
H u b e r t H. P a r r y , a n d t h i s m a y be expec ted 
immedia te ly from H e n r y F rowdo . 

T h e . season .of r e p r i n t s h a s s e t in, and a 
high s t a n d a r d is r a i s e d in Hough ton , Mifflin 
& Co. 's revised and en la rged edi t ion of Mrs . 
Alice Mabel Bacon ' s c lass ic ' J a p a n e s e Gi r l s 
and Women. ' The add i t ions a r e cons ide r ­
able , being two c h a p t e r s or 64 .pages . The 
i n t e r e s t of t h a t en t i t l ed " W i t h i n t h e H o m e " 
cu lmina t e s in t h e accoun t of t h e b u r d e n ­
some funeral r i t e s . " T e n . Y e a r s of P r o g ­
r e s s " deals w i t h t h e movemen t for t h e 
advancemen t of women-i-in e d u c a t i o n . a t 

home. In s tudy and t r a v e l a b r o a d ; J a p a n 
be ing to -day in t h i s r e s p e c t " w h e r e E n g ­
land and Amer ica w e r e in t h e first half 
of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . " A r e v o ­
l u t i o n a r y • book by the l a t e e m i n e n t 
r e fo rmer , P u k u z a w a , in r e f u t a t i o n of K a i -
b a r a ' s 'Grea t L e a r n i n g of Women , ' is s u m ­
mar ized in t h i s c h a p t e r . T h e i l l u s t r a t i o n s , 
by a na t i ve a r t i s t , Keishi l Takenouch i , some 
in color , a r e a c a p i t a l a d o r n m e n t to t h i s 
i n s t r u c t i v e volume. T h e f ront isp iece shows 
us a " c h e r r y - v i e w i n g . " 

L i t t l e , Brown & Co. And in i l l u s t r a t i o n s by 
H e n r y Sandham a p r e t e x t for r e i s su ing Mrs . 
He len H u n t , J a c k s o n ' s 'G l impses of Cal i ­
fornia and t h e Miss ions . ' These d r awings 
a r e of bo th scenery and people , and ce r ­
t a in ly enhance t h e r e a d e r ' s i n t e r e s t in t h e 
n a r r a t i v e . 

Macmi i l an ' s n e w T h a c k e r a y proceeds w i t h 
t h e ' P a r i s Ske t ch -Book ' and 'The I r i s h 
Ske t ch -Book ' in one volume, w i t h the w r i t ­
e r ' s own i l l u s t r a t i o n s , inc lud ing a c a r i c a ­
t u r e of O'Connell a s Lord Mayor . 

T h o u g h He len M. Wins low, In compi l ing 
he r ' L i t e r a r y Bos ton of T o - d a y ' (L. C. P a g e 
& Co.), t a k e s leave in h e r dedica t ion to r a t e 
herse l f "a smal l f r a c t i on" of t h a t Bos ton , 
she does no t a c t u a l l y c e l e b r a t e herse l f in 
t h e succeed ing b iog raph ica l ske t ches . Mrs . 
J u l i a W a r d Howe ' s p o r t r a i t se rv ing a s 
f ront i sp iece is a f r a n k r e m i n d e r t h a t a 
l a rge and t h e w e i g h t i e s t p a r t of t h e " L i t e ­
r a r y Bos ton of T o - d a y " is t h e " L i t -
er,ary Bos ton of Y e s t e r d a y . " The face 
of. t h e new ed i to r of t h e Atlantic, Mr. 
Bl i s s P e r r y , fitly c loses t h i s p o r t r a i t g a l ­
le ry , ot which the t ex t is w r i t t e n w i t h s o ­
b r i e t y if ( as a m a t t e r of course ) " g e n i a l l y " 
and In t h e j o u r n a l i s t i c ve in . 

Mrs . Luc ia Ames Mead ' s book on 'Mil­
t on ' s E n g l a n d ' (Bos ton : L. C. Page & 
Co.) shows a p l e a s a n t commingl ing of l i t ­
e r a r y and a n t i q u a r i a n i n t e r e s t s , w i th j u s t 
a flavor of t h e s u m m e r hol iday . I t m a y 
b e commended a s a s a t i s f a c t o r y p i l g r im ' s 
gu ide -book to the p l a c e s in wh ich Mi l ton 
l ived; and i t s p i c t u r e of t h e life of h i s 
t i m e wi l l p r ac t i ca l l y a s s i s t t h e i m a g i n a t i o n 
of t h e t o u r i s t who h a s n o t m a d e a spec ia l 
s tudy of t h a t per iod . Mrs . Mead also t a k e s 
no t e , in pass ing , of t h e local a s s o c i a t i o n s 
connec t ing some of t h e t o w n s and bui ld­
ings she desc r ibe s w i th famous A m e r i c a n s , 
such a s Penn , F r a n k l i n , and Roger W i l ­
l i ams . T h e i l l u s t r a t i o n s , which a r e m a i n l y 
r e p r o d u c e d from old e n g r a v i n g s , r e p r e s e n t 
m a n y c h u r c h e s and h o u s e s a s Mil ton m u s t 
h a v e s een them. 

W h e n t h e p u b l i s h e r s o t E s t h e r S ing le ­
t on ' s 'London , a s Seen and Desc r ibed by 
F a m o u s W r i t e r s ' (Dodd, Mead & Co.) a n ­
nounce t h a t i t "wi l l a p p e a l to t h e t h o u g h t ­
ful r e a d e r a s well a s to t h e t o u r i s t , " t h e y 
d raw a d i s t i nc t i on wh ich is no t flattering 
to t h o s e of our c o m p a t r i o t s who crowd t h e 
At l an t i c s t e a m e r s eve ry s u m m e r . B u t a 
book wh ich l ays unde r t r i b u t e t h e w o r k of 
such a v a r i e t y of w r i t e r s a s Char les Dick ­
ens, G. W. S teevcns , A u g u s t u s H a r e . Char le s 
L a m b , Theoph i l e Gau t i e r , A u s t i n Dobson , 
and W a s h i n g t o n I r v i n g m i g h t safely c h a l ­
lenge t h e a t t e n t i o n of m a n y more t h a n 
two c l a s s e s . I t is a r r a n g e d t o p o g r a p h i c a l ­
ly : a f t e r a few c h a p t e r s on London a s a 
whole, we begin a t the docks and w o r k 
our way w e s t w a r d a s far a s a c h a r i t a b l e 
b a z a a r in t h e A l b e r t H a l l . P e r h a p s t h i s 
•order w a s b e t t e r t h a n t h e chronolog ica l , 
b u t such t r a n s i t i o n s a s t h a t f rom J u s t i n 
McCar thy t o Le igh H u n t a r e s o m e w h a t 
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