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The VVeek.

The tariff question has been so wisely
and so definitely settled, the mouths of
the remonstrants have been so emphat-
ically stopped, the ultimate consumer
has been so unmistakably persuaded of
his own non-existence, and the country’s
desire to be let alone has been so forci-
bly expressed, that just three months
after the enactment of the wisest, saf-
est, and best tariff measure this coun-
try has ever known, the standpat cham-
pions are facing the dread possibility
of a reopening of the tariff discussion in
Congress. That the call to battle is
sounded from within the ranks of true
believers in Aldrich and Cannon, only
makes the situation worse. The pros-

«pect of a tariff war with Canada is both-
ering the Administration. The men who
shape our tariff laws for us have so got
into the habit of ta.king for granted the
submission of a free and valorous people
that the possibility of a foreign nation
refusing to do likewise seems scarcely
to have entered into their comscious-
ness. Hence we have the challenge to
Canada, flung oui in sublime ingdiffer
ence to the fact that to-day Canada can
get on better without us than we with-
out her. We sell Canada manufaciures
nowadays and buy raw products from
her. War with such an opponent would
mean that our protected interests had
been robbed in the house of their friends.

There was an undeniable appropriate-
ness in asking Speaker Cannon to make
an address before the Knife and Fork
Club of Kansas City. He has always
been able to rival the gentleman whom
Thackeray saw dining on a Mississippi

steamboat, and of whom the novelist

testified that “the play of his knife was
fearful”; while the fork that the Sﬁeak-
er uses is by preference a pitchfork. He
had glorious sport in describing the in-
surgent Repub'icans as so many - Luci-
fers flung. over . the battlements of
Heaven. If they are not “read out-of
the party”—and Mr. Cannon denies that
he has attempted to read them out—
they ought, ‘hé declares, t_o\ take It,hem:
selves out and no longer remain as so
marny traitors in the camp. What the

Speaker would like is a nice little, tight
little party, in which discipline would
always be perfect, and in which no
members would have such queasy stom-
achs as not to be able to swallow his al-
liances with Tammany, and his other
‘Whether such a party
could ever carry an eléction or not, is a
question with which the Speaker does
not vex his righteous soul. But he is
going to be the most loyal supporter of
President Taft, let no man doubt of that.
On this poin_t, Uncle Joe’'s words were

pretty ways.

eff{lsiVe to the point of being suspicious.

The gathering of eleven hundred New
Yorkers at the dinner of the Economic
Club, last Monday night, to listen to the
exposition of the Monetary Commis-
sion’s work and purposes by its chair-
man, was a most wholesome sign of the
times. Remodelling of a bank and cur-
rency system is commonly esteemed a
dry and technical topic, and a long ad-
dress on that theme, in which the prob-
lem itself is canvassed without even
specific discussion of the political pro-
gramme of the Commission, is not what
is usually classed as material for an af-
ter-dinner speech. Yet this large audi-
ence listened with the closest attention
to Senator Aldrich’s analysis of banking
practices as the Commission had found
them here and abroad. Senator Aldrich
trankly stated that no banking bill has
yet been drawn up for Cﬁngfessional
consideration, and that in fact the Mone-
tary Commission itself has mnot yet
agreed, even in principle, on the solu-
tion which it will recommend. Thlat
Senator Aldrich personally favors a Cen-
tral Bank of Issue has long been known,
and was easily to be inferred from his
address, notwithstanding the fact that
he carefully abstained from recommend-
ing that recourse as a probable solu-
tion. - Our readers are aware of our own
teeling that the plan of a Central Bank
must be approached with the 1_1tmost
caution and reserve, until three 1mpor-
tant considerations " have  been. made
clear, viz., its actual relations to exist-
ing '.banks, its possible relation to poli-
tics, and the question not omly of its
nominal but of ‘its ce_rtain indepen-
dence of promoting. and speculating in-

fluences in finance. We do not feel our-

selves ready to subscribe unreservedly

to Mr. Aldrich’s conclusion that, be-
cause the central banks of England,
France, and Germany have no political
entanglements, therefore a central bank
of the United States could have none.
Nor, until we know how such immunity
is to be guaranteed, should we feel con-

fident in the freedom of such an insti-

tution from the influences which have
at times so l‘ialefully perverted the func-
tions of our life insurance companiés
and even of our banking institutions.

In answer to the question, “Will Con-
gress investigate the Sugar Trust?”’
Representative Payne is quoted as say-
ing: ’

I don’t think it will. The matter is bé-
ing pretty thoroughly investigated now.
An investigation by Congress will depend
on whether the Federal district attorney

cannot do it more effectively than Con-
gress.

But this is not at all the question. If
investigation at this
time would involve any risk of interfer-
ing with the effectiveness of the crim-
inal prosecutions, it should by all means
be put off to a later day; but the prose-
cutions, while the most urgent thifig
now in hand, cannot possibly cover all
the ground of this pdrtentous scandal,
and cannot in some respects search ‘as
deeply. We all hope that Mr. Stimson
may succeed in getting one or more of
the real criminals—the big men in the
Trust—behind the bars, but it is only
too certain that a great part of the ras-
cality will prove to be beyond the reach
of legal punishment. The country has
a right to know the full truth of the
case, and to fix the guilt of those respon-
sible for this great body of corruption,
both in business and in politics. Con-
gress only can bring out this truth. Sen-
ator Culberson and Senator Borah have
declared most emphatically for a Con-
gressional investigation, and theré is
every reason to expect that it will be
urged upon the Senate. The only prop-
er qualification of the demand is that

a Congressional

‘expressed by Senator Borah, that it
should be made subject to the -necessi- -

ties of effective prosecution.of the crim-
inal cases. '

The State Department’s “waiting” at-
titude towards Nicaragua is rather a pe- -

‘culiar policy, if its purposes are as pub-
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licly given. The chances of Zelaya’s
being kicked out of the Presidency by
HEstrada are considered so good at Wash-
ington that it has been decided to let
Estrada avenge upon his rival the exe-
_cution of the two Americans, Cannon
and Groce. This is in strange contrast
with the earlier announcements of the
awful things we were going to do to
The State Department at that
“time had a good section of the press be-
“hind it. If, backed up by popular opin-

Zelaya.

ion, Washington has as yet done no-
thing, the implication is that it has in-
sufficient information to proceed on, or

that the information it has secured does |

The
‘American soldier of fortune and profes-

not make out a good case for us.

sional trouble-maker is not the proud-
"est product of our civilization in tropi-
cal countries. If Spanish-American revo-
lutions were not so plenteously officered’
by natives of this country, and if Span-
ish-American revolutions were not so
frequently backed by the sympathies and
money of American residents, there
might be fewer upheavals in Spanish-
America. If Groce and Cannon belong-
ed to the stormy petrel class, our hands
"are by so much weakened. If their ex-
ecution was a Violatipn of international
‘law, the State Department should de-
mand reparation without delegating
Estrada to get it for us.

Interested as w.e have long been in the
modernization of the navy yards, we
have. felt that any reform to be thor-
oughgoing must begin with the Depart-
_ment itself—that is, with the eight bu-
reaus. Now Secretary Meyer strikes a
A genuine blow at the faults of the bureau
system by planning to abolish one of
:them in its entirety—the Bureau of
Equipment——aﬁd grouping all the others
‘,in two divisions. In one of these are
placed all the bureaus dealing with the
) humén material of the navy, the Bureau
_of Navigation, the Bureau of Medicine
_and Surgery, the office of the Judge-
‘Advocate-General, and the Bureau of
Supplies and Accounts. In the ofher
are to be found the Bureaus of Steam
Bngineering, of Yards and Docks, of
: Construction and Repair, and of Ord-
“nance. This change has repeatedly been
l urgéd by Sécretaries of the Navy gn(_l

boards of officers, and cannot be too

_highly commended from the point of
view. of theory. 'Whether a closer co-

any event, to be maintained.

bureaus and both divisions will be ob-
tained under' the new system, time alone
will show. But Mr. Meyer .is not con-
tent with thus stirring up the ‘“moss-
backs” of the Navy Department. He has
created a long-needed division of inspec-
tion and a division of operations of the
fleet which will, it'is to be hoped, pro-
vide for the systematic training of the
crews and their officers in minor and
advanced tactics. Abolishing the Board
of Construction, which has -been of little
use save to formulate and demand of
Congress great schemes of naval expan-
sion, Mr. Meyer has provided an “ad-
visory council” of four officers, the chiefs
of the four divisions of material, person-
nel, inspection, and dperations, who will
become de facto a.small “general staff”
for the Secretary.  Both in the Civil
War and in that with Spain it was hec-
essary to create such a council after the
outbreak of war.
arrangement will place enormous power
in the hands of the four “aides” to the
Secretary, as the new advisers aré to be
caliéd. But here,
will depend upon the

Unquestionably, this

again, everything
unselfishness
and devotion of the men in the highest

places.

In the navy yards, Mr. Meyer has
compromised. He has not adopted the
Newberry reforms in toto, which seem-
ed to us based on common-sense and ac-
cepted business practice. He has instead
established two divisions in the mnavy
yards, one ‘of hull and one of machin-
It is.only fair to add that this is
in line with some foreign practice, and
that the head of each division will re-
port to the officer in charge of the ‘navy
yard, who is, hereafter, to be‘ chosen
with an eye to his especial qualifica-
tions. It would obviously be unfair to
the Swift Board and to Mr. Meyer to
pass upon this plan before it has had a
advantages.

ery.

chance to demonstrate its
A single
must always be superior
theory.
practice, the navy-yard situation war-
rants a division. Great economies and
a marked increase in efficiency accom-

department
to two,
seen if,

manufacturing
in

It remains to be in

panied the Newberry pian, and ought, in

We are
glad to note, therefore, that the installa-
tion of a modern bookkeeping system is
to be con_tinl_led_; and that technical offi-
cers will bé kept at.the head of the

R ordihation and codperation of all the|navy-yard divisions.

There is one resource which might
and should be availed of to make such
horrors as that of the Cherry mine im-
possible. The Department of Commerce
and Labor would be exercising a fune-
tion that is wholly salutary, and would
be performing a plain duty, if it insti-
tuted a thoroughgoing investigation of
the subject, and laid down the condi-
tions which ought to be insisted on by
the laws of every State in order to se-
cure proper protection for the lives of
the miners. The practice of other coun-
tries, especially Germany, is far ahead
of ours, and American public opinion, if
authoritatively informed on the subject,
would insist that the present conditions
The plea that
the expense of taking proper measures
would be prohibitory may safely be pro-
nounced worthless in advance. With the
many

should no longer exist.

agencies concentrating public
opinioh- upon the right treatment of
problems of this kind, there can be no
doubt that, with the guidance of the
Federal Qovernment, the necessary leg-
islation could ‘be secured in all our min-

ing States.

The defeat of the proposed prohibition
amendment in Alabama, known as the
Comer amendment, is important as the
first serious setback sustained by the
anti-saloon wave which has swept .over
the South in the past few years. The
it is decisive, being
reported as more than 20,000 in a total
vote of about 100,000. The political pres-
tige of Gov. Comer, and the political fu.
ture of Judge Weakley, whom he had
fixed upon as his successor, were stak-
ed on the issue, and the contest wag in-
tense.

majority against

The result is one more illustra-
tion of the fact that -sudden changes
in fundamental matters are seldom so
complete as they seem on the surface,
and that it is wise to allow time for the
setting in. of a reaction before conclud-
A
special interest attaches to the outcome

ing that the change is permanent.

on account of the reported intention of
Mr. Bryan to declare for prohibition as
a paramount issue. First rate “para-
mounts” are rare birds, and the Nebraska,
gentleman will have to wait a long time
before he can catch another as lively as
was the silver paramount under the pe-
culiar conditions of 1896.

Gov. Fort’s strong opposition to the
establishment near Lakewood, New Jer-
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of l.n.ClPie!lt @%.S.es Qf tubercu.l,qs.l,s. un-
doubtedly reflects local sentiment. Peo-
ple everywhere resist the building near
them of hospitals for the treatment of

infectious diseases. The Lakewood pro-

test is only one of many of the kind."

Our readers will recall how strenuous'y
the proposal to found a hogpital for con-
sumpt1ves in Sulllvan Couunty was, with-
stood by the residents there.
natural, but it is none the, less unreason-
able, and, we might almost say, inhu-
man

This, is

.The danger is greatly exaggerat-
ed in all such cases. Under proper regu-
lation the exposure to, infection is very
slight. But even if it were not, can we
deprive sufferers of what may be their
one chance for life?
thing that our very scientific advance in |
the knowledge of the causes and nature
of maladies like tuberculosis seems to
implant a new instinct of dread or
cruelty regarding those afilicted. No
one hesitated in the old days of ignor-
ance to care for consumptives under
conditions which were far more danger-
ous to others than the location of a pre-
ventorium near-by could possibly in-
The change to the modern ‘aver-

It is a lamentable

volve.

sion and alarm is neither pleasing nor |
It makes the tender mer-|

creditable.
cies of science to look cruel.

The report of football casualties for
the last day of the season is seven se-
verely injured, of whom three may die.
Five, of the. ageidents occurred in a sin
gle. Western game, in Wh,i.‘?t.! the p_lay-
ers. evidently took football seriously.
They, have at. least rendered a service
in giving & final demonstration of the
dapger of the present game. But there
should be no let up in the agitation for
a radical overhauling of the rules be-
cause the season is over. The Rules
Committee’s meetlngs are. held in De-

cember and January, and the final

changes are sometlmes not made, until

well into, the sprlng Hence the neces-
s1ty for keepmg after the committee |
from now on in order that they shall
not be decelved into thmkmg that the
outcry durlng the playmg season was
merely newspaper agltatlon and pubhc
Never before has the feehng
'agamst football been S0 deep and wide-

hysterla

spread never have the college authorl-

ties heard more dlrectly and fre-
quently frorn alumm and parents of stu-

dents,

Mr. -Roogevelt’s- words of. congratu1a~
tion- . on .- Commander. Peary’s  achieye-
ment should bring -home - to: Deople’s
minds the true question_ that has been
raised by -]‘)‘r. Cook’s claims. The mat-
ter at issue has been no ordinary affair
of personal rivalry; it was something in
which all the world, and especially .this

country, had a real stake. I am inex-

pressibly rejoiced,” writes Mr. Roosevelt,

“at his [Peary’s] wonderful  triumph,

’
and. proud beyond measure as an Amer-

ican that this—one of the great feats of |
the ages—should have been -performed |
by a fellow-countryman of ours.” This
is the feeling with which we should all
have been filled, and which would have
been echoed throughout the world, had
not attention been turned -from the
glory of the achlevement to the ques-
tlon of the genuineness of Dr. Cooks
asserted priority.
ever to reéstablish the - state of mind
that would naturally have prevailed . in
‘the absence of this controversy; the
thing has been hopelessly cheapened and
‘belittled. This injury, not simply to

It will be impogsible

.Peary, but to all the world, and espe-

cially to all Americans, Cook has done
by his imposture, if he is an impostor. |

Though the weight of numbers in the
‘House of Lords was thrown agajnst the |/
budget by a vote of 350 to 75,
not be denied that. the weight of,
‘gument in the
been decidedly against both the con-
stitutionality and the wisdom of re-
jection.. No one more
legal authority than Lord James ot Here-
ford, and this emlnent Conservatlve
made a reasomed protest against the
‘plan of the majority of the peers, When
-we reckon in, Lord Cromer,l Lord Bal- |
four of Burleigh, and Lord Rosebery, on
the same side, we begin to see what a
preponderance of intellect and‘states-
lmanship the “lords from the wild” were
counted upon to, swamp by mere number
of coronets The spectacle lends pomt
to the _contention of the Conservatlve
.Dazly Telegraph that the House of Lords
rought to be reconstituted in such.a way
that really able peers should not be
swept away by a brute maJorlty of no-
'ble ngbodies. Lord Morleys powerful
speech of last Mgnday cannot be brush- |,
.ed aside merely because he is a member
'of the Government It was a delicious
:stroke of satire by whlch he called Lord

speaks with

Lansdowne the Hampden of the present

it can-
ar:|.
upper chamber has

day There may. well have been in this
a slantlng reference also to Roseberys
comig sugsestion that the Lords were,
withstanding. taxation without repre::
sentation. :

[ L

* The relations between Church and
State in France enter on an acute stage
curiously enough with' the accesslon ot
M. Briand to ‘power. It ‘was M. Brland‘
who carried’ ‘the Separatlon Law of’ 1905
through the Chamber, and who as Mm—
1ster of Public Instruction’and Worshlp
was * concerned with the apphcatmn of
the law and the supplementary leglsla-
tlon of 1906. The Mlnlster was” then"
attacked - by the ‘extreme’ antl-clerlcalsJ
on the ground that h1s “atfitude toward

Catholicism “was  too concillatory Now"
that heé is Premler the tlme would “seem’
to have come for establlshmg a lastmg
peace between {he- A(‘}overnme‘ht a'nd”'the‘
Church,
taking the ﬁeld agalnst the GOVern-
ments pollcy in prlmary educatlon and~

Instead W& have the brshops’

the orgamzatlon of a Catholic party 1s
serlously discussed. Have the ' blshops
been led to beheve that M. Brland may
be driven 1nto makmg concesswns"
‘"That would be a risky step for the new
‘Prime Minister to take, faclng as Tie
.does, within his own’ party, ‘the- Combes'
‘faction of rabid anti- clerlcals a fac-
tlon that is strong, and alert and hun-

gry for- power

At the Parhamentary electlon recent-
ly held in Norway, women for th= ﬁrst
tlme voted for the candldates and were,
This,
revolutlon was accomphshed wrlte F
corr espondent of the Parls tharo W,{,th,
‘the same calm wh1ch prevalled when
‘\Iorway detached 1tself from the s1s-,
'ter k1ngdom At Christlama for e\(am-‘
ple somethmg under forty thousand wo-‘

themselves el1g1ble for electlon

Imen (“twenty‘three thousand marrled'
.women and ﬁfteen thousand splnsters”).
'Itook part in the electlon of members ot‘
lthe Storthing, yet there was “no outcry‘
m the streets no posters on the walls ‘

'They order eLectlons more n01s1ly 1n
if no more w1se1y Perhaps the
'tranqullhty with wh1ch the mnovatron
lwas effected is partly traceable to the
long pa1t101pat10n by the women of
Noxway in the communal electlons——and‘
to the mrcumstance that they have also
served as members of the municxpal

France

councils.
SR ,,:I-.‘A!-
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THE SUPREME COURT VACANCY.

There has been no denial of the state-
ment, first explicitly made by the Wash-
ington correspondent of the Ewvening
Post, that President Taft intends to ap-
point Judge Lurton to succeed the late
Judge Peckham in the Supreme Court.
Indeed, the Presidenf has been avoWedly
conférring with members of the Senate
Judiciary .Committee for the purpose of
discovering whether the confirmation of
.fudge Lurton would be opposed. There
is no objection that we have heard of
except on the score of age. Judge Lur-
ton is a Democrat, but might well be
selected to suéceed a Democrat. His ju-
dicial record, with which President Taft
i3 ‘p.ersonally achainted, is declared to
have been honorable, and we know no
réason to doubt it. But he is sixty-five
yeérs old; and it is gravely open to
question whether any man of his age
should be named for the Supreme_ Court,
especially in view of thé present com-
position and needs of thatv body.

Section 114 of the Federal Judiciary
Act provides that “when any judge of
any court of the United States resigns
his'ofﬁce, after having held his commis-
sion as such at jeast ten years, and hav-
ing attained the age of seventy years,
he shall, during the residue of his nat-
ural life, receive the same salary which
was by law payable to him at the time
of his resighation.” Later acts provide
for retirement, with p_ené.iqn, on the
ground of physical‘disability, short of
ten years’ service. Now, of course, there
is no direction here that a President
stall not appoint a judge who is above
sixty years of age, but it is at least a
fair implication that Congress expected
évery Federal judge to be capable of
serving ten years before i'f:tiring at sev-
enty, We believe that when Mr. Ed-
munds was Chairman of thie Judiciary
Committee of the Senate, he and his able
colléagues, such as Senators Hoar and
Thurman, insisted upon a strict con-
struction of the statute; they would not
report favorably the nomination of any
Federal judge upwards of sixty. The
Judiciary Committee of the present Sen-
ate, which is decidedly weak in its Re-
publican membership, may not follow
that precedent. In fact, it is announc-
ed that Senator Borah, who is probably
the best lawyer among the Republican
members, though his name is at the bot-
tom of the list, has already seen the
President and has -agreed to waive his

objection to Judge Lurton on the ground
of age.
that Mr. Taft can secure Lurton’s con-

It is to be presumed, therefore,

firmation, if he makes a point of it. But
that will not alter the misgivings of
many persons whose only interest is in
the strong personnel and continued use-
fulness of the Supreme Court.

This conviction is not based upon a
narrow interpretation of the Judiciary
Act so much as upon the general prin-
ciples which ought to govern, and upon
the exigency which exists to-day in the
Supreme Court. ‘As a rule, everybody
admits that a reasonably long service
by the judges of the Supreme Court is
desirable. It tends both to heighten its
ﬁrestige and to give consistency and
If a powerful and
dominating mind ‘appears in the Court,
as in the case of a Marshall or a Miller,

force to its decisions.

let us say, service during a period of
years will give it freer and richer scope,
and leave a deeper impress upon our
jurisprudence, than would be possible in
And the abler the asso
ciates of such a judge, ’a‘nd the longer

a short time.

their term of vigor on the bench, the
greater will be the unity and weight of
their decisions. All this is elementary,
and there is general agreement that Fed-
eral judges ought to be under sixty at
the time of their appointment. Histor-
icall'y, only six Supreme Court justices
have been named at the age of sixty-
one or upwards, the oldest being Mr.
Lamar, who was sSixty-three when ap-
pointed.

The greatest actﬁal need of the Su-
preme Court is the addition of one or
two vigorous junior judges. This is not
to say that the older justices are inca-
pacitated, or that we ought not to value
their old expefience.
that their mental powers are unequal to
their work.. .But' there is also a physi-

No one charges

cal styain put upon them, from which
they ought to get relief at the hands of
younger and more able-bodied associdtes.
We refer, of course, to the hard labor
which has to be expended upon the prep-
aration of opinions. After the Court has
decided in conference what view to take
in a given case, there is need of pro-

longed industry in compiling precedents

and examining the authorities and run-
ning down the citations in the briefs of
opposing counsel, and then of care and

pains in beating out the whole in a de-.

cision that shall bé as lucid in form as

it is masterly in substance. A vast

rejoinders.

amount of this kind of work is constant-
ly thrown upon the Court, and it is
obvious that the older judges are not
equal to the exertion required. i

It is, we know, said of Judge Lurton
that ‘he is as robust at éixty-ﬁve as
most men at fifty-five. But we cannot
disregard the law of -averages in these
matters. If a judge turns out ir_l old
age to be a- physical wonder, we may
thank our lucky stars, but we have no
right in advance to count upon his be-
In- all these
thungs, we have to reckon with the gen-
eral expectation of life. We cannot g0
on the supposition that every judge a

ing -a physical wonder.

President names will prove to be .an
Eldon. And with- nothing but regard
for Judge Lurton, we' think that Mr.
Taft would show a keener appreciatiorn
of what is lacking in the Supreme Court
to-day, if he filled the vacancy with a
younger man.

SECRETARY BALLINGER'S REPORT.

It is doubtful if any annual report by
a Secretary of the Interior was” ever
watched for as was that published by
Mr. Ballinger last Monday. This is due
not only to the importahce of the mat-
ters dealt with, but to the controversy
which has been raging, in the press and
at public meetings, over the policy of
the new Administration respecting what
We
have had a whole series of charges and

remains of the national domain.

Subordinates of the Pres-
1dent have been almost literally flying
The dispute
went such lengths of bitterness that
Mr. Taft himself was finally compelled

at one another’s throats.

to take notice; and in his long and clear
review of the points at issue he definite-
Secretary - Ballinger’s
forthcoming report-as a document which

ly referred to

wouid cover the whole case in a way to
satisfy all reasonable men.

" It would be too much to expect that
the 'actual report will make an end- of
controversy,- but it-is” only fair to say
that on the main question it is strong
and satisfactory.” After reading what
Secretary Ballinger sets down about
facts and policiés relating to the conser-
vation of water sources, it will not be
possible longer to assert that there is a
quiet official conspiracy on foot to alie-
nate to the public harm public.lands
which are capable of being used to de-
velop water power. The Secretary, of
course with the President’s approval,



