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‘States, but in- the English-managed iron
and-steel works of Spain. It was widely
reported at one time that the Gould inter-
ests were supplying the sinews for the
Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Railway,
. which contemplates a trunk line from Kan-
sas City to the splendid port .of Topolo-
bampo, ‘of which a portion is now built
“in the United States, another séction com-
pleted and operating on the central pla-
teau of Mexico to the eastern base of the.
Sierra Madre, and a third section open for
trafiic from Topolobampo, sixty miles east-
ward to Fuerte. It is difficult to understand
how such experienced railroad managers
could have permitted so important a con-
‘cession as that for a north-and-south coast
1line through the broad, fertile plain front_-
ing the Gulf of California to escape themn,
Tt was a vital point in the success of th!e
transcontinental railroad; necessary as :a
feeder, without which practically no
through freight to and from the west coast
can be expected to choose that.route. The
Southern Pacific has made a great strategic
move in securing the concession. It makes
‘that company master of the situation, able
to develop one of the few rich virgin areasv
of large size north of the Isthmug of Te:- .
huantepec, and to offer an outlet. via Ma.-
zatlan, Tepic, and Guadalajara to the cen-
tral plateau, the City of Mexico and At:
lantic tide-water at Vera Cruz, and in the
other direction via Guaymas, Mex,; and
‘Benson, Ariz., to the great transcontir
nental trunk line east and west. i
The agricultural-and mineral wealth of the ’
territory thus controlled is enormous. I;t
is a fair presumption that systematic adver;
tisement of the region as one with lands. as
rich as, and a climate softer than, Cahfor—,
nia will produce here a vast béom in real.
éstdate, and a crowding in of fugmves from .
‘Northern winters to revel in the balmy axrl .
and to make merry-amid the ideal beauties
of 1‘0(,ky promontories - and blue sea and
-dashmg surf of Mazatlan, at-once the mostj
picturesque and salubrious port in the‘
'southern latitudes.of Nort.h Amerijca:

COURTENAY DE KALB!

JAPAN'S FIRST POST-BELLUM BUDGET.

ToKIO, April 24 1906. |

Let me begin this letter by saying that, .
misled by a usually trusty source, in my .
letter of March 31 I included in the 'list’,
of foreign war loans a 4 per cent. 100-mil- ;
‘lion’ loan -which antedates the war. The’
pax't of war costs thereby balanced is cov-
‘ered by loans authorized in the new |
budget.

The Diet met on December 25, mgamzed
‘was formally" opened by the Emperor and .
immediately -adjourned {till Janualy 22.-
Meanwhile, the Ministry changed. The |
Katsura Cabinet, first organized as a make-
shift, was the longest-lived and most
‘eventful since the Constitution  took ef-
"fect.‘ In war, it won the people’s trust -
‘and praise.. It became a victim of unpopu- |
iar terms of peace. Deaf to rising clam-
ors for an ‘extra session of the Diet to let
‘the npation share in plans for peace and
fiscal readjustmeénts, it meanwhile ‘placed
large foreign loans-in-July .and November.
After ‘the “Portsmouth surrender,” unwise

police methods, .turned protests into riots. |

T A late promise to convene the Diet on

the return of the peace commissioner from
Portsmouth endangered treaty ratifica-
tion, and so, unkept, became a fauz pas.
After that, prolonged discussion and.small
concessions at Pekin brought more sur-
prise and disappointment. Strong re-
straints on press and agitators kept firm
the "Ministry’s grasp on Government, but
acted as a ceaseless irritant. In time,
the. nation saw-that Russia’s vitals were
safely wrapped in thousand-leagues, that
“awakened China' is, like other States, a
suspicious ingrate with new confidence of
strength, and that some such terms .at
Portsmouth and Pekin were after all in-
evitable. Meanwhile cleavage between
Ministry and nation became a chasm. -Un-

‘ugually late assembly and the long New .

Year vacation of the Diet allowed the Min-
istry unhindered to bring negotiations for
cnding war to a close. Then, even before
Baron Komura was back from Pekin, it
‘adroitly passed the reins of Government
over to the Saionji Ministry, and _so
smoothed the way for post-bellum read-
Justments

The change of Ministry before the Diet
could strike a blow deftly dissipated a
pent-up storm. Many things favored the
smooth and rapid working of the Diet, and

gave an amazing sum of legislative grist. -
en-

The new. premier, Marquis Saionji,
joys -the twofold prestige of liberal views
and -aristocratic associations.
Marquis Ito as head .of the Seiyukai
(Friends of' the Constitution), he was sure
of devoted support by the strongest po-
litical party—for in Japanese politics per-
sonal attachments have greatest weight.
By a catholic choice of colleagues,_ he

avoided the resentment of thosewhooppose

party government, and also conciliated a
variety of influential interests. While oth-
ers had sharply criticised the recent policy
of the Katsura Cabinet, he kept an “open
mind,” and rather upheld the unpopular
measures as unavoidable. Aid and sym-
pathy, won by his tactful leadership, made
expeditious and fruitful what was expected
to be a stormy and intractable Diet.
In, presenting and explaining the budget,
both Premier and Finance Minister disarm-

ed opposition by the frank avowal that the

new Ministry had perforce adopted the
budget of its predecessor, dnd so could be
responsible only for its execution; that for
want of time it had -been unable to shape
post-bellum plans for industrial and com-
mercial expansion.. In its main features,
the budgetary scheme includes the budget
proper, which is divided into ordinary and
extraordinary parts; two supplementary
budgets to cover deficits; a special supple-
ment to complete the war budget, which is
treated as a unit; a bill to continue the
special war taxes; and a bill to create a
sinking fund for extinguishing the war
debts—the last two features being em-
bodied in separate laws. ‘With only slight
changgs, this scheme was made law. In
the normal budget and in each supplemen-
tary budget, some part of the expenditures
had been paid and some part of the loans
placed by authority of Imperial decree.
Furtherm@re, the war policy of economy by
postponing public works of less urgent na-
ture was continued, and the sums so saved
were used to bilance budgetary accounts.
But, as much analysis and detail would be
confusing, a summary statément of the

Aﬂsc.al year.

- figure in the budgets.

Successor of -

main results- will best show post-bellum
flscal measures and conditions. .

The first supplementary budget covers,
out of Treasury surplus, a war. contingent
fund deficit of 7.2 million yen for the last
The second supplementary -
budget pays another deficit of 46.7 million
yen, v'iz., 43.35 millions debt redemption
paid-from the last foreign loan, and 3.36
m'illions military pensions and sundry ex-
penses paid from Treasury surplus. The
war supplementary budget borrows 450.45
million yen to pay costs of repatriating
troops, military and naval rewards, enter-~
prises in Mantchuria and Korea, and defi~
cits caused by rising prices. Of this sum,
88 millions had been borrowéd, leaving 6nly
362.45 millions to be placed. Furthermore,
in connection with the purposes of the first
supplementary and the war supplementary
budgets, payments of 28.8 and ‘60 millions
respectlvely had already been made by au-
thority of Imperial decree, and so do not
All the supplemen-
tary budgets were voted as proposed. ‘

In the normal budget, the main change
made inthe Government proposals was a re-
duction of five milljons in expenditures for
army and navy restorations, and a corre-
sponding reduction in the amount of loans
required to balance the budget. As adopt-
ed by the Diet, the normal budget for
1906-07 balances thus:

Revenue. Expenditure,
-Yen. Yen.

Ordipary ............... 391,186,958 354,925,475
Extraordinary ........... 96,711,614 132,973,097
Total 487,898,572 487,898,672

The  ordinary revenues are drawn from
taxes, stamp and.custom duties—together
278.3 millions; from Government en-

-terprises and property 104.4 millions (to-

bacco ‘monopoly 30.3 millions, salt monop-
oly 26.3 millions, railways 10.1 millions,
posts ‘and telegraphs 30.2 millions, forests
5 millions, convict labor 1 million), from
interest and income from special funds 6
millions, from miscellaneous 2.5 millions.
Extraordinary revenues include mainly 14.2
millions yielded by the sale of state prop-'.
erties, 2.2 millions taken from the forestry
fund, 2.9 millions miscellaneous, and a bal-
ance of 75.8 millions raised by loans..

On the side of’ expenditure, the most
striking fact is its increase. Put beside the

‘average expenditures for the last three

years before the war (1902 1904), the facts’
are (milhon yen):

Yearly average. Budget,

1902-04.  1906-07: Increase.

Ordinary .......... 167.1 354.9 187.8
Extraordinary ...... 101.5 133. 31.6
Total. .ovevnrnnns 268.6 487.9 219.3

To the increase of ordinary expenditure
the war added directly 172.5 million yen,
viz., sinking fund for war-debt interest and
redemption 110 millions, pensions and an-
nuities 32 millions, expansion of the army
10 millions, for the navy 4.9 millions, posts
and telegraphs in Korea and Mantchuria
and Saghalien 1.7 millions, costs of salt mo-
nopoly and tax collectlon 14.6 millions.
‘These expenses must ¢ontinue thirty years
or more. Of the extraordinary expenditure,’
the war gave rise to 79.5 millions, which
go through a contingent fund to army and
navy restorations (45 millions), establish=
ment and maiﬂt_enance of garrisons in
Mantchuria and Korea (20 millions), and
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sundry purposes.

About 40 millions of this ,

and additional e}ipEndif;urcs. must be adopt-

that their failure would cause the Finance

SUm Tepresent instalments—on-—expendiz

‘tures which must continue for at -least sixjf .

years. Other extraordinary expenditures
are likewise of a recurring nature. Hencé
the normal budget of the next six years;
if constructed on the basis of the presen
‘budget, would require at least 93 ‘million
yen yearly extraordinary expenditure, thu_s
making a prospective yearly total expendi:
ture of 447.9 million yen, 4. e, an excéss
over the average for the years 1902-1904 of
179.3 millions. With.no change of reve-
nues, that would mean after this year a.
yawning deficit of some 50 millions. §

But in fact the present budget was con;
structed mainly on the basis of retrenchf—
ment adopted during the war. For new
subsidies and enterprises and for resuming
works suspended in the war, it appropri}
ates only-about 10 million yen.

commercial expansion—long and much talkf-

ed about—are promised by the Ministry.

for the next session of the Diet, and they
" must.entail enlarged expenditures.
‘the capital of the permanent funds which
was used for the war should by law be re-
stored. The Finance Minister informed the
Diet that the Government could not now
see its way to replenish those funds. Pre-
sumably, it will soon try to do so. In the
face of all these facts, increase seems more

likely than any reduction of expenditures -
Meanwhile, the 16

in the next few years.
millions 'this year obtained from the sale
of war prizes will in the future fall away
from the present amount of extraordinary
income. _Also, a loan of 75.8 million yen
‘was needed to balance the present mormal
“"budget. .

In brief, the financial situation presented
to the Diet in the budgetary sch_eme was
this. The war-adds to-the bonded debt
over 1,800 million yen, with yearly interest
charges. (after proposed. conversions are
made) of 82% millions. To pay this in-
" terest and cancel-the principal, the Govern-
.rixent proposed to set aside a yearly sum
of? 110 ‘millions as a sinking fund.. War
pén_sions and annuities, military .expansion
-and other new needs require an additional
yearly ‘recurring sum. of 62.5 millions. As

- a resource to meet this 172.5 millions of
yearly- recurring expendjture, it was,pre-
posed to perpe’tuate the new and increased
war taxes, with an expanded yield of about
160 millions, and to draw the remaining 12.5
mllllons from the Treasury surplus. JAgain,
in .the extraordinary part of the normal
budget, the war causes an expenditure of
79.5 million yen for army and navy restora-
tions, for creation ahd maintenance of gar-
risons abroad-.and sundry purposes. For

this year, that expense is covered by sums ,

obtamed from the sale of war prizes and
by loans B‘ut. about 40 millions of this sum
must recur yearly for six 'years,’
source .of revenue now exists to cover it
after this year. The net result therefore is,

that the normal budget this year could be |
balanced only by ‘borrowing 75.8 million

yen aud that at least 40 miilions of the
sum so covered must recur yearly for snx
years. But from the normal budget s0
balanced, the continued policy of retrench-
ment has eliminated the l1éss urgentexpendi-
tures by postﬁon'mg the execution of works
for which they were plannéd. Furthermore,
Cit is ¢commonly’ understood that schemes
for post= bellum expanswn

AN

Besides, '
the gchemes for post-bellum industrial and'

Finally,_

‘thus to deal with the war debt.

and no

involving new '

ey tneTnextyear suoietT

The whole scheme thus outlined is now
law, buf it was a Big and bitter pill. In
three points especially it was.assailed by
Diet and press, viz., the creation of a sink-

ing fund, the continuation of. the war taxes,

and the resort to loans for balancing the
normal budget. The sinking fund of 110
millions is solely to pay-interest, and in
about thirty years to cancel the principal
of the war debt. Many thought it unwise
thus to pledge a yearly sum equal to 65 per
cent. of. the whole ordinary revenue just
before the war. It would hamper fiscal ad-
ministration, put on the people unduly
heavy burdens, surrender control of re-
sources ‘'which might at times be more ad-
vantageously used, restrict the power by
limiting the means for post-bellum expan-
gsion. Such an engagement now was hasty,
because fiscal readjustments are not yet
clear and settled. - Worst of all was the
means to maintain the sinking fund, viz,,
to” continue the hastily devised and tem-

porary war taxes en bloc, and still to bal}

ance the normal budget with new-‘loans—a
course that would injure the nation’s credit
more than the sinking fund would raise it.
Finally, the Opposition was irritated by
the report that the Government had, with-
out authority of the Diet, through its finan-
cial agent in England, stated its intention
Against
perpetuation of the war taxes, it was urged
that they were hastily devised and contain-
ed some specially bad features; that the
nration accepted them with slight consid-
eration or discu$sion, from patriotic mo-
tives and becau_se‘_of the clear provision
that they should end within a stated time
after the end of war; that to continue them
without revision was to break faith with
the people after their loyal support of the
war, and deliberately to fix on a heavily
taxed peof)le a radically bad scheme of
taxes.
Ministry props up its bad financial scheme
b‘y.ba.lancing the normal budget with loans
which seemingly must be récurrent. Hence,
in their opinion, the sinking fund to main-
tain the nation’s credit.rests partly on a
bad tax systém and partly on recurrent
loans. In short, the Go'vernment_proboses

Finally, the critics argued that the’

to pay its debts and provide means- for’

expansion by 'making more debts. This
leads Count Okuma and others to deprecate
“the present Government’s loan policy.”

In reply to anxious questions in commit-

tee—for there and in party councils the
struggle was decided—the Government said
that the sinking fund was absolutely neces-

with foreigners; that it would be efficacious
in doing so; that such’ maintenance of

sary to maintain national credit, especially

credit was needful both to bear the war |

burdens and to get means for future ex-
pansion; that'continuation of the war taxes
was an indispensable support for the sink-
ing fund and other new expenditures;
the Govemment would seek new sources of
revenue to substltute for loans in fhe fu-
ture normal budget; that, while the Govern-
ment regretted the necessity of both meas-
ures, there was no other way out of the
rresent 51tuat10n, that therefore the cre-

ation of a sinking fund and the continuation -

of the war taxes were the main basis of the
pre_sm.l. budget and of future financial pol-
icy. The Government pres.:ed these meas-
ures with all 1ts power, and it was rumored

that

.aprropriation to pay the costs.

Minister—to-resign

Strong.elements_of_op-

positicn in all the political parties brought,
a;s usual, a compromise. The Lower House
agreed to-pass the measures. The Mlmstry
agreed to appoint a compreheualvel, rep-
rescntative tax commission which should
make cxliaustive investigation and ‘report -
within two years a scheme for tax revi-
sion, the Ministry to ask this Diet for an
The ap-
propriation to pay the costs of a tax com-
mission was, however, rejected by the Up-
per House. Meanwhile the budgetary
scheme became law. This is in. itself a
t‘eat for Japan’s budget is usually born in
travails~sometimes with-the aid of the Em-
peror’s prestige; and sometimes it is still-
born, being, by constitutional proviston.for
failure of the -Diet to act, merely a con-
tinuation of the last year’s budget.

A few other facts will complete the sur-

vey ‘of Japan’s financial condition as shaped

by the new budget. After deducting from
the loans authorized in normal and ail sup-
plementary budgets those which had
already been raised, there remained a total
of about 425 million yen to be borrowed.
The Finance Minister hinted that the in-
demmty receivable from Russia for prizon-
efs’ maintenance might be used to reduce
this sum. But, assuming that the whole
423 millions are floated at 5 per =ant. at
home. then Japan’s national debt will by
pregent plans take this approximate form:

DEBT GROWING OUT OF THE

WAR WITH
RUSSIA.
. © Amount Yearly interest
. ) (million yen). (milllon yen)
Foreign bonds @4%% ....... 600. T 2T,
Foreign bonds @4% ......... 500. 20.
Home bonds: @3% .....c..... 705 35.25
. Total war debt .......... 1,805. 82.25

DEBT NOT.CONNECTED WITH TH'E RECE\T

. WAR
Forelgn bonds @4% ......... 100. 4.
Home bonds @5%..... about 475.° 23.75
Total of other debt ...... 575. 27.76
+ Grand total nntional debt.".2,380. 100.00

Of the above debt not connected with .the
war, two blocks of “Home bonds” aggre-
gating 93 millions were in the past sold in
London. Of the war debt, “Home” ¢ per
cents, which are being converted into 5
per cents, were s0ld abroad to the amount
of about 130 million yen. The new sinking,
fund to deal with the new war debt and
o her existing provisions to pay th=2 debt
nol connected -with the recent war will, it
th? plans are carried out, extinguish-the
whole national debt within the next thirty-
fi7e years.

To sum up, Japan’s first post -bellum in-
ventory shows, as liabilities, her deht
quadrupled by a net addition of ‘1,800 mil-
lion yen, her yearly éxpenditures almost
doubled, most revenue organs hard-worked,
her financiers still seeking' some nzeldfal
revenue resources. As assets, she finds still
growing trade and industries, a larger ficld
with much natural wealth, release from
some overhanging dangers, an .al::t Cov-
ernment and people, a new nafional con-
sciousness, credit and prestige. For her,
the fruits of. war weigh heavily .in both
scales, E. H. VICKERS.
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Notes.

. We learn, pleasurably .for the author’s
sake, that Mr. James Ford Rhodes’s great
task, a history of the United States from
1850, is now closed with two final volumes
which will appear in November (Macmil-
. lan). As it stands and may stand, it covers
a little’ more than a quarter of a century,
. for Mr. Rhodes has receded from his orig-
inal intention. to make 1885 his goal, and

- ends instead with 1877—that is to say, with |

the culmination of the reform movement

‘which thwarted Grant’s third-term adven-

ture, which signally revived .in 1884 and

again in 1892, and has since been nearly
dormant except sporadically.

- A new translation of the Arabic fables

known as the ‘Kalilah wa Dimnah’ is at

present in course of preparation by Prof.

Morris Jastrow, jr., of the University of

Pennsylvania, together with® two of. his

students,

Mr. Ellwood Austin Welden. Though thé

work is rapidly progressfng, the book can

scarcely be finished before a year or so.

The authors expect to make a comparison
© of the text of the Beirut edition, on which
their translation .is based, with the other
Arabic versions, and later to compare the
Arabic with the Sanskrit, Syriac, and He-
brew’s recensions. The book, when com-
pleted, will make two volumes, the first
being devoted exclusively to the trans-
lation, and the second containing a gen-
eral introduction, together with notes and
illustrative material bearing on the text.
- The University of Chicago Press is on the
point of publishing ‘The Legislative History
of Naturalization in the United States,
by Frank George Franklin.

‘The Mother of Clubs: Caroline M. Sey-
mour Séverance: An Estimate and an Ap-
preciation,” edited by Ellen Giles Ruddy,
will issue from the Baumgardt Publishing
Company, Los Angeles, Cal.

_The -“World’s Classics” of the Oxford
University Press are to be augmented by
a -thin-paper pocket edition of Shakspere
in. seven volumes or thereabouts, the text
edited by Mr. Watts-Dunton, who supplies
also a preface and-a bibliography to each
play, while Mr. Swinburne will give an in-
troductory discourse on Shakspere and his
art. A part of the set will appear in the
autumn.

The seeker after out-of-the-way knowl-
edge will find much satisfaction in the ‘Al-
legations for Marriage Licenses Issued by
the Commissary Court- of Surrey-between
1673 and 1770,’¢t}ranscribed from the origi-
nal documents. Of the said allegations,
those dating from the year 1674 to the
year 1692 are bound up in-a volume pre-
served in the Faculty Office; for all the
later ones it has been necessary to exam-
ine the original records, many of them in a
very dirty and dilapidated state. It is reck-
oped that there must be at least 9,800 of
them in the MS. and not less than 20,000
names. The contracting parties appear to
‘have belonged to every rank in social life,
almost every town and village in Surrey
being represented. A large number of the
names known in past times in the Surrey
parishes will be found in the collection.
The book will be put out by Messrs. Goose
& Son, No. 19 Rampart Horse Street, Nor-
wich, in an edition limited to 100 copies.

Forewarned, forearmed. The f_u's-t-fruits

the Rev. William J. Hinke and.

‘1742 she married Edward Montagu;

of the lesson taught by the destructive fire
in the Library of the University of Turin
is a facsimile reproduction of a’ surviving
codex, ‘Il Messale Minjato del Card. Nicold
Roselli (detto il Cardinale d’Aragona).’
The prospectus of this enterprise, which is
under the direction of the Royal Academy
of Sciences of Turin, proceeds from the
firm of Fratelli Boeca in that city (New
York; Lemcke & Buechner). The reproduc-
tion promises to be in all respects gener-
ous, as befits a codex of such importance’ m
the history of miniature illumination.

A second edition of Thomas Gold Frost’s
‘Incorporation’ and Organization of Cor-
porations’ (Boston: Little, Brown & Co.)
brinigs the book—a very good one for its
purpose—down to January 1, 1906 (it was in
1905 that the first edition appeared). What
has made a new edition necessary has been
“the material changes made in the Busi-
ness Corporation Acts” by State legisla-
tures in a single winter.” The author has
revised his forms and added five hundred
cases. His Digest of Incorporation Acts
covers one-third of the book; it begins to
look, therefore, as if an annual reissue
would be called for. One of the White
Man’s most serious burdens is his State
legislatures. It is, of course,- monstrous
that mcor'poratlon acts should be contmu-
ally overhauled and changed as they are—
frequently m the interest of jobbery. A
rational and well-drawn act ought to last
for a generation at least.

‘Fiscal Reform: Speeches delivered by the
Right Hon. Arthur James Balfour, M.P.,
from June, 1880, to December, 1905’ (Long-
mans), betrays further on in the title the
politico-~ controversial quallty Wthh per-
tains to this volume of neally 300 pages.
It embodles to wit, also ““a reprint of the

pamphlet ‘Economic Notes on .Insular Free

Trade,” and letters from and to the Right
Hon., J. Chamberlain, M.P. (September, |
1903).” The author offers it as a time-

saving work -of reference, and while it
would suggest and bear a great deal of
comment, we think none is necessary. Its
place 1s in the hands of party men 1n Eng-
land and in libraries generally.

Similar remarks are in order respect-
ing ‘Lord Curzon in India: Being a Selec-
tion from his Speeéhes as Viceroy and
Governor-General of India, 1898-1905’ (Mac-
mxllan), which has, what is lacking in Mr.
Balfour’ s collection, explanatory notes, an
index, and a portrait. This volume is much
larger, too—of double the size, ‘in fact, and
is, more mamfestly a dlsplaced statesman’s

apologla Lord Curzons_polltlcal future,
granted health, is likety to outshine Mr.
Balfour’s. His. selected speeches are for

those who have to reckon with him in
domestic pohtlcs and agam for alI libra-
ries.

Mrs. Elizabeth (Robinson) Montagu (1720-
1800) was a great lady in London, where she
had a salon, knew everybody, and was
called “Queen of the Bluestockings.” In
who

died in 1775; he and the husband of the

more famous Lady Mary Wortley Montagu |

were cousins. Elizabeth has a small place
in literary history as author of an Essay
on Shakspere (1769), answering Voltafre,
and of three ‘‘Dialogues of the Dead” .in
Lord Lyttelton’s book, but chiefly by four
volumes of her Letters, published in 1810
and 1813 by her nephew, Lord Rokeby. Her

-‘grqat-_great niece, Mrs. Emily J. Climenson,

has now edited, with- great diligence, her
correspondence to 1761, and so much more
than edited it that the two handsome and
liberally illustrated volumes (E. P. Dut-
ton & Co.) might be.styled a memoir, Ac-
cording to this filial biographer, her sub-
ject was a wholly admirable person, ‘pur-
est of the pure,” beloved by her depen-
dents, and ‘“‘adored by men of all opinions.”
“She was ‘one of the first people to insti-
tute Sunday schools. She was as interested
in-Betty’s rheumatism as she was in the
conversation of a duke or a duchess; a
discussion with bishops and Gilbert West
on religion, or with Eme}‘son on mathe-
matics, or Elizabeth Carter on Epictetus,
all came alike to her gifted nature.” Yet
this publication will hardly add to her
laurels, for, though it contaihs letters vfrom
Burke, Johnson, Sterne, Young, and othelj .
eminences, it offers little beyond everyday
gossip. Thus, the numerous references to
Conyers Middleton, his books and. his
\vlves include nothing more vital than his’
deathbed comment on the uselessness of
medicines, .and Mrs. Montagu’s complamt
(1751) of “‘an- insolence in the booksellers,

4 set of wretches that live by other
people’s wits,” in proposing to print by
subscription his works, for which they had
paid his widow £300. More elaborate is this
sarcasm (1740) on "her connection, Lady
Mary: “She is a woman of great family
merit; she has banished her children, aban- .
doned’ her husband.” Mrs. Climenson has
all her great—grez'lt aunt’s letters (between
7,000 -and 10,000), enough to fll “a large
bookcase’’-if printed entire. As she intends
to .handle the rest of them (probably the
great majority) from .1761 to 1800, we may
hope it will be done with stern compres-
sion.

The latest issue of ‘“Newnes’ Art Li-
brary’’ (Frederick Warne. & Co.), devoted
to Fra Angelico, is true to type. There are

the usual large ‘number of fairly good re-

productions of works by the_artist and the
usual unimportant text, and there is no
perceptible improvement in arrangement.
It will be neither more nor less useful than
its predecessors.

‘The Drawings of David Cox,” as publlsh-
ed in the Newnes-Scribner: ‘“Modern Mas-
ter Draughtsmen,” will -hardly :add to the
reputation of an artist already -much: ovel‘;' i
rated, at least in England. As a man, Cox
was deserving of .affection and admiration,
but his art is only a bon ordinaire.

Cox is one of “The.English Water CGolor
Painters’ treated of by A. J. Finberg'in his
little book on that subject in the Duck-
worth-Dutton ‘Popular Library of Art.”
and Mr. Finberg treats him sanely, but the
author’s remarks about Turnér are more
novel. Briefly, he maintains that much
c:;f Turner’s later work was dominated by
the desire for immediate effectiveness; that
it made him vastly popular and successful
at the expense of some of the finer qualities
of his art; and that it is as far as possible
from being the natural expression of his
personality indulged in in spite of public
misunderstanding. ‘‘He wishes either to
conciliate, or to astonish, or to flout his’
audience,” and produced little work of
pure 1nsp1rat10n most of it being tinged
with wilfulhess and theatricality. The il-.
lustrations tend to reinforce the judgment
of the reviewer that, taken all in all, John
Sell Cotman was the finest artist among

~E11g1Aish landscape painters.



