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. may be consistent with good _quality,

scientific,_technical,_artistic._The_hours

These bargain-hunters have been sternly
rebuked by the high priests of protec-
. tion." Every.devout worshipper of the
MecKinley and the Dingley schedules
thrills when he recalls President Harr1-
" son’s apothegm of the stump, “A cheap
coat makes a cheap man.” If a cheap
coat casts such a terrible blight on in-
tellect and character, a cheap canai
would utterly corrupt our national con-
science. The higher the cost, the greater
our happiness, the more exalted our
virtue.

SCHOOLS FOR GENIUSES. |

A demand for special schools for the

specially gifted is making itself heard
in Germany. Notable among those ad-
vocating the plan are Wilhelm Bélsche,
in his ‘Weltblick,’ and Dr. J. Petzoldt, in
his ‘Separate Schools for the Conspic-
uously Gifted.’ Dr. Petzoldt of the gym-
nasium of Spandau feels his heart go-
ing out to “the highly endowed, who,
- misunderstood by those nearest to them,
see their divine spark being slowly ex-
tinguished,” for lack of proper training.

The neglected genius has always been -

more abundant in Germany than else-
where, but Herr Bélsche and Dr. Petz-
oldt show us how to foster both unrec-
ognized genius and the less elusive va-
riety. The Doctor makes it clear that
he is not lacking in sympathy fér those
slighted by nature. There are in Ger-
many numerous schools for backward
and feeble-minded children. In nearly
170. cities and towns about 12,000 of
them are being educated by the State.
In thus providing for them, Dr.. Petzoldt
asks, “Do we not allow the impulses of
our heart to get the better of cool rea-
son? Are not the especially gifted far
more ‘entitled to pity than the mentally
disinherited?” He makes a strong show-
ing for the feasibilify of establishing
special schools without throwing addi-
tlonal burdens on the State or sacrific-
mg ex1qt1ng schools. He would select,
say, from the fourth class of the gym-
nasjum, twenty of the brightest pupils,
to form the first class of the Sonder-
schule. The teachers, a picked corps,
must be able to recognize clearly the
‘peculiar mental gifts of their scholars.
A special diary is to be kept for each.
The natural sciences are to be given first
- place in the curriculum, the main object

of all the courses being to train the stu-

“dent in “thinking to the very root of

the subject, until hatred of superficiality :

becomles .an 1nst1nct ” The study of bi-
olqu is expected to lead to a higher con-

* ception of, art than -prevails among the |
moderns, whose bizarre creajions, Dr.’

Petzoldt incidentally remarks, are sim-

ply the result of ignorance of natural,

science. Psychology, biography,

sory subjects in the lower -classes;

and’
English and Ttalian are to be compul-;

the :

pigher ar_é to provide elec_tive courses, :

of instruction are to be limited to four
a day, and two hours daily are to be

given to gymnastic exercises in the open |

air. Singing and drawing are not to be
neglected.

The entire plan of instruction, by con-
densing two years’ teaching at the high-
er classes of the gymnasium into one,
is to enable the student to devote’ the
time from the fifteenth to the eighteenth
yvear to subjects usually taught only at

the university. A specialist in nervous -

diseases, of thorough pedagogic train-
ing, is to be co_nstahtly on the lookout
for any sign of over-exertion or abnor-
rmal behavior. As to the cost of estab-
lishing these Sonderschulen, Dr. Petzoldt
argues that the 40V gymnasia and 100
Realschulen in Prussia would, through
the elimination of their brightest pupils
and teachers, save enough money to en-
dow twenty-five Sonderschulen, ‘while
the gain to the country from an esti-
mated steady supply of 3,000 unusually
bright and specially trained young men
would *be incalculable.

There is, of course, no particular orig-
inality in the plan itself. The need of
providing suitable instruction for gift-
ed pupils has often and in various ways
received ‘practical consideration, not
least in ‘Germany itself. In the town ol
Mannheim, for i-nsfarnce, the most tal-

ented school children—about 10 per cent. |

of the total—have for some time been
specially taught, though in the same
class with those of average capacity.
But there is a novelty in the almost ag-
gressive attempt to lay down hard-and-
fast rules for
ius, in- disregard of the great difficulty
which educators and philosophers have
from time immemorial - experienced in
even defining the very term. If Les-
sing be right in maintaining that it takes
genius to awaken genius, Dr. Petzoldt’s
initial difficulty would seem to lie in dis-
covering the genius of the teacher. Nor
iz this all, for, in the new education, en-
vironment plays a very important part.
Apparently, Dr. Petzoldt would as nearly
as possible provide for the budding
‘Moltkes, Bismarcks; and Kants the con-
ditions that -made their prototypes what
they were. ‘‘Could a Moltke in time of
peace and a Bismarck under a ruler like
Frederick II. have dattained their full
development? Did not Kant employ all
his ingenuity in the service of theologi-
cal . metaphysics until awakened by
Hume from his dogmatic slumber?” It
is true that the Faradays, Liebigs, and
Schliemanns triumphed over a thousand
obstacles,: but Dr. Petzoldt would spare
their successors an equally hard strug-
gle—fatal, he thinks, in many recorded
and unrecorded cases. It"a‘p‘pears to him
highly probable ithat, under adverse cir-
cumstances, even Goethe would-not have
given to- the. world his masterpieces
(Schopenhauer has confessed as much
for himself). He maintains 'stqutly—

the treatment of gen- |

_|_pace_Tessing=that_Raphagl could_not

have become a great paint_er, had he‘been
born. without, arms. .

Dr. Petzoldt.is well aware that gemus
may, be simultaneously creative. in vari-
ous directions. But varied. stimulus,
while imperatively called for in some
cases,' must never degenerate into co-
ercion. 'The obstinacy of genius in re-
jecting imstruction is often only wise
recognition of its own limitations—vide
Aléxander von Humboldt, ‘““who .ought
never to have been forced to take music
lessons.” As the object of the Sonder-
schulen is eminently practical, it may
be asked what teést as to .the quality of
genius - fostered in any given pupil will
be applied on graduation. Or is the out-
put to be measured in quantity? Pro-
ductivity of the right sort was defined
by Goethe to be the surest touchstone
of genius, though its results be only an
occasional song like Béranger’s. But we
fear there are many perplexing prob-
lems for the teachers in charge of genius
at the Sonderschulen.

A SELECTIVE ART MUSEUM.

At the organizing meeting of the As-
sociation of American Museums, on May
15, Mr. Benjamin Ives Gilman, Secre-
tary of the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts, made an important contribution to
the- new science of museology by. ad-
vocating a selective or anthological prin-
ciple for publlc art museums. Mr. Gil-
man believes that the duty of an art
museum is not primarily to afford in-
struction in archmology, but to minister
to the pleasure that comes from the un-
disturbed contemplation of beautiful ob-
jects. With this end in view he would
select from the possessions of a museum
its finest objects, and exhibit them  un-
der the best conditions .of light and
space.- The rest of the collqctxons he
would store or exhibit-compactly for the
use of students and investigators, hold-
ing such study collections open, however,
te all applicants. In both the public
and the study eollectlons the arrange-
ment would be chronolovlcal but m the
public galleries the arrangement would
be based on =sthetic, in the study. halls
on scientific, considerations. ’

A twofold plea is made for this some-
what revolutionary theory of dualism.
Flrst it is obvious that the pubhc is un-
equal to the task of picking ‘out the ex-
cellent exhibits from the mediocre or
merely curious. As collectlons increase,
the task bécomes ever more vexatious.
An entire public is forced to .plod
through miles of galleries, many of
which appeal only to the professional
s:udent of art, possibly the hundredth
part of the museum’s public. Hence the
duty of sifting the collections into an
anthology. .An ideal director would
treat his possessiong much as Matthew
Arnold did the works of Wordsworth,

making such a selection as should at-
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tract interest and minister to culture.
The special student, it is plausibly main-
tained, would also profit by the introduc-
tion of the selective policy. The great-
“er ‘part of the collections would be ac-
‘cessible to him, with a more compact
‘and convenient installation, under favor-
able conditions for undisturbed study
‘and in handy proximity to libraries,
workrooms, and the offices of consulting
curators.

The chief objections to the- anthologl-
cal idea were raised by Professor Good-
year of the Brooklyn Institute in a very
trenchant but courteous rejoinder. to
Mr. Gilman’s address. Professor Good-
year. held that the selection of the best
is practically., impossible, being based
simply on individual taste or ‘caprice,
and that our only certitudes. are of an
historic sort. Hence history and chron-
ology are the only safe guides for a di-
rector, and the best arrangement for the
student will turn out to be the. best also
for the man in the street. Professor
Goodyear’s agnostic attitude as to de-
cisions of taste represents a way of
thinking widespread among scholars. It
i sbased partly upon a praiseworthy
caution, partly upon a less comménda-
ble distrust of the emotions. As a mat-
ter of fact, the dictum, de .gusi¥dbus non
est disputandum, is practically ignored
by those who preach it most vehement-
ly. There is a'n'absolu‘te ‘consensus as
to the finest periods of art and as to
many individual works. No archaologist
hesitates to affirm that the Greek sculp-
ture of the fifth century B. c¢. excels that
of the fourth and third.. There would
be no dispute-of the dictum that the
‘Dutch painting of the seventeenth cén-
tury surpasses that which precedes and
follows it. Nor would any well-inform-
ed person deny the supremacy of French
painting in the nineteenth century. If
it were really true that taste'is merely
personal and helpless, there would be no
such consensus of judgment.

Within these great periods, also, one .

does not hesitate to distingunish the vary-
ing merits of different works. The com-
parative mediocrity of Rubens in por-
traiture is generally admitted; the great-
eér significance of Rembrandt’s later
works has become a truism;:
ly, every omne is familiar with Van
Dyck’s degeneération into an_elegant bit
ineaningles_s mannerism. We perceive
in Vermeer an exquisiteness beyond that
of the Dutch school, and we balance the
merits of his score of surviving can-
vases as exactly as the tea-taster sorts
tea by quality. There remains a fringe

where judgment is varying—a certain -

number of debatable examples of art;
but in all main matters these accepted

verdicts of taste are quite as sure as the -

‘date on a birth certificate.
a jury of connoisseurs

Practically,
-and artists

which should be asked to pick out from -
.any museuni the tithe best worth ex--

hibiting, would -agree in about three-

converse- -

quarters of the cases. - As to the rest, a
broad-minded ‘director would give them
the benefit of the doubt, exhibiting all
that obtained the .suffrages of two or
three competent judges.

As to historlcal considerations, it
should be noted that Mr. Gilman and
Professor Goodyear, representing the
advanced and the orthodox  schools of
museology, would treat three-quarters
of the exhibits in any given museum in
precisely the same fashion. The differ-
ence would be not in internal arrange-

‘ment, but .in conditions of public ad-

mission, and-in the disposition of, say,
a quarter of the exhibits. Mr. Gilman
believes the finest should be selected and
advantageously shown; Professor Good-
vear believes that no sorting should be
made by the museum, but that the duty
of selection should be left to the average
visitor. Mr. Gilman looks forward to a
lafge public enjoying impressions of art,
and a small pll'b]ic deeply studious of its
history; Professor Goodyear. is skeptical
ag to the wmsthetic public, but’ hopes for

a great increase in the number of the |

studious. .

We hold no brief for either view, and
are willing to believe that both sorts of
museums have their value. But, clear-
ly, the unwieldinéss of modern collec-
tions plays into the hands of ‘the an-
thologist. Wherever the number of
pieces is too great for complete exhibi-
tion, the anthological idea holds. For
example, print and coin- departments
rarely show more than a mere frac-
tion of their treasures at one time.
Resourceful' curators in such depart-
ments ordinarily arrange a small perma-
nent exhibition of the choicest pieces,
and offer also periodical exhibitions from
the reserve. . This is precisely the pol-
icy advocated by Mr. Gilman and like-
ly to be adopted by the Boston Museum
of Fine Arts, when it moves into its
new building. One mdy readily foresee

' a state of things where the general col-
lections of museums will be as congested .

as the pfint rooms are from the outset:
The. cumbered state of such museums,
the fatigue and distraction of their cas-

ual visitors, the increasing inconvenience .

of their overgrown and badly dispersed
collections to investigators, will elo-
quently plead the cause of the selective
idea.

THE COMMERCIAL CONQUEST OF
SINALOA.

FuERTE, MEXICO, March, 1906.

In three years a subtle change has stolen

into the life of Sinaloa. Where there was
formerly vague talk of progress, with an
occasional electric-lighting plant or mu-

nicipal water-works adduced as an exam--
ple, while knowing ones insisted on their

superior knowledge of the time when the
railroad from Chihuahua would reach Topo-
lobampo, and when steel rails would en-
tice the slumbering lead mines of Topia to

activity, now: there. is nervous restlessness .

in- the face -of-the actual fact that a great
‘wave of industrial development is sweep-

ing upon the State; that a railroad, with
all the power and determinafion of the
Southern Pacific Railway Company behind
it, is actually being built through the’ fer-
tile coastal plain; and that a well-financed
land company is laying its hands upon the
richest agricultural and grazing areas in
the region. The effect of this, combined

adventurers and investors, has been to dis-
quiet a goodly portion of the people, who
see in it, with more or less reason, the
prospect of changes subversive of the old
standards of living and threatening the
existing social order. The wealthier class-
es, who hold the reins of power, number
many who have travelled widely, have read
much, and are not ignorant of the domi-
nant habit of the Anglo-Saxon when he
strikes deep root in a foreign soil. Al-
ready the foreign colony refers. to this
or that Mexican notable as being “anti-
American,” which is significant. The dis-
trust of the impending commercial inva-
sion has been communicated to the’ well-
to-do masses, and the old-time cordial

Jhospitality is less conspicuous than for-

merly, coupled with a sharp discrimina-
tion in prices, not to the advantage of the
newcomer.

The working people—we may as well
cease calling them peones, since even local
usage is attaching the implication of a
slur to the term—are indifferent to the ul-
timate results of the awakening- which
steam and labor-saving machinery, and
their masters, may effect. They are con-
scious only that there is a keener com-
petition for their services than formerly,
and that this has raised the compensation
from one hundred to two hundred per cent.

" At the same time the small planter has

felt the scarcity of labor, and has raised

his prices for corn and fodder and mules. -

The excessive rains which for two years
past have damaged crops, are chiefly credit-
ed with the advance in prices, but this is
only part of the truth. There is no doubt
that the area under cultivation has de-
clined because sufficient labor has not
been available at the usual wages. It is
difficult for the man used throughout his
life to paying thirty to-forty cents. silver

a day for ranch hands, to acquiesce in the

demand for fifty cents to a dollar.' He
has not'yet become as profoundly impressed

. with the spectacle of in-rushing hordes of )

.

4s the common laborer with the urgent .

cry, from the mines in- Sonora and across, -

the Gulf of California at Santa Rosalfa,
for workmen, and ever more workmen, at

“two and a half to four dollars a day. He

has not seen the shiploads of laborers dis-
embarked at Santa Rosalfa, nor the ‘'trains
from Guaymas crowded with eager seek-
ers after. opulent rewards, hurrying to-
wards Cananea, and he tries in vain to
cling to the ancestral conditions while
the formerly-contented workers around him
are having their standards of values pro-
foundly altered by the tales of riches so
quickly won at the mines qnd in the ser-
vice of the railroads. ]
ing from the changes already wrought, he
is thus widening the opportunity for the
aggressive colonists who ai"e.coming to
fill the gap. .

By not taking warn- .

The wiser heads perceive all this, and :

foresee its consequences. Hence the anti-
American sentiment already noted as be-



